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FltTEENTH  DAY^MORNINiG  PRAYER. 

PSALM    LXXV. 

ARGUMENT. 

The  Prophet,  1.  ^ves  thanks,  mtii  the  chur^,  to 
God  for  the  maniieatation  of  his  name,  and  the 
wonders  of  salvation  wrought  thereby.  3.  He 
declares  his  resolution  of  executingjudgementand 
justice  in  Ms  kingdom,  which,  3.  had  been  in  dis- 
order and  confusion  ;  4,  5.  he  rebukes  the  wick- 
ed ;  6 — 8.  reminds  them  of  the  power,  providence 
codnsels,  andju4gementBof  God;  9,  10.  he  con- 
cludes with  repeating  his  resolution  to  praise  Qod, 
to  break  the  power  of  wickedness,  and  to  establidi 
righteonsness. 

Veb.  1.  Unto  thee,  O  God,  do  we  give  thanka, 
vnto  thee  do  ice  give  thanks :  for  that  thy  name  is 
near,  thy  nondrous  works  dedare. 

The  church  offers  up  her  repeated  praises  to  God 
for  ddivenmce ;  she  acknowledgeB  the  presence  of 

TOL.  n.  B 
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hit  NAME  in  the  midst  of  ber,  which  had  been 
evidenced  by  the  "  wonderfol  works"  wrought  fw 
her  salvation .  Upon  whatever  occasion  these  words 
were  originally  endited,  the  Ghnstian  church  now 
celebrates  in  them  that  great  deliverance  which,  by 
so  many  miracles  of  mercy  and  power^  hath  been  ac- 
complished for  ber  through  Messiah,  who  ism  Scrip- 
ture frequently  styled,  "  the  name  of  Jehovah."  ^e 
Isa.  xzx.  S7. 

8.  When  I  akaU  reoeiee  the  congregation,  I  wilt 
judge  uprightly. 

The  first  vene  wan  ^jiotten  by  many  persons; 
"  unto  thee,  O  God,  do  we  give  thanks ;"  here  the 
speaker  is  one,  and  that  one  is  plainly  a  ruler,  who 
]»romf9eB,  that  when  he- shall  hare  "  received  thecon- 
'*  gregBtion,"  or,  as  soims  render  it,  "  when  he  diall 
■'^  have  gotten  an  apfKHSted,  or  fit  time,  or  season,"  , 
that. is,  when  he  shall  be' eslablirtwd  in  power  and 
authority,  ataGttime  and  place,  he  will "  judge  up- 
"  rightly,"  and  introduce  a  thorough  reformation  into  ' 
a  kingdom,  which,  as  we  shall  find  by  the  following 
Terse,  stood  greatly  in  need  of  it.  From  these  cir- 
AumstiineeB  it  shoutd  seem  most  pnbaMe,  that  David 
WepeaJdng  of  bis  adTSficement  to  the  throne  of 
}aaa^,  and  the  intended  xectitMio  of  his  administra- 
tion, when  he  should  be  settled  thereoo^  What 
David  did  in  Israel,  was  done  in  the  church  oni- 
veaa\  by  him  who  s^  upon  the  thrraie  of  David, 
.when  he  "  receive^"  for  hU  iniieritance,  the  great 
*'  conjugation"  of  the  Gentiles^  and  the  earth  was 
iii\  of  the  "  righteousness"  of  Jehovaht 

3,  The  earth,  or,  the  land,  and  all  the  inhahUantB 
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thereof;  are,  or,  were,  diesoloed:  I  bear  t^thepil- 
inTs  of  it. 

Civil  dtrtraolions,  and  the  conCidaal  irruptions  <tf 
forei^  eivaraies,  haid  thrown  the  tsraetttish  aflUirs 
mto  confaiibn^  and  "  dissolved"  th«  frame  ofgorem- 
nMDt ;  until,  by '  the  re-e^tahlishment  of  royat  au- 
thority, countenance  and  support  were  again  given  to 
aH  the  sabtodinate  magistratea ;  who  are,  in  their  re- 
>  specttve  slation^  the  "  pillars"  of  a  community. 
Such  was  the  universal  corruption  and  disac4utioD  of 
manners  both  among^  Jews  and  Gentiles,  when  Mes- 
sias,  -  catering'  upon  his  re^  ofBce,  reformed  th^ 
woiid,  raised  the  gllorioDs  fabric  of  the  church,  and 
«Ad^  his  apostles  and  their  successors  die  "  pillars'* 
-of  bis  sprfitilal  kingdom.  Let  men  support  religion, 
and  Gdd  will  support  them. 

'  4:  /  eaH  ut^d  thefaets,  X>eai  -mtfooUakly;  and 
to  the  wicked,  Lift  not  up  the  horn :  5.  Aifl  not  up 
yew  hem  091  kigk;  speak  net  with  a  eHJfneck. 

"  Where  the  word  of  a  king  js,  there  is  power." 
The  Prophet  addresses  himself  to  the  opposers  of 
his  government^  and  the  disturbers  uf  Israel :  he 
urges  the  "  folly"  of  exalting  themselves  against 
their  prince ;  and  exhc^ts  them,  fbr  their  own  sakes, 
to  humility  and  obedience;  Is  not  this  the  very 
message  which  the  ministers  of  Christ  have  received 
from  their  King,  and  are  commanded  to  deliver  to 
the  wopW  ?       i  - 

6.  For  promotion  cometh  neUkerfrem  the  east^ 
nor  from  the  west,  norjrom  the  eetUh;  7.  ButGod 
ii  the  judge;  he  putteth  down  one,  andeetteth  up  • 
another. 
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TheoppoBitioDj  raentioned  in  the  preceding  vene, 
was  caUed  *'  folly."  In  these  verses  it  is  proTed  to 
be  such;  as  being  aa  opposition,  in  ^ect>  to  the 
counsels  of  heaven ;  for,  not  by  worldly  power  or 
cr^,  but  by  the  designation  and  providence  of  God 
himself,  the  supreme  judge  of  princes,  and  disposer 
oi  kingdoms,  vras  the  house  of  Saul  "  put  dovrn/' 
and  the  house  of  David  "  set  up."  And  are  not, 
then,  tbe  enemies  of  the  Son  of  God  in  arms  against 
the  Father^  who,  accQi^ing  to  tbe  promises  going 
before  concerning  him,  bath  highly  exalted  him ;  bath 
committed  all  power  and  judgement  to  him ;  and 
;hath  put  all  things  under.hi^  feetP  Yea,  and  the  hour 
is  comjng,  when  he  shall  pot  down  all  rule,  and  all 
authority,  aiid  power,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  alone  shaU 
be  exalted  in  that  day.  What  will  then  be  the  por- 
tion of  his. impenitent  adversaries,  the  rtezt  verse  wilt 
inform  us. 

8.  Fbr  m  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  there  is  a  cup, 
■  and  the  wine  is  red  ;  it  isJuU  of  mixttire  ;  and  he 
poureth  otft  of  the  same :  but  the  dregs  thereof  tM 
the  vncieed  of  tiie  earth  shall  wring  them  out,  and 
drmk  them. 

As  the  choicest  of  heavenly  blessings  are  frequent'- 
ly  in  Scripture  represented  by  tbe  salutary  effects  of 
win^  a  CMP  of  which  the  master  of  the  family  is 
supposed  to  hold  in  his  hand,  ready  to  distribute  due 
portions  of  it  to  those  around  him ;  so  from  the 
noxious  and  intoxicating  qoalities  of  that  liquor, 
when  dmnk  strong,  imd  in  too  lai^  a  quantity,  is 
borrowed  a  mort  tremendous  image  of  the  wrath  and 
indignation  of  Almighty  God,    Calamity  and  sorrow, 
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flBBr  and  trembling,  in&tnation  and  despair,  the  evils 
of  the  present  life,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come,  are 
the  bitter  ingredients  which  compose  this  most  horri- 
ble cup  of  mixture.  It  is  entirely  in  the  hand,and 
disposal  of  God,  who,  through  every  age,  has  been 
pouring  out,  and  administering  of  its  contents,  more 
or  less,  in  proportion  to  the  sins  of  men.  But  much 
of  the  strength  and  power  of  the  liquor  still  remains 
'  behind,  until  the  day  of  final  vengeance.  It  will  be ' 
then  exhausted,  even  to  the  dregs,  by  anrepenting 
rebels ;  when  "  burning  coals,  fire,  and  brimstone," 
aud  eternal  "  tempest,"  shall  be  "  the  portion  of 
"  their  cup."     Ps,  xi.  6. 

9.  But  IwUl  declare  forever;  I-aUlaingprauea 
to  the  God  of  Jacob, 

These  dispensations  of  mercy  and  judg^ement  the 
Prophet  resolves  to  "  declare"  to  the  worid  for  ever, 
by  thas  "  singing"  the  works  and  the  "  praises"  of  - 
God,  in  psalms,  and  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs. 
'  And  while  we  now  sing  them,  we  declare  our  resolu- 
tioD  to  be  the  same  with  his. 

10.  Mlthe  horns  of  the  wicked  also  wiUJctU  off; 
but  the  horns  of  the  righteous  shall  be  exalted. 

He  determines  likewise,  as  every  good  governor 
should  do,  to  exert  the  authority  with  which  be  was 
intcosted ;  to  break  the  power  of  triumphant  wicked- 
ness, and  to  exalt  that  righteousnen  which  exalteth 
a  satioD  ;  hereby  rendering  himself  a  fit  Image  of 
Him,  who  haUi  since  done  away  transgression,  and 
bronght  in  everiastlng  righteousness,  who  vriU  one 
day  turn  tbe  wicked  into  hell,  and  exalt  his  fitithful 
servants  to  reign  with  him  in  heaven.    Already  be 
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reigns  ia  Uiem  upon  earth ;  cuuing;  "  all  carnal  af- 
"  lections  to  die  in  them,  andaJl  (hin^  belonging  to 
"  tiie  Spirit  to  live  and  grofr  in  thetn." 

PSALM   LXXVI. 

ARGDMENT. 

It  is  obvious,  at  first  sight,  to  any  one  who  reads 
this  Paalm,  that  it  was  coii4)Osed,  as  a  thank^iv- 
■ing  hyiBDj  «r  account  of  some  great  deliverance, 
wroi^ht  for  his  people,  by  the  rnimediate  hand  of 
God.  The  miracnlona  deatmction  of  the  Assyrian 
army  by  the  angel,  in  the  days  of  king  Hezekiah, 
is  generally  pitched  upon,  as  the  sul^ect  of  it;, 
and  affirmed  to  be  so  by  the  ancient  Greek  in- 
scripticHi  prefixed  to  it  in  the  LXX  v<ersion.  The 
Prc^phet,  1,.S.  dedares  the  glory  which  God  hath 
l^otten  him  in  Isimel ;  3—6.  describes  the  circnm- 
atances  of  the  defiverattce,  with,  7.  a  reflectimi 
thereupon;  8 — 10.  he  "mentions  the  effects  ft  had 
produced  among  the  nations,  and,  11,  13.  tbose 
which  it  ought  to  produce  in  Israelitish  hearts. 
The  ideas  are  to  be  transferred  to  the  salvation  of 
the  church  uBiversal,  by  the  destruction  of  am 
and  Satan^  and  the  overthrow  of  the  penecuting 
powers. 

1.  InJndah  is  Godimaan;  Jus  Rome  is  great  in 
IsraeL  ^  Jn  Salem  cUto  »  Ms  tabemtwle,  and  kit 
fltioetting  place  in  Sion. 
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Oo  oocfteisn  of  KHBe  griefte  dcjlmarBneet  li&e  fto- 
phet  speaks  in  transport  concernwg'.tbflt^pnftMBra 
and  pvoiCectiea  <ef  God,  ivhicfa  ihe  ii^bljiiteadred 
Jadab  •onoe  enjoyed.  Sfae  tfiijw^ed  then  MrfailB  wke 
coDliBBed.&itiiifuI,  and  neally  iwas'vftet  rite  pnifwwd 
to  he.  B«t,  on  Boconnt  of  ihw  inBdclUyvmdin^* 
tioD  of  ber  Mcwtah,  aa  itiUntioa  vf  jciiBiiMrtiiniiM 
hM  tafcea  plaoe.  They  are  no  longierJeKra,  who>aM 
swh  ootwuKlly :  nor  is  Cbtit  circuiocisiei,  wbkfa  lii 
outward  w  tbe  ^eah  ;  bnt  tbejr  are  Jews,  who  be- 
lieve is  the  Sod  of  -God  ;  aad  t^ey  are  of  the  m*- 
cwacisMa,wlto«ie  ckaosed  byihu»&*ainBlI-&thiMM 
of  flefth  And  apiut.  Tbe  Gentile  QmistiBii  cbmOi 
bath  .succeed  to  tbe  privilege!  of  libe  Iseaalitish. 
Id  bet  naw.^tGiod  i8iknown"%4h«:Goiipel;  and 
"  bis  Name  b  great"  ia  b^,  ibyiKMon  oi  all  the 
mighty  wonders  wbi<^  he  faath'WnDugbtt^iher-  she 
is  the  trae  "  SaJlen^"  or  .fiify  ef  peace:;  abe  ia  ithe 
true  "  BioD,"  the  spiritual,  holy,  and  hdond  hiH ; 
andinbor  is^  "tsA>eniac]£"a«d  "idwdliagplaoi!" 
of  God  berSayiour,  by  tbe.&pkit. 

3.  TTiere  brake  he  the  arrome  i^theitm,  ike 
shield,  and  the  amsrd,  and  ike  it^e. 

When  God  ^ppearedin  the  defence  )ofiiiB»aoient 
j)eople,  ,lhe  wessons  .gf  Iheir  euemiea  max  «t  ODoe 
blunted  and  hroken>anda)l4ke iKiniflttbl&^pnatuB 
■of  war  becanu^  in  .a-momeBt,  utbanl^  useless.  SnA 
was  the  eyei4,  when  the  My  Jeaui  entenod'tbe  lists 
Against  'Ow  .^pkitual  ndTeiawies,  -"for"  us-- and 
each  «wr  will  be  the  enwit,  when  be  cngageeitben 
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4.  7%ou  art  more  glorious  and  exeettent  than  the 
movntoms  ofpr&f. 

Thu  may  be  a  beautiful  apostrophe  to  mount  Ston 
(mentifwed  ver.  S),  ai  appearing  infinitely  more  glo- 
lioaaand  exceUent,  through  the  &vour  and  protec- 
tiod  of  her  God,  than  the  arm  of  flesh  and  the  in- 
stroment8  of  war  ctnild  render  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth,  which  set  themselves  against  her ;  and  which, 
fi>r  their  tyranny,  and  cruelty,  and  the  ravages  com- 
mitted by  them,  are  likened  to  those  mountains, 
where  beasts  of  prey,  with  similar  dispositions,  rove, 
and  roar,  and  devour.  The  powers  of  the  world 
*'  make  war  with  the  Lamb,  whose  station  is  upon 
"  mount  Sion ;"  but  "  the  Lamb  shBll  overcome 
*'  them,  for  he  is  Lord  of  lords,  and  King  of  kings ; 
"  and  they  that  are  with  him  are  called,  and  chosen, 
"  andfoithful."    Rev.  xiv.  1.  xvii.  14'. 

5.  2%e  atoiU-hearted  are  spoiled^  the^  have  slept 
thtxr  sleep :  and  none  of  the  men  of  might  have 
found  fAeir  hands.  6.  At  thy  rebuke,  O  God  of 
Jacob,  both  the  chariol,  or,  rider,  and  horse,  are 
cast  into  a  dead  sleep. 

It  must  be  acknowledged,  that  these  two  verses  seem 
in  a  very  particular  manner  to  point  at  the  miraculous 
destruction  of  Sennacherib's  army,  when  the  "  stout- 
"  hearted,"  who  doubted  not  of  taking  and  spoiling 
the  holy  city,  were  themselves  saddenly  "  spoiled" 
of  strength  and  life ;  they  "  slept  their  sleep;  and 
"  found  not  their  hands ;"  they  awaked  not  again  to  ' 
the  me  of  tiieir  powers  and  faculties ;  a  rebuking 
blast  was  tent  from  the  God  of  Jacob,  under  which 
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the  flower  of  Assyria  withered  in  the  space  of  a  night, 
and  in  the  morning  was  no  more ;"  the  horse  and 
"  his  rider  were  cast  into  a  dead  sleep ;"  they  slept 
the  sleep  of  death.  How,  in  a  moment,  "  were  ^e 
"  mighty  fallen,  and  the  weapons  of  war  perished !" 
How astonishiog  the  downfal  of  the  tyrant!  How 
oomplete  the  triumph  of  the  daughter  of  Si(m !  Snch 
will  be  tiie  destraction  of  the  world ;  snch  the  salva- 
tion of  the  people  of  God. 

7.  7%ou,  even  thou,  art  to  be  feared;  and  who 
tiunf  stand  in  Vi^  sight,  when  once  thou  art  angry  f 

Why  are  the  miraculous  exertions  of  omnipotence 
recorded  in  the  book  of  life,  but  to  suggest  to  ns  this 
reflection,  that  God,  and  God  only,  is  the  proper  ob- 
ject of  our  fear ;  since  neither  the  wisdom  of  tbe 
wise,  nor  the  power  of  the  mighty,  no,  not  the  worid 
itself,  can  stand  a  single  moment  before  him,  "when 
"  once  he  is  angry  ?"  Yet  we  continue  to  dread  any 
frowns  but  those  of  Heaven ;  and  one  poor,  vain, 
unful  man  shall,  through  a  course  of  sixty  or  seventy 
years,  incessantly  and  undauntedly  tempt  and  pro- 
voke Him  who  destroyed  185,000  in  a  night.  What 
is  this,  but  madness  ? 

8.  Ihou  didst  cause  judgement  to  be  heard  from 
heaven;  the  earth  feared,  andaas  stiU;  9.  ff^hen 
God  arose  to  judgement,  to  save  all  the  meek  of  the 
iarth,  or,  the  afflicted  of  the  land. 

A  destruction  so  far  exceeding  human  power,  was 
evidently  the  sentence  of  God's  judgement,  audibly 
pronounced  from  tlie  eternal  throne;  and  it  was 
heard  by  all  the  earth  with  an  awful  silence,  as  when 
be  speaks  to  attentive  nature  in  thunder.     Such  was 
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the  -effect  which  this  iirterpOHiion  iii  behatf  of  his 
people  produced  amoDgtiie'HU'innagAfisyFiBnB,  and 
the  neighbouring  KalMos.  hd  lU  cairy  out  Hboi^tB 
antotbesensatiooB  which  wiUbe&Itin  thehaaita«if 
men,  at  that  iutm  when  the  last  trump  shall  sound  in 
the  heaTiCiM,  and  the  earth  shall  shake  £rom  her  fou- 
«bti«is;  when  God  shall  ahse  to  eKecutejufiig^MMnt 
OH  the  advenaories  of  his  church ;  ami  to  save,  wkh 
an  everlasting  salvation,  all  the  meek  a»d  afflicted  of 
the  earth. 

10.  Surely  the  mratb  if  man  shaU  praise  tkee : 
the  remamder  of  mratk  ahalt  tAou  reatsreim. 

The  wrath  of  oaaD,  and  of  Satan  himself,  against 
the  church,  turns,  in  the  end,  to  the  praise  and  -giory 
of  God,  who  Tepsesaes  itwhen  Jtt  its  height;  and  at 
ell  times  appoints  those  bounds  which  it  cannot  pass, 
any  more  than  tlie  r^iag  iwavcs  of  the  ocean  can 
overflow  their  Appointed  barrier  of  sand. 

11.  Vow  OMd  pq^  Kuto  the  hoRO  ff our -God  ;  lA 
oil  that  are  round  iabout  kim  bring  preBcata  unt9 
him  that  ought  t»  he  feared.  1@.  He  shall  cutioff, 
OFj  reatraia,  the  spirit  tfpriim^  ;•  he  is  terrible  to 
the  kings  of  the  earth. 

If  such  should  have  been  the  gratitude  md  devo- 
tion of  Jsraelites,  for  a  temperary  ddiverauoe  from 
the  fury  of  an  -earthly  lyiBnt.:  how  much  higher 
ought  that  of  Christianfi  >lo  rise,  ibr  eternal  Tedemp- 
tion  from  the  gfeat  (^pressor !  HoWNii^t  they  to 
"  vow  and  pay  their  vovre  unto  the  Lobb  their 
"  Grod  ;  to  being  presents,"  to  ofier  all  they  have, 
and  all  they  are,  to  him  who-  is  so  greatly  "  to  be 
"  feared,"  so  highly  to  be  loved  ;  to  htm  who  "  -re- 
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"  straina"  thd  tacy  of  «TiI  angids,  as  well  as  "  tbe 
"s^rk  of  princes;"  and  is  "  ierrible"  to  Uie 
powers  of  darkness,  no  less  ttura  to  "  tbe  lungs  ef 
"  tW  earth  T 

PSALM   LXXVII. 


As  the  foregoing  Paalm  was  evidently  composed 
wlien  the  church  had  ohtained  deliverance  from 
her  enemies,  this  seems  no  less  plainly  to  have 
been  written  at  a  time  when  she  was  in  capUvity 
uader  them.  It  coBtaina,  1—4:.  a  complauit  «f 
sufferings;  and,  5 — 30.  «  descriplbion  at  Iarg« 
of  the  struggle  between  di^udt  and  faifh;  which 
latter  prevails,  by  having  recourse  to  the  considera- 
tion of  ancient  mercies ;  particularly,  that  of  re- 
demption from  Egy{tt.  The  Psalm  is  admirably 
calculated  for  the  use  and  consolation  of  any 
church,  or  soul,  whea  in  afflictiou  and  distress, 

I.  /  cried  utUo  God  utitk  my  voice,  even  unto 
G«d  wiih  «^  voice  ■;  and  he  gave  ear  unto  me. 

Uneasiness  in  the  heart  wU  utter  itself  by  the 
"  voice ;"  and  when  the  jiain  is  iutettse,  the  "  ci^r" 
will  he  loud.  Ody  let  it  Uiix£  a  right  direction,  aiki 
Ascokl  to  heaven  ;  let  the  a|>plioatioH  be  made  to 
"  God,"  who  will  both  "  Ikear"  ,and  belp ;  eot  to 
the  world,  which  will  not  do  one,  and  cannot  do  the 
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other.  The  cries  of  the  Son  of  God  alone  were 
heard] for  his  own  sake;  the  criea  c^all  other  men 
are  heard  for  his  sake. 

S.  In  the  day  ofn^  trouble  I sot^kt  the  Lard: 
tngf  aore  ran  in  the  nighty  and  ceased  not ;  Heb.  rmf 
hand  VMS  stretched  out  in  the  night,  and  ceased  not, 
or,  aithout  intermission;  my  soul  refused  to  be 
eot^orted. 

To  a  soal  deeply  sennhle  of  the  woiid's  vanity, 
and  the  misery  of  sin,  every  day  is  a  "  day  of 
'*  trouhle,*'  and  the  whole  time  of  her  pilgrimage  is 
a  long,  dark,  and  wearisome  "  night,"  during  which 
she  seeks  after  her  beloved  by  prayer ;  and,  for  the 
sake  of  him,  and  those  future  joys  which  she  expects 
in  his  presence,  the  pleasures  of  sense  are  put  avTay 
jrcNOi  her,  and  she  "-refuses'  to  be  Gomf<Hted"  by  su^ 
comforters.  An  Israelite  cannot  enjoy  himself  in 
Babylon ;  a  Christian  cannot  find  perfect  satisfaction 
in  the  worid :  a  return  to  Jerusalem  will  employ  the 
thoughts  of  both. 

3.  /  remembered  God,  and  teas  troubled;  I  com- 
plained, and  my  apirU  was  overwhelmed;  or,  I 
remembered  God,  and  made  a  noise,  i.  e.  in  prayer 
to  him ;  I  meditated,  and  it^  spirit  was  obscured, 
or,  darkened,  through  grief  and  affliction. 

This  is  a  fine  descriptifm  of  what  passes  in  an  af- 
flicted and  dejected  mind.  Between  the  remembrance 
of  God  and  his  former  mercies,  and  the  meditation 
on  a  seeming  desertion  under  present  calamities,  the 
afiections  are  variously  agitated,  and  the  prayen 
disturbed,  like  the  tumultuous  waves  ctf  a  troubled 
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sea ;  while  the  fair  light  from  above  is  intercepted, 
aod  the  ftee  of  heavea  overwhelmed  with  doads 
mud  darkness. 

4,  7%ou  koldest  mine  eyes  waking :  I  am  so 
trottbled  that  I  cannot  speak. 

Through  grief  and  anxiety  it  is,  that  the  eyes  are 
made  to  keep  all  the  watches  of  the  night,  and  wait 
in  vain  for  sleep  to  relieve  them  from  duty,  nntil  the 
dawning  of  the  morning.  To  a  night  so  spent,  may 
a  season  of  captivity  or  persecution  be  compared. 
Thns  the  ancient  chnrch  looked  for  the  first  advent 
of  Christ ;  and  thus  doth  the  chnrch  which  now  is 
expect  his  second  ;  pn^onging  her  vigils,  even  onto 
the  dawning  of  that  morning,  which  is  at  once  to 
pat  a  period  to  darkness  and  to  sorrow.  In  the 
nean  time,  she  giveth  herself  to  meditation  and 
prayer. 

5.  /  have  considered  the  days  of  old,  the  years 
^ancient  times.  6.  /  call  to  remembrance  my  song 
in  the  night :  I  commune  with  mine  ozDn  heart ; 
and  my  spirit  maketk  diligent  search. 

Recollection  of  former  mercies  is  the  proper  anti- 
dote against  a  temptation  to  despair,  in  Uie  day  <^ 
calamity;  And  as  in  the  divine  dispensations,  which 
.are  always  uniform  and  like  themselves,  whatever  has 
happened  happens  again,  when  the  circamstuices 
are  similar ;  the  experience  of  "  ancient  times"  ii  to 
be  called  in  to  our  aid,  and  duly  consulted.  Nay, 
we  may  perhaps  "  remember"  the  time,  when  we 
oiinelves  were  led  to  compose  and  uUer  a  "  song" 
of  joy  and  triumph,  on  occasion  of  signal  mercies 
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Toochsafcd  us.  Upon  tbeie  topics  vre  should,  "  in 
"  the  nigfat  cS  affliction,  conmiuna  with  oar  own 
"  hearts,  and  make  diligent  search,"  u  DBitiel  did 
in  Babylon,  isto  the  cause,  the  nature,  and  the  pro- 
bable continuance  of  our  troubles ;  with  the  proper 
netfaods  1^  shortening,  aad  Mnging  them  to  an 
enA,  by  svCering  them  to  have  their  intended  and 
full  efiiact,  ID  a  sinceK  ivpentance,  »nd  thi»ough 
refermalioD. 

7.  Wm  the  LoKD  east  off" for  ever  9  and  wiU  he 
be  favtntrabte  no  more  f  &  J»  his  merejf  eleart 
gone  for  ever  f  dath  hia  pTotnise  fail  for  euermore? 
&,  Hath  Gedfargattem  to--  be  gradotta  f  katk  he  tn 
anger  shut  up  his  leader  mercies  ? 

Tira  Psafanist  no\rrdates  the  process  of  his  me^ 
cMations,  and  of  that  controversy  which  aroae  in  his 
heart  between  fuith  and  distrust.  While  he  viewed 
the  distressful  wene  around  him,  be  foond  hiiaself 
atarongly  tempted  to  qaestion  God's  love  of  the 
cbuTcfa ;  to  think  tbat  he  bad  finally  rejected  bis 
people ;  that  the  praniaed  mercy  of  ademption 
would  never  be  accompliafaed ;  and  that  indignation 
bed  eoQstrained  the  bonrels  of  our  heavenly  Father, 
wbichnolongeryearnedtowardahis  afflicted  childrui. 
These  were  the  thooghts  su^^csted  to  a  despondiBg 
aonl  by  the  desolations  of  Sioa  at  that  time ;  and  the 
state  of  things  iirthe  world  may  possibly  be  such,  as 
to  suggest  the  like  thoughts  to  muny  in  the  Christian 
church,  be&re  onr  Lord  shall  appear  again,  for  her 
:^Dal  redemption.  Imaginations  of  the  same  cast 
wiU  offer  tfaemselves  to  the  mind  of  the  sinner,  when 
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the  baud  o£  God  tus  kin  Img  and  heai^  upon  bisoi 
by  the  inffictioa  <Hf  outwttrd  calamitiea,  ex  tlte  tenon 
^conscMnce. 

10.  And  I  »aid.  This  is  my  infirmity :  bat  1  wiU 
remember  jAe  tfears,  or,  cAong^ef,  a/  <Ae  rig-At  JhmKJ 
of  the  Most  High. 

To  the  insiauations  c£  distrast,  faitb  now  begins 
to  reply.  Th6  su&rer  checks  bhnsdf  in  bis  former 
train  of  thought,  and  bambly  ackoowWdges  it  to 
hiivie  epfxivg  from  a  mind  dispirited,  and  rendered 
timid,  by  misfprtunea :  "  I  said^  This  is  my  infirmity;' 
but  he  immediaitely  strengthena  himself  by  reflecting, 
that  Edl  "  changes''  in  the  conditions  of  men  vok 
e&cted,  for  reaswis  of  inBnite  wisdom  and  goodness, 
by  "  the  right  hand  of  the  Most  High ;"  which  is 
not  shoBtened,  but  can  still,  b»  farmerly.  when  he  sees 
fit,  deliver  and  exalt,  as  well  as  punish  and  depress 
Us  pet^>le.  What,  therefore,  though  the  daughter 
(^  Sion  be  in  captivity,  and  her  enemies  insult  over 
her  ?  Messias  cometh,  who  shall  redeem  her,  and  all 
nations ;  ahd  then  shall  "  the  right  hand  of  the  Most 
"  High"  work  an  universal  and  a  glorious  "  change" 
ii{ton  the  eartlL 

11.  /  laUl  remember  the  loorks  of  the  Lord: 
sureiy  /  imii  remember  thy  wonders  of  old.  ISL  / 
mU  med^a^e  alto  of  all  thy  works,  and  talk  of  thy 
doings. 

Thus  restored  to  a  rigUf  frame  of  mind,  the 
Psalmist,  instead  of  brooding  any  longer  over  the 
calamities  of  his  own  time,  resolves  to  turn  his 
thoughts  towards  the  divine  dispensations  of  old ;  to 
meditate  on  Grod's  former  works  and  wonders;  his 
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tporlcsof  JQSticQ  and  mercy,  of  power  and  wisdom, 
of  nature  and  grace ;  and,  by  gratefrilly  celebrating 
them,  to  invigorate  bis  faith  in  the  salvation  to 
come,  of  which  they  were  so  many  earnests  and 
pledg^.  And  it  is  this  consideration^  which  makes 
the  eucharistic  Psalms  ever  pleasing,  and  ever  com- 
fortable to  the  mind ;  they  are  appeals  to  those 
attributes  which  have  been  so  often  displayed  in  the 
cause  of  the  church  ;  they  are  acts  of  faith,  looking 
backward  to  the  past,  and  forward  to  the  future ; 
they  are  praises,  and  they  are  pray«^. 

13.  7%  way,  O  God,  is  in  the  sanetuaty,  or,  m 
koUnese :  who  is  so  great  a  god  aa  our  God  ? 

Faith,  now  reinstated  in  its  sovereignty  over  the 
prejudices  and  fears  of  the  soul,  and  again  placed 
upon  the  judgement-seat,  pronounces  the  "  ways"  or 
proceedings  of  God  to  be  such,  as,  when  weighed  in 
the  balance  of  the  "sanctuary,"  and  judged  of  by 
the  divine  rule  and  manner  of  acting,  will  be  found 
agreeable  to  the  standard  of  perfect  "  holiness." 
An  assurance  is  likewise  expressed,  that  the  power 
of  (jod,  however  it  may,  for  a  time,  lie  dormant,  yet 
stiU  retains  the  same  superiority,  of  which  former 
exertions  show  it  to  have  been  possessed,  over  the 
gods  of  the  naUons,  the  elements  of  nature,  and  the 
powers  of  the  world ;  insomuch  that  nothing,  which 
was  ever  called  by  others,  or  called  itself>  "  god,"^ 
was  able  to  stand  before  Jehovah,  the  Grod  of  Israel : 
*'  Who  is  BO  great  a  god  as  our  God  ?"  Thus, 
"  All  power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in 
"  earth,"  saith  our  blessed  Lord,  Matt,  xxviii.  IS.  for 
the  everlasting  consolation  of  the  Christian  church. 
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14.  Thou  art  the  God  that  doest  wonders ;  thou 
hast  declared  thif  strength  among  the  people.  15. 
Thou  hast  with  thine  arm  redeemed  thy  people,  the 
sons  of  Jacob  and  Joseph. 

Israel,  in  times  of  trouble  and  distresK,  was  wont 
to  look  back  to  the  "  wonders"  wroaght  in  Egypt^ 
and  the  redemption  of  all  her  tribes  from  that  house 
of  bondage.  We  Christians  are  taught,  while  we 
use  the  same  words^  to  regard  parallel,  but  more  im- 
portant, transactions ;  we  reflect  on  the  "  wonders" 
wrought  for  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men,  by  the 
"strength  and  the  arm"  of  Jehovah,  revealed  and 
manifested  to  the  world  in  Christ ;  and  we  celebrate 
the  redemption,  not  of  '*  the  sons  of  Jacob  and  Jo- 
"  seph"  only,  but  of  all  nations,  from  the  bondage 
of  corruption ;  a  redemption  compared  with  which, 
the  deliverance  from  Egypt,  though  glorious  in  it- 
self, hath  yet  no  glory  at  all,  by  reason  of  the  glory 
tbatsofarexceileth.  Our  confidence  in  Giod,  during 
the  seasons  of  affliction,  should  therefore  rise  in  pro- 
portion. 

16.  The  waters  saw  thee,  O  God,  the  waters 
saw  thee  ;  thof  were  afraid :  the  depths  also  were 
troubled. 

The  waters  of  the  Red  Sea  are  here  beautifully  re- 
presented as  endued  with  sensibility,  as  seeing,  feel- 
ing, and  being  confounded,  even  to  the  lowest  depths, 
at  the  presence  and  power  of  their  great  Creator,- 
when  he  commanded  them  to  open  a  way,  and  to 
form  a  wall  on  each  side  of  it,  until  his  people  were 
passed  over;  until  his  people  were  passed  over  whom 
he  had  redeemed.    In  this  amazing  transaction,  let 
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US  beholdj  as  in  a  ^ats,  the  salvation  of  beHeven  by 
baptism,  through  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jefins 
Christy  who  made  the  depths  of  the  graven  as  he  had 
d(Hie  those  of  the  sea,  a  way  for  his  ransomed  to  pass 
over ;  and  the  church,  like  another  Israel,  aavr  her 
enemies,  in  effect,  dead  at  her  feet. 

17.  The  clottds  poured  out  uiater ,-  the  skies  sent 
eut  a  Bound  ;  thine  arrows  also  went  abroad.  18. 
Ihe  voice  of  thy  thunder  was  in  the  heaven :  the 
lightnings  lightened  the  world:  the  earth  trembled 
and  shook. 

It  is  said,  Exod.  xiv.  34.  that  at  the  time  when 
Israel  was  passing  the  sea,  "  the  Lord  looked  upon 
"  the  host  of  the  Egyptians  through  the  pillar  of  fire 
**  and  the  cloud,  and  troubled  the  host  of  the  Egyp- 
"  tians,  and  took  off  their  chariot-wheels,  and  made 
"  them  to  go  heavily :  so  that  the  Egyptians  said.  Let 
"  OS  flee  from  the  face  of  Israel ;  for  the  Lord  Bght- 
"  eth  for  them  against  the  Egyptians."  The  verses 
(rf"  oar  Psalm  now  befiire  ns,  seem  to  explain  more 
particularly  the  manner  in  which  the  Lord  "  look- 
*'  ed  upon,  and  troubled,  and  fought  against,  the 
*'  Egyptians,"  upon  that  occasion ;  namely,  by  thun- 
ders and  lightnings,  storms  and  tempests,  rain,  bail, 
and  earthquake,  the  usual  tokens  and  instruments  of 
Almighty  displeasure.  Josephos,  in  like  manner, 
relates,  that  the  destruction  of  the  Egyptians  was 
accompanied  by  storms  of  rain  from  heaven ;  by 
A'eadful  thunders  and  lightnings ;  and,  in  short,  by 
every  possible  circumstance  of  terror,  which  conld 
testify  and  infltet  upon  man  the  vengeance  of  an  in- 
censed God.  From  scenes  like  these,  we  learn  to  form 
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an  i^  of  that  power  yfhiftb  discomfited  thp.  infernal . 
ho^;  nited  Cbrist  frqpi  the  d(fid  ;  vanquished  op- 
poeition  and  pc^^^uttQn ,-  subdued  the  world  to  the 
ohodieQce  (itf  ^Ub ;  bu  pporta  vai  protects  tbje  cbaii  ch ; 
will  Qvertbivw  antichrist ;  raise  the  dead ;  c^t  the 
wickedj  with  death  and  Satan,  into  thf;  lakft  pf  ^e ; 
and  exfilt  the  righteous,  to  sing,  yritb  angels  iu 
heaven,  "  the  song  of  Moses  and  of  the  l^ib." 
See  Rev,  sv.  3. 

19.  Thy  way  is  in  the  sea,  and  (1^  path  in  the 
great  waters,  and  thy  footsteps  are  not  known. 

The  dispensations  and  wa^s  of  Gad,  like  the  paa- 
sa^  through  the  Red  Sea,  are  all  full  of  mercy  to  his 
people ;  but  they  are  also,  like  that,  often  unusual, 
marvellous,  inscrutable ;  and  we  can  no  niore  trace 
his  footstepsj  than  we  could  have  done  those  of  Israel, 
aflf^  the  waters  had  returned  to  their  place  again. 
Let  us  r^olv^j  therefore,  to  trust  in  him  at  all  times; 
and  let  us  think  we  hear  Moses  saying  to  us,  as  he 
did  to  the  Israelites,  when  seemingly  reduced  to  the 
l^t  extremity ;  "  Fear  ye  not,  stand  still,  and  see 
**  the  salvation  c^  Jehovah."    Exod.  xiv.  13. 

30.  TTiou  leddest  thy  people,  like  afiock,  by  the 
hand  of  Moses  and  Aaron. 

The  loving  Hin'IneB!  of  God  towards  Israel  did 
not  stop  at  the  Eted  Sea,  bitt  he  conducted  his  chQsen 
flock,  by  the  guidance  of  faithful  pastors,  through  all 
the  perils  of  the  wilderness,  to  t^e  land  of  protnise. 
We  likewise,  through  thy  mercy,  O  blessed  Lord 
Jcfua,  have  passed  th^  Hed  Sea  at  our  b^pti^m;  afi^d 
are  upvr  journeying  in  the  wilderness.  Give  us  thos^ 
m^ek)  aQd  lowly,  urnd  tfactable  dispositions,  whi{:|i 
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become  the  sheep  of  tb;  pasture  ;  set  over  ns  i^Hal 
and  vi^Iant  shepherds ;  and  be  thou  ever  both  with 
them  and  with  ub  ;  until,  having  surmonnted  all  dif- 
ficulties and  dangers,  led  by  thy  grace,  and  sapport- 
ed  by  thy  providence,  we  all  come,  in  perfect  safety, 
to  the  land  of  everlasting  rest;  there  to  lire  with  thee, 
one  fold  under  one  shepherd,  world  without  end. 

nFT££NTH  DAY.— EVENING  PRAYER. 

PSALM    LXXVm. 

ARGDHENT. 

This  Psalm  containeth  a  declaration  of  God*B  deal- 
ings with  his  people,  and  of  (heir  behaviour  to  him, 
.  .  in  Egypt,  in  the  wilderness,  and  after  their  settle- 
ment in  Canaan,  to  the  days  of  David.  It  is 
written  for  the  use  and  admonition  of  GhristianB, 
who  may  here  view,  as  in  a  glass,  the  mercies  ihey 
have  received,  and  the  returns  which, 'alas!  they 
have  but  too  often  made  for  them. 

I.  Give  ear,  O  my  people,  to  n^  law :  incline 
your  ears  to  the  words  of  my  mouth. 

In  this  verse,  the  Psalmist  opens  his  commission, 
and  speaks,  as  one  having  authority  from  above  to 
instruct  the  world.  He  demands  a  large  and  atten- 
tive audience,  while,  by  a  series  of  examples,  he  sets 
fortKthe  goodness  of  God,  and  the  ingratitude  of 
nan,  fbr  the  admonition  of  succeeding  ages,  -to  the 
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end  of  time.  St.  Paul,  speaking  of  the  very  trans; 
acdons  related  in  our  Paalm,  saith  of  them,  "  Now 
"  bU  these  things  happened  unto  them  for  ensamples, 
"  Gr.  TuwBi,  types ;  and  they  are  written  for  our  ad- 
"  monition,  upon  whoim  the  ends  of  the  world  are 
"  come  :"  1  Cor.  x.  I  i.  We  Christians,  therefore, 
moBt  consider  ourselves  as  the  "  people"  who  are  to 
"  give  ear  to  the  law,"  or  "  doctrine,"  inculcated  by 
the  following  epitome  of  the  Israelitish  history ;  wb 
most  **  incline  our  ears  to  the  words  of"  the  Pro- 
phet's "  mouth." 

2.  r  wiU  open  my  mouth  in  a  parable :  I  toiU 
utter  dark  sayings  of  old :  3.  Which  toe  have  heard 
and  known,  and  ^ur  fathers  have  told  us. 

The  Psalm,  being  in  itself  a  plain  narrative  of 
facts,  can  contain  nothing  parabolical  or  enigmatical 
in  it,  unless  those  focts  were,  what  St.  Paul  affirms 
them  to  have  been,  "  ensatnples,"  types,  or  repre- 
sentations of  other  facts  relative  to  the  Christian 
church.  As  facts,  they  were  "  heard  and  known," 
aod  handed  down  from  fother  to  son  ;  but,  with  re- 
spect to  the  instructions  and  admonitions  cofnpre- 
hended  in  them,  and  to  be  extracted  by  an  applica- 
tion to  parallel  times  and  circumstances,  they  bad 
the  nature  of  a  "  parable,"  requiring  wisdom  and  at- 
tention so  to  understand  and  apply  them.  It  is  ob- 
servable, that  our  Lord  is,  by  St.  Matthew,  said  to 
hare  spoken  to  the  multitude  altogether  in  parables, 
"  tiiat  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by  the 
"  Prophet,  saying,  1  will  open  my  mouth  in  para- 
"  hies,"  &c.  citing  the  second  verse  of  the  Psalm 
now  before  us:  Mat.  xiii.  35.     If  it  doth  not  fol- 
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low  frorn  thi^  rttftlion,  that  the  Prophet  bctuafly 
speaka  the  f^ahn  iti  the  person  of  Christy  yet  thiiA 
much  at  least  is  evfdent  flfom  ft,  that  the  history  of 
old  Israel  soMeVrhat  i*e8emble«  the  letter  of  the  Gos- 
(lel  ^rahlea,  and  contains,  stiadowed  oat  andet  it, 
the  hittofy  of  &  ccMre^ondeiA  ttate  of  things  in  the 
ttew  Isftiel,  or  thbrch  ChnMian*.  And  tttthougb 
Yhe  Psftlm,  like  a  large  and  capacious  palace,  be  laid 
<ofit  into  a  multitude  *of  different  apattmente ;  yet, 
pcA'hapd,  we  tnay  find,  th^  the  Scriptures  of  the  New 
Testament  will  furnish  us  with  a  key,  which  will  gain 
^S  admission  into  every  mie  of  them,  nftd  put  us  in 
possession  <^  the  treasures  o(  (Kvine  wisdom  therein 
deposited. 

4.  We  will  not  hide  them  frtffn  tkeir  ehitdren, 
thtiwing  to  the  generati&A  to  cottie,  Heb.  the  latter 
'g€nenition,tkepraise3oftkehofitt,andkis  strength, 
-and  his  wondet'fut  work$  that  he  hath  done. 

l^e  wrtter  «f  this  Psdm  is  desirous  that  "  the 
"  prraises  of  Jehovah,  his  strength,  And  the  wonder- 
**  fal  works  that  he  hath  4one,"  an  account  of  wbich 
bad  reached  his  own  time,  bbiyuld  be  transmitted 
t^roffgh  bH  the  periods  of  the  Jewish  economy,  ■down 
to  the  ^nrw  "m,  the  ^'  latter  gefleration,"  or  genera- 
tion to  arise  In  the  "  latter  days ;"  the  geneiutton  of 
the  faithful,  to  be  begottctn  tinto  Giod,  from  'among 
the  Gentiles-,  through  the  Gospel.  Of  tliis  genera- 
tion are  we,  who  now,  in  these  words  of  the  holy 

*  "  In  parabolis"— Aliud  dicit;  aliufl  inDoit;  ac  pfsterito- 
Ifum  specie  firtura  ^ries^it.  M  quoque  ex.  persona  Chrisli ; 
Matt.  xiii.  36.    BofesuBT. 
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Psalmist,  do  frooi  age  to  a^  "  iboir  the  praiieB  of 
"  the  Lord"  our  Saviour,  "  and  bis  Btreng;tb  aod  his 
"  wondrous  wotks  that  he  hath  done"  for  us,  as  h« 
promised  and  foreshowed  in  his  dispenatioaB  of  old 
Ume.  The  glorious  tiieme  was  delivered  bj  the 
Israelkish  to  the  CtvistiaD  church,  and  will  be 
resumed  in  heaven,  there  for  ever  to  employ  the 
tongues  of  saiots,  and  the  harps  (rf  angd^. 

5.  fitr  he  eatablished  a  teatimot^  in  Jaeoh,  and 
appointed  a  taw  in  Israel,  tckich  he  commanded  our 
fatker«,  that  tk^  «hoiidd  make  them  hmcn  to  their 
tAUdrem,:  €.  J%at  the  generation  u>  corns,  or,  latter 
generation,  might  know  then,  cren  the  chUdr&t 
whicfa  ^Jkotdd  be  bom;  who  shPtUd  ariae,  and  de- 
clare tben  to  their  chilt^en. 

The  account  (^  God's  dealings  with  his  pec^  io 
be  celebrated  in  our  Psalm,  begins  with  the  "  Law," 
CM*  "testimony,  appointed  and  established  in  iwael," 
by  tbe  hand  of  Moses.  U  ader  these  names  are  com- 
pwhendedj  not  only  the  precepts  and  ceremonies, 
but  &e  several  transactions  to  which  4bey  referred, 
aad.in«ommemivati90  of  whicfa  they  were  instituted; 
98  fllso  th^t  future  «slvatioD,  to  which  they,  as  well 
■as  the  f^naactions,  bad  an  a^ect.  Thus  the  {wasr 
over,  for  ia^ace^  looked  backward  ^to  the  redempr 
4ion  by  Moses,  and  forward  to  that  h^  Messiah. 
The  law  thtia  considered,  a^i  involviug  the  Gospol 
witbin-it,  was,  to  widcffstaodtng  and  pious  Israelites, 
^eibuotain  of  wisdom  and  source  of  deligfat.  They 
wejre  to  meditate  therean  'day  aod  night,  and  teach 
4heir  children  to  do  likewise ;  uo^,  with  its  types 
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realized,  and  its  prophecies  accomplished,  in  the 
Redeemer,  it  should  go  forth  out  of  Sion  in  perfect 
beauty,  and  run  and  be  glorified  among  the  nations. 
The  "  law"  and  the  "  teslimony"  are  now  become 
ours ;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  transmit  them  down  to 
latest  posterity,  until  Jesus  shall  return  to  judge- 
ment. 

7.  ^Hiat  they  might  set  their  hope  in  God,  and 
not  forget  the  works  of  God,  hut  keep  his  comgnand- 
menta:  8.  And  might  not  be  as  their  fathers,  a 
$tubboT7t  and  rebetlioua  generation  ;  a  generation 
that  set  not  their  heart  aright,  and  whose  spirit 
was  not  steadfast  with  God. 

The  reason  is  here  assigned,  why  God  gaTe  Israel 
a  law,  and  commanded  that  fathers  should  teach  it 
to  their  children,  and  their  children's  children  ;  and 
the  same  reason  holds  with  regard  to  the  Gospel ; 
nanltely,  that  the  chosen  people,  renouncing  the 
world,  with  its  idols  and  lusts,  should  believe  and 
"  set  their  hope  in"  the  true  "  God,"  the  only  Sa- 
viour; that  they  should  "  not  forget  the  works"  which 
he  hath  wrought  for  their  redemption ;  and  that, 
ever  mindful  of  those  works,  they  shouldjove  him, 
and  "  keep  his  commandments ;"  not  following  the 
examples  of  the  fathers  of  Israel,  who  proved  "  faith- 
"less,"  and  "rebellions"  in  the  wilderness,  when 
God  had  brought  them  out  of  Egypt.  This  is  the 
very  use  St.  Paul  makes  of  those  examples.  "  With 
"  some  of  them,"  says  he,  "God  was  not  well  pleased, 
"  for  they  were  overgrown  in  the  wilderness.  Now 
"  these  things  were  our  examples,"  wwn  if^mv,  "  to 
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"  the  intent  ws  should  not  lust  after  eril  things,  or 
"be  idolaters,  or  commit  fornication^  &c  Sec.  as  did 
"  some 'of  them."     1  Cor.  x.  5. 

9.  The  children  of  Ephraim,  being  armed,  and  ^ 
carrtfing  hows,  turned  back  in  the  day  of  battle. 

As  tbe  contest  treats  concerning  the  behaviour  of 
Israel  in  general,  upon  their  coming  out  of  Egypt ; 
and  as  the  cowardice  of  the  tribe  of  Epbraim  in  par- 
Ucular,  at  that  time,  is  no  where  mentioned,  it  is 
therefore  most  probable,  that  one  tribe  is  here  put 
for  all  the  rest ;  and  that,  under  the  figure  of  men, 
when  prepared  for  battle,  turning  their  backs  at  sight 
of  an  enemy,  is  pointed  out  that  disposition  of  the 
Israelites,  after  all  their  promises,  resolutions,  and 
TOWS  of  serring  and  obeying  God,  to  fall  away,  and 
relapse  into  sin,  upon  the  first  temptation.  How 
often  is  this  the  case  with  the  Christian  soldier !  Let 
not  him,  who  hath  but  Just  put  on  his  spiritual 
armour,  boast,  like  bim  who  is  putting  it  oiT,  when 
the  fight  is  over,  and  the  victory  obtained. 

10.  Jhf^  kept  not  Ike  covenant  of  God,  and  re- 
fuaed  to  malk  in  his  law  ;  1 1.  Andforgat  his  works, 
and  his  wonders,  that  he  had  showed  them.  12. 
Marvellous  things  did  he  in  the  sight  of  their  fa- 
thers, in  the  land  of  Egypt,  in  the  field  ofZoan, 

These  verses,  it  is  apprehended,  describe  in  plain 
terms,  what  was  metaphorically  expressed  in  the 
Terse  preceding,  namely,  the  proneness  of  the  Israel- 
ites to  break  the  "  covenant,"  transgress  the  "  law," 
and  forget  the  "  works"  of  God,  even  those  astonish- 
ing works  wrought  in  "  Egypt/'  and  in  "  Zoan,"  its 
capital  city.  Let  tbe  Christian,  who  perhaps  is 
amazed  at  the  frequent  rebellions  of  stiff-necked 
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Israel,  reflet^  a  little  within  lumself,  how  be  has 
observed  tbe  baptismal  "covenant,"  how  he  has 
"  walked  in  the  law,"  end  with  what  g^ratititde  be 
has  reiueHtbered  tiie  "  marvellous  w<M'kB"  of  Jesos. 

13.  He  divided  the  sea,  and  caused  litem  to  pass 
■ihrough;and  he  made  the  watersto  aiand  as  «r  heap. 

From  the  miracles  wrought  in  Egypt,  the  Paalnist 
proceeds  to  what  happeoed  at  the  E&odos.  Aad 
lieie  he  fiuts  not  to  mention  that  great  vffok  of  Al- 
mighty power,  the  diviMon  of  the  RedSea,  which  was 
ever  appemost  in  tbe  thoughts  of  a  devout  Israelite  ; 
as  the  passc^e  of  the  church,  in  Christ  h&:  Sayioor, 
through  tbe  grave  «nd  gate  of  death,  ought  never  to 
depart  froai  the  memory  of  a  Ghrislian. 

14.  In  the  d(^-time  also  he  led  them  with  a  deatd, 
and  all  the  rUght  isith  a  light  of  fire. 

Daring  the  forty  years'  pilgrimage  of  Israel  in  the 
wilderness,  a  [veternatural  'CDlumn  of  fire  and  cloud 
stt^ided  the  camp.  It  rested  with  them,  and  moved 
on  before  them,  direeting  and  conducting  them  in 
their  journeys ;  in  tbe  night-season  it  was  a  biigbt 
and  sbinii^  light ;  and  in  the  day-time  it  afforded  a 
grateful  codling  Eibade  irom  tbe  bumiog-heat  of  those 
snltry  deserts.  Thus  is  Christ  present  with  his 
chucch,  wliile  she  sfgoums  upon  earUi,  by  his  Word 
.and  bis  Spirit,  ^aiding  her  steps,  enlightening  her 
darkness,  and  mitigating  her  sorrows. 

15.  He  claoe  the  rocks  in  the  wildem0ss,and gaoe 
them  drink  as  out  of  the  great  depths.  16.  He 
brought  streams  also  out  of  the  rock,  and  caused 
waters  to  run  down  like  rivers. 

"  Let  us,"  saith  bishop  Taylor,  "  by  the  aids  of 
memory  and  fancy,  consider  the  diitdren  of  dsnel  in 
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fde  wiMie'mies^  in  a  batrea  and  dry  land  where  no 
vmter  vfta,  m&njring  in  dust  and  &re,  not  wet  witji 
ttie  dew  of  Iveaven,  bnt  vrholly  Without  nmistare,  MVe 
OBly  what  dropped  from  their  own  brows.  The  kit 
WftB  five,  and  the  vermin  was  fire ;  the  Qymg  ser- 
pents were  of  tiie  same  kindred  ffilh  the  finnament ; 
tkeir«ting  was  a  flame,  Aeftr  venom  was  a  fever,  and 
the  feVer  n  calentare ;  And  the  whole  state  of  (he 
Itiraelites'  abode  and  travel  was  a  IHtle  image  of  the 
tby  c^j'adgement,  when  the  ekmenls  sfaalt  melt  vrith 
ferTCttt  hesit.  These  men,  like  salamanders  walking 
in  fire,  dry  with  heat,  scorched  with  thirst,  and  made 
y€4  more  thirsty  by  calling  npon  God  for  water; 
BOppose,  I  say,  these  thirsty  souls,  hearing  Moses 
promise  that  he  will  smite  the  rodk,  and  that  a  river 
shoQld  break  forth  from  thence ;  observe  1k>w  pre- 
sently they  ran  to  the  foot  of  the  springing  stone, 
thrusting  forth  their  heads  and  tongues  to  meet  the 
water,  impatient  of  delay,  ciyjng  out  that  the  vrater 
did  not  move,  like  light,  all  at  once :  and  then  sup- 
pose ^  pleasore  of  thar  drink,  the  insatiableness  of 
their  deafee,  the  immensity  of  ttieir  appetite :  tfiey 
took  in  as  tavxk  as  they  coaM,  and  they  denred 
VRVch  Wfore.  This  was  their  Sacrament,  and  Ais 
was  thefr  manner  of  receivmg  it.  And  if  that  water 
wttsatypei^ourSacmment,  or  a  Sacrament  of  the 
same  secret  blessing,  then  is  their  ftiirst  a  significa- 
tion of  our  doty*." 

17.  ^ndth^$iren€di/et  more  against  him,  b^pro- 
wkiitg  the  Mo9t  Wigh  in  the  wilderness,  18.  And 


>  Worthy  CommtuiicftDt,  p.  82. 
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th^  tempted  God  in  their  hearts,  by  asking  meat  for 
their  lust.  19.  Yea,  tka/  spake  against  God  ;  th^ 
said,  Can  God  furnish  a  table  in  the  wilderness  f 
30.  Behold,  he  smote  the  rock,  that  the  waters 
gushed  out,  and  the  streams  overjlowed;  can  he 
give  bread  also,  or  provide  flesh,  for  hu  people  f 

These  frequent  rebellions  of  Israe],  with  the  pre- 
sence of  God  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  his  miracles 
before  their  eyes,  would  seem  incredible,  had  they 
been  related  any  where  but  in  the  oracles  of  truth - 
and  did  not  the  heart  of  every  self^knowiog  Christian 
at  once  acknowledge  the  picture  which  is  here  drawn 
of  human  nature,  its  incredulity  and  perrerseDesB, 
For  hath  not  God  delivered  us  from  the  house  of 
bondage,  and  supported  us  in  the  wilderness  ?  is  not 
Jesus  present  in  the  church,  end  are  not  bis  miracles 
of  love  and  mercy  continually  before  onr  eyes,  in  the 
Word  and  in  the  Sacrament  P  Yet,  who  does  not  still 
"  provoke"  and  "  tempt  the  Most  High  ?"  who  does 
not  ask  provision  for  his  "  lust,"  when  his  necessities 
are  satisfied  P  and  who,  after  all  the  proofs  he  has 
had  of  God's  power  and  goodness,  is  not  apt,  upon 
every  appearance  of  danger,  to  be  diffident  and 
distrustful  of  his  providence  ?  Before  we  condema 
others,  let  us  try  ourselves,  and  Judge  righteous 
judgement  When  David  pronounced  the  words, 
"  The  man  that  bath  done  this  thing  shall  surely 
"  die,"  little  did  he  think  of  being  told,  by  his  faith- 
ful monitor,  "  Thou  art  the  man."  Conscience^  if 
duly  interrogated,  will  be  a  Nathan  to  every  one, 
and  show  him  his  own  transgressions,  in  those  of  old 
Israel. 
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S).  Therefore  the  Lobd  heard  this,  and  was 
wroA :  80  a  fire  was  kinged  against  Jacob,  and 
anger  also  came  up  against  Israel;  2S.  Because 
tiiof  believed  not  in  God,  and  trusted  not  in  his  sal- 
vatum :  33.  Jhougk  he  had  commanded  the  clouds 
jrom  above  and  opened  the  doors  of  heaven,  24:.  And 
had  rained  doan  numna  upon  them  to  eat,  and  had 
gioen  them  of  the  com  of  heaven.  25.  Jtfan  did 
eat  angels' food :  he  sent  them  meat  to  the  full. 

The  disconteots  mentioned  above,  in  verse  17, 
&C.  were  posterior  not  only  to  the  miracle  at  the 
rock,  but  also  to  the  giH  of  "  manna,"  which,  after 
iome  little  time,  the  people  "  loathed,"  and  demand- 
ed "  flesh,"  repenting  that  they  had  forsaken  Egypt, 
where  they  &red  more  to  their  satisfaction:  see 
Nnmb.  xi.  The  cause  of  the  discontents  was  infide- 
lity, and  the  effect  of  them  a  display  of  God's  indig- 
nation :  "  The  Lord  was  wroth — because  they  be- 
"  lieved  not,"  &c.  Now,  as  St  Paul  styles  the  water 
"  spiritual,"  or,  sacramental  "  drink,"  proceeding 
from  "  a  spiritual  rock,  which  rock  was  Christ ;"  so 
he  terms  the  manna,  "  spiritual,"  or,  sacramental 
"  meat :  They  did  all  eatof  that samespiritual  meat:" 
1  CJor.  X.  3.  And  our  Lord,  in  John  vi.  discourses 
at  large  upon  the  subject,  to  convince  the  Jews,  that 
Ood,  who  gave  to  their  fathers  manna  in  the  wilder- 
ness, had  in  hih  given  them  "  the  true  bread"  of 
eternal  life,  which  the  manna  was  intended  to  repre- 
sent "I  am  the  living  bread  which  came  down 
'*  from  heaven ;  if  any  man  eat  of  this  bread  he  shall 
"  live  for  ever  ;■  and  the  bread  that  I  will  give,  is  my 
"  fleth,  which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of  the  world." 
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Cfaitst  eracified  i*  tb«  Buppoit  of  Bpiritual  and  eter- 
nal life ;  feith  ia  the  mouth  by  which  this  lapport  i> 
received;  manpa  was  an  outward  and  visible  sign  of 
it  to  the  IsraeliteB  in  th«  wilderness ,-  the  eucharistie 
bread  is  such  to  Christians  in  the  worid.  When  Umt 
hniy  ordinance  is  celebrated,  "  tiie  doors  of  heaven 
"  are  opened,"  spirttual  food  it  given  froni  above, 
"  and  man  eats  DHOt^  DTtV,  the  bread  of  th« 
"  mighty  ones  ;"  whether  by  *'  mighty  wiea"  we  van- 
derstand  those  who  eat  the  bread,  and  are  invigorated 
thereby,  or  the  blessed  persons  who  give  the  bread  ta 
man-  Such  is  our  manna,  our  sustenance  in  the  wit* 
derness,  our  viaticum,  while  on  the  road  to  Canaan. 
But  how  is  it "  loathed,"  and  despised,  in  comparison 
with  "  the  flesh-pots  of  Eg-ypt,"  by  men  who  "  be- 
"  lieve  not  in  God,  and  trust  not  in  his  saWatioB  f 
Will  not  the  same  cause  produce  the  same  ^ect } 
Will  not  "  Jehovah  hear  this,  and  be  wroth  ?"  lyill 
not  "  a  fire  be  kiodted  against  Jacob,  and  anger  also 
"  come  up  against  Israel  ?"  "  For  this  cquse,"  saith 
an  apostle  to  the  irreverent  Corinthian  receiver^ 
"  many  are  weak  and  sickly  among  you,  and  m^y 
"sleep,"     1  Cor.  xi.  30. 

^.  Heca¥aed  an  east  wind  to  bhw  in  the  heaugn: 
and  bif  hifpower  he  brougktin  thegoutkviind.  27. 
He  rained fi^sh  aho.  upon  them  a»  dust,  andfeatket- 
edfowh  like  as  the  sand  of  the  aea.  ^.  Mdheiet 
it  fail  in  the  midst  of  their  camp,  round  about  their 
habitations.  29.  So  thof  did  eat,  and  were  weli 
^Ued :  for  he  gave  them  their  own  desire :  SO.  Tliey 
were  not  estranged  from  their  lust.  Bui  while  the 
meat  Tsas  2/^  in  their  mouths,  31.  !Ehe  wrath  of  God 
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came  vpon  them,  and  %lem  thefaUesi  af  tkem,  ami 
»m(d«  down  the  chosen  taen  of  Israei. 

The  people,  diBconteated  with  maaoa,  aaked,  ia 
a  tnmnltuoDi  aed  rebellioas  way,  for  flesh,  at '  the 
same  ticoe  distrusting  the  power  of  God  to  give  it 
them  in  the  wilderness.  Flesb,  however,  was  pro- 
cured. A  wind,  proper  for  the  occasion,  went  forth 
fron  Jehovah,  and  brought  a  cloud  of  quails,  which 
furnished  the  whcde  camp  with  a  most  delicious  kind 
of  flesh  food,  for  the  space  of  an  entire  month.  But 
from  the  event  we  learn,  that  inordinate  desires, 
tboDgh  sometimes  complied  with,  and  satisfied  by 
heaven,  do  not  therefore  go  unpunished;  on  the 
coiUrary,  they  are  often  punished  by  being  com- 
plied with.  The  blessings,  chosen  fbr  us  by  God, 
are  Uessings  indeed,  and,  like  the  manna,  bring  no 
sorrow  with  them :  but  when  we  choose  for  ourselves, 
and  are  so  unhappy  as  to  be  gratified  in  that  choice, 
our  portion  too  often  proves  a  curse ;  and,  while  the 
much-loved  morsel  is  yet  between  our  teeth,  "  the 
"  wrath  of  God  comes  upon  us,"  for  making  a  wrong 
choice.  This  will  always  be  the  case  in  the  end, 
whenever  earth  is  preferred  to  heaven,  and  sense  to 
&ith. 

33.  J^  all  thit  th^  sinned  still,  and  believed 
not  for  hig  teoudrous  toorks.  33.  Ifierefore  tkeir 
di^s  did  ke  consume  in  vanity,  and  their  years  in 
tr<»ibie. 

Mercies  are  fc^owed  by  provocations ;  provoca- 
tions are  punished  with  judgements ;  to  judgements 
ncceed  repeated  provocations,  wbich  call  down  fresh 
jadgements.  Immediately  after  the  history  of  the 
qaaib,  we  read  of  a  sedition  stirred  up  by  Aaron  and 
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MiriBtn,  and  of  new  murmurB  at  the  report,  brought 
by  the  spies,  concerning  the  promised  land ;  in  am* 
sequence  of  which  last,  the  nation  had  been  deatroy- 
edj  but  for  the  intercession  of  Moses ;  and  the  whole 
generation  of  those  who  caoie  out  of  Egypt,  except 
Joshna  and  Caleb,  actually  fell  in  the  wilderness, 
wasted  and  consumed  by  various  plagues  and  calami- 
ties, during  a  forty  years'  peregrination :  see  Nuuih. 
xii.  xiil  xiv.  St.  Jude  makes  mention  of  such  a  ge- 
neration  in  the  eariy  days  of  the  Christian  church, 
speaker^f  "  hard  speeches  against  Christ,  murmur- 
"  ers,  complainers,  walking  after  their  own  lusts ;" 
and  he  therefore  puts  converts  "  in  remembrance, 
"  bow  that  the  Lord,  having  saved  the  people  out  of 
"  the  land  of  Egypt,  afterward  destroyed  Ibem  that 
"  believed  not:"  Jude,  verse  5.  and  15.  Because, 
notwithstanding  all  that  Jesus  has  done,  and  con- 
tinues to  do  for  the  church,  men  "  sin  yet  more,  and 
"  believe  not  for  his  wondrous  works,"  but  either 
despise  the  heavenly  country,  or  despair  of  obtaining 
it,  therefore  is  the  hand  of  God  heavy  upon  ^e 
world  ;  "  vanity  and  trouble"  wear  out  the  life  of 
roan ;  and  they  who  have  passed  the  waters  of  bap- 
tism, fall  short  of  the  promised  rest. 

'34r.  When  he  slew  them,  then  they  sought  Mm: 
and  thof  returned,  and  inquired  early  after  God. 
35.  And  they  remembered  that  God  was  their  rock, 
and  the  high  God  their  redeemer.  36.  J^everthe- 
less  they  did  flatter  him  with  their  mouth,  and  th^ 
lied  unto  him  with  their  tongues.  37.  For  their 
heart  was  not  right  with  him,  neither  were  they 
steadfast  in  his  covenant. 

Several  instances  of  this  behaviour  occur  in  the 
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faiatory  of  Konh's  rebellion  and  punishinetit,  of  the 
fiery  serpents,  aA<l  of  Israel  and  Moab  :  see  Na'mb. 
xvi.  XX.  xxi.  XXV.  The  Israelites,  in  this  particular, 
ceseiabled  their  great  persecutor  Pharaoh ;  their  re- 
pentance, which -came  with  the  divine  jndgements, 
went  also  away  with  them,  and  appeared  no  more: 
By  n^t  the  dew  &)teth  from  heaven,  and  refresheth 
the  weary  ground,  and  causeth  the 'green  herb  and 
flie  flowcar  of  the  field  to  revive  and  Spring ;  but  tn 
the  morning  the  sun  ariseth  with  a  burning  heat; 
and  presffliUy  the  dew  is  evaporated,  the  grass  wither- 
eth,  the  fiower  fitdeth,  and  the  ground' again  be- 
cotB^h  .parched  and  dry,  as  b^we.  Thirs  it  is  with 
nan.  AdWirity  is  tiie  night,  and  grace  is  the  dew, 
by  w^Idt^hir  heart'  is  mode  tender  and  religion^,  and' 
goodresdutionsarefoirnfied,  andbegintoshoot;  but 
Ktnnung  pAMiperity  Ime  the  force  and  effect  of  a 
nmmw  tus :  at  its  presence  piety  vaniahetb,  resd- 
lationB' come  to  nothing,  and  the  heart  is  once  more 
hardenedi  '  "  OEphraim,"  exclaims  Jehovah  by  his 
pvo^het,  "what  shall  I  do  unto  thee  ?  O  Judali,  what 
"  ^all  I  do  unto  thee?  for  yonr  goodness  is  as  a 
"  moemng  cloud,  and  as  the  early  dew  it  passeth 
"away:"  Hos.  vi.  4.  "Who,  that  hath  been  con- 
venant  inlthe  house  (tf  mourning,  and  about  the  bed 
of  sidcnesB,  bat  m'ast  have  seen  frequent  instances  of 
d-tea^rarj  and  dec^tflil  repentance  ?  Whose  heart 
^Jothnoi  reproach  him  wkh^ome  of  these  backslidings 
of  Israel  ?  in  the  day,  therefore,  of  healthy  and 
strength,  and  prosperity,  before  the  indignation  of 
Heaven  break  forth,  aod  the  right-aiming  thunder- 
be^  fly  abroad,  from  a  motive  of  love,  not  of  fear, 

VOL.  II.  D 

D,a,l,z..bvG00gIe 


34  A  COUHENTA&Y  ttBMXH  W. 

let  dp,  "  se^  early  «fl«r  CM.  wi  vetaUB  from  Mr 
"  aios,  remembering  the  rock  of  our  aikntioa,  aad 
"  the  higb  God,  our  Redeemer."  Thar  in^  wc 
enteirtain  some,  hope,  that  our  converiioii  ia  i inceie  ; 
that  we  (lo  not  "  flwLlcr  and  lie"  mito  onr  Bi^tr; 
that  our  "  heart  k  right  with  hinij"  and  w*  shaH 
continue  "  eteadfiut  in  hi»  covenant"  And  then,  a 
plant  that  i&  «et  and  lives  in  th«  beat  oi  the  daj,  how 
vrill  it  thrive  and  floorivb  iiadAi  the  cool  end  mcHrt 
influences  of  night ! 

38.  Svt  he,  bevtg  jME  a/  e«iipMnoM,  fargmom- 
their  imquiU/,  and  deatitoyed  them.  n«<  .*  310^  wtamf 
a  time  twrt^  he  kit  oMgcr  ema^,  aaat  did  nti  atir 
tip  all  hit-  vrath.  3%.  fbr  ke  remtmkercd  Aat 
lA^  w«re  hatfie^j  a  mud,  or  biraadA^  thatpaat- 
eth  (mffsf,  and  cometh  not  agam. 
.  Had  Ood  ^'  stirred  up  all  hit  wMtb^"  khe  S«acMea 
must  have  been  externinatediBi  the  wUdenwsfc  Bak 
Uien,  the  {trorouea  made  to  Abrebani^  ofi  mercjr  madi 
"  oontpaa^ioa"  to  th4n»  and  by  Ihnm  to-all  aenfctndv 
had  foiibdn  Therefore  tbey  w«re  "  fttrgireA,"  uul: 
t|ot  *'  destroyed:"  judgeipent,  was,  execritedrfrnnr 
tiine' to  time,  upon  tbeperscHi  9£ofiendfers;  faa£  ■Aitt' 
a  remnant  was  left;  Uie  Mtion  BabsiiUd,  untilftke 
Seed  came  to  whom  the  fsofim»  was:  toadcw  JUtiy^ 
although  in  conuqueace  ^f  lAietr  laHb  andgcMteit 
(;rims^,thetf  polity  wbb  wbterted  wilb  their  aky  and^ 
tfiDfjpie>  Ae  raceisyetmarTelfoualypKaecwd;:  andy. 
we  tru|f,  pifeserved  foe  mercy  to  be  shewn  theai  in: 
the  Wat  4^-.  l^ii«t  aogry^QLendJetD,  f(Ke«cr 
witfi.  them,  or  witb  u» ;  bql;  r^enkbiii'  «£  what  mat- 
teri^s  we,  are,  made,  and  iato-wbat  a  slate  we  are 
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faSAexk ;  bov  wo»k  Aod  bow  f»U  we  ore  t  ttow  li^le' 
to-be  sedacdd  mtoilaj  and  btindetf  by  ef  r«r :  reiMiW' 
lw(bi0«  O  Lord,  and  fopjjpve  in;  and  tMdma  to 
WBienib4F  i^  tbtU  we  may  fbr^ve  oim  anotber. 

40.  iloiD  o/it  <tJd  ih^  provoke  him  in  the  inUM>- 
MU»>  Aftd.grn'eife  Aim  t»  the  detert  *  41^  Tea,  they 
tmmed  b«ch,  dnd  tempted  Qsd,  and  HmUed  the  H6^  . 
Ont  of  Israel.  4^  Th^rememb&ndwiihahand, 
was  the  dd^  when  he  detivered  them  from  the  htmd 
«f^  enemgf:  43.  Hvwhe  had  torougkt  hia  aigni 
im  Migs/pt,  and  his  toonders  in  the  afield  of  Zdan. 

Tbe  qoettioB  wlncb  tbe  PsEdmist  bere  aakAy  eon- 
coming  laraei  in  tbe  wUderaesi,  »  elgewbere  asked 
by  b«R««moeriiingma9kindki  general :  "Wbocad 
"  teU'  bow  oft  he  ofieadeth  ?"  Ps.  ztx.  1^.  God 
iafiHUis  MoRM,  who  had  interceded  for  the  peepl^ 
and,  ip  tfae  naaae  of  the  gieat  Mediator,  obtained 
their  pudaa,  that  "  tbose  roen  which  had  aeen  bit 
-.  glory^  and  his  miracle*  wbich  be  did  I*  Egypt  aAd 
''  ijk'tbe  wilderneM,  bad  tempted  him  ten  Umes,  and 
"  had  not  be^caed  to  his  vmee:"  Numb.  xiv.  S8. 
Ftff^ialwm  of  tbe  aiCTcies  of  iicdeaif)tion  i«  the 
b^nnidg  of  lia ;  and  tiioiigb  every  one  kaotn  how 
toiMcotud  deteet  the  crime  of  mgntitude  ki  ano- 
fimr  h«  y«t  tbkilia  that  t^  bert  benefiuter  wiH  of e^- 
look  the  UQKt  6agSMit  ioatancea  of  il  in  binisdf. 

•Hv  -dffd  had  turned  their  riners  into  blood  ;  and 
thftirjleada, that th^eonld not drinM.  45.  Heoent 
dioers  wrto  of  fiiea,  Heb.  a  maxtta^e,  whether  oi 
beaftts>  or  insects,  moisome  and  destructive,  among 
them,  V)hiek  dmoured  them  ;  tmdfroge^  mhtch  dfi- 
»tr9^ei  them.  46.  He  gaum  also  their  ineratte 
o% 
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tmto  the  eaterpUUtr,  and  their  labour  unto  the  lo- 
cust. 47.  He  destToyed  their  'raiM  icttA  kdU,  and 
their,  ^camore-tTees  taithfroit.  48.  He  gave  up 
their  caitle  alBO  to  the  hail,  and  their  Jlock$  to  hot 
tkunderboUs,  aijjiaahes  of  lightning. 

The  Peaim  goes  back  to  the  subject  of  Ivaelitish 
ingratitude,  meQtioaed  at  the  beg'inningi  Tene  H, 
\%,  in  order  to  introduce  an  account  of  the  niiracles 
wrought  iu  Egypt  previous  to  the  exodn9.  These 
miracles  were  intended  to  evince  the  superiority  of 
Jehovah  over  the  elements  end  powers  of  natupB, 
which  at  that  time  were  objects  of  worship  amongst 
the  Egyptians,  but  plainly  appeared  to  act  at  the 
qomoiBfid  of  Moses,  in  sobordiaation  to  their  great 
Creator,  the  God  of  the  Hebrews,  latbe  heavens, 
on  the  earth,  and  in  the  waters,  suprenwcyandinde- 
pen4ency  were  demonstrated  to  belong  tO'  him  only ; 
fire  and  qir,  thunder  iiuid  lightningv  windi  rdn,  and 
hail,  obeyed  his  word:  rivers  became  bloodj  and  tb^ir 
inhabitants  perished ;  insticts  and  animals  left  A<eir 
wonted  habitations,  to  destroy  vegetables,  ot  toi'tnent 
ntan:  so  that  wherever  the  gods  of 'Egypt  were  sop- 
posed  to  reside,  and  to  exert  their  influenceft  in  fhvoar 
nf  their  votaries,  in-all  places  and'ull  circumstancftsj 
.i[tctoiy:deelared  for  Jehovah.  Hence  fflod«-fli  as  trett 
as  ancient  idolaters  may  leam  net  to  put  their  tt^lt 
in  the  world,  but  in  him  who  made,  and  who  can 
:and  will  destroy,  it;  whose  power  can  render  the  ttKM 
.insignificant  of  his  creatures  instruments  of  his  ven- 
-gcance,  and,  in  a  moment,  arm  all  the  elementa 
against  sinoera ;  and  whose  mercy  will  eniployttiRt 
powerin  the  final  salvation  of  the  church  ;  wben,'a8 
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tlte  uithor  of  the  book  of  Wi^om  expresaetti  it, 
"  He  shedl  make  tbe  creature  his  weapon  for  the  re- 
"  Tcnge  of  hia  enemies,  and  the  vrorld  shall  fight  for 
"  htmagainettheunwi§e:"  Wisdom  v.  17.30.  The 
curious  and  striking  reflections  which  that  author 
-makes  on  the  plagues  of  Egypt,  in  chap.  xi.  zvii. 
xviii.  xix.  sre  well  worthy  an  attentive  perusal.  It 
isylsotohe  observed,  that  St.  John  describes  th6 
judgements  oi  the  last  days  in  terms  plainly  alluding 
to  those  ponred  out  upon  the  Egyptians,  '*  as  locusts 
"  and  frogs,  blood  and  darkness,"  &c.  See  Rev.  ix. 
andxvi.  etal.  Underthese  imagesare  represented', 
false  teachers  and  erroneous  doctrines,  carnality  and 
ignOnmce,  and,  in  a  word,  whatever  cootributes  to 
ravage  tbe  moral  or  spiritual  world,  to  deface  the 
beauty  of  heliaeia,  and  destroy  the  fruits  of  faith. 
And  of  all  the  divine  judgements,  these  are  by  far  the 
most  dreadful,  though  generally  the  least  dreaded. 

40.  He  aiat  upon  themtke fierceness  of  his  mtger, 
TBtath,  and  indignation,  and  trot^le,  6y  setK^uig-  evU 
tmgele  among  them. 

Some  of  t^  Egyptian  plagues  having  been  spe- 
cified in  the  forgoing  verses,  others  of  them  are  here 
thrown  t(^ther,  and  the  whole  scene  is  affirmed  to 
have  been  a  full  disjday  of  wrath  and  vengeance,  ex- 
ecuted upon  the  oppressors  of  the  church  by  0*jn 
D*3N'M3,  "  evU  angels,  agents,  or  messengers :" 
whether  by  ttus  expression  we  understand  the  ma- 
terial  instruments  of  divine  displeasure ;  or  aiigets 
employed  as  mioisters  of  vengeance  ;  or  the  actual 
appearance  and  ministration  of  evil  spirits,  suffered 
to  torment, the  widted  in  this  world,  as  they  certainly 
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redemption  by  "  the  blood  of  the  Latnb,"  passed  300 
years  in  a  state  of  minority,  as  it  were,  and  ander 
persecution,  which,  with  allusion  to  what  befd 
Israel  of  old,  is  called  in  the  Revelation,  ber  flight 
and  abode  in  the  wilderness  :  Rev.  xii.  6.  M 
length  the  true  "  Joshua."  or  "  Jesus,  "  brought" 
ber  "  into  the  possession  of  the  Gentiles ;"  see  Acts 
vii;  45.  and  she  enjoyed  a  temporary  rest  and  pros- 
perity. But  no  terrestrial  Canaan,  no  secular  advan- 
tages, should  make  us  forget,  as  the  Jews  did,  and  as 
Cbristians  are  apt  to  do,  that  the  cbarch  is  in  the 
wilderness,  while  she  is  in  the  world;  and  that "  there 
"  remaineth  yet"  another  and '  &r  more  glorious 
"  rest  for  the  people  of  God,"  after  which  they  ought 
ever  to  be  asiuring.     See  Heb.  iv.  9. 

56.  Yet  tkey  tempted  and  provoked  the  most  high 
God,  imd  kept  not  his  testimonies :  57.  Sut  turned 
back,  and  dealt  unfaiihfuUy  like  theirfathers :  they 
were  turned  aside  like  a  deceitful  bow.  b8.Fortht^ 
provoked  him  to  anger  with  their  high  places,  and 
tMved  him  .to  jealousy  mt/A  their  graven  images. 

The  Israelites,  when  settled  in  the  promised  land, 
soon  showed  themselves  to  be  the  gen  nine  descendants 
of  those  men  who  tempted  God  in  the  desert.  We 
can  hardly  read  two  chapters  in  the  book  of  Jui^es^ 
but  we  meet  with  the  words,  "  And  the  children  of 
"  Israel  again  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord." 
For  this  their  frequent  rev<rfting  they  are  compared 
to  "  a  deceitful  bow,"  which,  when  put  to  the  trial, 
is  sure  to  disappoint  the  archer,  either  dropping  the 
arrow  at  his  feet,  or  carrying  it  wide  of  the  mark. 
Their  zeal  and  love  were  either  wholly  relaxed  and 
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enervated  by  sensuality  and  inddence,  or  else  tamed 
aside,  and  misplaced  on  fefee  objects  of  worehip. 
Thus,  in  the  present  decline  of  religion,  the  devotion 
of  the  Romanists  hath  attached  itself  to  saints,  angels, 
and  images ;  while  that  of  Protestants  sleepeth,  and 
roast  be  awakened.  In  what  manner,  is  known  to 
God  only. 

59.  When  God  heard  this,  he  was  wroth,  and 
greatly  abhorred  Israel :  60.  So  that  he  forsook  the 
tabernacle  of  ShUoh,  the  terU  which  he  placed 
among  men;.  61.  And  delivered  hia  strength  into 
captivity,  and  hia  glory  into  the  enenu/'a  hand. 

Rebellion  agdnst  God,  will,  sooner  or  later,  draw 
down  his  vengeance,  and  cause  the  most  -beloved 
nation  to  be  "  abhorred"  by  him :  he  will  fors^e  the 
placeofhis  residence,  "the  tent  placed  among  men,"* 
where  he  dwelleth  by  his  Spirit;  and.the church, 
by  which  his  '*  strength"  and, bis  "  glory"  arc 
manifested  to  the  world,  shall  go  "  into  captivity, 
"  and  the  enemy's  band."  Ail  this  we  are  taught 
by  that  which  came  to  pass  in  Israel,  when,  for  the 
sins  of  priests  and  people,  t^  arii  of  Grod,  which 
then  abode  in,Shiloh,  was  suffered  to  fall  into  the 
bands  of  the  Philistines:  1  Sam.  iv.  The  present 
state  of  Jerusalem,  and. of  all  the  once-flonrishing 
Eastern  and  African  churches,  speaks  aloud  the 
same  awful  and  concerning  truth.  "  He  that  hath 
"  ears  to  hear,  let  him  bear." 

63.  He  gave  hps  people  over  also  to  the  sword : 
and  was  wroth  with  his  inheritance.^  S3.  The  fire 
consumed  their  i/aitng  men;  and  their  maidens  were 
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n(44pioen  to  mmrimge.    61  Tlbetr  f»HesC«/«ti  6jr 
theMword;  omltAetr  midotM  vmh  n»  lamenUAvm. 

Thete  versea  refer  to  Uie  slaughter  of  Israel  by  tbe 
Philistines,  v^ich  was  an  effect  of  divine  wrath,  com- 
pared here^  aa  elsewhere,  to  "  a  oooBUOiiog  fire  f 
^ey  refer  likewise  to  the  death  of  <^  Ell,  of  Hophni 
and  Phinebas,  and  tbe  widow  of  Phinefaas,  who 
expired  in  childbed,  on  hearii^the  monmfnl  news: 
1  San.  iv.  History  abounds  with  the  tragical  stM-tes 
of  wars  and  captivities :  Scripture  inf(M-ms  us,  they 
fwe  the  judgementsof  Godagainat  ein.  But  cidami- 
ties  affect  us  uoi,  tiU  they  become  onr  own  :  U  is  well 
if  tbey  reform  us,  even  when  they  do  become  so. 

65.  2Aefs  the  Loan  awaked,  as  one  ozU  of  s/e^, 
aad  like  a  m^l^  man,  tAat  thmUeth,  by  reason  of 
wine. 

While,  by  God's  perniistion,  the  Philistines  were 
(chastising  his  pe«ple  for  their  sins,  he  held  bis  peace, 
and  seemed  unconcerned,  as  one  asleep.  But  when 
due  chastisement  has  brought  the  delinqoents  to 
themstlves,  tbe  cries  of  penitent  Israel  amtkened,  as 
it  were,  and  called  forth  the  zeal  of  the  Lord  of 
bests,  to  nndicate  his  honour,  and  deliver  his  ser- 
vaots:  and  then  the  vigour  of  his  operations  was- 
such,  as  might  be  compared  to  tbe  alacrity  and  cou- 
rage of  a  mighty  champion,  w^,  refreshed  and  in- 
spirited by  wine,  he  attacks  his  adversaries,  and  bears 
down  all  before  him.  Under  all  our  sufferings,  let 
us  rest  contented  with  this  assurance,  that  God  acts 
the  part  of  a  father ;  and  wiH  therefore  reo^ove  the 
rod,  when  it  has  answered  tbe  end  proposed. 
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66.  Jnd  he  arAaie  his  eiutmei  in  ih»  hinder 
parta.-  he  put  them  to  a  perpettuU  r^^fromeh. 

Tbe  former  clause  of  this  verse  reay  be  rendered, 
"  And  he  repaWed,  or,  ^acmm,  hii  ^Demia  badt ;" 
as  Psalm  ix.  3.  "  When  mine  enemies  are  turned 
"  hm^  r  tbe  word  TiTVit  beie^  tbe  same,  in  both 
places.  But  as  that  part  of  the  sacred  history  is  here 
iUl«d«d  t9t  in  wtudi  tbe'  PbUiatines  ek«  said  to  have 
haw  pf^ded  wUh  "  emerods*'  «r  hemorrhoSds* 
while  tbe  *A  was  atnbi^t  them,  lb«  passage  is  go- 
BMnUy  rendered, 48  ia  ourtrttDslation,  and  supposed 
to  intend  that  particaiar  t^ague.  Tfaas  much,  how- 
ever, ii  citato,  that  Etagon  felt  befcH^  the  ark, 
which  his  «r«nhippen  were  glad  to  send  back,  with 
aoknowledgemente  of  the  vengeance  inflicted  on  them 
by  the  superior  pover  of  the  Ood  of  Israel,  who 
coald  punish  where,  and  when,  and  how,  be  pleased. 
See  1  Bam.  t.  tL 

67.  Moreover  he  refuaed  th*  tabemaele  ofJotepk, 
and  eho»e  n»t  the  tribe  of  Ephraim :  68.  But  ek««e 
the  trUte  of  Juduh,  ike  mmmi  Sian  tthiek  he  tov^. 
69-  And  he  Imitt  hia  sanctuary  Uke  high  palaces, 
iike  the  earth  ishieh  he  hath  established  for  ever. 
Tbe  aril,  after  its  return,  went  no  more  to  Shiloh, 
which  was  in  tbe  tribe  of  E^hmim,  the  son  of 
Joseph,  but  was  brot^t  first  to  Kiriatbaim,  1  Sam. 
vi.  21 .  a  city  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  from  Ibence, 
after  a  short  stay  at  the  hoase  of  Obed  Edom,  to 
novBt  ^oa,  I  Chron.  bit.  and  xf.  which  was  the 
chosen  and  highly  &Toai%d  mount ;  where  wasafler- 
wardi  erected,  by  Solomoo,  a  wiegniScent  and  per- 
SKUitnt  habita^n  far  the  God  of  Jacob,  daring  the 
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COpUnoance  of  the  old  dnpensation  ;  a  resemblance 
of  that  eternal  temple,  in  which  all  the  folnesa  of 
the  (lodhead  hath  since  dwelt  bodily.  The  divine 
presence  removed  at  thiH  time  to  the  tribe  of  Jndah, 
because  out  of  that  tribe,  afiter  the  rejection  of  SbvA, 
«ame  the  great  representative,  as  well  as  progenitor, 
«f  King  Messiah. 

10.  He  chose Daad  also  kia servant,  andtookkin 
Jrom  the  sheepfolds :  71.  FromfoUotemg  the  ewes 
great  with  young,  be  brought  him  to  feed  Jacob  his 
pet^Ue,  and  Israel  his  inherilanee.  72.  So  he  fed 
thevi  according  to  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  and 
guided  them  by  the  skUJutness  of  hi»  hands. 

The  call  of  David  from  a  sheepfold  to  a  throne 
teacbeth  us,  that  be  who  hath  showed  himself  ftitta- 
fol  in.  a  few  and  smaU  concerns,  is  worthy  o(  promo- 
tioD  to  more  and  more  important  cares ;  that  ^e 
qnalrScatioDs  requisite  for  a  due  discharge  of  bigb 
offices,  are  best  learned,  at  first,  in  an  inferior  station, 
especially  if  it  be  one  that  will  inure  to  labour 
and  vigilance ;  and  that  kings  are  to  consider  them'- 
selves  aa  *'  sbepberds ;"  which  consideration  would 
porhaps  teach  them  their  duty  better  than  all  the 
precept?  ia  the  world.  From  the  last  verse,  relative 
to  David's  manner  of  conducting  himself  after  his 
advanceme)it,  we  learn  that  integrity  anddiscretion^ 
when  they  meet  in  the  same  person,  form  a  complete 
ruler,  and  one  .fit  to  represent  that  blessed  person 
who.  entered,  like  his  father  David,  through  safier- 
iogs  into  his  glory ,-  who  governe^h  his  church  in 
wisdom  and  righteousness ;  and  of  whom  it  is  said,  by 
the  evangelical  prophet,  "  He  shall  feed  his  flock  like 
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**  a.«Itc)pherd,  he  ahalt  gvtber  the  lambs  with  his  arm, 
"  and  carry  them  in  hu  bosonn'^  and  shall  gently  lead' 
<<  Uiooe  that  are  with  yoang."     Isa.  xl.  11. 

,       SIXTEENTH  DAY MORNING  FRAYEK. 

PSALM   LXXIX. 

ARGUMENT. 

The  fiTgnment  of  this  Psalm  is  nearly  the  same 
'  with  that  d(  the  Ixxivth.    The  church,  persecuted 
and  afDicted,  sets  forth,  1 — 3.  the  sacrileg^us 
devastatioo,  and  cruel  slaughter,   made  by  the 
euemy,  with,  4.  the  reproach  occasioned  tiiereby ; 
5-~7-  "lie  prayeth  for  redress  and  deliverance; 
'  8^.  9L,c(H[iieiBetb,  wti-  entreateth  fbrgiveness  of  the 
■IH  whidi  had- brought  these  ciUamities  upon  herj 
'  and  then,  10 — 12.  asketh  a  removal  of  her  re< 
i^roach  and  misery ;  promising,  13.  endless  grati- 
tude and  praise  for. the  same.    We  meet  with 
p^Bsages  of  this  Psalm,  Jer,  x.  ^.  I  Mace.  yii. 
l'7,.}ia^  whea.it  was  composed  is  not  kiwWn. 

.  l.OGod,  ti^JieatJien  are  pome, into  thineinhe- 
ritaace^  (^  koijf.tetn^  hope  the^  d^ledi  tht^ 
iaveiiaid  Jer^alem  on  heaps. 

Three,  deplocable  ^alamitiefl  are  here  enumerated 
by  theiiaithful ;  the  alienation  of  God's  inheriloace, 
the  pro&nation  of  the  sanctuary,  and  the  descdetion 
of  the  bdoved  city.    When  we  represent,  in  our 
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pmycri)  the  suffering  and  iMnStttioft  of  tile  clnirdi, 
weUJiean  effectml  method  of  awakening  tiie  eom- 
paraion,  and  recalHng  thefovoar,  of  b«Kven.  Every 
redeemed  soal  is  the  inheritance,  the  temple,  the 
city  of  Ciod.  When  sin  enters,  and  tabes  pouession, 
the  inheritance  is  alienated,  the  temple  defiled,  the 
city  desolated. 

2,  7%e  dead  bodtes  of  thy  servantg  have  th^  given 
to  he  meat  unto  the  fowls  of  heaven;  IhefUahofthy 
aaints  unto  the  beasts  of  the  Mrtk.  3.  Their  blatti 
have  thof  $hed  like  water  round  ahout  Jerusaian : 
and  there  was  none  to  bury  them. 

That  hoirible  carnage  which  attends  the  siege  and 
captore  of  a  city,  is  the  fourth  of  those  calamities 
bewflited  in  oar  I^aliii.  To  behold,  or  even  to  fma- 
gme,  heaps  of  ^ag^tered  bodies  lying'  unborfed, 
wid  eKpoBcd  to  birds,  and  beasts  df  picj,  is>  inex- 
pressibly shocking  to  buaiainty,  But wiUitrhai  un- 
concern are  we  accustomed  to  view,  on  aU  sidm  of 
us,  multitudes  "  dead  in  trespasses  and  siqSj,"  torn  in 
pieces,  and  devoured  by  v/M  passions,  filthy  lusts, 
and  .infernal  spirits,  tlose  dogs  and  vultures  of  Uie 
moraT  world !  Yetrto  a  discerning  eye,  and  a  think- 
ing mhA,  the  latter  is  by  fcr  the  lAore  ntdancholy 
sight  of  the  two. 

4.  We  are  become  a  reproaeh  ie  our  neighioura  : 
»9Comandderisionl»themthata^toundab6utu3. 

A  fifth  calamity,  incident  to  nn  dieted'  church, 
» to  become,  like  captive  Israel,  the  "  s^orti  and 
**^  durisionr**  of  imAdelB,  who  fail  not,  at  such  seasons, 
to  reproach  her,  and  blaspbeme  her  God.  We  knbw 
hovr  to  answer  those  who  reproach  us  wrA  our  suf- 
2 
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Seru^^  Sot  9»  Uiieir  predeceiwrs  r^roacbed  ow 
Muter :  Iwt  wbat  aball  we  say,,  if  we  have  given  (b» 
enemy  occasion  to  re{iiroach  w  wilh  our  una?  IW 
mily  real  diagiace  of  rdiigioQ,  i*  the  wtdiedacsB  of 
its  profetson  ? 
&  Ho»  long,  Jjobs?  WiU  thou  he  amgryfar^ 

Parched  vai  enhanirtcd,  aoad*  the  flamet  oCpca- 
iecati«n,  welKhoId  Sioa  pantu^  for  the  comfinrti  of 
cedeaption.  The  exteat  and  oontHivaoce  of  Im' 
troablcfl*  cause  her  to  fear  atotalexlenninatioa;  aad 
by  the  qHestioaai  here  aakec^  ihe  tacitly  rearnidc  Oaab 
<^  his  promise*  not  tttgive  her  up,  mA  desttoy  bar 
"  fer  ever,"  en  Mcoaattif  Mcssia^-  whoni  ibe  waa 
in  the  fohte«'  of  time  tfr  laing  fiwth. 

6..  Four  Old  i^  wath  t^ou  the  heathem  Hat, 
have  not  known  thae,  and  upon,  the  kingdoma  that 
haw  mt.  ealiad  nptit  thy  name.  7.  For  <A^  have 
40twtndJaca&^  and.  laid  waste  hi*  dasUing  plac4. 

Thii^  though  attered  »  Hm  form  of  a  wWi,  or 
pmyex,  i»  to  he  eoanderedr  like  many  other  pawagev 
9i  tbft.sane  natacc,  as  a  pne^diod  a£  whai  woidA 
afterwards  come  to  pass.  PaganonibitieaaadcrQd^ 
were  «iteD  emph^edta  ell aitise  offending  Israel ;  but 
woe,  tbeoiMdTWi  aotwithstandingv  jostly  paiusbed,: 
iu  their  tarn,  by  otiMX  powan  zaiacd  upi  for  tbat 
ead.  Thai  ndaticn:  in  which  the  cburdi  atarodi  ta 
God,  oaiuea  biin>.  upon  her  repentenee,  to  appear  in 
hw'behalfi  anabtoiexecwfevci^raDceea  bwoppvcaa* 
on,  wbi»  "  know  hinLnal^  nor  call  opcni>  bi»  DanuT. 
"'We  ace  tteuie/  aaiA  Isaiabr  "  thoo'  aevev  baraM 
"  ruleovertheittjthcy  were  not  celledliy  thy  nans:" 
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xfiH.  Ift.  The  choreh,  for  her  aios,  may  deserve  to 
sniffer ;  but  her  enemieB  are  not  therefore  without 
guilt,  nor  wilt  they  escape  without  punishment. 

8.  O  Temember  not  agamst  us  former  iniqutties : 
let  thy  tender  mercies  speedily  prevent  u6  ;  for  we 
are  brought  very  ItM.  9.  Help  na,  O  God  of  our 
8alvation,fbr  the  glory  of  thy  name:  anddeUoerua 
and  purge  amt^  <mr  nna/forthy  name's  sake. 

Affliction  Imth  then  wrought  its  intended  effect, 
when  it  hath  convinced  us  of  sin,  and  led  as  to 
Dqwntance ;  when,  brought  back  by  it,  like  the 
Kinming  prodigal,  to  the  house  and  presence  <^  out 
heavenly  Father,  we  acknowledge  our  goilt  as  the 
came  of  our  misery,  and  entreat  forgiveness  of  the 
one,  in  order  to  obtain  a  release  from  the  otber;  hot 
pleading  Mir  own  merits,  buttbe  merties(tf'God  oTur 
Saviour, -and  the  glory  of  bis  name.  '  '' 

10.  Wherefore  should  the  heathen  say.  Where  ia 
theirGod?  JLetkim  be /mourn  among  ike  heathen' in 
our  sight,  by  the  revenging  of  the  blood  ofthyserv- 
amia  which  is  shed  ;  or.  Let  the  vengeance  o^  thy 
servants'  blood  that  is  ahed,  be  known  among  the 
heathen  that  is  in  our  sight. 

U;isior  "the  g^ry  of  God's  name,"  to  deliver 
his  church ;  because,  while  she  is  in  trouUe,  that 
name  is  l^phemed  by  the  &iaay,  as  if  he  wanted' 
either  power,  or  will,  to  prevent  or  remove  the  Ca- 
lamities of  his  servants.  Prayer  is  iherefixre  bei« 
made  by  the  faithful,  that  God,  not  to  gratify  any 
vindictive  spirit  of  theirs,  bat  to  vindicate  hin  own 
attribute;^  would  break  the  teeth  of  the  oppressor, 
and  work  a  public  and  glorious  salvation  for  his 
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chosen :  at  beholding  which,  the  very  adversaries 
themselves  might  possibly  be  converted. 

II.  Let  the  sighing  of  the  prisoner  come  before 
thee  ;  according  to  the  greatness  of  thi/  power  pre- 
serve thou  those  that  are  appointed  to  die. 

Next  to  those  who  had  been  slain,  tbe  case  of 
such  as  groaned  in  captivity,  lying  bound  in  chaina 
and  fetters  under  sentence  of  death,  to  be  inflicted  at 
the  will  of  their  cruel  and  insulting  conquerors,  is 
recommended  to  God.  The  Christian,  though  he 
may  at  present  be  subject  to  none  of  these  external 
calamities,  forgets  not  that  he  is  often  persecuted, 
and  led  captive,  by  his  own  desires,  and  bound  in  the 
chains  of  his  sins ;  that  the  world  to  him  is  a  prison ; 
that  sentence  of  death  is  passed  upon  him,  and  he 
knoweth  not  how  soon  that  sentence  maybe  executed. 
How  properly  therefore,  and  how  fervently,  may  he, 
at  all  times,  pray,  "  O  let  the  sighing  of  the  prisoner 
"  come  before  thee ;  according  to  the  greatness  of 
"  thy  power  preserve  thou  those  that  are  appointed 
"  to  die." 

J%.  And  render  unto  our  neighbours  sevenfold 
into  their  bosom  their  reproach,  wherewith  tha/ 
have  reproached  thee,  O  Lord. 

That  is.  As  they  have  reproached  thee  with  weak- 
ness, so  manifest  to  others  their  weakness,  who  are 
but  sinful  dust  and  ashes ;  as  they  have  endeavoured 
to  make  thee  contemptible,  so  let  the  world  havejust 
cause  to  despise  them,  who  have  thus  presumptuously 
oBended ;  according  as  it  is  written,  "  Them  that 
"  honour  me  I  wilt  honour,  and  they  that  despise 
"  me  shall  be  lightly  esteemed :"  1  Sam.  ii.  30.  And, 

TOt.  II.  E 
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taowerer  di^rent  llie  appearance  of  thinga  may  new 
be,  this  will  certainly  be  found  true,  in  every  instaiHw, 
•t  die  last  day. 

13.  So  toe  thy  people,  aad  ekeep  of  thy  paattire, 
wiU  give  thee  thanks  for  ever :  we  wtil  BhomforA 
thy  praise  to  aU  generatums. 

Such  is  the  rew^ution  of  a  church  nnder  peraectt- 
tion ;  and  sncb  ought  to  be  the  practice  of  evoy 
church,  when  delivered  out  of  it.  and  restored  to  the 
fiivonr  and  protection  of  her  God.  The  same  is  the 
daty  <^  every  soul,  with  regard  to  afflictions  and  m^- 
ciea  of  a  private  kind.  But  how  glorious  will  be  the 
day,  when  triumphant  wer  sin  and  sorrow,  ovo' 
evCTy  thing  that  exalteth  and  opposeth  itself,  the 
church  universal  ^all  behind  the  adversary  disarmed 
far  ever ;  while  she  herself,  placed  in  pastures  of  joy> 
and  led  to  the  waters  of  eternal  comfort,  shall,  from 
age  to  age,  incessantly  sing  the  praises  of  her  great 
Sh^faerd  and  Bishop,  her  King  and  her  God ! 

PSALM   LXXX 

ABGUHBm'. 

The  church,  still  in  captivity,  1—3.  crieth  untoGod 
for  help  and  redemption ;  4 — 7.  complaineth  of 
ber  grievous  afflictions;  8—13.  descriheth  ber 
fonner  exaltation,  and  present  depression,  under 
the  beautiful  figure  of  a  Vine :  14— 16.  retnroeth 
again  to  her  suppticatiofis,  and,  17 — 19.  prayeth 
for  theadvent  of  Messiah,  to  quicken  and  com- 
fort her,  vowing  aH  loyal  obedience,  adoration^ 
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«9d  pmtte  to  bim,  m  th«  Aotbor  0f  her  sfivR* 


l.Oweamr,  O  &txpkerdof  Igra^,  thau  that  lead- 
ett  Jaatpk  Wee  ajloek;  tfuu  thai  im^at  between 
ihe  cherubims,  shine  forth. 

The  Oirittian  church  is  now  become  4be  "  laraei" 
of  God :  Jesoe  Christ  is  the  •'  Shepherd"  of  tbi* 
IsMel,  who  leadeth  his  pe<^le  '*  ]ike  a  flock ;"  he 
Hwelleth  in  the  midst  of  them  by  his  Spirit,  as  of 
<M  he  dwelt  in  the  holy  places,  ^  between  the  che- 
**  rabings."  Let  us  beseech  him  to  heaifcen  to  onr 
prayen,  and  to  manifest  the  g^ry  of  his  power  in 
oar  defence  and  ddirerasce. 

S.  B^ore  Ephraim,  Bet^amin,  and  Mana$$ehf 
«(fr  sip  thif  streng^  and  wme  and  sa/ve  us, 

God  is  entreat^  to  go  fcvth,  in  his  strengdi  and 
his  salvation,  before  the  tribes  of  Israd,  ^  formerly 
in  the  wilderness.  Ephraim,  Benjamin,  and  Manas- 
mk,  are  particularly  meBtioned ;.  perhaps,  because^ 
aeeep^ng  to  the  estaUisfaed  order,  those  tlnree  tribes 
immediately  followed  the  ark  and  cherubim,  the  sym- 
bols of  ihe  divine  presence.     See  Numb.  ii.  16. 

'8.  3%£m,  or,  reater^,  tt»  again,  O  God,  andfaust 
ligfface  to  shine;  and  toe  shidl  be  sofved. 

'Thi*  vene  is  «  kind  of  chorus,  occunring  thnc 
timee  in  the  coarse  of  oar  Psalm.  It  ifl^plies^  that 
tile  ^«rch  is  in  captivity,  ^ora  which  she  firayetii  to 
be  **  restored  to  her  former  freedom  and  prosperity ; 
&xeA  «he  expecteth  eadi  reBtorati<»),  not  from  any 
■night  or  merit  of  her  own,  but  from  Ute  grace  an4 
mercy  of  her  Savionr ;  as  weH  knowing,  that  her 
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night  can  be  turned  into  day,  and  her  winter  give 
place  to  spring,  only  by  the  Sun  of  righteousness 
rising,  and  causing  hia&ce  to  shine  upon  her  desola- 
tions. This  ought,  therefore,  to  be  the  wish  and  the 
prayer  of  every  persecuted  church,  and  of  every  af- 
flicted soul. 

4.  O  LoBO  God  of  hosts,  koto  long  wUl  tkou  be 
angry  against  Vie  prt^er  of  thy  people  f 

The  sins  of  a  pec^le  may  for  a  time  "  separate 
"  between  them  and  their  God,  and  hide  hia  &ce 
"  from  them  that  he  will  not  hear :"  Isa.  lix.  3.  "  he 
"  may  cover  himself  with  a  cloud,  that  their  prayers 
"  should  not  pass  through :"  Lam.  iii.  44.  and  seem 
to  reject  even  the  devotions  of  his  distressed  servants, 
while  he  is  proving  the  strength  of  their  faith,  and  the 
sincerity  of  their  repentance.  But  if  the  former  be 
strong,  and  the  latter  sincere,  they  will  coutinue  to 
ask,  till  they  have  obtained ;  nor  cease  to  knock  till 
the  door  be  opened. 

h.  Ihoufeedest  them  with  the  bread  of  tears,  or, 
of  toeqnng  ;  aad  givest  them  tears  to  drmk  in  great 
measure. 

There  cannot  be  a  more  striking  picture  of  Sion 
in  captivity.  Her  bread  is  dipped  in  tears,  and  her 
cup  is  filled  to  the  brim  with  them :  no  time  is  free 
from  grief  and  lamentation.  They  who  sin,  must 
submit  to  penance ;  which  if  a  man  doth  not  impose 
on  himself,  God  will  impose  it  on  him ;  whereas,  if 
we  judged  ourselves,  we  should  not  be  thus  Judged 
of  the  Lord.  The  church  hath  appointed  seasons, 
and  given  du^ctions,  for.  this  purpose :  bat  who  ob- 
Btvtes  either  the  one  or  the  other  P 

8 
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6.  Sftou mtdcest  us  a  strife utUo  our  neighbours: 
and  our  enemies  laugh  among  themselves. 

Israel,  when  forsaken  by  her  God,  was  a  prey  for. 
which  all  the  neighbouring  naticws  contended^  ex- 
alting over  her,  and  scoffing  at  that  conditioa  to 
whichj  not  their  connaels  or  armies,  bat  her  owd 
iniquities,  bad  reduced  hen  Hence  let  us  learn  bow 
(o  ScMrm  a  just  estimate  of  the  real  state  both  (£  com-' 
mnnities  and  individuals.  Righteousness  alone  ex^^ 
alteth  man ;  sin  is  his  reproach,  and  will  be  his  de< 
stmction. 

7.  Turn  us  again,  O  God  of  hosts,  and  cause  thy 
face  to  shine;  and  me  shaU  be  saved.  See  above, 
ver.3; 

8.  Thou  hast  brought  a  vine  out  of  Egypt:  thou 
hast  east  otitthe  hea^^t,  and  platted  if. 

God  is  reminded  of  the  farour  once  shown  by  him' 
to  the  churdi  of  Israel,  and  of  that  prosperity  which 
she  once  enjoyed.  She  is  compared  to  a  "  vine,"  re- 
moved,: from  the  unkindly  soil  of  Egypt,  to  the 
happier,  re^^ns  of  Canaan,  and  there  planted  by 
Jehovab,  in  the  place  of  nations  extirpated  for  their 
nnfruitfolness.  The  vine  ia  a  plant  weak  and  lowly, 
and.  needing  support;  when  «npported,  wild  and 
luxnriant,  unless  restrained  by  the  pruning  knife ;  ca- 
pable ftf  producing  the  most  valuable  fruit ;  but^  if 
barren,  the  most  unprintable  among  tr^ea,  and  fit 
only  fnr  the  flames.  In  all  Uiese  respects  it  is  a 
livdy  emblem  of  the  diurdi,  and  used  as  such  by 
Iiaiah  V.  7.  by  Ez^el  xv.  xvii.  xix.  and  by  our 
Lord  himsdf.  Matt.  xxi.  33.  The  Christian  churcfa,' 
after  her  redemption,  by  the  death  and  resurrectlon- 
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of  Jam,  im  plktiWd  in  the  Hefttiitn  *mA^,  ds  Isnel 
had  been  in  Gttnaart ;  ami  tb«  dcMriplion  Bnite  ow 
u  wdias  the  other, 

9.  TAou  prepareAat  room  te/or«  t«y  dWf  darfM 
cduH  ii  to  take  deep  root,  and  it  JUled  the  laaiL 
10.  7%ff  hiti$  were  emered  wUh  ihw  nhadow  ttf  Uf 
mtd  the  bought  thtrettf  were  Iik«  the  goodly  aedarsf 
er,  mid  ike  gttoMy  eedrntu  wet*  eorered  watA  4A« 
houghs  HieTKoft 

A§  the  vine  MrUietb  itt  roots  deep  into  the  Mil 
prepared  for  it,  and  then  diffuseth  it»  nnmetow 
brandiCB  tiU  arofend,  coteriAg  the  fertile  hiHsi  by 
the  ndes  of  which  it  i4  phinted,  or  running  op  tiHt 
lofty  cedarsj  to  the  bodies  of  which  it  is  joioed ;  eadl 
was  the  growth  and  freitftilncw  of  (he  iBftiCiUtlBb 
church ;  btit  ntuch  greater  Wu  that  of  the  ohdrcb 
CbrisUbR.  Her  roots  vi6n  fut  fixed  in  the  faearta 
ahd  aSviJtionft  of  Ihti  Diithfd,  and  her  bcn^hs  ahol 
£>rtb  abfindantJy ;  \htj  (rfien  Mi  the  knife,  b*t  in- 
«r<ftsed  under  It,  both  in  number  and  vigoar ;  t%  aft 
kdgtb>  she  oTtfthadowcd  the  Roman  empire  with 
iM'  braltilbeB,  aad  replenished  the  earth  w^h  Iket- 
firdiA,  gtatefal  to  God  and  man. 

11.  Ske  eent  oiiD  her  bought  unto  tha  mos  dud 
her  btdneheg  tmto  Me  rher. 

Thi«  re^ds  to  the  extent  of  Pricstitie,  ffbieb  wa* 
oecopied  by  the  tribes  ef  liruil^  even  from  the  Me- 
diterranean "  sea/'  Westward,  to  the  "  rivnr"  Ed'- 
pbrates^  eastirard.  This  waft  promtted,  Dest.  i.  34. 
**  Front  the  river  Eophntes  to  the  ntttrmost  tMH 
"  riwJl  your  ceAit  be ;"  aDd  fulfilled  in  the  dft)«  of 
Selomoft.    6«e  1  Kings  iv.  !M.    Fsal.  huil.  8.    To 
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the  Chmtnn  diurch  the  whole  earth  was  the  land  of 
pramise,  mad  the  Gotpel  was  preached  to  all  nations : 
"I  will  ^e  thee/'  saith  Jebon^toOirist,  "the 
"  heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost 
"  paitaof  the  earth  for  thy  poseeflsion."  PHatm  il.  & 

)SL  Why  hast  thou  then  brakeitdoum  her  kedgeSf 
«o  that  all  tha^  which  pass  Inf  the  way,  do  pluck 
kert 

Tt»  Psalmist,  baring  described  the  exaltation  of 
htari,  wader  the  flgnre  of  a  vine,  proceeds,  under 
the  sante  figure,  to  lament  her  deprenton.  She  if 
now  reinvented  as  deprived  of  the  protection  of 
God,  the  coaawls  of  the  wise,  and  the  amis  of  the 
valiant;  of  all  her  bulwarira  and  fortifications,  and 
whatever  eke  could  contribnte  to  her  defence  and 
security;  bo  that,  like  a  vineyard  without  a  fence,  she 
kjr  open  on  every  side,  to  the  incursions  and  ravagei 
•f  her  nmgbboaring'adversiu'iea,-  who  soon  stripped 
her  of  all  that  was  valuable,  and  trod  her  underfoot. 

13,  The  boar  out  of  tite  toood  doth  teaate  it,  and 
ike  aUd  6cast  of  thc^etd  doth  devour  U. 

FWoe  aad  unrelenting,  her  Heathen  peraecator 
issDCidi  at  different  times,  At)m  his  abode,  like  a 
"  wild  boar"  out  of  the  forest,  resolved  not  only  to 
ipoil  and  plunder,  hot  to  eradicate  and  extirpate  her 
fiw  erar.  Nor  let  the  church  Christian  imagine,  that 
these  thingi  relate  only  to  her  elder  sister.  Greater 
mercies  and  ramre  excellent  gifts,  should  excite  fn 
her  greater  tiiankfuloeas  and  call  forth  more  excellent 
virtues ;  otherwise  they  will  serve  only  to  enhance 
hm  aoeotmt,  and  multiply  her  sorrows.  If  ^e  sin, 
and  fall  after  ^  same  example  oS  nnbdief,  she  must 
3 
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not  think  to  be  distin^ished  in  her  panishment, 
unless  by  tbe  severity  of  it.  She  may  expect  to  see 
the  favour  of  Heaven  withdrawn,  and  the  secular  arm, 
instead  of  supporting,  employed  to  crush  her  ,*  ber 
diBcipIine  may  be  annihilated,  her  unity  broken,  her 
doctrines  perverted,  her  worship  deformed,  her  prac- 
tice corrupted,  ber  possewions  alienated,  and  ber 
revenueti  seiied ;  till  at  length  the  word  be  giveo  from 
above,  and  some  antichristian  power  be  unchained, 
to  execute  upon  her  the  full  vengeance  due  to  ber 
crimes.  Unclean  desires,  and  furious  passions,  are 
the  enemies  of  the  soul,  which  deface  her  beauty, 
and  devour  alt  the  productions  of  grace  in  that  lesser 
vineyard  of  God. 

.  14.  Return,  we  beseech  thee,  O  God  of  hosts;  look 
down  from  heaven^  and  behold,  and  visit  this  vine  : 
15.  And  the  vinei/ard  which  thy  right  hand  hiiih 
planted,  and  the  branch  that  thou  modest  so  strong 
for  thyself. 

,  The  church,  thus  distressed  and  desolated,  offereth 
a  prayer  for  a  return  of  the  divine  favour,  and  for 
a  gracbus  visitation  from  on  high  ;  she  beseecbeth 
God  to  look  down,  with  an  eye  of  pity,  from  heaven, 
on  tbe  vineyard,  which  bis  own  hands  had  "  planted," 
and  on  that  royal  branch,  tbe  family  of  David,  in 
particular,  which  he  had  raised  and  established  for 
himself,  to  accomplish  his  eternal  purpose  of  saving 
.mankind  by  Messiah,  who  was,  one  day,  to  spring 
from  the  root  of  Jesse.  Tbe  Chaldee  ParapbraiM; 
expounds  "  the  branch,"  of  Messiah  himself, 
ttn^K^D  ^^bo  by, "  on  King  Messiah;  whom  thou  hast 
"  established,"  &c.     So  do  the  rabbies,  Aben  Ezra 
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and  Obadiah,  cited  by  Dr.  Hammond.  And  tbe 
LXXj  instead  of  supposing  tbe  word  p  "  a  son," 
to  refer  to  "  vine,"  and  so  signify  a  "  branch," 
whicb,  in  the  Hebrew  style,  is  "  a  son  of  the 
"  vine,"  have  rendered  the  pasBage^  i«-*  vut  Miftrrn^ 
"  on  the  son  of  man ;"  an  expression  actuaily 
used  by  the  Psalmist,  two  verses  below.  To  tbe 
advent  of  this  Son  of  man,  Israel  wm  ever  acv 
customed  to  loolt  forward,  in  time  of  affliction : 
on  his  second  and  glorious  advent  ^e  ChristiaH 
chnrcli  must  fix  her  eye,  in  the  day  of  her  cala- 
mities. 

16.  It  is  &um<  with  fire  :  it  is  cut  doton,  or,,  dug 
up :  thet/  perish  at  the  rebuke  of  thy  countenance. 

The  sad  estate  of  the  vineyard  is  yet  again  s^ 
forth,  to  excite  the  compassion  of  heaven.  As  to 
the  latter  clause  of  this  verse,  if  it  be  rendered,  as 
our  translators  have  rendered  it^  in  the  present  time, 
it  seems  to  relate  to  the  Israelites,  and  the  destruc- 
tion made  amongst  them  by. the  wrath  of  God.  If 
it  have  a  future  rendering,  "  they  shall  perish  at  the 
"  rebuke  of  thy  countenance,"  it  may  be  supposed 
to  predict  the  fote  of  the  adversaries,  when  God 
should  deliver  bis  people  out  of  their  hands. 

17.  Zet  thy  hand  be  upon  the  man  of  thy  right 
hand,  upon  the  son  of  man,  whom  thou  madest 
strong  for  thyself. 

These  phrases,  "  the  man  of  thy  right  band,  and 
"  the  son  of  man,"  if  at  all  applicable,  in  a  lower 
and  subordinate  sense,  to  a  temporal  king  of  Israel, 
considered  as  a  representative  of  Messiah,  are  most 
certainly,  in  their  full  and  prophetical  acceptation, 
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tateaded  to  denote  King  Menkh  himself*.  Anured 
of  bit  comh^t  the  ehurcli  prayeth  that  tlie  "  haod," 
(be  protection  and  the  power  of  Jehovah  m^t  be 
"  upon"  hkn,  over  him,  and  with  him,  in  his  great 
undertaking  finalij  to  deliver  her  out  of  all  her 
tmublei,  aod  to  "  tead  lier  captivity  captive," 

18.  So  wiil  not  we  go  back  from  thee :  guiehem 
tt$,  and  Vie  will  cttU  upon  thif  name. 

The  end  of  our  redemptioa  ii,  that  we  Bbould 
■erve  him  who  hath  redeemed  as,  and  "  go  back" 
no  more  to  onr  (M  ains.  That  Mml  which  hath 
been  "  quickened,"  and  made  alive  by  Christ,  riioaU 
Uve  to  his  honour  and  glory ;  that  mouth  which  hath 
been  opened  by  him,  can  do  no  less  than  show  forth 
his  [ttaise,  and  "  call  vpon  his"  saving  "  name." 

19.  TuTHW  again,  0  Lxma  God  ofkosUt^  eau$e 
thy  face  to  shine  ;  and  toe  shall  be  ttwed.  See  ver.  3. 


PSALM    LXXXI. 


This  Psalm,  whensoever,  or  by  whomsoever,  com- 
posed, was,  probably,  intended  to  be  sung  at  the 
feast  of  trumpets,  as  also  at  any  other  feast-tjmc. 
It  contains,  1 — 3.  an  exhortation  dnly  to  observe 
the  feslitalfl  of  the  church,  4,  5.  as  God  had  ap- 
pointed, who  is  introduced  expostulating  with  his 

*  "  VIniiB  4«tt«nc  tan:"  Davidem  » te  deiigutam  rt  eo»- 
firoiktan  re^^o,  ct  in  qos  fi^ii  Ckratunk    BossoiT, 
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pMtple,  on  McOQQty  6—10^  of  bit  ffictei«8,  mi, 
11,  IS.  tlwh' ingratUade,  and.  13—16.  nndetfho 
Sbtta  Of  &  most  affectionate  wish,  fenewitig  his 
promises,  on  condition  of  their  obedience. 

1.  Sing  al&ud  unto  God  our  strength :  make  a 
jt^ul  noise  unto  the  Qod  of  Jacob,  ^.l^keapstdm 
ott^  bring  hiihet  thA  Hmhrel,  tke  pleasant  harp 
v^h  the  piaUery. 

If  Israeltttu  Wei's  thus  tfxhorted  to  keep  their  feast 
isya  with  jqr  and  gladnefid  Of  heart ;  to  exalt  their 
taices,  attd  join  together  all  their  sweetest  instrti-> 
A6Ats  of  nritisic,  in  honoar  of  him  who  had  resetted 
tA6M  fVotti  the  Egyptian  bondage,  and  given  them  it 
law  fltnn  Sinai ;  in  what  exulting  strains  ought  we 
ftt  c^ldbMte  the  fiestivttia  of  the  Christian  ehurch  * 
With  what  tHumph  of  soul,  and  harmony  of  affec- 
tions, div  we.  bound  to  "  sing  aloud  to  God  our 
"  strebgthi"  who  hath  l-edeemed  us  from  deaths  and 
published  the  Gospel  from  Sion  f  since,  as  the  aposUe 
Mtthy  *'  holy  days,  new  Moons,  and  sabbath  days," 
of  old  ^  wete"  only  "  a  shadow  Of  things  to  come  * 
"  bat  the  body  is  of  ChHsl."    Col  ii.  16. 

S.  Bloib  up  the  trumpet  in  the  new  moon,  in  tke 
time  appointed,  on  ottt  nolemn  feast  day. 

In  the  Jewish  church,  notiee  was  given  of  feasts, 
jubilees,  Ac.  by  sound  of  trumpet.  AU  the  new 
moons,  or  beginnings  of  months,  were  obseited  iti 
this  manner ;  see  Numb.  x.  1.  but  on  the  September 
fiew  tttMn,  or  first  day  of  the  seventh  month,  was 
kept  A  great  festti^al,  called  "  the  feast  of  trumpets ;" 
JLevit.  xxiii.  ^,    Numb.  xxix.  1.  which,  probaUy, 
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18  here  inteDded,  This  September  new  moon  bad  a 
particular  regard  paid  to  it,  because,  according  tp  the 
old  calculation,  before  Israel  came  out  of  E^pt,  it 
was  the  Brat  new  moon  io  the  year,  which  began 
upon  this  day,  the  first  of  the  (afterwards)  seventh 
month.  The  tenth  of  the  same  month  was  tiie 
great  day  of  atonement ;  and  on  the  Bfteenth  wa? 
celebrated  the  feast  of  tabernacles.  See  Levit. 
xxiii.  S7.  and  34:.  Our  Psalm,  therefore,  seems  to 
have  been  designed  for  the  purpose  of  awakening  and 
stirnng  up  the  devotion  of  the  people  upon  the  sor 
lemn  entrance  of  a  month,  in  which  they  were  to 
commemorate  so  many  past  blessings,  preBgurative 
of  much  greater  blessings  to  come.  We  have  now 
COT  feast-days,  our  Christmas,  £^er,  Whitsuntide, 
&c.  On  these,  and  all  other,  solemn  occasions,  let 
the  evangelical  trumpet  give  a  sound  of  victory,  of 
l/berty,  of  joy  and  rejoicing;  of  victory  over  death, 
of  liberty  from .  sin,  of  joy  and  rejoicing'  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Saviour.  ... 

'  4..  fbr  this  was  a  statute  for  Israel,  and  a  lam 
of  the  God  of  Jacob.  5.  This  he  ordained  in  Jo- 
seph, for  a  testimony,  when  he  toevU,  out  through, 
at,  against,  the  land  of  Egypt:  where  /  heard  a 
language  that  I  understood  not. 

The  meaning  is,  that  the  observation  of  feasts, 
with  blowing  of  trumpets,  was  a  statute,  law.,  or 
testimony,  ordained  in  Joseph,  or  Israel,  by  God 
himself,  after  he  had  destroyed  the  Egyptians,  and; 
brought  his  people  into  the  wilderness^  where  the 
law  was  given.  Concerning  the  words,  "  I  heard  a, 
"  language  that  I  underetood  not,"  it  is  difficult  to 
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account  fcir  the  change  of  person ;  bat  the  sense 
seems  to  be,  That  the  children  of  Israel  received  the 
law,  when  they  had  been  in  bondage  under  a  people 
of  strange  andbarbarous  bnguage,  or  dialect.  The 
passage  is  exactly  parallel  to  that  in  Psal.  cxiv.  1. 
"  When  Israel  went  out  of  Egypt,  and  the  house  of 
"  Jacob  from  e  people  of  strange  language,"  &c. — 
The  new  law,  with  its  sacraments  and  ordinances, 
was  promulged  after  the  spiritual  redemption  by 
Christ ;  as  the  old  law,  with  its  ritea  and  ceremonies, 
was  published,  after  the  temporal  deliverance  by 
Moses. 

6.  I  removed  his  shoulder  from  the  burden;  Ats 
hands  were  delivered  from  the  pots. 

From  this  verse  to  the  end,  it  is  plain,  that  God  is 
the  speaker.  He  reminds  Israel  of  their  redemption, 
by  his  mercy  and  power,  from  the  burdens  and  the 
drudgery  imposed  on  them  in  Egypt.  Moses  de- 
scribeth  their  then  state  of  servitude,  by  saying, 
"  The  Egyptians  made  their  lives  bitter  with  hard 
"  bondage,  in  mortar,  and  in  brick,  and  in  all 
"  manner  of  service  in  the  field ;"  Exod.  t,  14.  that 
is,  probably,  in  making  vessels  of  clay,  as  this  verse 
seems  to  imply.  Let  us  remember,  that  we  have 
been  eased  of  far  heavier  burdens,  delivered  from  se- 
verer task-masters,  and  freed  from  a  baser  drudgery; 
the  intolerable  load  of  sin,  the  cruel  tyranny  of 
Satan,  the  vile  service  and  bitter  bondage  of  con- 
cupiscence. 

7.  7%ou  calledst  in  trouble,  and  I  delivered  thee : 
I  ansmered  thee  in  the  secret  place  of  thunder :  J 
proved  thee  at  the  waters  of  Meribah. 
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Ood  declares  bit  readinen^  at  all  timcB,  to  hear 
die  praycTB  and  relieve  the  diatresset  of  his  pei^Ae, 
as  he  did  when  they  cried  nnto  him  in  Egypt,  and  in 
the  wilderness,  and  recNTedanawerafiomtbe  cloudy 
pillar.  In  that  deep  recess  he  had  fixed  his  bwM 
throoe,  and  frcnn  thence,  on  proper  occasions,  he 
manilested  his  power  and  glory,  pratectiog  Israel, 
and  eon£aunding  their  adTersaries.  In  Psalm  xcix.6. 
it  is  said  of  "  Moses,  Aaron,  Ac."  "  They  caUcd 
"  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  answered  them :  he  apeia 
**  unto  them  in  the  cloudy  pillar ;"  winch  passa^ 
seems  exactly  parallel  to  that  in  the  verse  trnder  con* 
nderation< — "  Thou  celledtt,  and^-I  answered  thee 
"  in  the  secret  place  of  thunder."  He  who  apake 
onto  Israel  in  the  cloudy  pillar,  bath  since  spoken  to 
us  by  hit  Son  :  he  who  '*  proved  them  at  the  waten 
"  of  Meribah,"  Exod.  xvii.  6,  7.  now  prorea  ms,  by 
Tarions  trials,  in  the  world. 

S.Hear,  Omi/ people,  and  I  will  test^  unto  thee  r 
O  Israel,  if  thou  loUt  hearken  unto  me  ;  9.  Ihere 
^idl  no  atrange  god  be  ia  thee  ;  nether  shaU  thou 
noT$kip  amf  atrange  god.  iO.  /  am  the  Lord  thy 
God,  which  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt : 
0pen  thy  mouth  wide,  and  I  wiUJUl  it. 

God  here  addresseth  himself  to  the  Isradkes,  pat- 
ting them  in  remembrance  of  that  first  and  great 
commandment  against  tdc^try ;  of  his  daim  to  their 
obedience,  as  their  God  and  Saviour ;  and  of  faia 
being  both  able  and  willing  to  satisfy  the  utmost  de- 
sires and  wishes  of  such,  as  would  e[^y  to  him  for 
blessing  and  comfort  Behold,  then,  the  rebeHioa, 
the  ingratitude,  and  the  io&y,  of  that  man,  whoaaitfi 
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to  any  creature,  "  Thoa  art  my  god ;"  who  berfow- 
fltk  on  the  world  tfaat  fear,  tove,  and  adontian, 
which  an  dnc  ooly  to  its  Creator  and  Redeemer; 
who  waateth  hi«  days  in  seeking  after  happmen, 
where  aS,  by  tiieir  inqaietade,  ackoowledge  tfaat  it 
is  Dot  to  be  found. 

11.  But  f^  people  xoovld  not  hearken  to  wgr 
roioe;  tmd  Israel  vxnUd  none  of  me.  12.  So  I 
gave  them  up  unto  their  <mn  hearts^  lu$t :  and 
tii^  taaUced  in' their  own  counsels. 

By  the  subject  of  an  earthly  prince,  it  is  justly 
deemed  a  great  honour  for  his  sovereign  to  converse 
with  himj  to  counsel  and  advise  him :  but  from 
sinfid  dost  uad  adies,  we  bear  the  Majesty  of  beav ea 
compkuning,  that  he  cannot  obtain  an  audience ;  no 
<me  will  attend  to,  or  observe,  his  calutaj'y  admoni- 
tions.  When  we  see  men  enid^ed,  by  wealth  and 
power,  to  accomplish  the  inordinate  desires  of  thdr 
heaat^,  and  carry  their  woridly  schemes  into  execu- 
tion, without  meeting  with  any  obstructions  in  tbeir 
way,  we  are  apt  to  envy  their  felici^ ;  whereas  audi 
prosperity  in  wickedness  is  the  surest  mark  of  dirine 
AqUieasore,  the  heaviest  punishment  of  disobedience, 
both  in  individuals  and  commnnities.  "  My  people 
"  woold  not  hearken  to  my  voice,  and  Israel  vrould 
"  none  of  me  :  so  I  gave  them  up  unto  their  own 
"  hearts'  lost ;  and  they  walked  in  their  own  conn- 
"  sels." 

13.  O  that  m^  people  had  hearkened  vnto  me, 
and  isroe^  had  walked  in  vuf  waaft !  14.  I  should 
soon  have  avbdMed  their  enemies,  and  turned  $ngf 
hand  agoing  their  mdversaries. 
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Such  are  the  tender  mercies  of  our  God,  that  he  is 
not  only  careful  to  provide  for  us  the  means  of  salva- 
tion,  but  represents  himself  as  mourning  with  a  pa- 
ternal affection  over  his  children,  when  their  froward- 
ness  and  obstinacy  disappoint  the  efforts  of  hia  love. 
One  cannot  help  observing  the  similitude  between 
tlie  complaint  here  uttered,  and  one  which  bath 
been  since  breathed  forth,  over  the  same  people : 
"  O  Jerusalem.  Jerusalem,  how  often  would  I  have 
"  gathered  thy  children  together,  even  as  a  hen  ga- 
"  thereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye 
"  would  not!'* 

15.  J%e  haters  of  thehoRD  shotUd  have  submitted 
themselves  unto  him;  or,  should  have  faUed,  or, 
been  subdued  to  him :  but  their  time,  i.  e.  the  time 
of  his  people,  should  have  endured  for  ever* 

The  transgressions  of  the  church  give  her  enemies 
all  their  power  against  her,  calling  the  avenger  from 
afar,  and  setting  an  edge  on  the  sword  of  the  perse- 
cutor. "  Where  the  carcase  is,"  where  the  spirit  of 
religion  is  departed,  and  has  left  the  body  to  corrupt 
and  decay,  "  there  the  eagles  are  gathered  together;" 
all  the  instruments  of  vengeance,  terrestrial  and  infer- 
nal, flock,  by  permission,  to  the  prey.  Had  not  this 
been  the  case  with  regard  to  Israel,  Jerusalem  had 
continued  to  be,  through  all  ages,  what  she  was  in  the 
days  of  Solomon,  the  delight  of  the  nations,  and  the 
joy  of  the  whole  earth. 

16.  He  should  have  fed  them  also  anih  the  finest 
oftlie  wheat :  and  with  hant^  out  of  the  rock  should 
I  have  satisfied  thee. 

That  is,  the  israelites,  if  obedient,  would  still 
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have  enjoyed  the  sweets  of  that  good  land,  in  which 
the  Lord  their  God  had  placed  them,  where  the 
fruits  of  the  earth  were  produced  in  the  highest  per- 
fection, and  honey  streamed  from  the  very  rocks,  so 
that  no  part  of  the  country  was  without  its  increase. 
Upon  the  same  conditions  of  faith  and  obedience, 
do  Christians  hold  those  spiritual  and  eternal  good 
things,  of  which  the  pleasant  fields  and  fertile  hills 
of  Canaan  were  sacramental.  Christ  is  the  "  bread" 
of  life,  he  is  the  "  rock"  of  salvation,  and  his  pro- 
mises are  as  "  honey"  to  pious  minds.  But  they 
who  reject  him,  as  their  Lord  and  Master,  must  also 
lose  him  as  their  Saviour  and  their  reward. 


SIXTEENTH  DAY.— EVENING  PRAYER. 

PSALM  LXXXII. 

AROUHENT. 

The  Psalmist  addresseth  himself  to  Judges  and  ma- 
gistrates ;  L  he  remindeth  them  of  the  presence  of 
that  God  whom  they  represent,  and  to  whom  they 
are  accountable ;  2 — 4:.  be  exborteth  them  to  the 
due  discharge  of  their  office;  5.  reproveth  the 
ignorance  and  corruption  among .  tbem ;  6,  7. 
Ihreateneth  their  fall  and  punishment ;  8.  prayeth 
for  the  manifestation  of  Messiah,  and  the  esta- 
blishment of  his  righteous  kingdom. 

1.    God  standeth  in  the  congregation  of  the 
mightjf :  hejudgelh  among  the  gods. 
you  u.  F 
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Earthly  Jndicfttories  are  the  appointment  of  God. 
AH  magistrates  act  in  his  name,  and  by  virtue  of  hit 
commission.  He  is  invisibly  present  at  their  assean- 
falies,  end  superintends  their  proceedinj^  He  re* 
ceives  appeals  from  their  wrongful  decisions ;  he  will 
one  day  re-heor  alt  causes  at  his  own  tribunal,  and 
reverse  every  iniqaitou  sentence,-  b^ore  the  great 
congregation  of  men  and  angels.  Unjust  judges 
must  either  disbelieve  or  forget  all  this.  God  is.  In 
like  manner,  preaent  to  the  heart  of  each  indindsal ; 
he  is  privy  to  the  various  reasonings  and  pleadings  of 
grace  and  nature,  of  principle  and  interest,  in  that 
lesser  court;  and  he  is  a. witness  ai  its  determiiia- 
tiona ;  which  also  will  by  him  be  manifested  to  the 
world,  and  openly  canvassed,  when  be  sitteth  in 
judgement. 

2.  Hoio  long  viU  ye  judge  imjugtbf,  and  accept 
the  persoTts  of  the  loicked  ?  3.  Defend  the  poor  and 
fatkerleaa :  do  juatiee  to  the  afflicted  and  needy. 
4.  Deliver  the  poor  and  needy :  rid  them  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  wicked. 

A  charge  is  here  given,  by  the  Spirit  of  God^  to 
all  magistrates,  much  like  that  which  king  Jehosha- 
phatgave  to  his  judges :  3  Chron.  xit  6, 7.  "  Take 
"  heed  vhat  ye  do ;  for  ye  judge  not  for  man,  but 
'*'  for  the  Lord,  who  is  with  you  in  the  judgement 
*'  Wherefore  now,  let  the  fear  of  the  Lcno  be  upon 
"  you,  take  heed,  and  do  it :  for  there  is  no  iniquity 
*'  with  the  Lord  our  God,  nor  respect  of  persons, 
"  nor  taking  of  gifts."  It  is  the  glory  of  Jehovah 
and  his  Christ,  to  '*'  accept  no  man's  person"  in 
judgement ;  to  regard  neither  the  qiuality  nor  the 
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sMim  (tf  the  c^mlert  tmt  to  £lre  te  fivery  nu^ 
<rf  whfttsvar  FRiik  or  degrpe  in  the  worU,  accofdiog 
to  hw  worfct.  All  tlie  ^or)s  of  Ad»m  were  pncp 
"  poor  and  fatberkssj  needy  and  afflicted/'  whea 
God  took  tiieir  canoe  into  hU  own  hands,  afid.  by  » 
netbod  conalsteat  wUb  Uie  stncteet jwMce,  "  dotirefr 
"  ed  tbem  out  (tf  tb^  hand  of  tbe  widfed  009." 
Emy  oppressor  ftf  the  poor  is  a  ]ikBwm  of  that 
"  wicked  cme,"  and  every  uprightjudge  wiUondeavour 
to  resemble  the  Redeemer.  For  this  purpose  be  will 
be  always  wilUng  to  admit,  diligent  to  diicvtas,  solU 
dtoua  to  expedUe,  the  eause  of  a  poor  and  injured 
persoD,  and  to  afibrd  such  an  one  the  speediest,  the 
dHapett.  «ad  the  most  effectaal  rediress,  equally 
centeiaDiD^  the  offers  of  opulence,  and  the  frowns  «f 
paver.  A  judge  who  acts  in  this  manner,  takes  the 
reaiUeat  way  to  obtain  the  favour  of  GoA ;  aad  the 
peeple  will  be  sure  to  bless  him. 

6.  jl%ejr  knaw  not,  iixither  wiU  thof  underatandt 
t/uy  mtUt  on  in  darkness :  all  the  foundtUiana  of 
ike  earth,  or,  tha  land,  are  ont  ofe^une:  or,  nod, 
«t,Bhake. 

Webere  find  tile  Prophet  deploring,  in  magistratea, 
ft  iiethod  of  proceeding  contrary  to  tb^  above  4^ 
scribed.  He  laments  their  voluntary  ignorance  in 
the  ways  of  rigfateouraess,  and  their  choosing  te 
*'  walk  is  da^oesa."  In  judges  Uiia  is  occasioned 
by,  *'  presents  and  gifits,"  which,  as  saifh  the  sod  of 
Siiaidi,  ^  blind  tbe  .eyes  of  the  wise :''  Ecdhu.  xx. 
99.  And  if  once  the  *'  pillars"  and  *'  fbundationa" 
are  BQoved  from  tiieir  integrity,  and  ^  shaken"  to  and 
fro  by  every  blast  of  fear  and  favour,  what  shall 
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become  of  the  political  fabric  erected  upon  them  ? 
Verily  it  must  fall ;  and  great  and  terrible  will  he  the 
fell  thereof.  A  community,  whether  ecclesiastical 
or  civil,  consisteth  of  great  numbers ;  but  its  well- 
being  dependeth  on  a  few,  in  whose  hands  the  admi- 
nistration is  placed.  When  the  salt  hath  lost  its 
savoar^  the  mass  must  putrefy ,-  when  the  light  be- 
cometh  darkness,  how  great  must  be  that  darkness  ! 

6.  /  have  said,  Ye  are  gods,  and  all  ofi/ou  are 
ehUdren  of  the  Most  High.  7.  But  i/e  skaU  die  like 
men,  or,  Adam,  and  fall  like  one  of  the  princes. 

It  is  true,  then,  that  magistrates  are  exalted  above 
other  men ;  that  they  are  dignified  with  a  commission 
from  above ;  appointed  to  be  the  vicegerents  of  Hea- 
ven upon  earth ;  and  therefore  called  by  the  name 
of  him  in  whose  name  they  act.  But  it  is  likewise 
88  true,  that,  notwithstanding  alt  this  honour  confer- 
red upon  them,  for  the  good  of  others,  and  of  them- 
selves, if  they  use  it  aright,  they  still  continue  to  be 
tite  mortal  sons  of  mortal  "  A^m ;"  like  him,  they 
most  &1I  and  perish ;  God  can,  at  any  time,  cast 
them  down  from  their  high  estate,  as  he  did  the  Hea* 
then  *'  princes"  who  misbehaved  themselves,  and 
opposed  bis  counsels:  death  certainly  will  strip  them 
tk  all  their  authority,  and  lay  them  low  in  the  gmve; 
from  thence  the  last  trumpet  shall  call  them  forth, 
to  stand,  with  the  rest  of  their  brethren,  before  the 
judgement-seat  of  Christ,  there  to  take  their  trial,  and 
receive  their  everlasting  sentence.  How  necessary 
oftentimes  is  this  consideration,  to  check  the  spirit  <^ 
tyranny  and  injustice,  to  qualify  the  pride  and  in- 
selenceof  olBce ! 
8 
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8.  Ari$€,  O  God,  judge  the  eaHk :  for  tkou  shalt 
inherit  all  nations. 

A  view  of  that  disorder  and  confusion  in  which 
frequently  the  Jewish  nation^  as  well  as  the  rest  of 
the  woridj  was  involved,  caused  the  prophets  most 
earnestly  to  wish  and  pray  for  the  coining  of  that 
time  when  "  God"  should  "  arise,"  in  the  person  of 
Messiah,  to  visit  and  "judge  the  earth ;"  to  deliver 
it  from  the  powers  of  darkness,  and  the  tyranny  of 
sin ;  to  "inherit  all  nations,"  as  purchased  and  re- 
deemed by  him ;  to  establish  his  church  among  them; 
and  to  rule  with  a  sceptre  of  righteousness,  in  the 
hearts  of  his  people.  "  Arise"  yet  once  again,  O 
i^rd  Jesu,  from  thy  throne,  where  thou  sittest  at 
the  right  hand  of  the  FaUier ;  "  judge  the  earth," 
again  corrupted  and  overwhelmed  with  iniquity ;  do 
sway  sin^  and  put  an  end  for  ever  to  the  power  of 
Satan ;  "  inherit  all  nations,"  redeemed  from  death 
and  ransomed  from  the  grave;  and  reign  to  eternity, 
King  of  Righteousness,  Peace,  and  Glory. 

P^ALM    LXXXIII. 

ARGUMENT. 

In  this  Psalm  the  church,  1 — S-  complaineth  to  God 
oi  the  insolence,  sublilty,  rag^  and  malice,  of  her 
enemies,  united  in  close  confederacy  against  her ; 
9 — IS.  she  prayeth  for  a  manifestation  of  that 
power  which  formerly  discomfited  Jabin,  Sisera, 
aad  the  Midianites ;  that  so  the  hostile  nations^ 
13 — 15.   made   sensible   of   the  superionty  of 
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tsrac^'s  Godi  I6-^1S.  mlglit  dtber  ttenKlvei  be 
induced  to  acknowledge  him,  ot  the,  by  their  dA* 
stniction,  become'  a  warning  ahd  admonidoti  to 
others.  A^  while  the  world  enduieth  there  wiQ 
be  a  church,  and  while  there  ia  a  church  she  wiQ 
have  her  enemies,  who  are  to  increase  upon  ber 
as  the  end  approMthcth>  this  Vaaim  caa  w«cr  hb 
out  of  date.  And  td  Ae  spiriWal  adfeiuriee  of 
bis  soul,  fiety  t^rlvate  Chrratian  maj  apply  it  M 
all  times. 

1.  Keep  not  Ikou  etie»ee,  O  God/  AoM  neC  Ity 
peace,  ami  be  tu>l  aWl,  O  Goi.  %.  Por^  4a,  Ikam 
enemies  make  it  tumidt :  Antf  iAejf  thmt  hate  tket 
Itave  lifted  ttp  lA^  hedd. 

The  dinrch  entreateUi  Gtid  a^itt  anilaje^to  hear 
and  help  faei-  in  the  day  of  tkmible.  Her  eoMQiA 
and  haters  are  here  said  to  be  th«  tbiemmi  and  faatm* 
of  God,,  because  Christ  and  the  cbnrch,  tflie  maaadd 
wife,  are  one ;  they  have  one  common  interest ;  they 
have  the  same  fbiends  end  the  «6me  foes.  To  him 
therefore  she  applieth,  terrified  by  the  tumaltuooa 
noise  of  confederated  nations,  roaring  against  her 
like  Ae  raarii^  cX  Oie  eea^  mkI  *'  liftii^  up  thok- 
"  heads,"  as  BO  many  aoensters  of  the  de^,  to  devour 
her  at  once.  Wfacm  temptations  are  urgent  upon 
the  soul,  and  the  passions  rise  in  arms  against  her 
peace  and  innocence,  then  do  "  the  enemies  of  God 
"  make  a  tumult,  and  they  that  hate  him  lift  up 
"  their  heads ;"  iand  then  is  the  time  for  her  lo  be 
instant  in  prayer. 

4 
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3.  7A^  have  taken  crafi^  noumei  agamU  tfijf 
people,  and  coitsuUed  against  th^  hidden  one*. 
4.  3%^  have  said.  Come,  and  let  us  cut  them  off" 
from  being  a  notion  ;  that  ike  name  of  Irael  mag 
he  no  more  in  remembrance. 

The  combination,  so  much  dreaded,  i«  described 
as  baving  been  formed  upon  the  best  princtplea  of 
secular  policy,  with  much  subtiUy.  and  Uue  most 
determinate  malice,  against  the  "  praiple"  ofGo^ 
and  bis  "  bidden  ones,"  that  is,  his  peculiar  nation, 
separated  from  the  world,  and  taken  under  the  cover 
and  protection  of  his  wings.  To  root  up  the  planta- 
ti<wft  of  puradise,  to  extirpate  the  holy  seed,  to  ex' 
tingnish  the  very  '*  name  of  Israel,"  wa«  the  scbeme 
intended  by  these  aBBociated  adversaries  of  Bion^ 
Such  are  our  spiritual  enemies ;  such  is  their  cua* 
nin^  their  rage,  and  their  resolution :  what  pru- 
dence, what  vigilance,  what  coursige  are  wecessary, 
that  we  may  oppose  them  with  success  1 

5.  For  tk^  have  c<msuUed  together  with  one 
consent;  they  are  confederate  gainst  thee. 

When  Christ  was  about  to  be  crucified,  it  is  ob- 
served by  SL  Luke,  that  "  the  same  day  Pilate  and 
"  Herod  were  nade  friends  together ;  for  before 
"  they  wei«  at  enmity  between  themselves :"  Jiuk« 
xxiiL  \%  And  however  the  enemies  of  the  church 
may  quaird  with  one  aootheri  when  they  have  no- 
Uung  else  to  do,  yet  if  a  favwirajile  opportunity  c^er 
itself  for  making  an  attack  upon  her,  they  lay  aside 
their  differeaces,  and  unite  as  one  nan ;  by  oo  meau 
ne&siBg  the  frieodly  aid  even  of  iviidefc  and  atfaeiwto« 
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who  are  always  ready  to  join  in  carrying  on  the  war 
against  the  common  adversary. 

6.  2%e  tabernacles  of  Edom,  and  the  Iskmaelites; 
ofMoah,  andtheHagarenes;  7.  Gebal,  andAmmon, 
and  Amalek;  the  Philistines,  with  the  inhabitants 
ofT^re:  S.  Assur  also  is  joined  toith  tbem  ;  the^ 
have  holpen  the  children  of  Lot. 

These  are  the  names  of  the  confederates.  The 
Edomites  were  descended  firom  Esau,  that  old  ori- 
ginal enemy  of  Jacob;  the  Ishm'aelites  from  Ishmael, 
the  son  of  the  bond-woman,  and  sworn  foe  to  Isaac, 
heir  of  the  promises;  the  Moabites  sprang  from 
Moab,  one  of  the  incestuous  children  of  Jjot;  the 
Hagarenes  were  other  descendants  of  Hagar;  who 
the  Gebalites  were  is  uncertain ;  the  Ammonites 
came  from  Ammon,  the  son  of  Lot,  and  incestuous 
brother  of  Moab ;  the  Amalekites  were  the  pr<^ny 
of  Amalek,  the  grandson  of  Esau ;  Gen.  xxvi.  16. 
the  Philistines  and  Tynans  are  well  known ;  and  to 
complete  all,  Assur,  or  the  power  of  Assyria,  was 
called  in  by  the  children  of  Lot,  the  Moabites  and 
Ammonites,  to  assist  in  the  great  work  of  extermi- 
nating Israel  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  These 
were  the  teii  nations  banded  together,  by  a  solemn 
league  and  covenant,  against  the  people  of  Giod. 
And  as  Israel  was  the  grand  figure  of  the  Chrisiiari 
church,  which  is  now  "  the  Israel  of  God,"  so  her 
enemies  are  often  represented  by  the  above-recited 
nations,  and  in  prophetical  language  are  called  by 
their  names.  Every  age  has  its  Edomites,  and  its 
Ishmaelites,  &c.  &c.    The  actors  are  changed,  and 
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the  scenes  are  ehifted ;  but  the  stage  and  the  drama 
continue  the  same. 

9.  Do  unlo  them  as  unto  the  JUidtanites :  as  to 
Sisera,  as  to  Jabin,  at  the  Wook  of  Khson :  10. 
Which  perished  at  Endor :  thof  became  as  dung 
for  the  earth.  11.  Make  their  nobles  like  Oreb 
and  Zeeb  :  yea,  all  their  princes  as  Zeba  and  as 
Zalmmma :  13.  Who.said,  Let  us  take  to  ourselves 
the  houses  of  God  in  possession. 

The  church,  having  recounted  the  enemies  which 
compassed  her  about  on  every  side,  looks  up  for 
succour  to  that  Almighty  power  which  bad  of  old  so 
graciously  interposed  on  her  behalf,  and  rescued  her 
from  her  persecutors,  in  the  days  of  Deborah,  Barak, 
and  Gideon :  see  Judg.  iv.  viii.  Fully  sensible 
that  those  deliverances  were  wrought  by  the  imme- 
diate hand  of  Jehovah,  she  offers  the  prayer  of  faith 
for  a  like  manifestation  of  his  glory,  and  a  like  vic- 
tory over  tb6se  who  intended,  in  the  same  manner, 
to  seize  and  devour  his  inheritance.  Of  how  great 
use  and  comfort  are  the  Old  Testament  histories  to 
us,  in  all  our  afflictions ! 

13.  O  mt/  Gad,  make  them  like  a  wheel ;  or,  like 
ikistle-dovm  ;  as  the  stubble  before  the  wind.  \i. 
As  thefire  bumeth  a  wood,  and  as  the  flame  setteth 
the  mountains  on  fire;  IB;  So  persecute,  or,  thoti 
shalt  pursue,  them  with  thy  tempest,  and  make,  or, 
thou  shalt  make,  them  afraid  mth  thy  storm. 

The  iate  of  those  ia  here  predicted,  who  invade 
the  inheritance  of  Jehovah,  and  say,  "  I^et  us  take  to 
"  ourselves  the  houses  of  God  iu  possession."  The 
inconstancy  and  mntability  of  their  fortunes  is  resem- 
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bled  to  "  thisUe-dowD,"  or  some  such  light  rev^JviDg 
body,  and  to  "  stubble"  or  chaff,  whirled  about  and 
dissipated  by  the  "  wind :"  the  suddenness,  horror, 
and  uiuversality  of  their  destruction,  are  set  forth  by 
the  similitude  of  a  "  fire"  consoming  the  dry  trees 
in  a  "  forest,"  or  some  combustible  matter  on  the 
«  mountains."  Such  ia  the  storm  and .  tempest  of 
God's  indignation,  which  pursues  and  terrifies  the 
sacrilegious  and  ungodly. 

16.  i^  tkeir  faces  with  shame  j  that  th^  may 
geek  thy  name,  O  Lord.  17.  Let  them,  or,  tkeg 
shall,  be  txmfounded  and  troubled  for  eoerj  yea,  l^ 
them,  or,  t^  shall,  he  put  to  ahame  andperiah.  18, 
That  men  may  know  that  thou,  whose  name  aUme  is 
Jebovah,  art  the  Most  High  over  all  the  earth. 

The  punishments  inflicted  by  Heaven  upon  wicked 
men,  are  primarily  intended  to  hnmble  and  ctnrat 
them.  If  they  continue  incorrigible  nnder  every  dis- 
pensation of  merdful  severity-,  they  are  at  last  cnt 
off,  and  finally  destroyed;  that  others,  admonisbed 
by  their  example;  may  rep^it  and  retnin,  and  gire 
glory  to  God.  Salutary  are  the  afflictions  vrbick 
bring  men,  and  happy  the  men  who  are  bcoogbt  by 
them;  to  an  acknovHedgement  of  "  Jjbbotih  our 
"  IUgbteousness,"ourexalledandglorified&edeen- 
er,  *'  the  Most  High  over  all  the  earth ;"  whom  aS 
must  acknowledge  and  b^ore  wbom  all  miat 
appear  to  be  judged,  in  the  ganeat  and  terrible  day. 
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PSALM   LXXXIV. 


This  Psalm,  for  the  subject-matter  of  it,  bears  a  re- 
semblance to  the  zliid.  Under  the  figure  of  aa 
Isnelite,  deprived  of  all  access  to  Jenuatem  and 
the  san£tuuy,  (wbetber  it  were  David  wbea  drives 
away  by  Abfialom,  or  any  alber  perton  in  like  cir- 
cumstftnces  at  a  different  time),  we  are  presented 
with,  1,  %  the  earnest  loftgingofadevontBOat 
after  the  house  and  presence  of  God ;  3 — 1,  a 
beautiful  and  passionate  eulogy  on  the  blessedness 
of  his  ministers  and  servaats;  8—10.  a  fervent 
^ra^  for  a  participatioa  <^  that  blessedness ;  amit 
11, 13.  an  act  of  &ilh  in  his  power  and  goodness, 
which  render  him  botii  able  and  willing  to  graift 
requests  of  this  nature. 

1.  How  amiable  are  th/  tabernacles,  O  Ijora  «f 
koatsf 

Vhm  ardently  doth  a  banished  Israefite  express 
his  love  for  Sion,  his  ndmbation  of  the  beauty  dT 
holineBS.  Nay,  Baltuim  himsdf,  when  from  the  top  of 
Feor  he  saw  the  children  of  Israel  abiding  in  tibeir 
tents,  with  the  Glory  in  the  midst  of  thetn,  could  not 
help  «xclaitt)mg,  "  How  goodly  are  thy  tents,  O 
*  Jacob,  and  thy  tabernacles,  O  Israeli"  Numb, 
xxit.  St.  "  How  amiaUe,"  then,  may  the  Christian 
say,  are  those  eternal  mansion^  frwn  whence  sin  and 
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sorrow  are  excluded ;  how  goodly  that  camp  of  tbe 
saints,  and  that  beloved  city,  where  righteousDess  and 
joy  reign  triumphant,  and  peace  and  unity  are  vio- 
feted  no  more ;  where  thou,  O  blessed  Jesu,  "  Lord 
"  of  hosts,"  King  of  men  and  angels,  dwellest  in 
glorious  majesty,  constituting  by  thy  presence  the 
felicity  of  thy  chosen ! 

3.  Mjf  soul  Umgetk,  yea,  evenfaintetk,  for  the 
courts  of  the  Lord  ;  my  heart  and  my  flesh  crieth 
out,  or,  akotOeth,  for  the  living  God. 

It  is  said  of  the  queen  of  Sheba,  that  npon  be- 
holding tbe  pleasantness  of  Jerusalem,  the  splendour 
of  Solomon's  court,  and,  above  all,  the  magnificence 
of  the  temple,  with  the  services  therein  performed, 
*'  there  was  no  more  spirit  in  her :"  I  Kings  x.  5. 
What  wonder,  therefore,  if  the  soul  should  be  af- 
i^ted,  even  to  sickness  and  fainting,  while,  from 
this  land  of  her  captivity,  she  beholdetb,  by  feith, 
the  heavenly  Jenisalem,  the  city  and  court  of  the 
great  King,  with  all  the  transporting  glories  of  the 
church  triumphant :  while,  in  her  meditations,  she 
liraweth  the  comparison  between  her  wretched  state 
of  exile  upon  earth,  and  the  unspeakable  blessedness 
of  being  delivered  from  temptation  and  affliction, 
and  admitted  into  the  everlasting  "  courts  of  Jeho- 
"  vah  i"  Whose  "  heart  and  flesh"  doth  not  exult^ 
and  "  shout"  aloud  for  joy,  at  a  prospect  of  rising 
from  the  bed  of  death,  to  dwell  with  "  the  living 
"  God ;"  to  see  the  lace  of  him,  "  in  whom  is  life, 
"  and  the  life  is  the  light  of  men  i*"  John  i.  4.  Did 
the  Israelites,  from  all  parts  of  Judea,  go  up,  with 
the  voice  of  jubilee,  to  keep  a  feast  at  Jerusalem  ; 
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and  shall  Christians  grieve,  when  the  time  is  come 
for  them  to  ascend,  and  to  celebrate  an  eternal  fes- 
tival in  heaven  I*    , 

3.  Yea,  the  sparrow  hath  fov/nd  an  house,  and 
the  saaUow,  or,  ringdove,  a  nest  for  herself ^  where 
she  may  lay  her  young,  even  thias  altars,  O  Lobo 
of  hosts,  my  King  and  my  God. 

The  Psalmist  is  generalij  suppraed,  in  this  verse, 
to  lament  his  unhappiness,  in  being  deprived  of  alt 
access  to  the  tabernacle,  or  temple,  a  privilege  en- 
joyed even  by  the  birds,  who  were  allowed  to  build 
their  nests  in  the  neighbourhood  of  tbe  sanctuary.  It 
is  evidently  the  design  of  this  passage  to  intimate  to 
us,  that  in  the  house,  and  at  the  altar  of  God,  a 
&ithful  soul  iindeth  freedom  from  care  and  sorrow, 
quiet  of  .mind,  and  gladness  of  spirit;  like  a  bird, 
tttat  hath  secured  a  little  mansion,  for  the  reception 
and  education  of  her  young.  And  there  is  no  heart, 
endued  with  sensibility,  which  doth  not  bear  its  testi- 
mony to  the  exquisite  beauty  and  propriety  of  this 
affecting -image. 

4.  Blessed  are  th^  that  dwell  in  thy  House : 
(Aey  wiU  he,  or,  are,  still  praising  thee. 

Here  the  metaphor  is  dropped,  and  the  former 
sentiment  expressed  in  plain  language.  "  Blessed 
"  are"  not  the  mighty  and  opulent  of  the  earth,  but 
"  they  that  dwell  in  thy  house,"  the  ministers  of  the 
eternal  temple  in  heaven,  the  angels  and  the  spirits 
of  just  men  made  perfect ;  there  every  passion  is  re- 
solved into  love,  every  duty  into  praise ;  hallelujah 
succeeds  hallelujah  ;  "  they  are  still,"  still  for  ever, 
"  praising  thee."    And  blessed,  next  to  them,  are 
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tfaoae  roiniflters  and  members  of  the  church  hue  be- 
low who,  ip  duposition,  aa  well  aa  employmant,  do 
most  resemble  them. 

5.  Bleated  u  the  man  aAo«e  ttrength  is  tn  thee  : 
in  wh^se  heart  are  the  lot^t  of  them ;  Heb.  the 
ttt/^s  are  in  the  heart  of  them. 

Not  only  they  are  pronounced  bl«sed  who 
"  dwell"  in  the  temple,  but  &U  they  also  who  are 
"  tfaTelliag"thitherwardl(as  the  whole  Jewish  lution 
was  wont  to  do  three  times  in  a  year),  uid  who  are 
therefore  meditating  on  their  ^'journey,"  and  on  the 
*'  way"  which  leadeth  to  the  ht^y  city,  tnisiing  in 
God  to  "  strengthen,"  and  prosper,  and  conduct  ^em 
to  the  house  of  his  habitation,  the  place  where  bis 
glory  dwelleth.  Such  a  company  of  sojourners  are 
i^ristiuu,  going  up  to  the  heavenly  Jerusalem ; 
such  ought  to  be  tb«r  trust  in  God,  and  such  the 
sul^ect  of  their  tbovghts  *. 

6.  Who,  paaeing  through  the  vallof  of  Baea, 
make  it  a  meU :  the  raiti  aho  fiU.eth  the  pooU. 
7,  Ihof  go  from  strength  to  strength,  every  one 


*  Id  ejus  animo  versantur  Semite  ferentes  ad  templum  quo 
properat.  MoiaJi  Eeoau ;  quicunque  aanctus  est,  quotidie  in 
priora  extenditur,  et  praeteritomm  obliviacitur,  cum  Paulo,  Ptiil- 
iiL  13:  BoasDBT — Jerusalem  U  represented  ia  the  N«wTe«ta< 
meat  as  a  type  <^heaven.  1  see  nothing  imtioaal,  tli«r«fott«,  tn 
supposing,  tliat  the  inspired  writer,  in  deacribiog  the  ascent  to 
Jerusalem,  might  have  in  view  also  that  spiritual  progress,  lead- 
ing to  the  city  which  is  above,  the  mother  of  ua  all.  The  words 
before  us  are  certainly  very  apptic^le  to  the  advances  made,  in 
this  progteiB,  from  strength  to  strength,  from  oae  stage  of  Cfaria- 
tiwi  perfection  to  another*    MERftlcic. 
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of  them  in  ^hn  appear^  bejbre  God;    or,  the 
God  of  gods  appearetk,  i.  e.  to  tbem  in  Zion. 

After  numberless  uncertain  conjectures  offered  by 
commentators  upon  the  construction  of  these  two 
rerses,  it  seemeth  impossible  for  us  to  attain  to  anj 
other  than  a  general  idea  of  their  true  import ;  which 
is  this,  that  the  Israelites,  or  some  of  them,  passed, 
in  their  way  to  Jemsalem,  throug^h  a  valley  that  had 
the  name  of  "  Baca,"  a  noun  deriTed  from  a  verb 
which  signifies  to  "  weep  ;"  that  in  this  valley  they 
were  refreshed  by  plenty  of  water ;  that  with  renew- 
ed vigour  they  proceeded  from  stage  to  stage,  until 
they  presented  themselves  before  God  in  Zion.  The 
present  worid  is  to  us  this  valley  of  weeping ;  in  our 
passage  through  it,  we  are  refreshed  by  the  streams 
of  divine  grace,  flowing  down  from  tbe  great  fountain 
of  consolation ;  and  thus  are  we  enaUed  to  proceed 
from  one  degree  of  holiness  to  another,  until  we  come 
to  the  glorified  vision  of  God  in  heaven  itself.  Mr, 
Merrick's  poetical  version  of  this  passage  is  extreme- 
ly beautiful,  and  applies  at  once  to  the  case  of  the 
Israelite,  and  to  that  of  the  Christian : — 

JNest  who,  their  strength  on  thee  reclined. 
Thy  seat  explore  with  constaat  miud. 
And,  Salem's  distant  towers  in  view, 
Wlh  active  zeal  their  way  pursue : 
Seomre  the  thirsty  vale  they  tread. 
While,  caH'd  lirom  out  their  sandy  bed 
(As,  down  in  grateful  showers  distill'd. 
The  heavens  their  kindliest  moisture  yield), 
The  copioua  springs  their  steps  beguile. 
And  bid  the  cheeileas  desert  smile. 
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From  stage  to  stage  advancii^  slitt. 
Behold  them  reach  fair  Sion's  hill. 
And,  prostrate  at  her  hallow'd  ahriae. 
Adore  the  Majesty  divine. 

8.  O  Lord  God  of  hosts,  hear  my  prayer :  give 
ear,  O  God  of  Jacob.  9.  Behold,  O  God  our  shield, 
and  took  upon  the  face  of  thine  anointed. 

After  extolling  the  faappinesa  of  those  who  dvrelt 
in  the  temple,  and  of  those  who  bad  access  to  it,  the 
Psalmist  breaks  forth  into  a  most  ardent  prayer  to  his 
God,  for  a  share  in  that  happiness.  He  addresseth 
him  as  "  the  Lord  of  hosts,"  almighty  in  power; 
as  "  the  God  of  Jacob,"  infinite  in  mercy  and  good- 
n(;B3  to  his  people ;  as  their  "  shield,"  the  object  of 
all  their  trust  for  defence  and  protection ;  and  be- 
seecheth  him  to  "  look  upon  the  ikce  of  his  anoint- 
*'  ed,"  that  is,  of  David,  if  he  were  king  of  Israel 
when  this  Psalm  was  written ;  or  rather  of  Messiah  *, 
in  whom  God  is  always  well  pleased ;  for  whose  sake 
he  hath  mercy  upon  us,  through  whose  name  and 
merits  our  prayers  are  accepted,  and  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  opened  to  all  believers. 

10.  Fitr  a  day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thou- 
sand :  I  had  rather  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  house 
of  mxf  God,  than  to  dtoell  in  the  tents  of  wickedness. 

One  day  spent  in  meditation  and  devotion,  af- 
fordeth  a  pleasure,  far,  lar  superior  to  that  which  an 
age  of  worldly  prosperity  could  give.  Happier  is  the 
least  and  lowest  of  the  servants  of  Jesus,  than  the 
g^reatest  and  most  exalted  potentate  who  knoweth 
him  not.  And  he-is  no  proper  jadge  of  blessedness, 
*  "  Christi  tui ;"  regis,  qui  Christi  figurai     Bossuet. 


^cbv  Google 


»AT  M.  b/p.]      on  the  psalms.  n 

who  heaitates  a  moment  to  prefer  the  condition  of 
a  penitent  in  the  porch,  to  that  of  a  sinner  on  Uie 
throne.  If  this  be  the  case  upon  earth,  how  much 
more  in  heaven  ?  O  CQtge  that  one  glorious  day, 
whose  snn  shall  never  go  down,  nor  any  cloud 
obscure  the  lastre  of  his  beams ;  that  day,  Whan  the 
temple  of  God  shall  ba  opened  in  heiavcn,  and  we 
shall  be  admitted  to  serve  him  for  ever  therein ! 

11.  ^brtke  LoBD  God  is  a  sun  and  shield:  the 
Lord  mil  give  grace  and  ghiy  :  no  good  thing  wiU 
he  ioithhold  from  them  that  walk  uprighUi/.  ■  ' 

Jesus  Christ  is  our  "  Lord,"  and  our*"  Grod ;"  he 
is  a  "  snti"  to  enlighten  and  direct  us  in  the  way, 
and  a  "  shield"  to  protect  us  against  thO'enemies  of 
our  salvation ;  he  will  ^ve  "  grace"  to  carry  ms  on 
"  from  strength  to  strength/'  and  "  glory"  to  crown 
ns  when  we  "  appear  before  him  in  Kion ;"  he  vriU 
"withhold"  nothing  that  is  "good"  and  profitable 
torus  ia  the  course  of  oar  journey,  aad  will  himself 
he  our  reward  when  we  come  to  the  end  of  it; 

12.  O  Lord  of  hostSt  blessed  is  the  man  that 
tnuieth  m  thee. 

While,  therefore^  we  are  Btrangers  and  sc^ournen 
fa«re  bebw,  &r  from  that  heavenly  country  vidiere 
we  would  be,  in  whom  should  we  trust  to  bring  ub 
to  die  holy  city,  new  JerusfUem,  of  which  the  Lord 
God  and  the  Lamb  are  the; temple,  butiothee,  O 
Saviour  and  Hedeemer,  who  art.  the  Head  of  every 
creature,  'the  Captain  of  Uie  annies  of  heaven  and 
earth,  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  toe  King  of  glory?. 
**  Blessed/'  dirioe  "  blessed,  is  the  man  that  trusteth 
"  in  Hiee." 

VOL.  u.  G 


A  OOMHBKTAJUf  Cbb&^h  «^ 

PSALM    LXXXV. 


Tbit  Bnln^  appointed  by  tbe  cbur«b  to  be  iifecl  on 
CMstmes-day,  1-— S.  celebmteth  tbBredemptioD 
of  the  Israel  of  God  fl*om  their  spfritml  captivity 
under  ain  and  death ;  * — 7.  teacheth  us  to  t^ay 
for  the  full  accotoplisbment  of  that  redemption  in 
ouraelTes;  8—1],  describeth  the  incarnation  of 
Christ;  ffitb  the  jpjfol  meeting  of  M^cy  snd 
Truth,  Rigbteous^iaqd  Peace,  at  hi«  tarth^an^ 
1%  13.  th*  blessed  effecU  of  his  advent. 

1.  LoBO,  thou  fuut  been  fmsturable  unltt  thg^ 
kmd  r  ^on  hast  brought  bmek  (he  eaptioify  o^i  Ja* 
eobi'Hj  f1»u  hiut  far.giiteA'tite  vHqmly.^.ibif 
people,  ^u  host  eovtred  aU  th^  aim.  B.  2%<M 
AmI  taken  ant^  aU  My  i»n><A ;  ihmt  hast  tuned 
thyself  ^rom  the  jiereenese  of  thine  anger:* 

These  three  veraea  st»eak.  of  the  ddiTeraDOc  ftom 
oaptivity.'Wi' already  broog^it  aboul;  whuret^  in 
the  sufaseqaent  parts  of  the  Pttim,  it  is  pnqr<4  for 
and  predicted,  as  a  thi»|^  Aiture.  To  acfonsi  io« 
this,  Rofn«  Buppow  ^^t  tbe  J^Mhusl  first  rttwi» 
thanks  for  a  twnporal  redemption,  and  then  |Hopbe* 
8ie»<^(be  Spiritnal  satvaiion  by  Messiah.  O^nvn 
of  opinion^  tbat  the  Mtnte  eternal  redemption  ii 
spoken  of  tbre^hout,  but  represented,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Psalm,  as  already  accomplished  in  the 
8 
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divine  decree,  though  the  eventual  completion  was 
yet  to  come.  The  difficulty,  perhaps,  luay  be  re- 
moved, by  rendering  these  first  three  verses  in  the 
present  time ;  "  Losd,  thou  art  favoarable  to  thy 
"  tend,  thoa  bringest  back  the  captivity  of  thy  peo- 
"  pie,"  Ac.  that  IB,  Thou  art  the  God  whose  pro- 
perty it  is  to  do  this,  and  to  show  sach  mercy  to  thy 
pec^le,  who  therefore  call  upon  thee  for  the  same. 
Bat,  indeed,  to  us  Christians,  who  now  uscitiie 
Psalm,  the  difference  is  not  materia ;  since  a  part  of 
our  redemption  is  post,  and  a  part  of  it  is  yet  to 
come,  for  the  hastening  of  which  latter  we  daily  pray. 
God  hath  already  been  exceedingly  gracioos  and 
"  favourable"  to  the  whole  "  earth,"  in  "  bringing 
"  back,"  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesns,  the  spiritual 
"  captivity  of  his  people ;  he  hath  himself,  in 
Cbriftt,  "  borne,"  and  so  taken  away,  "  the  iniquifr^r 
"  of  his  people ;"  he  bath  "  covered  all  their  sins," 
(hat  they  shoald  no  more  appear  in  judgement  against 
them :  propitiated  by  the  Son  of  his  love,  he  hath 
removed  his  "  vrrath,"  and  "  turned  himself  from 
"  the  fierceness  of  his  anger."  So  exactly  and  lite- 
rally do  these  words  describe  the  means  and  method 
of  Gospel  salvation,  that  a  Christian  can  hardly  affix 
any  olber  ideas  to  them. 

4.  Turn  us,  O  God  of  our  salvation,  and  eauaa 
thine  anger  towards  ut  to  ctate.  5.  WtU  thou  be 
angry  toith  us  for  ever  f  Wilt  thou  draw  out  thine 
anger  to  alt  generations  f  6.  WUt  thou  not  revive 
US  again,  that  thy  people  mc^  r^joiee  in  theeP 
7.  Show  us  iky  mtft^,  Q  Lord,  aind  groat  us  t^ 
Batvation. 
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Tbe  ancient  church  ia  here  introduced  as  petitiwi- 
ing  for  tbe  continuation  and  completion  of-thoK 
blessings  wbicb  bad  been  mentioned  in  tbe  foregoing 
verses,  namely,  that  God  would  "  turn"  hii  people 
from  their  captivity,  and  "  cause  bis  anger  towards 
"  them  tocea8e;"thatbe  would  "revive" them  from 
sin  and  sorrow,  and  give  tbem  occasion  to  "  rejoice 
"in  him,"  their  mig'hiy  deliverer;  that  be  vrould 
**  show  tbem"  openly  that  "  mercy"  of  which  tbey 
bad  so  ofteci  heard,  and  "  grant  them  that  salvation," 
or  that  "  Saviour,"  that  Jesus,  who  had  been  so  long 
promised  to  mankind.  And  although  it  be  true  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  tbe  flesh,  and  hath  virtually 
procured  -all  these  blessings  for  tbe  church,  yet  do 
"  we"  still  continue  to  pray,  in  tbe  same  words,  for 
tbe  actual  application  of  them  all  to  ourselves^  by  the 
conversion  of  our  hearts,  the  justification  of  our  per- 
sons, the  sanctilication  of  our  soul^  and  the  glori- 
fication of  our  bodies.  For  this  last  blessing  of 
redemption,  "  tbe  whole  creation  waitetb,  groaning, 
"  and  travailing  in  pain  together,  umtil  now." 
Rom.  viii.  22. 

.  8.  /  will  hear  what  God  the  Loan  will  speak : 
for  he  will  speak  peace  unto  his  people,  and  to  his 
saints;  but  let  them  not  turn  again  to  feUif :  o\; 
that  thof  nie^  not  turn  again  to  folly. 

The  Prophet  having  prayed,  in  tbe  name  of  tbe 
church}  that  Jehovah  would  "  sbovr  them  his  mercy, 
"and  grant  them  his  salvation,"  declares  himself 
resolved,  CMic^ming  this  "  salvation,  to  enquire,  a^d 
"search  diligenUy,  what,  or  what  manner  (^  time 
"  the  Spirit  of  Christ  which  was  in  him  did  ^ignilfy> 
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"  when  it  testified  beforehand  the  coming  of  Christ, 
"  and  the  glory  that  should  follow  ;'*  see  1  Pet.  i. 
■  10.  he  would  attend  to  "  what  God  the  Lord 
"  should  say/'  and  report  it  to  the  world.  Now, 
what  was  the  message  which  the  prophets  hed  com- 
mission to  deliver  from  Godj  but  that  he'  woiild 
"  speak  peace,"  or  reconciliation  throogh  a  Saviour, 
"  to  his  people,  and  to  his  saints?"  Th6  Gospel  is 
accordingly  styled  by  St.  Peter,  "  the  word  which 
"  God  sent  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  preaching 
"  peace  by  Jesus  Christ :"  Acts  x.  36.  And  what 
was  the  end  of  this  reconciliation  between  God  and 
men,  but  that  men  should  become  and  continue  the  ^ 
servaiits  of  God  ;  that,  being  washed  from  their  sins 
by  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  renewed  in  their  minds 
by  the  grace  of  Christ,  they  should  walk  in  the  paths 
of  wisdom  and  holiness,  and  "  turn  not  again  to  the 
"  folly"  they  had  renounced  ?" 

9.  Srnreb/  his  salvation  is  nigh  them  that  fear 
him,  thatgloTy  may  daeU  in  our  land. 

God,  who  "calleth  things  that  be  not  as  though 
"  they  were,"  teacheth  his  prophets  to  do  likewise. 
The  Psalmist  therefore  speaks  with  assurance  of  the 
"  Saviour,"  as  if  he  then  -saw  him  before  his  eyes, 
healing,  by  the  word  of  his  power,  the  bodies  and 
the  souls  of  men  upon  earth,  and  manifesting  forth 
his  "  glory,"  in  human  nature,  to  all  such  as,  with 
a  holy  "  fear,"  and  filial  reverence,  believed  on  him. 
^  John  himself  hardly  useth  plainer  language  when 
be  saith,  "  the  Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt,  • 
"  or  tabernacled,  among  us;  and  we  beheld  his  glory, 
"  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father, 
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*«  fiiH  of  grace  and  troth  ;"  John  i.  14.  The  body 
of  Qirist  iras  the  true  "  tabernacle,"  or  temple; 
his  Dirinity  mtbs  the  olort  which  resided  there,  aod 
filled  that  holy  place.  The  church  ii  bis  mystical 
"  body ;"  by  his  Spirit  he  now  and  ever  "  dwelleth 
"  in  our  land ;  and  his  salvEUion  is  alirays  nigh  them 
"  that  fiear  him ;"  aa  saith  the  holy  Virgin  fn  hersong. 
"  His  mercy  is  on  them  that  fear  hitn,  thronghoot  idl 
'*  generations." 

10.  Mert^  and  truth  are  met  Ugether  :  rigk- 
teouaneas  and  peace  have  kissed  each  other.  II. 
TVufA  thall  spring  out  of  the  tarth  ;  and  righte- 
ousness shall  look  down  from  heaven. 

These  four  divine  attributes  parted  at  the  £bU  of 
Adam,  and  met  again  at  the  birth  of  Christ.  Mercy 
was  ever  inclined  to  save  man,  and  Peace  could  not 
be  bis  enemy ;  but  Truth  exacted  the  performaocc 
of  God's  threat,  "  The  tool  that  ainneth,  it  shall 
"  die;"  and  Righteousneas  cmld  not  bit  give  to 
every  one  his  due.  Jehovah  most  be  tme  in  all  his 
ways,  and  righteous  in  all  his  wuriu.  Now  tb«re  is 
no  religion  upon  earth,  eicept  the  Christian,  which 
can  satisfy  the  demands  <^  all  these  claimants,  and 
restore  aa  union  betwcoi  them ;  which  can  iriiow  how 
God's  word  can  be  tre^  and  bk  work  just,  and  the 
wuier^  DotwttbsttBMiing,  find  mercy,  and  obtain 
peace.  Mahomet's  pnyer,  were  it  the  prayer  of  a 
righteous  man  and  a  prophet,  could  not  satisfy  dime 
justice ;  the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats  were  always 
insufficient  fcnr  that  purpose,  being  a  figure  only  for 
the  time  then  present,  which  ceased  of  coarse  when 
the  reality  appeared.    "  Sacrifice  and  humt-ofPering 
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"  Sum  wouldefit  not  ,*  then  Mid  I,  ho,  I  confe."  A 
God  incarnate  i^cdtieiled  hU  AiDgsiRhdaTvo  ■n4 
earth.  'Wlien  Chriftf  ap{i«ftred  In  dur  MtBrej  the 
promise  was  fulfiHed^  And  "  IVtith  spnitg  out  of  tM 
"  earHi."  And  ti&n  RightMushesf^  "  Iwhing  dtMa 
*'  ftata  heftveti,"  bebeM  ifl  him  every  Aing  dutahe 
recfaired  ;  «n  tindeflled  biHh,  a  ho^  lifej,  an  inno* 
cent  death  ;  a  spirH  dnd^^  a  mouth  wlthoM  guikij  a 
soul  and  a  body  vrlthout  ^t  She  aaw,  and  mtt 
tatiafled'j  and  returned  to  earth.  Thus  alt  the  four 
parties  met  a^in  in  perfect  harmony;  TniUi  nn 
to  Mtrty,  and  embraced  her;  R^hteoaancmttf 
PeacGj  andkissed  her.  And  this  co&ld  happen  9«)y 
At  thft  blrUi  of  Jesus,  fn  whom  "  the  tcwdier  Mercy 
<' of  our  God  visited  tisi,dAdf(4K»  is.  IfaeTraUij  iNdid 
^it>  nude  unto  us  I^^bteonsMBS,.  Ittd  trlio  u  onr 
"  Peace."  Se«  LiAe  i.  7^.'  itthni^.  «l^  J  Gm  t 
9D.  Ephes.if.  14.  Those  tbM«retMis  jdiuri^  as 
Atlnbtttes/  hi  Christ,  ought  not,  as  irittH«*>  to  be 
Mparated  in  a  Ghrlstiaft;  who  may  team  how  to 
resemble  bis'  blessed  Lord  and  Mtttetj  by  obsiirriBg 
tint  short,  but  complete,  rule  of  life,  eon^rehended 
in  the  few  fbUoTrlng  words:  8h<»r  Mercy,  md 
speak'Tnrth  :  do  Righteousness,  and  follow  Ptace. 
See  St.  Bernard,  in  bis  Sermon  on  the  Anmwlid- 
thm ;  ttttd^  ftom  him^  Ushop  Andrews  olt  lltesetwo 
verses  of  onr  F»dm  *. 

■.Soltit&  esptinteW.  fitlieen , popvlt  itatum  dcHgnat,  omni 
fcOROnini  copiA  et  viitutibiH  floreotu ;  quK  ausimi  impleta 
sunt,  poatquam  Chrlitus,  ipea  Veritas,  idemqite  pax  noitra, 
terri  ortus  «Bt.    BossDlt. 
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1^  Yea,  £Ae  Lord  shall  give  that  whrch  u  good; 
und  our  kmdahaUyiM  her  increase. 

Unless  God  Toueb8i^«-gEaciouB  raia  from  above, 
the  earth  caDoot "  yield  her  incEcase."  The  effects 
of  theincarnatioQ  of  Christ,  the  descent  of  the  Spirit, 
and  the  pabtkation  of  the. Gospel  among  men,  are 
frequently  sit  forth  in  Scripture  under- imagies  bor- 
rofred  firom  that  fruitfulne^  caused  in  the  earth  by 
the.  rain  of  heaven.  Thus  Isaicih :  "  Drop  down,  ye 
^<heavens,  from.abovej  ^niMet  the;^ie3  pour  down 
*f  ri^tconsoaw) :  letrthe.  eafth  open,  and  let  them 
"biiDg forth  8alvatiBDj:andiet righteousness  spring 
"  np  together,  xlv.  9.  ■  i  will  pour  water  upon  him 
"  timt  is  thirsty,  and  floods  .upoi)  th^  dry  groau,d ;  I 
"  will  pour  my  $pirit;apOQ  thy  seed,  a^d  my  blessing 
**  upon  tiline  oSsprio^.j  And  they  shalUpring  up  u 
"among  tbe.g^raas.  a&wiU(tw]B  by  the water-couraes. 
"xKv.;3.  Aa the. rain  coifl^th  down  ^om  beav^ 
"  and  wat^eth  the  earth,  and  maketfa  it  bring  forth 
"  and  bud;  so  shall  my  word  he,"  &c.  Iv;  10.  Give 
;qs  e¥ermo)re,  O  Lord,  !'  ithat  which,  is  .good,  that 
'Vour  laud  may  .yield  h»  increase,;',' ^ve .  ji^s  tb^ 
goodgiftj  the.g^ft  of  iby Spirit,  tliat,vrebe  "  neither 
"'  barren  nor  Hnfraitful  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
"  Lord  Jesus , Christ"     2  Pet.  i.  8. 

.13.  JZigA(e«u««^8  sA(i^  gv  b^oTehm,andskaU 
set  us  m  the  way  of  his  steps;  or,  and  shall  set  hit 
steps  in  the  way. 

Upon  the  appearanceof  the  Redeemer,  "  Righ- 
"  teousness"  is  represented"'  as  going  before  him," 
like  his  harbinger  the  Baptist,  to  prepare  and'  make 


^cbv  Google 


DAT  17.  M.  P.]        ON  IWS  PSALMS.  8» 

ready  his.  way.  In  that  way,  the  way  (^  vif^tteous- 
ness,  "  he  Kt  hia  BtepB,"  ^sd  walked  thereiD>  witbont 
the  leaat  deviation^  until  he  had  Bnished  his  appoiDt- 
ed  coarse.  Draw  us,  blessed  Jesu,  and  we.  will  ^n 
after  thee,  in  the  path  of  life ;  let  thy  mercy  pardon 
OB,  thy  truth  enlighten  us,  thy  righteousness. direct  us, 
to  follow  thee,  O  Lamb  of  God,  whithersoever  thou 
goest,  through  ppyerty,  affliction,  persecution,  and 
death  itself;  that  our  portion  may  be  foe  ever  in  thy 
kingdom  of  peace  and  love. 


SEVENTEENTH  DAY.y-MORNlNG  VRAYER. 
PSALM   LXXXVI. 

abGoment. 

This  P«ibii::Js  entitled,  "  A  prayer  of  Ditvtd,"  and 
supposed  to  have  been  written  in 'Wime  of  his 

'  great  distresses.  Like'  others  of  the*  same  kind, 
it  is  calculated  for  the  use  of  the  church  during 
her  siifferings  here  below,  by  which  she  is  con- 
formed to  the  image  of  the  true  David,  that  man 
of  soi^rowB.  It  contains,  1..  an  earnest  supplica- 
tion, grounded  dn  the  poverty,  2.  the,  holineo, 
Jaith,  3.  importunity,  and,  4.  the  devotion,  of  the 
suppliant;  and  on,  5 — 7.  the  goodness,  and,  8. 
power  of  God,  9,  10.  to  be  one  day  acknowledged 
by  all  nations,  at  their  conversion.  After  this, 
foIk>WB,  11.  a  petition  for  wisdom,  strength,  and 
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singfenen  of  heart;  12, 13.  atb&nk^vingforrfr' 
demption ;  14.  a  cotnpTaint  of  penecution  fWtm 
the  wicked;  15.  an  act  of  faith;  16,  17.  a  prayer 
for  help  and  salvation. 

1.  Bow  down  thine  ear,  O  Lord,  and  heap  me : 
for  J  am  poor  and  needy. 
' '  AH  prayer  is  fbanded  on  a  sense  of  oar  otrn  want^ 
atid  God's  ability  to  supply  them.  In  the  sight  of 
hia  Maker,  every  sinner  is  "  poor  and  needy  ,-*  and 
he  mnst  become  so  in  his  own,  that  his  petitions  may 
be  regarded ;  he  must  pray,  with  the  humility  and 
importunity  of  a  starving  be^^ar,  at  Uie  gate  of  hea- 
ven, if  be  expect  the  great  King  "  to  bow  down  his 
.  *'  earand  hear  him."  "  The  prayer  of  the  humble," 
saith  (he  wise  son  of  Sirach,  "  pierceth  the  clouds ; 
"  and  till  it  come  nigh,  he  will  not  be  comforted ;  and 
**  wai  not  depart  till  the  Most  Higli  shiiU;  behdld  t** 
Ecclua.  XXXV.  17.  The  blened  Jesu^  "  ttKM^  he 
**  was  rich,  yet  fo^  our  sakes  became  poor,  and  had 
"  not  where  to  lay  his  head ;"  nor  is  it  to  be  doubted, 
bat  tiiat,  in  his  state  of  humiliation,  he  oftentimes 
made  his  prayer  to  the  Father  in  these  very  words ; 
"  Bow  down  thine  ear,  O  Lord,  and  hear  me ;  for 
•*  1  am  poor  and  needy,"  If  he  sued  in  sudi  a 
Ibrm  of  words  for  as,  shall  we  think  of  suing  in  any 
otiicr  form  for  ourselves? 

^  J¥e8eree(Aoufn^s«il,/orZam  A«^/  Ot^u 
my  God,  $ave  Uy  servatU,  that  trusteth  in  thee. 

The  word  here  translated  "  holy,"  is,  "VOn,  the 
same  which  is  used  in  the  xvith  Psalm ;  "  Thou  shalt 
"  not  suffer  thine  Holy  One  to  see  corroption."   And 
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indeed,  if  we  nndentand  **  bolinen"  in  its  strict 
sense,  no  one  but  "  he  whom  the  Father  sanctifiedl, 
"and  sent  into  the  world,"  to  redeem  lost  man, 
could  say  to  him,  "  Preserve  my  sou!,  for  I  am  holy." 
But  tiie  word  properly  signifies,  "  good,  merciful, 
*'  pious,  devoted  to  the  service  of  God,"  &c.  The 
Christian,  therefore,  only  pleads,  in  this  expression, 
his  relation  to  Christ,  as  being  a  member  of  Christ's 
body,  the  church,  and  a  partaker  of  the  gifts,  which, 
by  virtue  of  that  membership,  he  bas  received 
Ibrough  the  Spirit  of  hohness.  So  that  this  first 
part  of  the  verse,  "  Preserve  my  sonl,  for  I  am 
"  holy,"  when  repeated  by  us,  is  eqnivalent  to 
another  passage  in  the  Psalms,  "  I  am  tbtke,  O 
"  save  me :"  cxix.  94.  The  latter  member  of  the 
verse  under  consideration  teaches  ns  to  pray  for  help 
and  salvation,  as  the  "  servants"  of  Ood,  whose  eyes 
Uierefore  look  naturally  to  him,  "  as  the  eyes  of  ser- 
"  vants,"  in  affliction,  "  lo<^  nnto  the  hand  of  their 
"  masters  :"  Psal.  cxxiii.  S.  And  haj^y,  surely,  are 
we  in  a  Master,  who  himself,  for  our  salvation,  once 
lived,  and  prayed,  and  suffered,  and  died,  in  "  the 
"  fana  of  a  servant."     PbiL  ii.  7. 

3.  Be  merciful  unto  me,  O  Lord, /or  Icry  unto 
thee  daUy. 

There  is  no  man  opon  tbe  earth,  but  needeth 
"  mercy ;"  he  who  is  truly  sensible  of  his  need,  will 
"  cry  daily"  for  it ;  and  he  who  doth  so,  may  com- 
fort himsdf  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  it  The 
prayers  of  Jesus,  ponied  forth  for  the  salvation  of  his 
mystical  body,  in  the  days  d  his  flesh,  were  fVeqnent 
and  mighty  j  bis  intercession  for  us  in  heaven  is  «>n- 
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tinual.    Does  the  man  believe  this,  who  pmys'not  at 
all,  or  who  prays  without  devotion  ? 

4.  Rejoice  the  soul  of  thy  servant ;  for  vnto  thee, 
O  Lord,  do  I  lift  up  my  soul. 

Sorrow  was  the  portion  of  Christ  in  this  world, 
and  the  church  bath  no  reason  to  expect  any  other 
from  it.  He  that  would  have  real  "  joy"  in  bia 
heart,  mustbeseech  God  to  give  it  him,  for  no  crea- 
ture hath  it  to  give.  Nay,  the  love  of  the  worh] 
miutt  be  renounced,  before  this  divine  gift  can  even 
be  "  received."  The  affections  must  be  loosened 
from:earth,  and  "  lifted  up"  to  heaven,  on  the  wings 
of  faith  and  love;  for  in  the  soul  that  is  full  of  sen - 
sual  pleasures  and  indulgences,  there  is  neither  room 
nor  taste  for  spiritaal  delights. 

&,  For  thou.  Lord,  art  good,  and  ready  to  forgive: 
andplettteous  in  mercy  uiUo  all  them  that  call  upon 
thee.  , 

We  are  encouraged  to  "  lift  up  our  souls  to  God" 
in  prayer,  because  his  "  goodness,'*  and  the  "  plente- 
"  ousoess  of  his  mercy"  in  Christ  Jesus,  incline  him 
togive  his  hciy  Spirit  of  peace  and  comfort  to  "all 
"  that  call  upon  him."  His  favour  is  no  longer  con- 
fined to  Judea ;  there  is  now  no  distinction  of  age, 
condition,  or  country  :  but  the  sinner,  whoever  or 
wherever  be  be,  if  be  call  upon  the  saving  name  of 
Jesus,  is  heard,  pardoned,  and  accepted,  upon  the 
terms  of  the  evangdical  covenant. 

6.  Give  ear,  O  Lord,  unto  my  prayer;  and  at- 
tend to  the  voice  of  my  supplications.  7.  In  the  day 
of  n^  tTOi^le  I  wUl  call  upon  thee  ;  for  thou  wiU 
answer  me. 
2 
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In  confidence  of  an  '*  answer/'. nourMied' and 
stren^hened  byall  the  fore^ing  conaidentions,  the , 
suppliant  renews  his  prayer,  while  "  Uie  daj  of 
"trouble"  lasts;  and  that  day  will  not  end^  but  with 
this  mortal  pilgrimage ;  siace  he  who  loves  his  coan- 
trjj  wilt  ever  be  nneasy  while  be  is  detained  among 
strangers  and  enemies,  perils  and  temptations.  But 
the  trouble  is  overpaid  with  profit,  which  rendereth 
OB  adepts  in  the  practice  of  devotion,  which  con- 
vinceth  us  that  we  are  abroad,  and  maketh  ns  to  wish 
and  sigh  for  our  trne  and  only  home. 

8.  Umong  the  gods  there  is  none  like  unto  tfiee,  O 
Loud  ;  neither  are  there  any  woi^s  Uke  u^o  thy 
woTka. 

Another  reason  why  supplication  should  be  made 
to  Jetumih,  is  hie  infinite  superiority  overall  those 
that,  by  infotuated  men,  were  ever  called  "  gods." 
From  the  ancient  idolatry,  which  teaght  adoration  to 
the  Bun,  moon,  and  stars,  lo  the  light  and  the  air, 
we  have  been  delivered  by  the  Ctospel :  nor  do  we 
any  longer  profess  to  worahip  Jupiter,  and  the  other 
Heathen  gods  and  goddesses.  But  do  not  many  still 
trust  in  idols,  and  have  they  not,  in  effect,  other  ob- 
jects of  worship,  from  whose  hands  they  expect  their 
reward  ?  Are  not  the  hearts  of  the  covetous,  the  am- 
bitious, the  voluptuous,  so  many  temples  of  Mam- 
mcm  or  Plutus,  of  Jupiter  or  Mars,  of  Bacchus, 
Comns,  and  Venus  ?  But  what  are  these  deities ; 
what  is  their  power ;  andwhataretheirgiftsf  What 
is  the  whole  world,  and  all  that  is  therein,  when  com- 
pared with  its  Maker  and  Redeemer?  what  is  it 
when  applied  to,  for  the  ease  and  comfort  of  a 
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woandcd  ipirit  ? — "  Amoag  the  gods  there  is  none 
/'  like  unto  thee,  O  Lob&;  neither  are  there  any 
"  works  like  unto  Uiy  works !" 

9.  AU  nations  whom  thou  ha»t  made,  shall  eome 
and  tDorahip  before  thee,  O  LoBO ;  and  thall  glor^ 
th^name. 

The  Psalmist  predict^h  that  this  superiority  o£ 
Jehorah  should  one  day  be  acknowledged  throughout 
all  the  earth,  when  **  neither  in  Jerusalem  only,  nor 
*'  in  the  mount  of  the  Samaritans,"  but  in  every 
place,  "  should  men  worship  the  Father ;"  John  ir. 
Si.  when  he  who  *'  made  all  nations"  by  his  Son, 
should  by  that  Son  redeem  all  nations,  bring^ngthem 
from  the  world  to  the  cburcb,  there  to  "  worship 
*'  before"  the  true  God,  and  "  in  songs  of  praise  to 
*'  gioitfy  his  holy  name."  If  in  these  our  times,  w« 
b^(dd  the  nations  again  falling  away  from  God,  de- 
parting from  the  purity  of  their  faith,  and  kaving 
tbeir  first  love,  let  us  comfort  oursdves  with  looking 
fwwardto  that  seenec^  things  described  by  St  John, 
ia  which  we  hope  to  bear  a  part  hereafter  :  "  I  be- 
*' held,  and,  lo,  a. great  multitude,  which  no  man 
"  could  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and 
"  people,  and  tongues,  Mood  before  the  throne,  and 
"  before  the  Lamb,  cteUied  with  white  robea^  and 
"  palms  in  their  hands ;  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
"*  saying,  Salvation  unto  our  God  which  sitteth  upon 
f*  the  tfarone,  and  unto  tbe  Lamb."   Rev.  vii.  9. 

10.  For  thou  art  great,  and  doest  loondrow 
thingt :  thou  art  God  aU)ne. 

"  Great"  is  Jehovah  in  his  power,  in  his  wisdom, 
in  bis  mercy ;  "  wonderful"  in  tbe  creation  of  the 
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woridj  wonJerfttl  in  the  prefwmtion  Qod  tk«  govem- 
omA  of  it,  weadetiful  in  its  redemption ;  wondeffol 
in  the  ioctroation,  life,  dtaih,  resurrection,  and  awen- 
tiw  of  J«siu,  in  the  dttcent  oi  tfae  Spirit,  the  pro- 
pagation  of  the  Ooapel,  th«  suSeringe  of  mnta,  and 
the  conversion  of  sinnc» ;  most  woaderful  will  be 
he  when  he  shall  raise  the  dead,  judge  the  world, 
condeau  the  wicked,  andglwify  the  righteous.  And 
then  diall  <ivwy  tongue  confess,  "  Thoa  art  God 
*' alone!" 

11.  Ikach  me  thy  aay,  O  Ihjkd  ;  /  wiU  walk  m 
thgf  truth :  untie  ff^  heart  to  fear  thff  niune. 

It  is  the  continual  sulyect  c^  the  Mediator's  inter* 
cession  abore,  and  of  our  prayers  below,  that  we 
nay  be  "  taught  the  way  of  Jehovah,"  the  waj  to 
life  etemalt  prqnred  for  ns,  tbroogh  ftith  and  lova 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus ;  that  being  so  taught,  we 
Buy  likewise  be  enabled  "  to  walk  ia  the  truth," 
witbmrt  error  in  doctrine,  or  deviation  from  duty ; 
helieving^  all  things  which  God  hath  revealed,  and 
doing  whataaever  he  bath  oommanded  us ;  that  the 
affections  AfiiUia  "  heart"  may  be  wiUidtawn  from 
other  objects,  and,  being  no  longer  divided  between 
Qod  and  the  world,  become  "  united*'  in  the  filial 
*'  fear  of  his  name,"  as  the  grand  principle  of  actkm. 

Ifl,  I  ttdii  prmae  thee,  O  Loan  «y  God,  with  aU 
s^  haart;  and  I  wUl  ghrify  thy  name/or  evermore, 
13.  £br  great  ia  thy  merty  toward  me;  and  tkou 
kagt  dtUoered  n^  vnUfrom  the  laweat  helL 

Ctotitude  for  mercies  already  received,  will  obtain 
a  coiUiaaMnoe  and  inoreaae  of  those  mercies.     The 


^cbv  Google 


98  A  COMMENTARY  [MALM  M. 

diardi  is  never  in  M  afflicted  a  state,  but  «tie'  fcath 
still  reason  to  intermingle  hallelujahs  with  her  ho- 
sannas,  and,  in  the  midst  of  her  most  fervent  prayers, 
to  "praise  the  Lord  her  God  vriUi  aH  her  heart, 
"  and  to  glorify  his  name  for  evermore ;"  since,  what- 
ever she  may  saffer  npon  earth  (and  even  those  suf- 
ferings will  tnrn  to  her  advantage),  "  great,"  most 
undoubtedly,  "  hath  his  mercy  been  toward  ber,  in 
"  delivering"  her,  by  the  resorrection  of  Jesus  from 
the  bondage  of  sin,  the  dominion  of  death,  and  the 
.  bottomless  pit  of "  hell." 

14.  O  6od,  the  proud  are  risen  against  me,  and 
the  assemblies  of  violent  men  have  sought  after  my 
$oul;  and  have  not  set  thee  before  their  eyes.    ■    ^ 

Prom  praises  we  return  again  to  prayers.  When 
Christ  was  upon  earth,  we  know  the  treatment  he 
met  with  from  "  prond  and  violent  men,  who  had 
"  not  set  God  before  their  eyes ;"  from  self-rifj^teous 
Jews,  and  conceited  Gentiles,  who  rose  op,  and  to^ 
counsel  together,  against  bim.  Wlmt  his  church 
afterwards  suffered  at  the  bands  of  the  same  ene- 
mies, is  likewise  well  known.  How  mndi  more  she 
is  to  undei^  in  her  latter  days,  we  know  not  as  yet ; 
but  this  we  do  know,  that  the  Spirit  of  the  world 
stands,  now  and  ever,  in  opposition  to  the  spirit  of 
God;  its  design  is  always  the  same,  although  its 
methods  of  working  be  divers.  Nor  oan  we  be 
ignorant  of  those  domestic  adversaries,  that  assem- 
bly of  haughty  and  turbulent  passions,  which  are 
continually  making  insurrections,  and  destroying  the 
peace  of  the  soul.    So  that  eMier  from  wUbout,  <w 
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from,  within,  every  one, ,  who  .ia  a  Chriatian  io  demi^ 
shall  be  sure  to  have  hie  portion  of  trihulation. 

15.  BiU  thou,  O  LoBDi  vt  a  God  fuU  of  eom- 
poKsioni  aad  graeioas;  long  steering,  owl  pU»- 
teQU8in.gt*odne99  and  tntth. 

Hatiog  taken  a  view  <^  thote  that  are  against  us, 
it  is  now  Ume  to  look  up  to  those  that  are  with  ta. 
And  can  we  have  better  friends,  than  all, these  grai-f 
eionH  and  faivourable  attributes  of  Heaven  i  Can  more 
comfortable  and  joyful  tidings  be  brought  us,  than 
Ibat  God  lov^h  us  with  a  fether's  love ;  that  he  is 
ready  to  pardon,  slow  to  anger ;  and;  .that  we  have 
hk  truth  pledged  fcH*  the  performance  of  bis  mercy  t 
What  a  fountain  of  consolatian  is  hor^  i^ned  for 
the  i^icted  Christian  1  "  I^et  him  drink,  and  forget 
"  his  poverty,  end  remember  hisnnsery  do  more." 
Prov.  lycxi.  7. 

16.  O  turn  ufUo  me,  tvvl  have  mercy  upon  met 
give  thy  strength  unto  thy  servant,  and  saoe  Ae 
ton  of  thine  handmaid. 

On  the  consideiBtion  of  the  above-mentioned  at- 
tributes, a  peUtion  is  io  thip  verse  put  up  to  Qod^ 
that  he  would  "  turn"  his  face  towards  us ;  that  he 
would  oi  his  '*  mercy"  pardon  vu,  by  his  grace 
**  streDgtben"  us,  and  by  his  power  "  save"  us 
firom  all  our  adversaries.  Bvery  Christian  is  ^e 
'*  servant  of  God,"  and  "  the  son  of  his  handmaid," 
the  church ;  which  may  say,  in  the  same  spirit  of 
huniifityand  obedience  with  the  blessed  Virgin, 
'"  Behcdd  the  fauidmaid  of  the  Lord." 

,17,  ShoK  me  a  token  for  good,  that  th^  v^ek 
vol.  n.  H 
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Jhafis  iM  iM^  iMie  itt  Mid  &«  aftbofftstf  { >6ceiiki«  AwK^ 
LoBD,  kaai  Ati^eti  me,  imd  «Mi^tetl  me: 

Man;  tmtemrS  ligm  sfid  **  <tokm«"  of  the  di- 
viofc  iiivoiir  wen  n  dd  time  vovdnafed  to  patm 
archs,  prophets,  and  king««f  Isnel.  Tfafciaw  ilMlff 
ins  ft  ceflictmi  of  artemki  and  «acfwnerital  tigin-es 
of  giuoe  ud  memf-.  AM  tlieM  centred  imd  bad 
dMir  MMftdtditliMient  w  tlAt^^mnd  •tid'CvtirtastHi^ 
•ign  ao«l  tcdnm  i€  Ood^  to  w  to  TOttn,  1lRihoflniiiti«a 
of  Cbittt,  ivhieb  ^1  fUthJM  piiCfplefPMn  Mv^tiegia^ 
Mng  Wished  md-pmyed  fbh'  On  this  dtgpit;  Ait 
GhflstiMi  lD6hft  with  joy,  As  the  gnat  ^rodf  ithat 
Gbd  hbs  "  helped'  him  and  Mmferted  hha  i^'"Whik 
U*  ifeiih  in  it  doth  DM  fftit  <he  h«th  «bei'<#itnM»  4A 
febnself,   bnd  ^hk'aMibM  dedare  M  >nUMhiito  aH 

anwnd  hiia ;  '^  that  ttwiy  w4iiGh  bste  hiw  tv^y^  be 
"  ashamed"  and  converted,  before  thatidijr  oomH 
vphen'  shttive  i^tdl  fcttYnrtMesi,  >and  >c«wmrs)Dii  Im- 

VObSwHc*  ^'  1   \'  ^*  ■  ^  .-.  '^     »',-;*  ^ 

.  .      iMlt)ltllN¥.     .  . 

The  prophet,  1— 3.  c^e'hrates  the  stalfilitf  and  fe- 
licity of  Sion ;  4,  '5,  fbretels  the  accesston  of  thip 
Gentiles  to  her,  and,  .6.  their  eprojiiient  atnonig; 
,  ker^tie^iu;  XrextoUherastbeloHnt^i^iOfgraiie 
•nd  sdMtiM.  The  Bnki  mu  piob^y  {»«h)«^ 
on  a  survey  «fae  idty  df  OnMj^jwt  itKbtr  the 
%ttil^'^  of  U  tivre  finish^. 
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1.  His  foundation  is  ut  ike  koly  mountains :  vc, 
U  is  hi$,  i.  e.  God's  foundation  in  the  Tnoimtains  of 
holiness*  f  %.  liie  Lord  lovetk  the  gates  of  Stan 
more  than  all  the  daellin^  of  Jacob. 

The  PsaLmict,  after  having  meditated  on  the 
•trench,  the  beauty,  and  the  glory  of  Jerosaleni, 
being  smitten  with  the  love  of  the  holy  city,  and 
imagining  the  thooghts  of  his  bearers,  or  readers,  to 
have  been  employed  on  the  same  sutyect,  breaki 
iertb  at  once  in  this  abrupt  manner,  "  It  m  his 
"  foundation  on  the  holy  mountains."  By  "  the  holy 
"  moBntainft"  are  meant  those  hilta  of  Judea,  which 
Jebovah  bad  chosen,  and  sepanteii  to  himsdf  from 
•11  otbers.  whereon  to  coDstroet  the  highly  favoiurad 
city  and  temple.  As  the  dwellings  of  Jacob,  in  the 
premised  land,  were  beloved  by  him  more  than  the 
ilwelHogB  of  other  nations,  so  be  *'  lored  the  gates 
*'  of  Sion,  more  than  idl  the  dweUinge  of  Jacf^." 
Jemaalcfli  wbb  exalted  and  fortified  hy  its  situation ; 
hat  touch  mare  so  by  tbe  pratectien  of  the  Ab- 
mighty.  What  Jeroialem  was,  the  Christian  cbnreh 
is;  f  built"  by  God  "  on  tbe  foundation  of  tbfe 
"  apostles  and  prophets,  Jesns  Christ  tanaself  beii^ 
"  Uie  chief  eomer  atone ;  in  whom  aU  the  buildiog', 
"  litly  framed  together,  groweth  unto  an  holy  temple 
"  in  the  Lord :"  Epfaes.  il  90.  It  is  "  hm  founda- 
"'tibn  in  tiie  holy  moantainB;"  Ae  is  bdoved  of 


*  Some  cammeatatorB  tuppou  this  verse  to  be  a  pact  of  Ifae 
title,  which  will  then  run  thus  :  "  For  the  sons  of  Korah,  a 
"  Paaltn ;  a  tong,  when  he  laid  the  ftMindatron  oa  the  hfitj 
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Qod  above  the  kingdomB  and  empires  of  the  earth, 
which  rise  and  fall  only  to  fal6l  the  divine  counieb 
concerning  her.  When  those  counsels  shall  be  ful- 
filled, in  the  salvation  of  all  believers,  the  vrorid, 
which  subsists  only  for  their  sake,  will  be  at  an  end. 

3.  Glorious  things  are  $poken  of  thee,  O  city  of 
God. 

.  As  the  Prophet  b^an,  in  a  rapture,  to  speak  of 
the  holy  city,  so  now,  in  fresh  transport,  he  changes 
the  person,  and  suddenly  addresses  himself  to  it 
The  old  Jerusalem  was  "  the  city  of  God,  and  glo- 
"  rious  tilings  were  therefore  said  of  it"  by  the  Spirit. 
pleasant  for  situation,  and  magnificent  in  its  build- 
ings, it  was  the  delight  of  nations,  the  joy  of  the 
whole  earth ;  there  was  the  royal  residence  of  the 
kie^  of  Jttdah ;  there  was  the  temple^  and  the  ark, 
and  the  glory,  end  the  King  of  heaven  dwelling  in  the 
midst  of  her ;  her  streets  were  honoured  with  the 
footsteps  of  the  Redeemer  of  men ;  there  he  preach- 
ed, and  wrought  his  miracles,  lived,  died,  and  rose 
Again ;  thither  he  sent  down  the  Spirit,  and  there  he 
jirst  laid  the  foundations  of  his  church.  To  know 
what  "  glorious  things"  are  said  of  the  new  Jera- 
aalem,  the  reader  must  peruse  Isa.  Ix.  and  Rev. 
xxi.  zxiL 

-  4.  JioiUmake menHon  of  Rakah,  or,  Egypt,  and 
.Babylon,  to  them  that  know  me :  Behold,  Philiatia, 
and  IS/re,  with  Ethiopia,  or,  Arabia,  this  man  was 
bom  there.  5.  And  of  Sion  it  shall  be  said,  This 
and  that  man  was  bom  in  her;  and  the  Highest 
JtimselfskaU  establish  her. 

The  accession  of  the  nations  to  the  church  is  ge- 
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nerally  supposed  to  be  here  predicted.  God  declares 
by  his  Prophetj  "  I  will  make  mention  of,"  or  "  cause 
"  to  be  remembered,  Egypt  and  Babylon,"  the' 
(Ad  enemies  of  Israel,  "  to"  or  "  among  them 
"  that  know  me,"  that  is,  in  the  number  of  my 
worshippers  ;  "  Behold"  also  "  Philiatia,  and  Tyre, 
"  with  Arabia;"  these  are  become  mine;  "  this,"  or 
each  of  these,  "  is  hotn  there,"  L  e.  in  the  city  of 
God ;  they  are  become  children  of  God,  and  citizens' 
of  Sion  ;  so  that  "  of  Sion,"  or  the  church,  "  if 
"  shall  be  said.  This  and  that  man,"  Heb.  "  a  man' 
"  and  a  man  *,"  i.  e.  great  numbers  of  men  in  suc- 
cession, "  are  born  in  her ;"  alluding  to  the  multi- 
tudes of  converts  under  the  Gospel,  the  sons  of  that 
Jerusalem,  "  which  is  the  mother  of  us  all ;"  GaL 
if.  S6.  "  and  the  Highest  himself  shall  establish  her  ;'* 
as  he  saith,  "  Upon  this  rock  will  I  build  my  cburch,' 
"  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it." 
Matt.  xvi.  18. 

.  6.  The  Lord  shall  count  when  he  wi'iteth  vp  the 
people,  that  thU  man  was  bom  there. 

'  Dr.  Durell  readers  V'Hi  D'H,  ■"  The  tnan,  even  the  num," 
that  is,  "  The  man  of  men  ;"  or,  "  The  greatest  of  all  men." 
The  reduplication,  he  thinks,  according  to  the  original  pbraseo* 
logy,  must  mean  the  superlative,  or  bluest  degree.  He  adds— 
According  to  this  interpretation,  every  one  will  see  who  this  emi- 
Dent  personage  was  to  be,  from  whose  birth  Zion  (used  by  tt 
synecdoche  for  Judea)  was  to  acquire  so  much  glory.  The  latter 
hemistic — "And  the  Highest  himself  shall  CBtablish  her" — seems 
to  me  to  have  reference,  not  to  God  the  Father,  but  to  his  Sou ; 
it  appearing  to  be  exegetical  of  the  precediagone,  and  to  describe 
his  Divine,  as  the  other  does  hb  humao  nalore.  Critical 
Remarks,  p.  167. 
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.  In  Uie  book  of  life^  that  register  of  heaven,  kept 
by  God  himself,  oar  names  are  entered,  not  as  borti 
of  flesh  aod  blood  by  the  will  of  man,  but  as  bom 
of  water  and  the  Spirit  by  the  will  of  God ;  of  each 
person  it  is  written,  "  that' he  was  bom  there,"  in 
the  church  and  dty  of  God.  That  is  the  only  birth 
which  we  oaght  to  value  ourselves  upon,  because 
that  alone  gives  us  our  tiUe  to  "  the  inheritance  of 
"  tbe  saints  in  light.  In  Jesus  Christ  there  is  ndther 
"  Greek  nor  Jew,  circumcision  or  oncircumcision, 
"  barbarian, Scythian," noble  nor  ignoble,  "bond  nor 
"  free ;  but  Christ  is  all,  and  in  all."  Col.  iii.  II*. 

7.  As  VDell  the  stngers  as  the  players  on  instru- 
metUa  shall  be  there ;  all  rmf  springs  are  in  thee. 

The  literal  version  of  the  words,  as  Dr.  Chandler 
observes,  seems  to  be~"  Oantantes  erunt,  sicut  cho* 
"  ream  dncentes :  omnes  fontes  mei  in  te."  "  They 
"  shall  ung  like  those  thai  lead  up  the  dance,"  i.  e. 
most  joyfully ;  singing  and  dancing  frequently  ac- 
companying one  ^lother.  And  the  burden  of  the 
song  thus  joyfully  sung  tn  praise  of  Sion,  was  to  be 
this,  *'  All  my  springs,"  or  fountains,  "  are  in  thee." 
And  if  such  be  indeed  the  incomparable  excellence 
of  the  church,  and  such  the  benefits  of  her  communion, 
as  they  have  been  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  verses, 
what  anlhena  better  deserves  to  be  performed  by  all 
faer  choirs  f  In  thee,  O  Sion,  is  the  fountain  of  salva- 

*  Dr.  DuielL  thinks  thii  vene  rehttn  to  tbe  pedigree  of  oar 
hard,  recoTckd  anoBg  ths  Jewv,  and  given  us  by  the  evangeUsts 
— "  The  Lord  will  have  this  recorded,  in  regietering  die 
"  pet^,  that  Hft,"  th«i»w  orw  mentioned  above,  "  was  born 

"  there." 
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tion,  and  from  tboe  are  derivoiall  Ukoae  tpriagi  of 
grace,  wlUch  flow,  by  tbe  dh  me  afpointnaeiU,  if  bile 
the  world  lasts,  for  the  purification  and  refreshment 
of  maoJuad  Mpo»  ewtii. , 


PSALM   LXXXVIII. 


Hflits  Psalm,  at  Mr.  Madge  observes^  may  welt  be 
said  to  be  compoBed,  according  to  its  titte,  r^oj^Sr 
to  create  dejectioa,  to  raise  a  penaive  sloQs>  or 
melancboly  m  the  mind  ;.tbe  whole< subject  of  it 
being  quite  tbronghoat  heavy,  and  full  «f  the 
moit  dismal  complaints.  The  aatuceand  degree 
of  the  snfierings  related  ki  it ;  the  strength  of  the 
expressions  used  to  describe  them ;  the  consent  of 
ancient  expositors ;  the  appointment  of  (lie  Pa^lrn 
by  the  church  to  be  read  on  Good  Friday;  aU 
these  ciKUDutances  concur  in  dicectiag  an  appli- 
cation of  the  whole  to  our  blessed  Lord.  His 
■nexawpled  seiTaws,  both  in  body  and  soul ;  'his 
desertion  in  the  day  of  trouble ,-  hEa  bitter  passion^ 
and  approaching  death;  with  bis  fcequeat  and 
ferroit  ^yers  for  the  aecdmplishment  oFthe 
promises,  for  the  salvi^n  of  the  church  thfOV^ 
him,  and  for  the  manifestation  of  God's  glory : 
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tfaeie  are  tbe  particulars  treated  of  m  this  in- 
■tmctirc  and  most  affecttng  composition  *: 

I.  O  Lord  God  of  my  salvation,  I  have  cried 
dt^  and  night  before  thee :  2.  Let  wy  prayer  come 
b^ore  thee :  incline  thine  ear  unto  my  cry. 

We  hear  in  these  words  the  voice  of  our  suffering 
Redeemer.  .As  man,  he  addresseth  himself  to  bis 
Father,  "  the  Lord  God  of  his  salvation,"  from 
vrhom  be  expected,  according  to  the  promises,  a 
joyful  and  triumphant  resarrection :  he  pleadeth  the 
fervency  and  importunity  of  his  prayers,  offered  up 
continually,  "  day  and  night,"  during  tbe  time  of 
his  humiliation  and  sufferings ;  and  he  entreateth  to 
be  heard  in  these  Iris  supplications  for  his  body  mys- 
tical, as  vrdi  as  his  body  natural ;  for  himself,  and 
fat  mail. 

3-  JFbr  n^  sou/  ts  fuU  of  troubles  ;  and  my  life 
draweth  nigh  utOo  the  grave. 

Is  not  this  exactly  parallel  to  what  he  said  in  the 
garden,  "  My  soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto 
"  death  ?"  "  Pull,"  indeed,  "  of  troubles"  was  thy 
"  soul,"  O  blessed  Jesna,  in  that  dreadful  hour, 
when,  under  the  united  weight  of  onr  sins  and  sor- 

*  Cttin  Ps^mis  ssiL  et  Ixu.  oc)  Qnum  convenit  Paaknu* 
UxxTiii.,  quod  argumeato  ett,  earn  eodem  modo  a  nobis  esse 
explicKndum.  Contioet  igitur  pariter  oratioaem  Chruti  ad 
Fttrem  e  cnice  fusam.  Anctor  h^jus  Cantici  nou  alium  in 
foem  iUi  dtulum  dedit  ^tavo,  "  erudieotU,"  quam  ut  Eccleiia 
|KMterion»n  temporum  u  eo  diaceret  ultima  biec  Mesaiae  futa. 
ViTMNCA,  ObtmU.  Sacr,  lib.  ii.  cap.  8. 
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rows,  thou  wert  siaking^  into  "  the  gnVe,"  in  order  to 
raise  ua  out  of  it  Let  us  judge  of  thy  love  by  thy 
sufferings,  and  of  both  by  the  impossibility  of  our 
fuHy  comprehending  either^ 

4.  /  am  counted  with  them  that  go  down  into  file 
pit:  lam  as  a  man  that  hath  no  strength. 

Next  to  the  troubles  of  Christ's  soul,  are  men- 
tioned the  disgrace  and  ignominy  to  which  he  sub- 
mitted. He  who  was  the  fountain  of  immort^^, 
he  from  whonr  no  one  could  take  bis  life,  who  could 
in  a  moment  have  commanded  twelve  legions  of  an- 
gels to  his  aid,  or  have  caused  heaven  and  earth,  at 
a  word  speaking,  to  fly  away  before  him,  he  was 
"  connted  with  them  that  go  down  into  the  pit ;"  he 
died,  to  all  appearance,  like  the  rest  of  mankind ; 
nay,  be  wbs  forcibly  put  to  death,  as  a  malefnctor ; 
and  seemed,  in  the  hands  of  his  executioners,  ''  as  a 
"  man  that  had  no  strength,"  no  power  or  might, 
to  help  and  to  save  himself.  "  His  strength  went  from 
**  him ;  he  became  weak,  and  like  another  man." 
The  people  shook  their  heads  at  him,  saying,  "  He 
"  saved  others,  himself  he  cannot  save." 

5.  Free  Ofttong  the  dead,  like  the  slain  that  He  in 
the  grave,  whom  thou  rememberest  no  mare  ;  and 
thty  are  ctU  off  from  thy  hand. 

"  Free  among  the  dead ;"  that  is,  set  at  liberty, 
or  dismissed  from  the  world,  and  separated  from  alt 
communication  with  its  at&irs,  as  dead  bodies  are ; 
"  like"  other  "  corpses  that  lie  in  the  grave,  whom 
'*  thou  rememberest  no  more,"  i.  e.  as  living  objects 
of  providence  upon  earth :  in  this  sense,  "  they  are 
"  cut  off"  frfnn  God's  hand,"  which  held  and  sup- 
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pttftcd  tbem  ia  Ufe.  Aad  m  no  other  «enae  am 
these  expreseiona  be  nnderatood ;  since  4o  inaginc 
that  the  PialmUt,  who  so  often  speaks  in  plua 
teriDB  of  the  resarrecUon,  should  here,  when  peno>- 
uAiag  Messiah^  denj  that  doctrine,  wonid  be  a 
conceit  eqiraUy  afasard,  and  impiout. 

6.  Hum ha$tUadaemtkeiowestpit,in  darkness, 
in  the  deep*.  7.  7%y  wrath  lieth  hard  Mpon  me,  and 
ikon  haet  afflicted  me  with  all  thy  loaves. 

The  sufferingt  of  JeBM  are  repnaentcd  by  bis 
b«ng  ^unged  into  a  daiii  and  horrible  lAxpA,  witii 
the  indignatioB  of  God,  due  to  our  sins,  retting  upon 
hifn,  and  all  the  waves  of  affliction  rtdling  over  him. 
The  same  itnege  ia  aaed  in  PbiU.  txix.  and  many 
other  placei. 

8.  Thou  ha»t  pat  away  mine  atquaitUaace  fmr 
fmm  me :  thou  ka^t  made  me  an  abomiaatiou  unto 
them :  I  am  thut  up,  and  I  cannot  come  forth. 

At  the  apprehension  of  Christy  "  AU  his  disciphn 
"  forsook  him  and  fled :"  Matt  xxvi.  56.  Peter 
denied  utd  abjured  bis  Master,  as  if  his  acquaintance 
had  been  a  disgrace,  and  "  an  abomination :"  at  the 
crucifixion,  it  is  obserred  by  St  Ijska,  that  "  all  bis 
"  acquaintance  stood,  afar  off,  beholding  theae 
"  things ;"  xxiii.  49.  beholding  the  innocent  victim 
oavironed  1^  hia  enemies  and  at  length  "  shut  up" 
in  the  a^nkhre.  The  day  must  come,  when  each 
person,  who  reads  this,  ahall  be  foraahen'  by  tke 
whole  world ;  when  relations,  friends,  and  acqvaint- 
ance,  ^all  retire,  unaUe  to  afford  him  any  hdp  and 
assistance ;  when  be  must  die,  and  be  confined  in  ( he 
pciaon  of  the  grave,  no  more  to  *<  come  forth,"  «ntil 
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that  great  Easter  of  the  world,  the  general  rerarrec- 
tion.  In  the  solitary  and  awiiil  boar  of  our  departore 
hence,  let  as  remember  to  think  on  the  deserdoa, 
the  deatji,  the  burial,  and  tiie  resnrrection  of  oar 
Redeemer. 

9.  Mine  eye  moHmeth  by  reason  of  qfflietum : 
Lord,  I  have  catted  daily  tq)On  thee,  I  have  stretch- 
ed ojtt  iny  handi  unto  thee. 

This  verse  contains  a  reiteration  of  the  complaint 
and  prayer  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  Psalm. 
These  are  some  of  the  "  strong  cryings  with  tears," 
which,  during  the  course  of  his  intercessions  (or  us 
upon  earth,  the  Son  of  God  ponred  forth  "  in  the 
'*  days  of  bis  flesh."     Heb.  v.  7. 

10.  Witt  thou  thme  wonder*  to  the  dead*  shaU 
<Ae  dead  rise  and  praise  thee  f  11.  SkaU,  thy  loving 
kindness  he  declared  in  the  grave,  or,  thy  faithful- 
ness in  destruction?  IS.  ShaU  thy  wonders  be 
known  in  the  dark  ?  and  thy  righteousness  in  the 
land  of  forgetfulness  f 

It  hath  been  sometimes  thougfat^  that  these  venes 
imply  a  denial,  or  at  least  a  doubt,  of  the  resurrection 
frcnn  the  deed ;  whavas  they  contain,  in  reality,  ^ 
most  powerful  plea  that  Christ  himself  in  his  prayers 
to  the  Father,  could  ui^e  for  it ;  namely,  that,  other- 
wise, man  would  be  deprived  of  his  salvation,  and 
Giod  of  the  glory  thence  accruing.  "  Wilt  thou 
'*  show  wonders  to  the  dead,"  while  they  continue  in 
ttet  state ;  or  if  tbou  ihonldst,  will  they  be  sensible 
of  those  wonders,  and  make  thee  doe  returns  of 
thankfulness  ?  "  ShaU  the  dead  rise  up"  in  the  con- 
gregation, "  and  praise  thee  ?"   Must  they  not  live 
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Bgun  to  do  that?  "  Shall  thy  loving  kindoess"  to  the 
sons  of  Adam,  in  me  their  Redeemer,  "  be  declared," 
ahall  the  Gospel  be  preached,  "  in  the  grave  ?" 
"  or  thy  foithfulness,"  in  accomplishing  the  promises 
concerning  this  loving  kindness,  shall  it  be  manifested 
. "  in  that  destruction"  wrought  by  death  upon  the 
bodies  of  men  ?  "  Shall  thy  wonders,"  the  wonders 
of  light,  and  life,  and  salvation,  "  be  known  in  the. 
"  dark"  tomb ;  "  and  thy  righteousness,"  which 
characteiizes  all  thy  dispensations,  shall  it  be  remem- 
bered and  proclaimed  "  in  the  land  of"  silence  and 
"  forgetfulnesB  i"  A  Christian,  upon  the  bed  of  sick- 
ness, may  undoubtedly  plead  with  God,  in  this  man- 
ner, for  a  longer  continuance  of  life,  to  glorify  him 
here  upon  earth.  But  every  respite  of  that  kind  can 
be  only  temporary.  All  men,  sooner  or  later,  must 
die :  and  then  they  can  never  more  experience  the 
mercies,  or  sing  tbe  praises  of  God,  unless  they  rise 
again.  So  that  if  the  argument  hold  in  one  case,  it 
certainly  holdeth  still  stronger  in  the  other. 

13.  But  unto  thee  have  1  cried,  O  Lord,  and  in 
the  morning  shall  my  prayer  prevent  me.  14. 
LoBO,  why  castest  thou  off  my  aotd?  why  hidest 
thou  thy  face  from  me? 

Since  therefore  the  wonders,  the  loving  kindness, 
the  faithfulness,  and  the  righteousness  of  God,  cannot 
be  manifested  by  man's  redemption,  if  Messiah  be 
lefit  under  the  dominion  of  death,  he  redoubles  his 
prayers  for  the  promised  deliverance;  and  speaks 
of  his  redemption  in  the  hour  of  sorrow,  as  in  Psal. 
zxii.  1.  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  for- 
"  saken  me?"  &c. 
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15.  /  am  afflicted  and  ready  to  die  from  my 
youtk  up :  while  /  suffer  thy  ierrora,  I  am  dis'- 
traded  ;  Heb.  /  am  distressed,  not  knowing  which 
way  to  turn  myself*.  16.  Thy  fierce  wrath  goeih 
over  me,  thy  terrors  have  cut  me  off.  17.  7%ey 
came  round  about  me  daOy  like  water  ;  they  com- 
passed me  about  together. 

We  are  not  to  imagine  that  the  holy  Jesus  suffered 
for  ns  only  at  Gethsemane,  and  on  mount  Calvary. 
His  whole  life  was  one  continued  paseion ;  a  scene  of 
labour  and  sorrow,  of  contradiction  and  persecution ; 
"  he  was  afflicted,"  as  never  man  was,  "  from  bit 
"  youth  up,"  from  the  hour  of  his  birth,  when, 
thrust  out  from  the  society  of  men,  he  made  his  bed 
in  the  stable  at  Bethlehem ;  he  was  "  ready  to  die," 
a  victim  destined  and  prepared  for  that  death  which, 
by  anticipation,  he  tasted  of  through  life;  he  saw 
the  flaming  sword  of  God's  "  fierce  wrath"  waiting 
to  "  cut  him  off"  from  the  land  of  the  living ;  the  ' 
"  terrors"  of  the  Almighty  set  themselves  in  array 
against  him,  threatening,  like  the  mountainous  waves 
of  a  tempestuous  sea,  to  overwhelm  his  amazed  soul. 
Let  not  the  church  be  offended  or  despond,  but 
rather  let  her  rejoice  in  her  sufferings,  by  which, 
through  every  period  of  her  existence,  from  youth 
to  age,  she  "  Blleth  up,tbat  which  is  behind  of  the 
"  afflictions  of  Christ,"  who  suffers  and  will  be  glo- 
rified IN  his  people,  as  he  hath  already  suffered  and 
been  glorified  for  them.     See  Col.  i.  24. 

*  DominuB  ipse  de  se,  Paal.  Ixxxviii.  10.,  "  Fero  terrorea 
"  tuos;  animi  linquor."  Loquitur  de  extremis  suis  angoribdf 
et  dolonbut,     ViTRiNQil  in  Jesai:  ii.  f{67. 
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18.  Lover  and  friend  Aa»<  thou  ptUfarfrom  me, 
and  mine  aequahUance  into  darknest. 

It  is  mentioned  agsiii,  as  a  most  affe^ng  circam- 
itaDce  of  Cbrtfrt's  passion,  that  be  wu  mtu'dy  far- 
aafcen,  and  left  all  alone,  in  that  dreadful  day.  The 
bitlsr  cap  was  preieated  Siled  to  the  brim,  and  he 
drank  it  off  to  the  dregs.  No  man  ooold  sbare  i^ 
Utoso  sufferings  by  which  all  other  men  were  to  be 
Kedeemed.  His  "  lovei's  end  friendA,"  hii  disciples 
and  acquaintance^  "  irere  put  far  from  him  ;"  th^ 
til  "  fbnook  him,  and  fled^"  to  bide  dtemKlvea  from 
the  lary  of  the  Jem,  "  in  darkness,"  n  daik,  i.  e. 
secret  places.  T%ub  it  is  written  in  the  Psalms, 
land  thus. in  the  Gospels  it  is  recorded  to  have  hap- 
~pNMd.  OftentiRies,  O  blessed  Jesu,  do  wefonake 
thee ;  but  do  not  tbov  {onahe  us,  or  take  thy  holy 
Spirit  frpm  us. 


SEVENTEENTH  DAV-^EVENINO  niAYUl. 

■       PSALM   LXXXIX 

ABXiUMENT. 

This  Psalm  is  appointed  by  the  cburch  to  be  read 
on  Christmas-day.  It  celebrates,  ver.  1  — #.  the 
mercies  of  God  in  Christ,  promised  to  t^vid; 
5 — 13.  the  almighty  power  of  Jebovah,  mwifested 
in  his  works  and  dispensations;  14.  hisjusticej 
mCrcy,  and  truth  ;  15 — 18.  the  happiness  and  se- 
carity  of  his  people;  19 — 37.  his  covenant  tuade 
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w^  Owid,  ta  the  TepmBentaiUve  of  Meisiah; 

■"  wbo  A&tAA  come  of  his  seed ;  S8— 46.  (he  ctiutdi 
lamenteth  her  distressful  state,  at  the  Utne  Wheii 
this  psalm  was  penned*;  46 — 61.  she  prayeUt 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  promise ;  aD4>  in 

,   the  mean  time,  52.  bleaseth  Jehovah. 

;  \.  lain  .ting  a/.tAe  mercie$  ^  the  Lobd  for 
etier ;  mthmji  matUh  wHi  I  make  kiiewH  ih^fai/Jh* 
fuiaees  (0  aU  generations. 

The  "  mercies  of  Jehovah"  have  «ver  eoiployed 
the  vjoicea  of  belierers  to  ^lebrate  theok  These 
ipgrcjes  were  ju-Dmises  to  the  hunum  race,  ia  their 
g^reat  jepmeotaitive  and.  surety,  before  (he  worid'  be^ 
gaa ;  S  Tim.  jL  9.  T,^  i.  2.  they  were  prefigured  bg 
aooieDt  4ispeiuations ;  and,  in  part,  fuIfilM^  attbf) 
wcacnatioD  «|  X^rist.  Tha  "  faithfulae^"  of.  Qad^ 
ip'  ^o  btl&Wiog  them,  v  ^now  "  made  knowii,''  bf 
the  holy  rfi«p:vsce«  of  the  Christjaa  cbitrch,  '*  to:aU 
V  jgieoeratioRs." 

,  2^  litT  I  have  sfiid,  Men^  $hall  be  jbuiit  up  for 
merj  thy  Jmb^iulneae  ahalt  thott  ^tahUah  m  the 

Whatever  foe  at  any  time  the  state  of  tlwfihiitch 
Ml  eartt^  «he  .knoweth  ^tbat  the,  fouadation  of  <jfod 
standethMve;  that thesacFed  edi Bee. raised thenoa, 

.  *  SedecU  £«|tto,  domo  Davkl  e  eolio  detiubati,  promissioiMB 
Dei  trritas  viden  propbet»  ^Heritur,  necdum  adesse  Christuiq, 
BossuET. — Dr.  Kennicott  imagines  rt  to  have  been  composed 
^y  Isaiah,  as  a  solemn  tuid  public  address  to  God,  At  the  tim^ 
lAcK  Itesin  aad  Fekah  were  adnkDOtng  agabist  >nis«km. 
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will  be  mcorruptible  and  etenaal  m  "  h«aTen"  hself, 
where  only  mercy  and  tratb  are  to  have  Uieir  perfect 
work,  in  tlie  everlasting  felicity  of  tbe  redeemed. 
Of  this  felicity,  which  is  to  be  the  consummation  of 
God's  promises,  and  our  hopes,  we  behold  Rome 
fiiint  resemblance^  as  often  as  we  view  the  stability, 
the  beauty,  and  the  glory  of  the  visible  mate^J 
"  heavens." 

3.  /  hcEoe  Tttade  a  covenant  with  my  chosen,  I 
have  sworn  unto  David  tmf  servant :  4.  7%y  seed 
mil  I  establish  for  ever,  and  build  up  thy  throne 
.to  all  generations. 

The  two  former  verses  set  forth  a  profession  of 
laitb  in  God's  mercy :  these  two  assign  the  ground  of 
sacb  faitb ;  namely^  the  covenant  which  God  is  here 
introdeced  as  declaring  that  he  had  made  with  David, 
and  which  he  did  make  with  him  by  tbe  prophet  Na- 
than :  2  Sara.  vii.  1^  &c.  Tbe  covenant  relates  to 
David's  "seed,"  and  to  the  "estaUisbment  of  his 
"  throne"  in  that  seed ;  literally,  in  Solomon  for  a 
time ;  spiritually,  in  Christ  for  ever :  "  When  thy 
"  days  shall  be  fulfilled,  and  thou  shalt  sleep  widi 
'*'  thy  fathers,  I  will  set  up  thy  seed  after  thee,  which 
"  shall  proceed  out  of  thy  bowels,  and  I  will  establish 
"  his  kingdom.  He  shall  build  an  house  for  my 
"  name,  and  I 'will  establish  the  throne  of  his  king-- 
"  dom  for  ever.  I  will  be  his  father,  and  be  shall  be 
"  my  son."  These  last  words  are  cited  by  tbe  apostle, 
Heb.  i.  5.  as  spoken  of  Christ,  to  evitice  bis  su- 
periority over  the  angels.  Yet,  that  the  whole  pEia-. 
sage  does,  in  the  letter,  relate  to  Solomon,  can  admit 
of  no  doubt,  he  being  the  "  seed"  and  immediate 
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successor  of  David,  and  the  person  appointed  to 
"  build  an  house  for  God's  name."  Here  then  we 
have  an  incontestable  proof,  that  the  covenant  with 
David  had  Messiah  for  its  object ;  that  Solomon  ' 
was  a  figure  of  him  ;  and  that  the  Scripture  hath 
sometimes  a  double  sense  *.  It  i?  moreover  to  be 
observed,  that  the  covenants  made  with  Abraham, 
David,  &c.  all  bad  their  original  and  foundation  in 
the  covenant  made  with  Messiah,  who  was  the 
true  Father  of  the  faithful,  the  Beloved  and  Chosen 
of  God ;  the  great  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King ; 
the  only  person  qualified  to  be  a  Sponsor,  and  to 
engage  in  a  covenant  with  the  Father  for  mankind. 
His  sufferings  were  the  price  of  our  redemption : 
and  because  he  suffered  in  the  fleeh,  as  "  the  Son  of 
"  David,"  therefore  ia  he  "  established  for  ever, 
"  and  his  throne  built  up  to  all  generations."  Re- 
markable are  the  words  of  the  angel  to  Mary :  "  The 
"  Lord  God  shall  give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his 
"  father  David ;  and  he  shall  reign  over  the  house  of 
"  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be 
"  no  end."     Luke  i.  32. 

6.  4nd  the  heavens  skaUpraise  thy  wonders,  O 
Lord  ;  thi/ faithfulness  also  in  the  congregation  of 
the  saints:  or,  Ihe  heavens  shall  praise  thy  toon- 
ders,  O  Lord;  and  the  saints  thy  faithfulness  m 
the  congregation. 

Did  not  "'  the  heavens  praise  the  wonders  of 
"  Jehovah,"  when  a  choir  of  angels  descended  from 
above,  to  sing  an  anthem,  at  the  birth  of  Christ? 

"  "  Disposui  testamentum  :'■  percuss!  fcedus  cum  electo  meo : 
id  eft,  Davide  et  Christo.     Bossoet. 
vol..  II,  I 
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And  how  must  the  celestial  courts  have  nmnaxniei 
with  the  halleltyabs  of  those  MeMed  spirit^  when 
they  again  received  their  King',  retamitag  in  triumph 
from  the  conquest  of  hie  enemies  ?  Nor  do  "  the 
"  saints"  omit  to  celebmte  Ood's  "  ftuthfulneas  in 
"  the  congr^;ation"  upon  earth,  while  "  with  angels 
"  and  arcbangelSj  and  all  the  company  of  heaven, 
**  th^  laud  and  magnify  his  glwioos  name,  evemore 
"  praising  him,  and  saying,  Holy,  hdy,  h(^y,  Lord 
"  God  of  hosts,  heaven  and  earth  are  foil  of  thy 
"  g^ry.     Glory  be  to  thee,  O  Lord  most  high." 

6.  fbr  who  in  the  heaven  emt  be  eontpared  tmte 
(he  Lord  ?  who  among  the  sons  of  the  nngh^  can 
be  Hkened  unto  the  Loiin  f  7.  God  is  greatly  to  he 
feared  m  the  assembly  of  the  saints  ;  tmd  to  be  had 
in  reverence  of  all  them  that  are  about  him.  8.  O 
Lord  God  of  hosts,  who  is  a  strong  Lord  Wee  wito 
thee  ?  or  to  thy  faithfulness  round  about  thee  f  or, 
and  thy  faithfulness  is  round  abotU  thee. 

These  verses  proclaim  that  ri^t  and  title  which 
.  Jehovah  hath  to-  the  praises  of  all  bis  creatures  in 
"  heaven  and  earth,"  No  one  of  them,  however 
excellent  and  glorioaa,  however  deified  and  adored  by 
fond  and  foolish  man,  can  enter  the  lists,  and  contest 
the  superiority  with  its  Maker.  High  over  all  is  the 
throne  of  God :  before  him  "  angels"  veil  their  iketm, 
"  saints'*  prostrate  themselves  with  lowert  rererenoe, 
and  created  nature  trembles  at  his  wprd :  his  "  power" 
is  almighty,  and  derived  from  none ;  and  vriih 
"  trath"  he  is  on  all  sides  invested  as  with  a  gwr- 
mcnt :  the  former  enables  him,  the  latter  (if  we  may 
so  express  it)  binds  him,  to  perform  tboae  gracious 
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IHMniBes,  which  mercy  prompted  bim  to  mahe,  con- 
ceniin^  ovr  eternal  redemption. 

9.  Thau  ndewt  the  raging  of  the  tea  :  toAm  ike 
vopea  thereof  arise,  than  atillest  them. 

The  extent  of  the  ocean,  the  motiitnde  of  it* 
waves,  and  their  fiiry  when  excited  hy  a  etonn,  rui- 
der  H,  in  that  state,  the  most  tremendous  ot^ect  in 
nature ;  nor  doth  any  thing',  which  man  behi^ds. 
give  htm  so  just  an  idea  of  human  impotence,  and 
of  that  ^Ttne  poww  which  can  excite  and  calm  ■» 
boisterotu  an  element  vl  pleasure.  God  himself 
tborefore  frequently  appeds  to  this  instance  of  bit 
omnipotence,  see  Job  xxxviiL  11.  Jer.  v.  2Z.  an 
attribute  of  which  our  Lord  showed  himself  to  have 
been  possessed,  when,  being  with  his  disciples  ia  the 
ship,  he  arose  and  re;baked  a  tempesbions  wind  and 
a  rugiog  sea,  and  Aiere  was  instantly  a  calm.  In 
all  oar  troaUet  and  temptations,  be  thou,  blessed 
Jent,  with  us,  and  then  they  shall  never  Anally 
overwhelm  us. 

10.  Jfuu  ha$t  broken  Rt^ab,  i.  e.  Egypt,  m 
pieeee,  as  ane  th<U  i»  $lain :  thou  ha»t  »catterei 
thine  enemies  with  thy  strtmg  arm. 

The  destruction  of  Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians  is 
here  menUcmed  as  another  instance  of  God's  mighty 
power.  And  it  is  probaUe,  that  the  fcwegoiag  verse 
was  intended  to  allude  more  particularly  to  that 
mirw^ous  exertion  of  God's  sovereignty  over  the 
vraters,  the  division  of  the  Red  Sea,  which  happened 
mt  tite  same  time ;  as  these  two  events  are  generally 
spoken  of  together.  Thus  Isaiah :  "  Art  thou  not  it 
"  that  bath  cutRahab,"  i.  e.  Egypt,  "and  wouuded 
I  S 
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"  the  dngOD/' i.  e.  Pharaoh  P  "  Art  thou  not  it  which 
"  hath  dried  the  sea,  the  waters  of  the  great  deep, 
"  that  hath  made  the  depths  of  the  sea  a  way  for  the 
.  **  ransomed  to  pass  over  ?"  11.  9.  The  same  power 
which  effected  all  this,  hath  since,  in  Christ  Jesus, 
overcome  the  world,  destroyed  the  works  of  the 
devil,  and  ransomed  mankind  from  the  depths  of  the 
grave. 

1 1.  The  heavens  are  thine,  the  earth  alao  is  thine  : 
as  for  the  world,  and  thejulness  thereof,  thou  hast 
founded  them.  12.  Ihe  north  and  the  south,  thou 
hast  created  them;  Ihbor  and  Herman  ahtdl  r^oice 
in  thy  name. 

The  "  heavens,"  and  all  the  glorious  bodies  there 
ranged  in  beautiful  order ;  the  "  earth,"  with  its 
rich  furniture,  and  the  unnumbered  tribes  of  its  in- 
habitants, through  its  whole  extent,  from  "  north  to 
"  south,"  and  from  east  to  west ;  all  these  are  so 
many  evidences  of  that  wisdom  and  power  which  at 
the  beginning  contrived  and  formed  them ;  all,  in 
their  respective  ways,  declare  the  glory,  and  speak 
the  praises  of  their  great  Gret^r;  but  chiefly  the 
holy  land,  and  the  fruitful  fiiUs  which' adorned  it. 
"  Tabor"  in  one  part,  and  "  Hermon"  in  another, 
formerly  seemed,  as  it  were,  to  "  rejoice"  and  ang, 
for  the  abundant  fevours  showered  down  upon  them 
by  the  God  of  Israel,  who  hath  since  caused  all 
nations  no  less  to  exult  and  triumph  in  bis  saving 

MAHE. 

13.  Tliouha&t  a  mighty  arm :  strong  is  thy  hand, 
and  high  is  thy  right  hand. 

The  Psalmist,  having  produced  and  fneditated  on 
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some  eminent  instances  of  divine  power,  draws  tins 
general  conclusion  from  the  premises.  Towards  the 
Christian  church  "  the  arm  of  Jehovah"  hath  been 
revealed  in  a  gtill  more  extraordinary  manner.  She 
reflecteth  on  the  wonders  wrought  by  Jesus ;  a  cod* 
quest  over  more  formidable  enemies  than  Pharaoh 
and  -his  Egyptians ;  a  redemption  from  more  cruel 
bondage ;  salvation  irom  sin  and  death ;  a  new  crea- 
tioDj  new  heavenSj  and  new  earth,  a  new  Jerusalem', 
and  a  spiritual  Sion.  With  additional  conviction  may 
she  therefore  exclfum,  "  Thou  hast  a  mighty  arm ; 
"  strong  is  thy  hand,  and  high  is  thy  right  band !" 

14:.  Justice  and  judgement  are  the  habitation, 
Heb.  the  establishment,  of  thy  throne :  mercy  and 
truth  shaU  go  before  thy  face. 

Although  the  power  of  God  be  infinite,  yet  is  it 
never  exerted,  but  under  the  direction  of  his  other 
attributes.  When  he  goeth,  as  a  jydge,  to  his  tri- 
bunal, "  mercy  and  truth  go  before  bis  face ;"  they 
are  represented  as  preceding  him,  to  give  notice  of 
his  advent,  and  to  prepare  his  way.  "  All  the  ways," 
or  dispensations  "  of  the  Lord."  as  it  is  elsewhere 
observed,  "  are  mercy  and  truth ;"  Ps.  xxv.  10,  they 
are  the  substance  of  all  bis  revelations,  which  either 
promise  salvation,  or  relate  the  performance  of  such 
promises.  By  these  is  man  warned  and  prepared  for 
"judgement ;"  which  is  to  be  the  last  and  finishing 
scene.  And  when  the  great  Judge  of  all  the  earth 
shall  from  his  throne  pronounce  the  irreversible  sen- 
tence, not  a  creature  then  present  shall  be  able  to 
accuse  that  sentence  of  injustice.  After  this  model 
should  tbe  thrones  of  princes,  and  the  tribunals  t^ 
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estthly  mc^strntes,  be  constituted  io  "jnrticeand 
"  judgement^"  adorned  with  **  mercy  and  trutb." 

15.  Blessed  is  the  people  that  knoa  thejo^rfiU 
aound  :  (Aej/  BkaUvmlk,  O  Lord,  tn  the  light  vfthy 
eouRttnanee. 

Next  to  the  praifles  of  Jehovah,  is  declared  tbt 
bappioess  of  tbcne  who  have  him  for  their  God ;  who 
"  know  the  jo3rfol  sbundj  or  sound  of  the  trompet," 
by  which  the  festiTals  of  the  Jewish  charch  were  pro- 
claimed, and  the  people  were  called  tof^ther  to  the 
offices  of  devotion ;  who  enjoy  the  "  light"  of  truth, 
and  through  grace  are  enabled  to  **  walk"  therein. 
These  blessings  are  now  become  our  own :  the  evan- 
gelical trumpet  hath  sounded  through  the  once  Heft- 
then  world ;  the  San  of  righteousness  hath  risen  lapon 
all  nations.  l<et  us  attend  to  the  "  joyfal  sound ;" 
let  us  "  walk"  in  the  glorious  '*  light.** 

16.  In  ih^  name  shall  they  r^oiee  all  the  day : 
and  in  thy  righteousness  shall  they  be  exalted. 
17.  For  thou  art  the  glory  of  their  strength :  and 
in  ^y  favour  our  horn  shall  be  exalted.  18.  JFbr 
the  Lord  is  our  defence,-  and  the  Holy  One  oflrrad 
is  our  King. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Christians,  as  it  was  tbot  of 
Israelites,  to  ascribe  all  their  strengtit,  their  success, 
and  their  glory,  whether  in  matters  tempond  or  spi- 
ntual,  to  Jehovah  alone.  Having  heard  the  aound, 
and  experienced  the  flluminating  and  reviving  in- 
fluences of  the  Gospel,  in  the  name  and  in  the  sd- 
vatioh  of  God  we  rejoice  all  the  day,  and  in  his  righ- 
teousness only  we  trust  to  be  exidted  to  heaven :  to 
btm  we  attribute  the  glory  of  tint  strength,  with 
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windi,  in  tiom  of  tconpt^bn,  we  may  ^ad  ounelvH 
happBy  endued ;  and  in  bw  favour,  or  grace,  our 
bom.  or  the  eiTorts  of  our  power,  shall  be  exalted, 
and  crowned  with  victory ;  our  defence  in  all  dan- 
gers IB  from  Jehovah,  who  waB  ever  the  shield  of  bi» 
ancient  people  ;  and  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  is  our 
Redeemer,  and  our  King. 

19.  7%eH  thou  ^akest  in  vUioti  to  iJ^  hoij/-  one, 
and  aaidst,  I  have  laid,  or,  placed,  help  upon,  .or,  w, ' 
one  that  is  mighty ;  I  have  exalted  one  choa^i  ojtt 
of  the  people. 

The  covenant  made  with  David  wai  mentioQed 
in  general  terms  above;  at  verseB  4,  5.  But  a  more 
particular  account  is  now  given  of  God's  dispensa- 
tuns  relative  to  the  son  of  Jesse,  and  his  poaterity. 
We  ane  presented  with  the  substance  of  ^  revda- 
tion  made  upon  thia  subject,  "  in  vision,"  to  one  of 
tivt  prophets,  prahaps  Samuel,  or  Nathan,  here  styled 
an  "  holy  one,"  or  religious  person,  one  favoured 
and  accepted  by  God,  who  is  introduced  as  maoi- 
fissting  to  this  \m  proj^et  the  divine  counsels  con* 
ceming  David :  "1  have  placed  help  upon,  aria 
"  one,  who  shall  become  an  embent  and  mighty  Sa- 
"  viour  of  Israel ;  firom  among  all  the  people  I  have 
"  choseo,  and  detemained  to  exalt  bim,  for  that  par- 
"  pose,  to  the  throne."  Thus  was  Messiah  Ibretold^ 
in  prophetical  viuons  and  revelations,  as  the  person 
detigsed  to  be  the  mighty  Redeemer  of  his  church ; 
thus,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  was  he  chosen  from 
anoDg  ^l  tlw  children  of  men,  and  exalted,  through 
snfferMi^,  to  an  eternal  throne. 

20.  /  haiK  found  David  my  Bertant;  mtk  v^ 
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holy  oil  have  I  anointed  fUm :  SI.  ffifA  whom  n^ 
hand  shall  be  established;  mine  arm  also  shall 
strengtkem  him. 

David  waa  the  servant  of  God ;  he  vras,  by  the 
prophet  Samuel,  anointed  with  oil ;  he  waa  etrength- 
ened  and  e^bliahed  in  his  kingdom,  by  the  hand 
and  arm  of  Jehovah.  But  never  let  Christians  fail, 
in  this  eminently  fi^rative  character,  to  contemplate 
th&t  true  DAVID  (for  so  he  is  called,  Ezek.  xxxiv. 
33.  xsxvii.  35.)  the  beloved  Son  of  God;  "  tbe 
"  servant  and  elect  of  Jehovah,  in  whom  his  soul 
"  delighted,  and  on  vrhom  he  put  his  Spirit ;"  Isa.  xlii. 
1.  whom  he  "  anointed  with  his  holy  oil,  with  the  oil 
"  ofgladness,  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  power;" 
Ps>  xlv.  7.  Acts  X.  38.  whom  he  strengthened,  and 
established  in  his  spiritual  kingdom,  with  his  hand 
and  arm,  and  the  might  of  his  omnipotence. 

23.  3%e  enem^  shall  not  exact  upon,  or^  deceive, 
kim:  nor  the  son  of  wickedness  afflict,  or,  subdue, 
him.  33.  And  J  will  beat  down  his  foes  before  his 
face,  and  plague  them  that  hate  him.  ^.  Sut  my 
faitkfulneas  and  my  mercy  shall  be  with  him :  and 
in  my  name  shall  his  horn  be  exalted. 

These  promises  were  folfilled  to  David,  when  God 
delivered  him  ont  of  the  hanchof  Saul,  and  of  all  his 
other  adversaries.  See3Sem.  xxii.  1.  And  in  what 
a  full,  perfect,  and  divine  sense,  were  they  verified 
to  Christ!  That  subtle  enemy,  "  which deceiveth  the 
"  whole  world,"  was  not  able  to  deceive  him;  neither 
the  eons  nor  the  father  of  wickedness  could  over* 
throw  and  subdue  him :  all  opposition  fell  before  him, 
and  they  wha  baled  him  suffered  unparalleled  deso- 
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Itttion ;  the  promised  ftiithfulness  and  mercy  of  Jeho<-. 
vah  vere  ever  with  him,  and  hia  kingdom  was  exalted 
with  glory  and  bonoar. 

S5.  /  toiU  set  Ais  haitd  alto  in  the  aea,  and  his^ 
right  hand  in  tke  rivere. 

The  dominions  of  David  and  his  son  Solomon  ex- 
tended from  the  Mediterranean  "sea"  to  the  "  ri- 
"  vers"  Eapbrates,  &t. :  the  empire  of  Christ  ia 
umversBl  over  Jews  and  Gentiles,  throughout  all  thct 
earth.     See  Ps.  Ixxii.  8,  &c. 

26.  He  shall  cry  unto  me,  Ihou  artthy  father,  my 
God,  and  the  rock  of  my  salvation.  27.  4f*o  Ivaitt 
make  ym  tayjhnt-bom,  higher  than  the  kinga- of 
the  earth. 

All  this,  if  in  some  respects  true  of  JE>avid,  is 
mhch  more  emphatically  so  of  our  I«rd  Jesus  Christ. 
"  Son  of  God"  is  one  of  his  distinguished  titles ;  of 
"  the  Father"  he  continually  spoke,  and  to  the  Fa- 
ther he  addressed  ttis  prayera  and  cries,  in  the  days 
of  his  flesh  ;  as  man  he  was  raised  and  exalted  by 
the  power  and  glory  of  th.e  Divinity ;  he  was  "  the ' 
"  first  bom  of  every  creature,  the  first  begotten  from 
"  the  dead,  and  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth." 
Col.  i.  15.  Rev.  i.  5.  Make  us,  blessed  Lord,  the 
sons  of  God,  and  teach  us  to  cry,  Abba,  Father  ; 
give  US  victory  and  dominion  over  sin.  and  death, 
that  we  may  live  and  reign  with  thee  for  ever. 

38.  My  mercy  tailt  I  keep  for,  or,  to,  him  for 
evermore,  and  my  covenant  shall  stand  fast  Kith 
him.  39.  Hits  seed  also  vM  I  make  to  endure /or 
ever,  and  his  throne  as  the  days  of  heaven. 

God  kept  his  mercy  and  covenant  with  David,  by 
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prewrrifig  the  line  of  his  posterity^  uatil  hi«  great  an- 
titype, Messiah,  ^e  cubject  of  all  the  promues,  cune, 
by  whom  the  kingdom  was  established  forever,  beioi; 
(^n|^  intoa spiritual  one,  which  is  to  be  tmosfarred 
from  earth  to  heaven,  and  rendered  coeval  with  thoie 
eternal  ownsioiis  of  the  blessed. 

30.  If  his  children  foraake  ny  law,  and  walk  not 
in  mxfjudgemtnU  ;  31.  If  tkof  break,  or,  pri^ane, 
WAf  sfaftites,  and  keep  not  my  commandmenU  ;  3SL 
Then  mil  I  visit  their  trtmsgreuion  wilk  Vie  rod, 
and  their  imquity  with  sfrtpe«.  33.  Neoerthdegs, 
im/  hving  kindness  vnU  /  surf  utterfy  take  Jrmn 
tUm,  nor  suffer  n^  fatkfulness  to  faiL  54.  J^fy 
covenant  will  I  not  "break,  nor  alter  the  thing  that 
it  gone  out  of  my  l^. 

The  posteritf  of  I^ivid  were  to  eojoy  God's  fii- 
vour,  or  be  deprived  of  it,  as  they  proved  obedient 
or  disobedieiit  to  bis  "  law ;"  as  tbey  executed  or 
perverted  its  civil  "  jodgeraents^"  as  they  observed 
or  neglected  its  ceremonial  "  statutes,"  or  rel^os 
iDstitutiooB ;  aa  they  kept  or  broke  its  "  comntand- 
"  mentfl,"  or  moral  precepts.  When  tbey  became 
rebellioiis,  idcdatrous,  and  profligate,  the  rod  was 
Kfted  up,  and  due  cba^isement  inflicted,  sometimes 
by  the  immednte  hand  of  Heaven,  sometimes  by  the 
instrnmMitality  of  their  heathen  adTersaries ;  foraine 
and  pestilence,  war  and  captivity,  were  at  different 
times  employed  to  reclaim  backslidiDg  Israel.  Bat 
stiU,  tbe  "  covenant"  o£  God  in  Christ  stood  sure ; 
the  Jewish  nation  was  preserved,  through  all  chasgee 
and  revolutions,  "  until  the  Seed  came  to  whom  the 
"  promise  was  made ;"  nor  vras  Jeraialen  destroyed, 
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bclbre  the  new  and  Bpiiitnal  kingdom  of  Mcanab 
«M  set  ap  in  the  earth.  Christian  communitieB,  and 
the  individualt  that  compMe  them,  are  in  like  nan- 
ner  corrected  and  punished  for  their  i^ences.  "  Ne- 
"  verthelena,  God's  loving  kindneBs  will  be  not  at- 
"  terly  take  from  us,  nor  suffer  liia  laithfolnns  to 
"  &U.  His  covenant  \riU  he  not  break,  nor  alter 
"  the  thing  that  is  gtme  out  <^  bis  iips."  So—"  I 
"  am  with  yon  always,"  says  the  Redeemer,  *'  even 
"  to  the  end  ct  the  world ;  and  the  gates  of  bdl  shall 
*'  not  prevail  against  my  church :"  Matt,  xzviit.  SO. 
xvi.  18.  Nor  shall  the  world  be  destroyed,  until 
Diiist  come  agam,  and  his  gfoiioas  kingdom  be  ready 
to  appear. 

35.  Once  have  I  smom  fn/  m^  h>line»8,  that  I 
will  not  lie  mUo  David.  36.  His  seed  shaU  eit- 
ditre  ftr  ever,  and  his  throne  as  the  sun  b^ere 
me.  37.  It  shall  be  e^abtiehed  for  eeer  ae  the 
moon,  and  as  a  faithful  aitness  tn  heaven. 

The  promise,  covenant,  and  oath  of  Grod,  which 
hedeclerethshidlnevertail^areliererepeated.  They 
relate  to  Christ,  that "  Seed,"  or  "  Son  of  Davkl/' 
who  "  endureth  for  ever."  His  throne  isresplendent 
as  the  "  sun,"  and  shall  continne,  aft^  that  lumi- 
nary is  extinguished :  his  church  is  permanent  as  tha 
"  moon,"  though,  IHie  her,  subject  to  vicissitudes, 
and  liable,  for  a  time,  to  be  obscured  by  eclipses, 
during  ber  present  state  upon  earth.  And  while  the 
rainbow  shall  be  seen  in  the  clouds,  man  has  "  a 
"  feithM  witness  in  heaven"  of  Ihe  immutable  truth 
(tf  Crod's  word,  and  the  infallible  accomplishment  of 
wfmt  be  promises.    "  Look  upon  the  lunbow, "  uith 
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the  wise  son  of  Sirach,  '*  and  praise  him  who  made 
'fit.:  very  beautiful  it  ia  in  tbe  bri^htneu  thereof: 
"  it  cofDpHsseth  the  heaven  about  with  a  glorious 
"  circle^  and  the  hands  of  the  most  High  have 
"bended  it :"  Ecclus.  xliii.  II.  But  let  us  not  for<- 
get  likewiae,  when  we  look  upon  the  rainbow^  to 

'  praise  him  who  made  it  to  be  a  sign  and  sacred  syoi' 
bol  of  mercy ;  in  which  capacity  we  behold  it,  to 
our  greatand  endless  comfort,  compassing  the  throne 
of  Christ  vfith  a  gracious,  as  well  as  glwious,  circle.' 
"  There  was  a  rainbow  round  about  th&  thrones" 
Rev.  iv.  3.  Ezek.  i.  28. 

38.  But  thou  hast  cast  off  and  abhorred,  thou  hast 
been  wroth  with  thine  anointed.  39.  Thou  hast  made 
void  the.eovenaht  of  thy  servant;  thou  hast  prof  awed 
hie^  crown,  by  cagliag  it  to  the  ground.         ■•  - 

In  the  former  part  of  our  Psalm,  we  have  seen 
what  thedivine  promises  were,  which  had  been  made 
to  the  house  of  David.  By  the  latter  part,  upon. 
which  we  are  entering,  it  appears,  that  th«  Psalm 
was  written  at  a  time,  when  the  church  of  Israel  was 
in  such  a  manner  oppressed  and  reduced  by  her 
enemies  that  her  members  began  almost  to  despair  of 
those  promises  receiving  their  accomplishment.  God 
seemed  to  have  "  cast  off"  and  "  abhorred"  his 
"  anointed"  and  "  servant,"  that  is,  David,  or  rather 
tbe  prince  of  his  family  who  was  upon  the  throne 
when  this  captivity  and  desolation  happened ;  the 

'*' covenant"  seemed  to  be  overturned  and  "made 
"  void,"  when  the  "  crown"  of  Israel  was  defiled  in 
the  dust. 
40.  'Jhou  hast  broken  doum  all  his  hedges,  thou 
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ka$t  brought  hds  $tTong  holda  to  ruin.  41 .  Ml  that 
pass  by  the  toqy  ^oU  him :  he  is  a  reproach  to  his 
neighbours.  43.  J%ou  hast  set  up  the  right  hand 
of  hie  adversaries:  thou  hast  made  aU  his  enenUes 
to  rg'oice.  4:3.  Ihou  hast  also  turned  the  edge  of 
his  $word,  and  hast  not  made  him  to  stand  in  the 
battle.  44.  Ihou  hast  made  hi^  glory  to  cease,  and 
east  his  throne  down  to  the  ground.  45.  Ihe  daya 
of  hia youth  hast  thou  shortened;  thou  hast  covered 
him  aith  shame. 

The  maoifoM  calamities  of  Sion  are  in  these  verses 
eaamerated, — the  demolition  of  fences  and  fortifica- 
tions ;  the  cruel  ravages  consequentthere  upon ;  the 
shatne  of  defeats  ;  the  reproaches  and  insults  of  vic- 
torious advecsaries ;  the  dishonours  of  violent  and 
untimely  death.  In  days  like  these  here  described, 
when  the  church  and  the  king  are  permitted  to  fiill 
into  the  bands  of  those  vrho  hate  them,  and  to  drink 
thos  deeply  of  the  cup  of  affliction,  dtatrust  and  de^ 
spondency  are  apt  to  seize  upon  the  minds  of  men. 
May,  when  the  faithful  few  beheld  the  bnie  "  Son  of 
'"  David,"  and  "  Anointed"  of  Jehovah,  in  the  day 
of  his  sufferings ;  when  they  saw  him,  without  help 
Or  defence,  "  spoiled  and  reproached  by  his  neigh- 
"  hours :"  when  they  viewed  "  the  right  hand  of  bis 
"  adversaries  set  up,"  and  all  his  "  enemies  rejoicing" 
over  him ;  bis  "  glory  made  to  cease,"  and  his  ' 
"  crown  protaoed  in  the  dust ;  the  days  of  his  youth 
'*  shortened," '  and  himself  delivered  over  to  a 
"  shameful"  as  well  as  painful  death ;  they  then  be- 
gan to  think  "  the  covenant  made  void,"  and  the 
promises  at  an  end.      "  We  trusted,"  said  they. 
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**  tint  it  had  been  fae  who  ihoald  have  Mde^ncd 
"  Isnel  1"  Luke  xztv,  21.  Ancl  altboagfa  Cfarirt  be 
hmg  UDce  riMn  froni  the  dead,  and  asceiuted  into 
heaven,  yet  the  prevalence  of  iniquity,  and  the  op* 
INreNion  of  the  church,  have  been,  and  in  the  last 
days  will  be  sncb,  as  to  put  the  &ith  and  hope  ci  bis 
•mrants  to  a  sore  tiitl,  while  they  wait  for  his  second, 
as  tbe  ancient  Jews  did  foe  his  first  advent 

46.  How  long,  LoKD  i  Wilt  thou  hide  thytdffar 
ever  f  shall  thy  wrath  bum  like  fire  f  47.  Remem- 
ber how  akart  my  time  is :  mherefore  hast  thou  made 
all  men  in  vain  ?  Or,  as  Ainsworth  translates  the 
verse,  i2einem&er  horn  transitory  I  am,  unto  what 
vanity  thou  hast  created  all  the  sons  of  Jdam. 
48.  What  man  is  he  that  Uveth,  and  .shall  not  see 
death  f  shaU  he  deUver  his  soul,  or,  animal  J¥ame^ 
from  the  hand  of  the  grave  f  49.  Lord,  tsAere  are 
t^  former  hv^  Idndnesaes,  which  thou  saxtresi 
unto  David  in  thy  truth. 

This  is  the  humble  and  dutiful  expostulation  oi 
the  church  with  God  in  sii  her  distresses  upon  the 
euth.  By  asking.  "  How  long,  Lobo  ?  wilt  thoa 
"  be  angry  for  ever  f"  she  tacitly  pleadetb  his  pro- 
mise not  to  be  80 :  she  urgeth  the  shortness  of  man's 
life  here  below,  tbe  nniversality  of  tbe  fatal  sentence, 
the  impossibility  of  avoiding  death,  and,  if  nothing 
fiirther  was  to  happen,  tbe  frustration  of  the  divine 
counsels  concerning  man.  From  thencesheentreateth 
God  to  remember  tbe  "  loving  kindnesaes"  once 
promised  by  him  with  an  oath  to  David,  as  related 
in  the  former  part  of  the  Psalm.  These  "  loving 
"  kindnesses"  are  called,  in  Isaiah  Iv.  3.  "  tbesure 
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"  mereiea  of  David ;"  which  "  care  mercies  of  Dk- 
**  vid"  tre  tSrmed  by  St.  Pttol,  AcU  xiii.  3*.  to 
hare  been  Uieo  confirmed  on  Israel,  when,  in  the 
person  of  JeniB,  God  raised  oar  natare  from  the 
gnve.  To  a  resurrection,  therefore,  believers  have 
ever  asjured;  thither  have  they  directed  their  vrisheB, 
•nd  on  that  event  have  they  fixed  their  hopes,  as  ^e 
cod  of  temporal  sorrows,  and  the  beg^nnia^  of  eter- 
nal joy*. 

50.  Remeft^er,  Lord,  the  reproach  of  tky  serv- 
atUsi  how  /  do  bear  in  my  bosom  the  reproach  of 
all  the  mighty  peopU;  51.  Wherewith  thine  enemiet 
have  reproached,  O  Lord  ;  wherewith  thty  have 
reproached  thefootateps  of  thine  anointed. 

The  last  argument  urged  by  the  church,  in  her 
expostulation  with  Qod  for  a  speedy  redemption, 
i^  the  oontinual  reproach  to  which  she  was  subject, 
on  af^count  of  the  promise  being  delayed.  The 
"  mighty  people,"  or  Heathen  nations,  who  held  h^ 
in  captivity,  and  were  witnesses  of  her  wretched  and 
fi»Iorn  estate,  ridiculed  her  pretensions  to  perpetuity 
of  empire  in  the  house  of  David ;  they  blasphemed 
the  CrOd,  who  was  said  to  have  made  such  promises ; 
and  "  reproached  the  footsteps,"  or  mocked  at  the 
tardy  advent  of  his  Messiah*,  who  was  to  es^blish 
in  Israel  his  everlasting  throne.  All  these  cruel  taunts 
and  insults  she  was  obliged  to  *'  bear  in  her  bosom," 

*  "  ExprobrBTcnutt  vestigis  Christi  tui :"  tarditatem  veslagio- 
nua  Cliruti  tiii>  CbaU.^-Irrtdebant  noi  quAd  non  advemret 
«xpectatus  tile  Libeiator,  sive  Cyrus,  sive  potius  Christas  de 
leiniiie  Davidis,  regno  ejut  instaiuando,  et  in  Ktemum  finnando. 
■oasDBT. 
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and  there  to  suppress  them  ia  silence,  hayiDg  nothing; 
to  answer  in  the  day  of  her  calaoiity  and  seemini^ 
destitution.  St  Peter  gives  us  a  like  account  of  the 
state  of  the  Christian  church  in  the  latter  days ;  he 
exhorts  us  to  be  "  mindful  of  the  words  which  were 
"  spoken  before  by  the  boly  prophets,  and  of  the 
"  comtnandmeDls  of  the  aposUes  of  the  Lord  and 
"  Saviour,  because  there  shall  come  in  the  last  days 
"  scoifers,  walking  after  their  own  lusts,  and  say- 
"  ing.  Where  is  the  promise  of  bis  coming  ?"  2  Pet. 
iiL  4. 

5>%  Blessed  be  the  Lord  /or  eoermore.  Amen 
and  Amen. 

But  whatever  be  at  any  time  our  distress,  either 
as  a  community  or  as  individuals,  still  are  we  to 
believe,  still  to  hope,  still  to  bless  and  praise  Jehovah, 
whose  word  is  true,  whose  works  ere  faithful,  whose 
chastisements  are  mercies,  and  all  whose  promises 
are,  in  Christ  Jesus,  yea,  and  amen,  for  evermore. 


EIGHTCENTH  DAY— MORNING  PRAYER. 
PSALM    XC. 

ABGDHENT. 

This  Psalm  is  called,  in  its  title,  "  A  prayer  of 
"Moses,  the  man  of  God."  By  him  it  is  ima- 
gined to  have  been  composed  when  God  shortened 
the  days  of  the  murmuring  Israelites  in  the  wilder- 
ness.    See  Numb.  xiv.     It  is,  however,  a  Psalm 
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of  general  use,  and  is  made,  by  the  chnrcli,  a  part 
of  her  funeral  service.  It  containeth,  1,  2.  an 
address  to  the  eternal  and  unchangeable  God,  the 
Saviour  and  Preserver  of  his  people ;  3 — 10.  a 
most  affecting  description  of  man's  mortal  and 
transitory  state  on  earth  since  the  fall;  II.  a 
complaint,  that  few  meditate  in  sacb  a  manner 
upon  death,  as  to  prepare  themselves  for  it ;  12. 
a  prayer  for  grace  so  to  do;  .13 — 17.  and  for  the 
mercies  of  redemption. 

I.  Lord,  thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in 
all  generations.  3.  Before  the  mountains  were 
brought  forth,  or  ever  thou  hadst  formed  the  earth 
and  the  world,  even  from  everlasting  to  everlast- 
ing thou  art  God. 

The  Psalmist,  about  to  describe  man's  fleeting  and 
transitory  state,  first  directs  us  to  contemplate  the 
unchangeable  nature  and  attributes  of  God,  who 
hath  always  been  a  "  dwelling  place,"  or  place  of 
defence  and  refuge,  affording  protection  and  com- 
fort to  his  people  in  the  world,  as  he  promised  to  be 
before  ^e  world  began,  and  will,  in  a  more  glorioas 
manner,  continue  to  be  after  its  dissolution.  See, 
for  a  parallel,  Ps.  cii.  S5,  &c.  with  St.  Paul's  appli- 
cation, Heb.  i.  10. 

3.  Thou  tuimest  man  to  destruction  ;  and  saytst,   ' 
Return,  ^e  children  of  men. 

De^th  was  the  penalty  inflicted  on  man  for  sin. 
The  latter  part  of  the  verse  alludes  to  th6  fatal  sen- 
tence, Gten.  tii.  19.     ^  Dust  thou  art,  and  onto  dust 
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**  ih^  thou  Ktutn."  HowBpt«rew«l«fia^Btb»Ui 

4-  i^  0  tkpusand  yetira  in  thy  sight  are  bat  <u 
jfCBterdt^  when  it  is  past,  and  u  a  viateh  in  the 
night. 

The  connexion  between-the  verae  preceding  and 
Ac  veree  now  before  ub,-  Beemt  to  be  Ais.  Clod  aeo- 
tonocd  man  to  death,  ll  ii  true,  Cke  caDBcution  of 
At  qentcBce  wst  at  irat  deferradj  and  ^  tens  of 
luinwi  lif£  fqffered  to  extend  to  uwr  a  thousand 
years.  B^t  what  was  even  tbat,  wbat  ie  any  period 
of  time,  or  time  itself,  if  compared  with  the  duration 
nf  tb«  Et«n«l  ?  AH  time  is  equal,  when  it  ia  past ;  a 
Ifaooaaod  years,  wben  gone, ,  are  fot^^ten  a$  yertsr- 
4ay ;  and  tbe  Img;^^  ''^^^  <^  '"^"^i  to  a  person  who 
lo^s  faack  up«n  it,  may  ap|>ear  only  «•  three  boon, 
or  one  quarter  of  the  night. 

b-  JiiOU  earnest  them  tftpoy  at  nttit  afiaod;  they 
«neas  «  «£e^  ;  in  the  morning  they  are  like  grau 
which  grometh  v^;  or,  as  ffrau  that  changeth.  6. 
in  tia  morning  itfiouriahetk  and  greweth  ifp  /  W 
thf  fVMiing  iti$cut  4owu,  und  vitheretk. 

Th«  riiortneas  cU"  life,  and  the  aaddeDiuaa  of  (hv 
4«jpaTture  hence^  am  illuctrated  by  thjree  simiUtudes. 
T^  fint  in  tiwt  of «"  flood,"  or  torrent  pouring  ua- 
ctii^tediy  pn4  impetuously  from  the  mountains  and 
sweeping  all  before  it  in  an  instant.  T^  second  ia 
tbftt  of  *'  cleep^"  fron  which  when  »  nan  awaketh 
he  thinketh  the  time  ptMsed  in  it  to  have  been  n*- 
UliDg.  In  the  third  wnilitNde,  num  ie  compared  to 
libe  "^cxw"  of  Ifae  field.  Jn  the  moroing  «f  youth 
4Mr  wd  be&utiCiU,  he  groweth  up  and  floQrisb«(b  ,* 
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m  tbt  wefun;  of  (M  tkgeiivBd  bow  ofttu  bofart  that 
cvwIvsOtnucvt^ftmbythritraltfofdaMtti;  alt 
his  juioti^  to  the  drciibtl^  at  which  be  atwi  in* 
debted  Ua  life,  beftlth,  «iul  strBOf^h,  am  iritd  up; 
bewitbenth,  and  tifoaUi  again  to  hi«  cartfa.  '^fiiurety 
"  all  flash  it  grtM,  and  all  the  goodliiieH  tbcreaf  ia 
"  as  the  iower  of  the  field !"  Isa.  xl.  6.  Qf  tbi* 
tmth,  iht  w«rd  o£  Qod,  the  voice  of  pateM,  aod 
dailj  exptrianc*,  join  lo  aanire  oa :  yd.  wba  av4cr 
eth  bia  life  aod  eonvenatHin  as  if  he  bebered  it  ? 

7.  Pbr  toe  ure  oonntmed  by  thiuB  trngtr^  andhy 
<ftjr  mraiA  awe  vx  troubled,  9.  Htu  ioMt  s^  «Mr 
imifmiUa  bt^ore  thee  ;  aw  yaeraf  Bipa  n  Ihe  tight 
rftl^  eoimtenanoB. 

The  generationa  of  men  are  tronblcd  ami.  con- 
asRiad  by  divers  diwatea,  and  saadry  kiuda  of  death. 
Ifaroogh  the  dispUaswre  of  God ;  his  diapleamre  k 
Moanoaed  by  their  sins,  all  of  which  he  seetii  and 
paniabeth.  If  Moiat  wrote  tfaia  Psakn,  the  prov*- 
catifuu  md  chaatisements  of  Israd  are  bete  alluded 
to.  Bat  the  case  of  the  Israelites  in  Ibe  wildaracM, 
ia^KCttse  of  Cfari^iaBs  ia  tfacnroiid;  aad  tba  same 
tfaiiig  is  true  botb  ia  them  ajjd  in  us. 

9.  Sbr  aU  our  dayi  are  paaaod  MKty  im  iky 
mrpBth;  toe  spend  turyeara  a*  a  teje  that  is  te^. 

Life  is  coonpared  to  a  "  tale"  that  is  toU  and 
fergotten  ;  to  a  ^  word"  wbieh  is  but  air,  or  bnadi, 
and  vanishetb  inttt  notbtag,  as  sooa  as  spobaa  ;  mx 
ycrbapa.  aa  the  OTigioitl  generdiy  sigaifies^  lo  ^ti 
f  med^tioa,  a  tfaoa^/'  which  a  f^  a.  oatare  stfl 
BiMv  flecfeinif  and  loansieKt. 

10.  ^Ikie  day*  •/ ^ftr  ymre  pK  Ar^gaeore  yutt 
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and  ten,  and  if  by  rea»on  of  strength,  they  bej^r- 
$core  years,  yet  u  their  ttrength  labour  and  sor- 
row .-  /or  it  ia  goon  cut  off,  and  wefy  aieay. 

This  again  mi^ht  be  primarily  spoken  by  Moses;, 
Goncerniag  Israel.  The  generation  of  those  who 
came  out  of  Egypt,  from  twenty  years  old  and  up- 
wards, fell  wiUiin  the  space  of  forty  years,  in  the 
wilderness ;  Numb.  xiv.  29. ;  and  they  who  lived 
longest  ezperieaced  only  labour  and  sonow,  until 
they  were  cut  off,  like  grass,  and,  by  the  breath  of 
God's  ditpleasnr^  blown  away  from  the  face  of  the 
earUi.  Like  the  Israelites,  we  have  been  brought 
out  of  Egypt,  and  sqoum  in  the  wilderness ;  like 
them  we  mnrmur,  and  offend  Grod  our  Saviour ;  like 
them  we  fall  and  perish.  To  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  few  of  us  can  hope  to  attain  ;  labour  and  sot- 
tow  are  our  portion  in  the  worid;  we  are  mowed 
down,  as  this  year's  ^ass  of  the  field ;  we  fly  away, 
and  are  no  more  seen  in  the  land  of  the  living.     . 

11.  Whoknoweth  the  power  of  thine  eaigerf 
JSven  according-  to  thy  fear,  so  is  thy  wraik. 

Houbigant  renders  tiie  verse  thus  :  "  Quia  oovit 
"  vim  irs  tus ;  et,  prout  terribilis  es^  furorem 
"  tauro  ?" — "  Who  knoweth"  or  considereth.  "  the 
"  power  of  thine  anger ;  and  thy  wrath,  in  propor- 
"  tion  as  thou  art  terrible  ?"  that  is,  in  other  words, 
Notwithstanding  all  the  manifestations  of  God's  in- 
dignation against  sin,  which  introduced  dea^  and 
every  other  calamity  amoiig  men,  who  is  there  that 

'  knoweth,  who  that  duly  osnsidereth  and  layeth  to 
heart  the  almighty  power  of  that  indignaUon ;  who 

v-tltat  is  induced,  Jiy  behflldiog  the  mortality  of  his 
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nraghbours,  lo  prepare  himself  for  his.own  dqur-f 
tnre  hence  ^  Such  h(dy  coneideration  is  the^ft  of 
Crod,  from  whom  the  Psalmist,  in  the  next  verse, 
directeth  os  to  request  it. 

\%.  So  teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  we 
may  apply  our  kearta  unto  tviidom. 
■  •  He  who  "  nambereth  his  days,"  or  taketh  a  right 
accoant  of  the  shortness  of  this  presmt  life,  com-' 
pared  wHh  the  unnumbered  ages  of  tliat  eternity 
^ich  is  future^  will  soon  become  a  proficient  in  the 
school  of.-trne  wisdom.  He  will  learn  to  give  the 
preference  where  it  is  due ;  to  do.  good,  and  suffer 
enl,  upon  earthy  expecting  the  reward  of  both  in 
heaven.  :  Make  us  wise,  blessed  Lord,  but  wise  unto 
sdvation.    ^ 

JS.  Eeturtiy  O  Lord,  hore  long? , and  let  U  re- 
pent ithee  concerning,  or,  be  propitiated  towards, 
thy  servants. 

During  the  reign  of  death  over  poor  mankind, 
Ood  is  represented  as  absent ;  he  is  therefore  by  the 
fiulhfiil  entreated  to  "  retorn,"  &nd  to  satisfy  their 
hmging' desires  after  salvation;  to  hasten  the  cby 
when  Messiah  should  make  a  "  propitiation"  for  sin', 
when  he  should  redeem  his  servants  from  death,  and 
ransom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave.  The 
CSuistian,  who  knoweth  that  his  Lord  is  risen  indeed, 
look«  forward  to  the  resurrection  of  the  jast^  when 
deadi  sbell-.be  finaUy  swallowed  up  \\\  victory. 

'14.  Osatisjy  us.early^  or,  in  the  morning,  leileA 
tky  mercy  ;  tkattoe  may  rejoice  and  be  glad  alt  our 
dt^s,     15,  Make  w  glad  according  to  the  days 
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wiwTOin  tkou  haH  njflwted  USy  and  the  yean  wtttrcm 
me  fuate  aeen  eoU. 

The  church  prayeth  fin-  the  dawning  of  tbtt  glA- 
rious  morning,  when  every  cloiid  sball  Taaiih  at  the 
tmng  of  the  Snn  of  rigbteonenees,  and  nS^ht  and 
darkness  shall  b«  no  more.  Then  only  shti^t  we  be 
"  satined,  or  saturated,  with  the  mercy"  of  Jehotah ; 
then  only  bball  ve  '*  rgoke  and  be  glad  «U  our 
*'  da^."  The  time  of 'Our  fM%rirnage  npoM  earth  m 
ft  time  of  sorrow ;  wt  grieve  for  oar  departed  fneada 
and  our  sarvinng  tHendt  nunt  aami  griere  Ibr  as  ; 
Ihfeee  are  *'  the  days  wherein  God  ^ictetii  as,  tb«* 
"  the  years  wherein  We  see  evil :"  bat  be  will  h«re» 
after  "  make  im  gtad  according  lo  them  ;"  m  ^mt^ 
portion  to  onr  sofferings,  if  rightly  we  benrthMe 
sBfTeringR,  will  be  obr  reward ;  b&y,  "  these  light 
"  afBictions,  which  are  but  for  a  momeRtj  worb  intf 
"  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  etemU  weight  ^tif 
<^  ^lofy."  Then  shcdl  onr  joy  be  hicreawd, '  bnd 
l^dVe  Wi  ttdditiotiat  relish  fk-om  the  remembrantt 
%f  our  forffier  sorrow;  then  ihti\  wfe  Uesi  tbe.dii5% 
litHl  tfHe  ^rs  which  ««et«iwd  «iir  ftith,  and  per- 
fletAed  -our  patience ;  knd  tii«n  Hbafl  we  Weas  God, 
wbt)  clHistised  «s  fotr  a  veaflon,  tint  he  Might  «ave '«» 
fer  ever. 

16.  Let  th^  tDoric  appear  wrA»  iky  wrvatOt^  anH 
thy  glory  Unlo  their  tfvMren.  17.\Md  4et  «&k 
beauty  off ke  Lord  ^ut-KSod  be  i^nu»;  mtd'estok 
hliah  tkon  the  Toork  of  our  kands  vpon  wa,  ^reA,'  the 
toiirk  0/  our  kandit  eatHttisk  *hoa  *t. 

Thfe  feafemfffii»1i  V(  nW(i  4s  that  "  wo^'  of  Ood 


^cbv  Google 


•«r  18.  H.  p.]         Olt  tH£  rSALMS.  Ufl 

wherry  kls  "  giarf'  is  onaifeited  tv  all  gnMi' 
tioni^  and  whicb  M  generatioM  do  tberefoM  twig  la 
behold  accon^thed.  For  tbi*  purpose  tbe  fiulbM 
boKBcti  Qod  tokt  his  "  beauly,"  tn»  splendonr,  Ihe 
li^taf  hb  coDDtcoance,  faingiwee&d  fevMFj  W 
opon  UMfli :  to  "  establied  dK  werk  <tf  tbsir  haiMb^" 
(o  bleu,  pro^r,  and  perfect  them  in*  tbcif  Cbnataui 
ctuuw)  and  warfare  ;  antit,  tbrcnigh  kim.  Amy  shalt 
be  enabled  ta  aubdnc  sin,  and  triaaipb  ovei-  deadi. 


PSALM    XCi. 


Tbe  Prophet,  1-^10.  deckreth  the  security  of  the 
righteous  man  under  the  care  and  ^rotectioi^  of 
HeavenjioUraes  of  danger,  when,  II,  1%  aguard 
of  aagds  IB  set  about  hmi.  13.  His  Anal  vkitorjr 
OM*  the  eneraie»  of  hw  salfaiddB  ist  feret^ ;  and 
14 — 16.  God  himself  is  introduced,  ptwftiSii^  bini 
deTcTerftnce,  exaltation,  gIoi7>  ^^^  rm  mortality. 
This  Psalm  is  addressed,  primarily,  to  Messiah. 
That  it  related  to  him.  Jews  and  Christians  are 
agreed ;  and  the  devil.  Malt  iv.  6.  cited  two 
vuwca  from  it,  aa  univenally  k«owti  and  flowed 
tahave  btSea  apobcB  of  bwn. 

I.  He  that  dxoeUeih  in  the  secret  place. t^  Vie 
Most  High,  shall  abide  under  the  sha^m  o^ihi  Air 
Mtg&^jr.  %  I  wU  say  qftb^.  l^d,  He )«  ^  r^vge 
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and  myforireiB :  my  God  ;  m  km  voiU  I  truat,  3. 
Surely  he  shall  deliver  thee  from  the  anare  of  the 
fowler,  aaijrom  the  nouoflta  pestilence. 

In  these  verses,  as  tbey  now  stand,  there  is  mnch 
obscurity  and  confiuion.  Bishop  Lowtb,  in  his 
xxTith  Lecture,  seemeth  to  have  given  Uieir  true 
construction :  "  He  who  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place 
"  of  the  Most  High ;  who  abideth  under  the  shadow 
"  of  the  Almighty ;  who  saith  of  the  Lord,  He  is  my 
"  refuge  and  my  fortress,  my  God,  in  whom  I  will 
"  trust ;"— leaving  the  sentence  thus  imperfect,  the 
Psalmist  maketh  a  beautiful  apostrophe  to  that  per- 
son whom  he  has  been  describing — "  Surely  he  shall 
"  deliver  thee  from  the  snare  of  the  fowler,  and 
"  from  the  noisome  pestilence."  The  description  is 
eminently  applicable  to  the  man  Christ  Jesus  *.  He 
is  represented  as  dwelling,  like  the  ark  in  the  Holy 
of  holies,  under  the  immediate  "shadow"  and  pro- 
tection of  the  Almighty,  who  was  his  "  refuge  and 
"  fortress"  against  the  open  attacks  of  his  enemies ; 
bis  preserver  from  the  "  snares"  of  the  devil,  and 
from  the  oniversal  contagion  of  sin,  that  spiritual 
"pestilence."  In  all  dangers,  whether  spiritual  or 
coqKtreal,  the  members  of  Christ's  mystical  body 
may  reflect  with  comfort,  that  they  are  Under  the 
same  Almighty  pi^tector. 

4.  He  shall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers,  and  un- 
der his  wings  shall  thou  trust ;  Ais  truth  shall  be 
thy  shield  and  buckler. 

.  *  ,Ode  Davidica  iaaignis  xci.  agit  dircct«  et  primo  loco  de 
tegmin^  et  defensione  quam  Deua  Chtisto  Jesu  Doctor!  et  apos- 
tolis'>i)>siu8  pnestaret,   Vitrikga,  Comment,  in  iemi.  ».bSb. 


^cbv  Google 


Bi.T  le.  M.  ^.]         ON  THE  PSALIUa,  IST 

The  security  afforded  by  dsupetinteadtiig Provi- 
dence, to  those  who  trust  therein,  is  here,  with  the 
utmost  beauty  and  etegaoce,  coispared  to  that  sbd- 
ter,  which  the  youog  of  tHrds  are  always  sure  to  find 
under  the  "  wings"  of  their  dam,  when  fear  cauaeth 
them  to  fly  thither  for  refiige:  see  Dent  xxxii.  11; 
Matt  xxiii.  37.  The  "  truth"  of  God'a  woidk 
wherein  be  promiBeth  to  be  our  defence,  is,  to  a  be- 
liever, his  "  shield  and  buckle,"  in  the  day  of  battle 
and  war, 

5.  Thou  ahaU  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by 
n^ht;  nor  for  the  arrow  Htmi  fiieth  by  day:  €; 
Nor  for  tkepeatUence  that  walketh  in  darkness :  nor 
for  the  deHruction  that  wasteth  at  ttooti-day. 

How  macb  man  standeth  in  need  .of  the  above- 
mentioaed  protection  of  Heaven,  appeareth  from  k 
survey  of  the  dangers,  to  which  he  is  continually 
exposed.  Various  are  the  terrors  of  the  night; 
maaifold  ihe  perils  of  the  day  !  from  diseases  whose 
infection  maketh  its  progress  unobserved ;  from  as- 
saults, casualties,  and  accidents,  which  can  neither 
be  foreseen,  nor  guarded  against.  Thesoiil  hath 
likewise  her  enemies,  ready  to  attack  and  surprise 
her  at  all  hours.  Avarice  and  ambition  are  abroad 
watdiing  for  her  in  the  day  ;  while  concupiscence, 
like  a  pestilence,  "  walketh  in  darkness."  In  adver- 
sity she  is  disturbed  by  terrors ;  in  prosperity,  still 
more  endangered  by  pleasures.  ButJesusChristbas 
overcome  the  world,  to  prevent  us  from  being  over- 
come by  it' 

7.  A  thousand  shall  fall  at  thy  aide,  and  ten  thou- 
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tamdut  thy  right  lurnd:  bat  tJt  thalt  not  tomn  nigh 
tkee. 

Tbit  promiM  ha»  oAentimeSj  in  b  wosdnful  iMtt- 
ner,  been  vertfied  to  those  faithfal  aenrBtils  of  God, 
«4iom  the  peatilence  itself  hatb  not  deterred  from 
doin^  tke  daties  of  tfaeir  station.  The  bUhop  and 
ntne  of  the  intendanta  of  Marseilles,  who  continoed 
to  perform  tbeir  respectire  offices,  during;  the  whole 
liRie  of  the  [^^e  there  in  1730,  are  signal  and 
well-known -instances.  Sin  is  a  pestilence,  tke  con* 
tegion  of  which  no  son  of  Adun  e*er  evcaped  but 
tbe  blessed  Jeaoa.  He  stood  ^ane  untoached  hf 
its  venom ;  tfaossands  and  ten  tiioanndty  aH  the  my- 
riads of  mankind,  fell  around  hioi ;  "  but  it  did  not 
"  come  nigh  Him,"  Heal  us  of  this  our  distemper, 
O  Ihou  Physician  of  souls^  and  let  it  not  prove  our 
rreriasting  destruction  ;  "  stand,"  like  thy  represen- 
tative of  old,  "  between  the  dead  and  the  living,  and 
"  kt  tlw  pli^e  be  stayed :"  Numb.  xvi.  47,  ^ 

8.  Only  tBith  thine  ^e»  thait  thou  behold  and  Me 
the  reward  of  the  wicked. 

The  meaning  is,  that  the  righteous  peraoa  tSi 
along  apokeno^  himself  secure  from  thejudgenents 
vS  God,  should  in  safety  behold  the  destruction 
.wrought  by  tfaem  upon  impenitent  and  incanT|fifate 
flinners.  TIhs  will  be  the  case  with  the  chnrefa,  as 
wdt  as  b«r  gkirions  head,  at  tbe  last  day. 

9.  Betmvae  tktu  hatt  made  the  Lord,  which  is 
ntyn^iige,  tyen  tke  Moat  High,  tky  haiitatiem  ; 

'  10.  There  shall  no  evU  befal  thee,  neUhe*  shall  an^ 
piague  come  mgh  thy  djeeUmg. 
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The  «entin}«tt  in  thme  Tenes  n  evidently  the  same 
irithtliM  iAVen««  5,6.nam«ly,  tiifttOodprmerreth 
stfofa  M  trust  in  him,  after  the  pattern  of  the  holy 
Jmus,  from  those  evils^  and  from  that  perdition, 
ivtiich  are  mepved  for  the  ungodly.  Dr.  Darcll 
tnmrfates  the  9th  verse^  in  the  way  of  apostrophe 
Hterally  thus — "  Surely,  thou,  O  Lord,  art  my  re- 
"  fuge ;  O  Most  High,  thoo  bast  fixed  thine  babi- 
"  tation  ;"  t.  e.  in  $ion,  to  be  the  protector  of  faia 
Krvant. 

11. 2%r  he  thaU  gtee  kia  angeU  charge  4verthee; 
to  keep  tkee  in  all  thy  ways.  IS.  2>i«y  skiUl  bear 
thee  up  in  their  hands,  test  tAou  da*A  tkaf  Jhot 
agamsl  a  sUme. 

This  pass(ig<6  wa»  cited  by  the  devil,  who  tempted 
our  Lord  to  cast  himself  from  a  pinnacle  of  the  tem- 
ple, flpon  presumption  of  the  promise  here  made; 
that  angels  should  guard  and  isuppoii  him  in  alldan- 
gen.  But  Christ,  in  his  answer,  at  oneeidetectetfa 
and  exposeth  the  sophistry  of  the  grand  defteirer, 
by  showing,  that  the  promise  belonged  oaly  to.those 
who  fell  unavoidably  into  danger,  iii  the  cboraeof 
doty  ;  snch  m^;ht  hope  tbr  the  h^  and  prbteetion 
ofHefttfen;  bat  thftt  he  who  should  wttnlimly  «9<l 
absurdly  %tow  himself  into  peril,  merely  to  try  whe*- 
tber  P/ovtdence  would  bnng  him  out  of  it,  mutt  ex- 
pect to  perish  for  his  pams.  "  Jesns  saith  unto  him, 
"  It  is  written  again,  Thou  shalt  not  tbupt  the 
*  Lord  thyGod."    Matt  ir.  7. 

13.  Ihdtt  shalt  tread  upon  the  Hon  tmd  adder  ; 
the  young  Hon  and  the  dragon  »kaU  thou  trample 
wtider  thy  feet. 
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The  fury  and  the  venom  of  oar  spiritual  enemies 
are  often  in  Scripture  portrayed  by  the  nirtural  qua- 
Kticfl  of  "  tioDs  and  serpents."  Messiah's  complete 
viotoiy  over  those  eneioios  seemeth  here  to  be  pre- 
dicted. Through  gTw;e  he  maketh  us  more  than 
conquerors  in  our  conflicts  with  the  same  adversahes.- 
•■  The  God  of  peace."  saith  St  Paul,  ''shall  braise 
"  Satan  under  your  feet  shortly :"  Rom.  xvi.  30. 
And  it  ia  observable  tlu^,  when  the  seventy  disciples 
return  to  Christ  with  joy,  saying,  "  Lord,  even  the 
"  devils  are  salyeot  unto  us  through  thy.  name ;"  he 
answers  in  the  oietaphorical  tangua^  of  oar  Psalm :. 
"  Bebtrid,  I  give  usto  yon  power  jto  tread  on  scor- 
*'  pions  and  serpents,  and  over  all  the  power  of  the 
"  enemy,  and  nothing  shall  by  any  means  hurt  you. 
*'  NotwHhBtanding,  in  this  r^oice  not,  that  the 
"  sPiBiTs  are  sal^ect  nnto  you,"  &f.  Luke  x-  17. 
Give  us,  O  Lord,  courage  to  resist  the  "  lion's" 
rage,  and  wiidom  to  elitde  the  wiles  of  the  "  ser* 
"  pent." 

14.  SvcMuse  he  haih  set  hi$  love  tfpen  me,  there- 
fare  xoUi I. deliver  km;  IvfiUseA  k^  on  high,  b^ 
eaune  he  hath  knowti  my  name.  15.  He  shall  caU 
'iqimi  me,  and  J  wUl  answer  him;  /  iwill  be  loiih  him 
tn  trouble,  I  mil  deliver  him,  ifn4  honour,  or, 
glorify  him.  16.  With  long  life  wHl  I  satisfy  him, 
A)u2  sAote  him  my  salvation. 

In  Uie  former  part  of  our  Psatm,  the  Prophet  bad 
spoken  in  bis  own  person ;  here  God  himself  is  plain- 
ly introduced  as  the  speaker.  And,  0  bow  sweet, 
how  delightftil  and  c(»nfortable,  are  his  words,  ad- 
dressed eminently  to  his  beloved  Son  Messiah;  and 
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in  him  to  all  of  us,  his  adopted  children,,  and-fhe 
heira  of  eternal  life ;  to  all  who  love  God,  and  have 
"  known  his  name !"  To^uch  are  promised,  an  an- 
swer to  their  prayers ;  the  presence  of  their  heavenly 
Father  with  them ;  in  the  day  of  trouble,  protection 
and  delireran.ce ;  salvation,  and  honour,  and  glory, 
Rnd  immortality,'  All  these  promises  have  already 
been  made  good  to  our  gracious  Head  and  Repre- 
sentative. His  prayers  have  been  heard ;  his  suffer- 
ings are  over :  he  is  risen  and  ascended ;  and  behold, 
be  Ijveth  and  reigiieth  for  evermore.  Swifl  .fly  the 
intermediate  years,  and  rise  that  long-expected  morn- 
ing, when  He  who  is  gone  "  to  prepare  a  place  for 
"  US,  shall  come  again,  and  take  us  to  himself,  that 
"  where  he  is  we  may  be  also !" 

PSALM    XCII.  * 


The  title  of  this  Psalm  is,  "  A  Psalm,  or  Song,  for 
"  the  Sabbath  Day."  It  teacheth,  1  —5.  the  duty, 
time,  and  manner,  of  giving  thanks  for  the  works 
and  dispensations  of  God.  Thoughtless  men  are 
admonished,  6.  to  reflect  upon. the. final  issue  of 
'  all  these  works  and  dispensations ;  namelv,  7 — 9. 
the  utter  perditionof  the  ungodly,  and,  10^14. 
the  exaltation  of  the  church  inChrist  Jesus,  15. 
to  the  praise  and  glory  of  God  most  high. 

1.  It  is  a  good  fiiiag^ to  give. thanks  unto  the 
.  LvBD,.  and  to  sitig  praisfswUo  thy  name,iO  Most 
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Higk:  %  7b  aJtomf»Hk  th^  lovimg  kindn«*8  in  the 
morning,  tmdtloffaithJ^UneM  every  night:  3,  (Jpon 
OH  inatniimMt  often  stringB,  and  upon  the  psaltery; 
t^tm  the  harp  with  a  eoltTnn  $ound. 

"  Thanksgiving"  is  the  duty,  and  ooght  to  bie  the 
delight,  of  a  Chriitlftn.  It  is  hit  doty,  u  being  the 
leut  retara  he  can  make  to  his  great  Beneftctor :  it 
ought  to  be  his  delight,  for  it  k  that  of  angels,  and 
will  be  that  of  every  gratefvl  heart,  whether  in  hea- 
ven or  in  earth.  The  "  mercy*"  of  God  in  |»romis- 
mg  salvation,  and  his  "  bithfulneas"  in  accomplish- 
ing it,  are  inexhaustible  subjects  for  "  morning  and 
"  evening"  praises ;  every  instmment  should  be 
atrung,  and  every  voice  tuned,  to  celebrate  ^em, 
antil  day  and  night  come  to  an  end.  But  raore 
especially  should  this  be  done  on  the  "  sabbath 
"  day ;"  which,  when  so  employed,  affords  a  lively  re- 
semblance of  that  eternal  sabbath,  to  be  hereafter 
kept  by  the  redeemed,  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

4.  J^  thou.  Lord,  ha»t  made  me  glad  iArougk 
thy  toork:  I  wiU  triumph  in  the  works  of  thy 
hands. 

A  prospect  of  creation  in  the  vernal  season,  fellen 
as  it  is,  inspires  the  mind  with  a  Joy  which  no  words 
can  express.  But  how  doth  the  regenerate  sool 
exuU  and  triumph,  at  b^olding  that  "  woi^"  of 
God's  "  band,"  whereby  he  hatb  created  all  things 
anew  in  Chiist  Jesus !  If  we  can  be  pleased  with 
such  a  world  as  this,  where  sin  and  death  have  fised 
their  habitation ;  shall  we  not  much  rather  admire 
those  other  heavens,  and  fbit  other  earth,  wherein 
dwell  righttousaesB  and  Hfe  f  What  n>e  we  to  Aiak 
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of  the  palitcei  tince  even  the  pmon  is  net  witboot  it* 
ctttroM! 

0.  0  Lord,  kow  great  are  thy  work$  ?  and  ti^ 
AomghtB  are  very  deep.  6.  A  bnttUh  man  kmmetk 
net;  neither  doth  a  fool  understand  this. 

Glonoat  Are  the  wwks,  profound  Ihe  couDaels, 
raweUom  the  dUpeoiatkias  of  God,  in  nature^  in 
providrace,  in  grace.  But  all  are  lost  to  the  maa 
Toid  of  spiritOEd  dtsceniment ;  vrho,  Mk^  hi>  fellow 
"  brutes,"  is  bowed  down  to  earth,  and  knoweth  no 
pleasures  but  thoae  of  sense.  Here  he  tiath  chosen 
his  pamdise,  and  set  up  bis  tabernacle :  not  conalder- 
ing  H^t  bis  tabernacle  must  shortly  be  taken  down, 
and  he  must  remove  hence  for  ever. 

7.  When  the  wicked  aprmg  as  the  graa$,  and 
wAeti  aU  the  workera  of  iniquity  dofhuriah .-  it  >i 
thai  they  shall  be  deatrf»fed  for  ever.  S.Sutthou, 
Ltao,  art  roost  high  for  evermore. 

It  IB  n^  improbaUe,  that  these  verses  should  be 
CDunected  with  that  preceding,  thus — "  A  bruti^ 
**  man  knoweth  not ;  neither  doth  a  fool  understand 
"  this ;"  namely,  that  "  When  the  wicked  spring  as 
"  the  gni»,  and  when  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  do 
«  flourish ;  it  is  Uiat  Ihej  shall  be  destroyed  for 
**vf&;"  they  are  only  nourishing  themsehes  like 
MDseless  cattle  iu  plentifiiL  pastures,  for  the  ap- 
pnaching  day  oi  iteughter.  He  who  ii  ignorant  of 
the  final  isaoe  of  things,  who  atteodetb  not  to  bis 
eternal  interest,  he  is,  in  Scripture  language,  "  the 
**  brutish  man,''  and  the  "  fool"  who  koowetb  not 
tbe  works,  neither  understandeth  the  designs  of  Hea- 
ven.    When  the  "  grass"  hath  attained  to  its  most 
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flourishing  estate,  and  atl  the  flowers  of  the  field  are 
in  perfect  beauty,  then  the  movrer  entereth  with  bis 
Acythe.  What  a  beautiful  and  instructive  emblem 
is  here  held  forth  to  us  <  what  a  forcible  admonitioo 
to  trust  only  in  him.  who,  without  "  variableness  or 
H  ^adow  of  turning,*'  is  "  most  high  for  evermore!" 

9.  For,  h,  ihme  enemies,  O  Lord,  lo,  tkine  ene- 
mies shall  perish:  aU  the  workers  ofiniquittf  shaU 
be  scattered.  10.  But  mi/ horn  shalt  thou  exalt 
like  the  born  of  an  unicorn :  I  shall  be,  or,  /  am, 
anointed  with  fresh  ml. 

■  The  "  workers  of  iniquity"  are  the  enemies  of 
."  Jehovah,"  and  will  be  "  scattered"  by  the  breath 
of  his  displeasure,  as  grass,  after  it  is  cut  down^ 
dried  up,  and  withered,  is  driven  away  by  the  whirl- 
winds of  heaven.  "  But  my  horn,"  saith  the  Psalm- 
i8t  (it  is  lUcely  in  the  person  of  Messiah),  *'  ray  horn," 
that  is,  the  strength  and  power  of  my  kingdom, 
**  shalt  thou  exalt  like  the  bom  of  the  unicorn*," 
like  the  power  of  the  strongest  creatures,  to  which 
that  of  states  and  empires  is  often  compared  ;  "  I 
"  shall  be/'  or,  "  I  am,  anointed  with  fresh  oil ;"  I 
am  appcunted  and  consecrated  king  by  the  holy  auc- 
tion. Christians  have  "  an  unction  from  the  Holy 
"  One,"  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  subdue  their 
spiritual  enemies ;  they  reign  over  their  passions  and 
afi^ctions ;  they  are  exalted  in  the  Redeemer :  they 
are  "  made  unto  their  God  kings  and  priests." 
1  John  iiv  20.  Rev.  v.  10. 

1 1.  Mine  a/e  also  shall  see  niy  desire  on  mine 

•  Heb.  CTTN,  an  eastern  asimal  of  the  "  stag"  or  "  deer" 
kind,  remarkable  for  its  height,  strength,  and  fierceness. ' 
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oKmiat :  and  mine  ears  shaiihtar  lay  desire  o/*£Ae 
i0icAd(i  <Aaf  rJM  up  sg'atnst  une.. 

Tbe  wordi,  "  my  denre,"  are  twice  inserted  by 
onr  traoBhton.  But  woald  jt  not  be  better,  if  we 
were  (o  supply  the  tdlipsis  in  tfaii  matinn*,  "  Mine 
"  eye  sh^  bebcdd  the  bll  of  mineeHemies;  and 
"  mine  ear  riiall  bear  tbe  destruction  itf  tbe  nidked 
."  tbat  riasop  ageinit  roe ?"  The aenea  of  the Ttfse 
if  {^ain.  It  in  intended  to  expreu  aa  asnrailce  df 
fiiitb,  an  bumble  eonfldence  in  the  pAkimBes  of  Mod, 
that  OBT  efibrtt  jhall  at  length  be  crooned  with  vic- 
tory over  every  thing  whibb  retiiteth^ftndappoMth 
ittelf ;  and  that  the  day  u  comtn^j  wtaeM  we.ibafl 
<neiv  afl  the  «tieBHeB  of  oar^  ealvatitm  dead  vtieur 
feet 

12.  The  riglUeouB  ahaU  fiom^h  hUnthe  paim^ 
tree :  he  thaU  groto  tike  a  cedar  nc  Ltitanott,  . 

The  momentary  pnwperity  «f  Uke  wickAd  vWb 
eonpered  abore  to  tbe  tcantient  verdure  of  "  grata." 
The  dnrable  febckyef  the  righteous  islMre  lAcned 
lo  tfaetafltui^  strength  a^d  beau^  of  "  pttlnM" and 
"  cedara."  But  chic6yutbe<ompariiOnappUoable 
to  that  Joit  One,  the  King  of  RightAMKnna,  and 
Tree  of  Life  ;  eminent  and  upright;  ever  wrdant 
and  fregrant;  nikderthej^reatest  preaiure  and  weight 
af  auffieringa,  9iiil  aecending  toward  heaveil ;  aflordt- 
img  both  fnrit  and  proteotion  ;  tncorrufitible  and  tm- 
moital.  "  I  aat  down,"  Mith  the  church,  ".  awler 
"  his  shadow  with  great  di^ght,  and  hi*  frnl  wai 
"  sweet  to  my  ta«fe."     Song  ii.  3. 

13.  Tkoee  that  ht  plaiUtd  m  the  hetttt  of  the 
JLoRD,  shall  fiouriah  in  the  courta  of  our  God. 

YOL.  II.  L 

u.,.,i,z<,.f,  Google 


146  A  COMMENTARY.  [psALM  M. 

Believers  are  styled  by  Isaiah,  "  Trees  of  righ- 
"  teousness,  the  planting  of  Jehovah  :"  ch.  Jxi.  S. 
They  are  planted  by  the  living  waters  of  comfort, 
"  in  the  house  of  God ;"  where,  under  tbe  means.of 
grace,  they  "  fioarish"  in  hope  of  glory  ;-  "  fenced 
"  and  enclosed  by  tiie  discipliile  and  ord««  of  the 
*' chiirdi,  and  by  the  oonseqaent  fitvonrand  pro- 
"  tection  of  Heaven ;  their  verdure  is  con^icuous, 
"  anij  ever  coostant,  whether  in  the  summer  of  pro- 
"  sperity,  or  the  winter  of  adversity :  tbeir  actioos 
'*  and  principles  are  ever  upright  and  iair ;  yea,  their 
"  very  leaf  exhales  a  delightful  perfume,  by  a  hidy 
^  example  and  conversation ;  their  affections  and  de- 
"  sires  arte  ever  ascending  towards  the  noblest  and 
"  most  sablime  objects,  the  things  Uiat  are  above, 
"  the  glorious  things  of  heaven  *." 

14.  '/ftey  shall  still  bring  far^  fruU  in  eld  age  : 
ihof  shaU  be  fat  andfiourishing. 

Happy  the  man  whose  goodness  is  always  pro- 
gressive, and  whose  virtues  increase  with  his  years ; 
who  kseth  not,  in  multiplicity  of  worldly  cares  or 
pleasures,  the  holy  fervours  of  his  first  jbve,  but 
goeth  on  burning  and  shining  more  and  more,  to  the 
end  of  his  days.  The  church,  like  her  representa- 
tive Sarah,  is  now  "well  sb-icken  in  years  ;"  bat  we 
hope  that,  like  her,  she  will  "  still  bring  forth  fruit 
"  in  her  old  age ;"  we  look  for  many  more  "  chil- 
*'  dren  of  promise"  to  be  bom  unto  Christ,  bom 
from  among  the  Jews  and  Gentiles. . 

*  £sa^  ««.the  Proper  Leasons,  by  Mr.  Wogan,  vol.  iii.  p.  49. 
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15.  7b  shorn  that  the  Lord  is  upright:  be  is  n^ 
rock,  and  there  is  no  unrighteousness  in  him. 

The  iruit  brought  forth  in  the  church  redounds  to 
the  glory  of  God,  by  whom  the  trees,  in  this  his  new 
paradise,  were  planted ;  it  shows  to  all  the  world, 
that  he  is  just  and  "  upright"  in  his  dealings;  that 
be  is  true  to  his  promises ;  immoveable,  as  a  "  rock," 
in  his  counsels ;  determined  to  punish  the  wicked, 
and  to  reward  the  good ;  so  that  when  his  proceed- 
ings shall  come  to  be  unfolded  at  the  last  day,  it  will 
appear  to  men  and  angels,  that  "  there  is  no  unrigh- 
"  teousness  in  him." 


EIGHTEENTH  DAY.— EVENING  PRAYER. 

PSALM  XCIII. 

AAGCHENT. 

The  Jews  acknowledge,  that  the  Idngdom  of  Me»- 
siah  is  prophesied  of  in  this  Psalm,  and  in  alt 
tboBe  which  follow,  to  the  hundredth.  1,  S.  The 
'  church  celebrates  the  majesty,  power,  and  glory, 
of  the  eternal  King ;  3.  describes  the  danger  sha 
is  oflen  in  from  persecutions,  &c.  but,  4.  strength* 
eneth  herself  in  God  her  Saviour,  whose  house* 
5.  ought  to  be,  like  himself,  fall  of  truth  and  ho- 
liaese. 

I.   The  LoRB  reignetA,  he  is  clothed  with  cna- 
jesty;  the  Lobd  is  clothed  with  strength,  wherewith 
l3 
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he  hMth  girded  kinueif:  the  vjorld  oho  i$  ettah- 
Uahed,  that  it  camiot  be  moved. 

From  tbe  begifiDiog,  Qod,  as  Creator,  was  sove- 
wgn  Lord  of  the  Boiverse.  He  was  also  formeriyr 
in  «  more  especial  manner.  King  of  Iirael.  But 
aioce  that  time,  a  new  and  Bpiritual  kingdom  hath 
been  erected  by  Jestu  Christ,  ai  Redeemer,  whom 
the  charch  row  celebrate*,  and  whose  praiaei  she 
tings  continually.  RiseB  from  tbedead,  and  asoenii- 
td  into  hearea.  tbe  Ijord  Jews  reignetii,  and  sbf^ 
re^^  "  till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  nnder  bis  feet :" 
1  Cor.  XV.  25.  By  the  glorificatioD  of  bis  human 
nature,  be  is  "  clothed  with  majesty  :  All  power  is 
"  given  unto  him  in  heaven  and  in  earth  ;"  Matt, 
xxviii.  18.  so  tliat  he  is  "  girded  with  strength ;"  and 
through  that  strength,  be  hath  "  established"  the 
new  "  world,"  that  is  to  say,  his  churcbj  that  it 
"  cannot  be  moved,"  or  subverted,  by  all  Uie  powers 
of  earth  and  bdl. 

S.  TftjT  throne  ts  established  of  old;  thou  art 
from  etterfasfJRg. 

&rtiily  throoea  are  temporary ;  they  are  sci  up, 
and  cast  down  again,  neither  is  any  tnut  to  be  re- 
posed in  tfaera.  But  the  tiirooe  of  Christ  is  eternal 
and  unchangeable.  Constituted  before  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world,  it  is  to  endnre  when  no  traces  of 
socti  a  system  having  once  existed  shall  any  more 
be  found. 

3.  TAe^ods  have  lifted  up,  O  Lord,  the  floods 
have  lijled  up  ihar  voice  ;  the  floods  lift  up  tAetr 
tMRfe«.    4.  3Ke  Loan  on  high  is  migiUter  than  the 
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noiie  of  mat^  waters,  yea,  than  the  mighty  wavet 
of  the  aea. 

In  the  Bi-st  of  these  versea,  the  church  appears 
like  a  ship  in  a  stormy  sea,  to  which  she  ia  oflen 
compared.  Persecutions  and  afflictions  are  those 
"  floods/'  those  "  waves"  of  this  troublesoaieworl^ 
which  threaten  every  momeat  to  overwhelm  and  tirik 
ber.  With  a  fearful  and  desponding  tone  of  voice, 
therefore,  she  crieth  out,  "  The  floods  have  lifted 
"  up,  O  Lord,  the  floods  have  lifted  up  theirvoice; 
"  the  floods  lift  up  their  waves  <"  But  immediately 
shefltren^henetb  and  comfortetb  herself  in  the  Lord 
her  God :  **  The  Lord  od  high  is  m^fclier  than  the 
"  noise  of  many  vraters,  yea,  than  the  mighty  waves 
"  of  the  sea."  He  can  say  to  sorrows  and  tempta- 
tions, as  be  doth  to  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  "  Peace, 
"  be  still ;  hitherto  shall  ye  come,  but  no  farther :" 
and  bis  word  is  endued  with  equal  power  in.  both  cases. 

5.  Ifiy  te8timonie$  are  very  sure  ,•  holiness  be- 
cometh  thine  honse,  O  Ijoan/for  ever. 

God's  "  testimonies"  are  the  promises  made  in 
Scripture  to  the  charcfa,  that  he  will  be  with  her, 
during'  the  afflictions  which  befiill  her  here  below, 
and  will,  hi  time,  deliver  her  out  of  bH  her  troubles. 
These  "  testimonies  are  very  sure ;"  these  promises 
do  not,  they  cannot,  foil,  "  Holiness,"  therefor^ 
which  consisteth  in  obedience  and  patience,  "  be- 
"  Cometh,"  is  the  proper  ornament,  grace,  and 
bettoly  of  "  his  boose,"  and  of  Christians,  those  liv- 
ing stones  that  compose  it.  Sacred  and  inviolable  is 
the  word  of  oar  King ;  sacred  and  inviolable  should 
be  the  loyalty  of  bis  SBb|eets. 
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PSALM  iClV. 


ABGOHENT. 


The  Psalmist,  coropkining  of  corrupt  and  troublous 
times,  in  the  person  of  the  church,  1—4.  prayeth 
for  the  downfall  of  prosperous  wickedness ;  5,  6. 
he  describeth  the  cruelty,  and,  7 — 11.  reproveth 
the  atheistical  folly  of  those  who  persecute  God's 
people;  1^  13.  he  extolleth  the  blessedness  of 
the  persecuted,  if  they  are  endued  with  faith  and 
patience,  inasmuch  as,  14,  1&.  Uie  dirine  promise 
and  Iheir  future  reward  are  certain -y  he,  therefore, 
16—19.  throweth  himself  wholly  upon  God,  whose 
mercies  never  fiul,  who,  20,  21,  cannot  be  on  the 
side  of  iniquity,  but.  22,  23.  will  preserve  his 
saints,  and  destroy  their  enemies. 

1.  O  Lord  God,  to  •aohom  vengeance  heUmgetk, 
O  God,  to  whom  vengeance  belongeth,  skow  thy- 
self, 2.  Lifl  up  thyself,  thou  judge  of  the  earth; 
Tender  a  reward  to  the  proud. 

The  church,  however  unjustly  oppressed  and  af- 
flicted, remembereth  that  "  vengeance  belongeth" 
not  to  her,  had  she  the  power  to  inflict  it;  but  "  to 
"  God"  only,  who  hath  said,  "  Vengeance  is  mine.  I 
"will  repay  :"  Rom.  xii.  19.  To  him,  therefore, 
she  maketh  her  supplication,  that  he  would  manifest 
bis  gbry  in  her  salvation ;  that  he  would  ascend  the 
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tribimal,  "  as  judge  of  the  earth,"  try  her  cause,  and 
avenge  her  of  her  insolent  and  cruel  perseeators. 

3.  Lord,  how  long  shall  the  wicked,  how  long 
Bhall  the  wicked  triumph  ?  4.  How  long  ihall  tha^. 
utter  and  ^eak  hard  things  ?  and  all  the  toorkers 
of  iniquity  boast  themsehoes  ? 

The  "  triumphs"  of  wickedness,  the  "  hard 
"  speeches,"  taunts,  and  scoffs  of  infidelity,  against. 
Christ,  and  all  who  belong  to  him,  are  a  continual 
grief  of  heart  to  the  faithful  in  the  world,  who  desire, 
nothing  so  much  as  to  see  the  empire  of  sin  at  an 
end,  and  the  kingdom  of  righteousness  established. 
Bat  for  this  great  event  they  must  wait  with  patience, . 
nnUI  the  time  appointed  by  tiie  Father,  when  the 
iniquities  of  the  world,  and  the  sufferings,  of  the 
church,  shall  be  fall.  "  I  saw  under  the  altar,"  sattfa. 
the  well-beloved  John,  "  the  souls  of  them  that 
"  were  dain  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for  the  testi- 
"  diony  which  they  held.  And  they  cried  with  a 
'*  loud  voice,  saying.  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and 
**  true,  dost  thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on 
**  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  i*  And  white  robes 
"  were  ^ven  unto  every  one  of  them,  and  it  was 
"  said  unto  them,  that  they  should  rest  yet  for  a  little 
"  season,  until  their  fellow-servants  also,  and  their 
"  brethren,  that  should  be  killed,  asthey  were,  should 
"  be  fiilfilled."    Rev.  vi.  9.  &c. 

5.  I^ey  break  in  pieces  thy  people,  O  Loao,  and 
affiict  thine  heritage.  G.  Th^  slay  ike  widow  and 
the  stranger,  and  murder  the  fatherless. 
.  Some  instances  of  cruelty,  exercised  by  the  ene- 
mies against  the  "  people  and  heritage"  of  God,  are 
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hat  specified.  "  Widows,  ttrangfi^  and  orphMW." 
are  destitate  of  Uie  help  and  protection  affiirded  }^ 
Iwsbandfl,  frieudi,  and  fathers.  Christ  is  become  an 
husband  to  the  church,  a  fatlier  to  her  children,  and 
the  only  friend  to  both  in  lime  of  need.  Bl»e  were 
we  all  in  the  state  of  strangers  and  orphans,  exposed, 
With  our  widowed  mother,  to  the  unrelenting  malice 
and  fury  of  the  great  oppreator  and  mnrdarer. 

7.  Yet  they  soy,  The  Lord  gkall  not  sec,  neUher 
akall  the  God  of  Jacob  regard  it  8.  Underttaud^ 
ye  brutisk  among  tAe  people :  and  ye  fools,  when 
vMife  be  wise  f  9.  Be  that  planied  the  ear,  shtUl 
he  mot  hear  ?  he  that  formed  the  eye,  shaU  he  not 
see?  10.  He  that  chastisetA  the  ktathen,  shall  not  kf 
earreet  f  he  that  teaeheth  man  knotoledgt,  shall  not 
he  know  i*  or,  he  that  inatructeth  the  ntUians,  sktUi 
mtt  he  rebuke;  even  he  that  teaeheth  man  humiedget 

The  Psalmist  informelh  us,  that  men  are  encou- 
raged in  their  injustice  and  villany,  by  a  persusMon 
Ib^  God  doth  not  behold  or  regard  what  they  do  to 
bis  people.  The  absurdity  of  such  a  ctmceit  is 
drawn  from  these  considerations ;  that  it  i«  God  who 
beatoneth  on  man  the  pow«%  of  seeing  and  hewing, 
and  therefore  that  he  himself  must  needs  be  posMsaed 
of  those  powers  in  the  highest  perfection ;  that  it  is 
God  wbo  bath  instructed  the  world,  by  his  revela- 
tions, in  religious  knowledge,  and  cwiseque^tly, 
without  all  doubt,  h^  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  use 
and  abuse  which  men  make  of  that  his  unspoakaUe 
gift. 

11.  Tha  Lotto  knometk  the  tkot^his  of  umn^ 
that  they  are  tNx»^. 
8 
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So  far  is  God  from  being  a  stranger  to  tlie  actions, 
that  he  is  privy  to  ttie  first  "  Iboaghts'*  of  men, 
from  whence  those  actions  &an ;  he  is  Bcquainted 
with  all  their  coaasets  against  hia  church,  and  know- 
eth  them  to  be  as  vain  aa  the  imagiDation  that  he  i* 
ignorant  of  them.  The  wicked  can  no  more  escape 
the  liand,  than  they  can  elude  the  eyc^  of  Heaven. 

1%  Blessed  a  the  man  whom  thou  ehastenest,  or> 
iiutmeteat,  O  Loan,  and  Uaeheat  him  out  of  thy 
lata :  13.  Thai  thou  mayest  give  him  rest  from  the 
dt^a  of  advernty,  luUil  $he  pit  be  tagged  for  the 
wicked. 

Since,  therefore,  the  iciiemes  of  the  advemry  are 
vain,  and  the  ooansd  of  Jehovah  ^all  ia&llihiy  stand, 
happy  is  the  man  who,  having  learned,  from  the 
Scriptares  of  truth,  the  lessons  of  fiuth  and  patience, 
enjoys  tranquillity  of  mind  id  time  of  troablev  while 
dratrnctioQ  is  pn^ring  for  the  impenitent.  Then, 
when  "  the  days  of  adversity"  are  over,  shall  pain 
and  sorrow  take  a  final  leave  of  the  nghteona  to  go 
and  dwdl  vriih  the  widied,  to  eternal  ages.  The 
£wnier  ^loll  enter  into  the  rest  and  joy  of  their 
Lord ;  the  latter,  into  the  fire  prepared  originally  ior 
the  devil  and  his  angcti. 

14'.  ^r  the  Loan  toill  md  emst  off  hiM  people, 
neither  vaUL  he  forsake  his  inheritance.  15.  JSut 
fiidgement  $hail  retem  unto  righteausnew ;  and 
all  the  ignight  in  heart  shall  foUmo  it. 

The  foith  and  patience  of  the  sainU  are  built  npon 
^  fbvndation  of  God's  promise  not  to  "  cast  off  and 
"  fln'sahe,"  however  he  may  chasten  and  correct, 
his   "  people  and  inheritanfie.''     At  n  fit  time. 
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"judgement  shall  return  to  righteousness,"  which  it 
might  seem  to  have  forsaken :  iniquitous  oppressors 
shall  meet  with  the  punishment  they  have  deserved, 
and  the  faithful  shall  experience  the  promised  re- 
demption. For  thus  Dr.  Hammond  renders  and' 
expounds  the  last  clause  of  the  two  verses  under  con- 
sideration— "  and  after  this/'  i.  e.  after  "judgement" 
shall  have  *'  returned  to  righteousness,  all  the  upright 
**  in  heart ;"  i.  e.  it  shall  be  their  time ;  they  shall 
succeed  and  flourish.  Such  were  those  halcyon 
days  enjoyed  by  the  Jews,  after  the  &I1  of  Babylon, 
and  their  return  to  their  own  land ;  such  those  times 
of  refreshment  to  the  church  Christian,  when  the 
Pagan  persecutions  were  at  an  end,  and  the  Roman 
empire  became  Christian.  Far  more  transcendent  is 
the  felicity  of  a  soul  when  it  exchanges  the  miseries  of 
the  world  for  the  delights  of  paradise,  there  to  wut, 
with  its  sister  spirits,  until  the  bodies  of  sunts  shall 
pass  from  the  dishonours  of  the  grave  to  the  glories 
of  immortality. 

16.  Who  will  rise  up  for  me  agaimt  the  eoU- 
doers  ?  or,  who  wUt  stand  up  for  me  against  the 
workers  of  iniquity  ?  17.  Unless  the  Lord  had  been 
my  help,  vmf  soul  had  almost  dwelt  in  silence. 

But  in  the  mean  season,  while  "  evil-doers"  are 
permitted  to  prosper,  and  "  the  workers  of  iniquity" 
carry  on  their  designs,  the  Prophet  asks,  in  the 
person  of  the  church,  who  is  there  that  will  or  can 
protect,  defend,  and  deliver  ?  The  answer  is,  God 
only  can  do  it :  "  Unless  the  Lord  had  been  my 
"  help,  my  soul  had  almost  dwelt  in  silence,"  or,  I 
lad  almost  been  in  the  state  of  death.     How  often 
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have  our  spintaal  enemies  arisen  against  us,  tbreaten- 
iog  to  bring  us  into  a  state  of  eternal  death,  but  the 
Lord  JesuB  was  our  help  and  our  salvation  < 

18.  When  I  said  m^  foot  slippetk;  thf  merof, 
O  Lord,  held  me  up. 

When  the  child  of  Qod,  walking  in  the  slippery 
paths  of  life,  findeth  himself  falling  into  temptatioDj 
if  he  confesseth  his  inability  to  stand  his  ground^  and 
crieth  out,  like  Peter  on  the  water,  to  his  heavenly 
Father,  "  Lord,  save  me^  I  perish ;"  a  merciful, 
gracioos,  and  powerful  hand  will  immediately  be 
stretched  ou^  to  support  his  steps^  and  e^ablish  his 
goings. 

19.  In  the  muUUude  of  m^  tkougkta  mthm  mSj 
i^y  comforts  delight  my  soul. 

The  excellent  Norris,  in  a  masterly  sermon  on 
this  verse,  has  given  us  the  following  elegant  and 
affecting  paraphrase  of  it : — "  When  my  mind  sallies 
"  out  into  a  multitude  of  thoughts,  and  those 
"  thoughts  make  me  sad  and  heavy,  anxious  and 
"  solicitous,  as  presenting  to, my  view  my  own" 
"  weakness  and  infirmity,  and  the  universal  vanity  of 
"  all  those  seeming  props  and  stays,  upon  which  my 
"  deluded  soul  was  apt  to  lean ;  the  many  great 
"  calamities  of  life,  and  the  much  greater  terrors  of 
"  death  ;  the  known  miseries  of  the  present  state, 
"  and  the  darkness  and  uncertainty  of  the  future ; 
"  still  urging  me  with  fresh  arguments  of  sorrow, 
"  and  opening  new  and  new  scenes  of  melancholy, 
"  till  my  soul  begins  to  faint  and  sink  under  the 
"  burthen  she  has  laid  upon  herself:  when  1  an> 
'*  thus  thoughtful,  and  thus  sorrowful,  then  it  is,  O 
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"  ny  God,  that  I  £m1  the  relief  ci  thy  divue  re* 
"  fresbmenti ;  1  find  myself  lapported  and  borne  np 
«  by  the  strong  tide  of  thy  cons^atiom,  wbidi  mue 
"  ray  drooping  bcad^  itrike  «  light  into  my  aoul, 
"  and  make  me  not  only  dismiM,  fant  erca  fovget, 
"  that  sorrow  and  melancbolyj  which  my  thougbt- 
"  fblaeai  had  brought  upon  me."  Who  that  reada 
this  will  not  tbaokfaUy  take  and  foUow  the  ad- 
vice oficred  in  another  part  of  the  aame  diicoitrae  ? 
"  Whenever,  therefore,  thought!  ariae  In  thy  heart, 
"  and  troablei  from  those  thought* ;  when  thy  mind 
'*  ii  dark,  and  cloudy,  and  all  the  regions  of  tbe  aoul 
"  are  overcast ;  then  betake  thyself  to  thy  oratory, 
"  either  to  thy  closet,  or  the  church,  and  there  en- 
"  tertain  thy  soul  with  the  pleanirca  of  religion,  an^ 
"  tbe  satisfaction  oS  a  clear  conscience."  See  Nor- 
rii's  Practical  Discourses,  vol  iii.  ser.  4. 

50.  Shall  the  throne  of  iniquity  haoefeUowihip 
with  thee,  nhichjrameth  miachief  bj/  a  lam  ? 

One  consideratioo  which  affordeth  comfort  to  the 
&itbful  under  persecution  and  affliction,  is  this,  that 
God  can  never  be  cm  the  side  of  oppresuon  and  in- 
jostice,  though,  toanswer  wise  and  salutary  pupoaes, 
he  may,  for  a  time^  suffer  them  to  have  tbe  dmni- 
nion,  and  to  establisb  inquity  by  law.  A  distinc- 
tiMi  there  certainly  must  be  between  right  and 
wrong ;  and  the  former  must  as  certainly  triumjA  at 
the  last  day. 

5 1 .  TAgr  gather  tkemad/oee  together  agaitut  the 
»oul  of  the  T^hteoua,  and  eondtmH  the  mnoeent 
blood. 

Righteousness  and  innocence  arc  most  atrocious 
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erimaB,  in  Uie  «y«fl  of  wfckedoeM  and  guilt*  •  For 
these  criroefl  Cain  slew  bis  brother  Abel,  the  Jews 
crucified  Christ,  the  Pagans  tortured  and  murdered 
his  disciples,  and  bad  men  in  all  ages  have  persecated 
the  good.  "  Marvel  not,  my  breUiren,  if  the  world 
"  hate  yon."     J  John  iii.  IS. 

93.  Sut  the  Lord  ts  my  defence  t  and  my  Qod  is 
tke  rook  of  my  rejktge.  S3.  And  he  tkaU  bring 
iffKm  them  th^  ovm  wiquiiy,  and  »haU  evt  them 
off  in  th^r  own  wickednei* ;  yea,  the  hoaa  our 
God  shall  cut  them  off. 

Jehorab  U  our  "  defence  ,>"  we  fear  mA  the  fiery 
dartii  of  the  enemy:  He  ia  '*  (he  rodt  of  owr 
"  refoge;"  we  bid  defiance  to  the  rage  and  majioc  of 
eartfa  and  he^  Armed  with  tbe  shield  of  &itb,  and 
Uie  Bwwvi  of  the  Spirit,  we  rise  sup^ior  to  every 
effort  o&diaboUcal  nMftce  and  seeuiar  power ;  waiU 
iBgi  in  patience  aad  hope,  for  the  coming  of  tiagX 
day,  when  He  who  hateth  uor^hteousneM,  and  with 
wlwm  the  throne  of  iniquity  can  have  ao  feUowabip. 
■hall  visit  the  w'ickedness  fk  the  wicked  apon  them ; 
when  tiie  wnrtd  of  the  ungodly  shall  share  the  £itte  of 
apostate  JerDsaleai,  and  the  righteous  shall  be  glo- 
rified with  their  Lord  and  Saviour. 

NINETEENTH  DAT'-NORNING  PRAYEIt. 

PSALM   XCV, 

ARGUHEMT. 

This  Pialm  hath  been  long  used  in  the  Christian 
church,  as  a  proper  introduction  to  her  holy  ser- 
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vices.  Itcontaineth,  1,  S.  an  exhortation  to  praise 
Jehovah,  3.  for  his  greatness,  4,  5.  and  for  his 
works  of  creation ;  6.  men  are  invited  to  worship 
him  as  their  Maker,  and,  7.  as  their  Preserver ; 
8 — 11.  they  are  warned  against  tempting  and 
provoking  him,  by  the  example  of  the  Israelites 
in  the  wilderness.  The  author  of  the  Epistle  to 
the  Hebrews  hath  taught  us  to  consider  the  Psalm 
as  an  address  to  believers  under  the  Gospel. 

1.  O  come,  let  us  sing  unto  the  Lord  :  let  us 
make  a  joyful  notse  to  the  rock  of  our  salvation. 

In  this  first  verse.  Christians  now  exhort  and  stir 
up  each  other,  as  the  Jews  did  of  old,  to  employ 
their  voices  in  honour  of  Jehovah,  to  celebrate  "  the 
"  rock  of  their  sdvation."  Jesus,  by  redeMning  us 
from  our  enemies,  hath  opened  our  lips,  and  our 
mouths  ought,  therefore,  to  show  forth  his  praise. 
He  is  the  Rock  of  ages,  in  which  is  opened  a  foun- 
tain for  sin  and  uncleanness ;  the  Rock  which  attends 
the  church  in  the  wilderness,  pouring  forth  the  water 
of  life  for  her  use  and  comfort ;  Uie  Rock  which  is 
our  fortress  against  every  enemy,  shadowing  and 
refreshing  a  weary  land.  "  O  come,  then,  let  ub 
"  sing  unto  this  our  Lord  ;  let  us  make  a  joyful 
"  noise  unto  this  rock  of  our  salvation." 

3.  Let  us  come  before  kts  presence  wUhthanks- 
gwing,  and  make  a  j<^ful  noise  unto  him  tvith 
psalms. 

The  ''  presence"  of  Jehovah  dwelt  formerly  be- 
tween the  cherubim,  in  a  tabernacle,  or  temple,  made 
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with  bands,  whither  the  Israelites  were  to  reaortj 
until  Grod  became  manifiest  in  the  flesh.  Afiter  that 
time,  the  divine  presence  left  the  synagogue,  and 
remored  into  the  Christian  church  ;  by  her  we  are 
now  invited  "  to  come  before  that  preaence  with 
"thanksgiving," and,  while  we  "make  ajoyful  noise," 
by  chanting  these  divine  "  Psdms,"  to  imitate,  in 
some  measarCy "  the  heavenly  choirs,  who  rest  not," 
from  their  blessed  employment  of  praising  Go4, 
"  day  or  night."    Rev.  iv.  8. 

3.  For  «Ae  IjOED  is  a  great  God,  and  a  great 
King  above  aU  gods. 

It  is  not  without  reason,  that  we  are  exhorted  to 
"  give  thanks  and  praise  unto  our  God  and  King ;  for 
he  is  worthy  to  receive  glory  and  blessing:"  Rev. 
V.  IS.  He  is  a  God  above  all  that  are  called  by  that 
name ;  a^ve  those  deities,  which  were  once  wor- 
shipped by  the  ancient  Heathen ;  above  the  world, 
which  still  continues  to  be  an  object  of  adoration 
among  imlatuated  mortals.  His  throne  is  over  all, 
Bhd  power  and  dominion  are  his. 

<^.  In  his  hand  are  the  deep  places  of  the  earth  ; 
the  strength  of  the  hills  is  his  also.  5.  7%e  sea  is 
Aw,  and  he  made  it ;  and  his  hands  formed  the  dry 
land. 

The  treasures,  which  lie  hid  in  the  "  deep  places" 
of  the  earth  beneath ;  the  majestic  pride  and  "strength 
"  of  Uie  hilis,'^  which  tower  above,  and  lift  up  their 
heads  to  heaven ;  (he  unnumbered  waves  of  the  great 
and  wide  "  sea,"  which  roll  in  perpetual  motion 
round  the  world ;  the  rich  and'  variegated  produce  of 
the  "  dry  land,"  crowned  with  verdure  and  beauty  ; 


^cbv  Google 


MO  A  COMUENTAKY  [pdalmW. 

tog;etber  with  every  t^ing  thnt  livcth  in  1^  ffatemv 
or  on  the  earth ;  all  are  uoder  the  governroent  of  our 
God ;  by  him  were  all  things  created ;  by  him  have 
all  thiDgi  been  redeemed. 

6-  O  come,  let  vs  t9ftr$hip  and  bow  down  j  let  U9 
kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker. 

A*  in  the  beginaing  of  the  Psalm  we  were  csllell 
upon  to  "  praise"  Jehovah,  so  here  we  are  invited  to 
humble  ouraelves  before  him  in  "  pmyer."  ,  From 
him  we  had  our  being ;  him,  therefore,  we  are  to 
•upplicate  for  every  other  bleasing,  both  in  tbie  life, 
and  that  which  is  to  come.  And  since  be  fflade  oar 
bodies,  as  wdl  as  onr  somIm,  it  is  meet  and  ri^t  that 
they  sbovid  bear  their  part  in  his  service,  and  that 
internal  wonhip  should  be  accompanied  mids^ified 
by  that  which  is  external 

7.  For  he  a  our  God,  and  we  ne  the  people  of  hie 
patture,  and  the  ekeep  of  hie  hand. 

An  additional  reason  why  we  ibOBld  both  praise 
Jehovah,  and  pray  to  him,  is  the  peculiar  relatiDB 
into  which  he  hath  been  pleased  to  put  himedf  by 
Ibe  covenant  of  grace;  "  be  is  our  God;"  we  are 
the  obje^  of  bis  tender  oare  and  unspeakable  love : 
we  are  his  "  people,"  and  his  "  ihe^  ;"  his  choaan 
flock,  which  he  hath  pnrchased  with  his  blood,  which 
be  feeds  with  bis  word,  and  refreshes  with  his  Spirit, 
in  Mr  and  pleMant  pastures.  Fron  those  paaiurea, 
O  thou  good  Shepherd  t  suffer  us  not  to  stray  ;  or, 
if  we  do  Mtny,  bring  us  speedily  back  ^ain,  by  any 
means  which  thou,  in  thine  infinite  wisdomj  ahalt 
*tbink  fit.  Wholetome  is  the  discipline  which  drives 
us  into  the  fold,  and  keeps  us  there. 
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-ji6.  Ih-d^  y  jw  toiU  hear  his  vowtj  kahien  not 
your  Itear^i  aa  .in  tke  provocation,  aa<l  as  in  the  day : 
of  .Imitation  m  tkcwUderrtess.  -9.  Wheatyourfa- 
thers  tempted  me,  proved  me,  and  saw  my  work. 

.  The  first  clause,  of  these  two  verses  may  be  joined 
to  the  preceding  verse,  thus,  "He  is  our  God,  we 
"  are  the  people  of  his  pasture  and  the  sheep  of 
'*  his  hand,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice  to-day  ;"  that 
is,  if  ye  will  be  his  obedient  people,  he  will  continue 
to  he  your  God.  Or  else  the  word  DK,  tranilated 
"if,"  may  be  rendered  in  the  opative  form,  ■' O 
"  that  you  would  hear  his  voice  tO'day,"  saying 
unto  you,  "  Harden  not,"  &c.  However  this  be,- 
what  follows  to  the  end  of  the  Pealm  is  undoubtedly; 
spoken  in  the  person  of  God  himself,  who  may  be 
considered  as  addressing  vs,  in  these  latter  days, 
by  (he  Go^el  of  his  Son ;  for  bo  the  apostle  teaches 
us  to  apply  the  whole  passage,  Heb.  lil.  iv.  The 
Israelites  when  tb^  came  out  of  Egypt,  had  a  day 
of  probation,  and  a  promised  rest  to  succeed  it; 
\Ktt,':hy.  unbelief  and  disobedience,  they  to  whom  it 
was  promised,  that  is,  tbe  generation  of  those  who 
cameout  of  Egypt,  felt  short  of  it,  and  died  in  the 
wildecness.  T^e  Gospel,  in  like  manner,  ofiefs, 
both  to  Jew  and  Gentile,  another  day  of  probation 
in  this  world,  and  another  promised  rest  to  succeed; 
it>  which  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God,  in  hea- 
ven. All  whom  it  concerns  are.  therefore,  exhorted 
to  beware  lest  they  forfeit  the  9e<!ond  rest,  as,  mur- 
muring and  rebellious  Israel  came  short  of  the  first 
The  verses  now  betbre  us  allude  to  what  passed  at 
the  place  called' "  Massah,"  and  "  Meribah,''  from 
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ihe  people  tliere  "  tempting"  tnd  striving  wMi  tbeir 
Ood,  notwithsUndtng  all  the  mighty  workt  Whidi 
he  had  wrought  br  Ihem,  before  tbcir  eyes.  Ex6& 
xsVi.  7. 

10,  Forty  years  Umg  toaa  Igrieotd,  or,  disguOedt 
with  tliis  generation,  and  said,  It  'via  pa/pie  that 
do  etr  in  their  hearts,  and  they  have  not  kwmn 
my  loays. 

O  the  detente  presumptiola  of  man,  thai  he  shoaU 
offend  his  Mfiker  "  forty  yean !"  O  the  patience 
and  long  Biifleriitg  of  hit  l!iMccr>  that  he  shotld 
yiow  him  forty  years  to  oflfend  in !  Sin  beghw  ia  the 
"  heart,"  by  its  desires  "  ttendering"  and  going 
aflUray  after  furbidden  objects ;  whence  followa  iaat- 
tMition  to  the  "  ways"  of  God ;  to  his  dispensatioiM, 
and  our  own  duty.  Lust  in  the  heart,  like  vapowr 
in  the  stomach,  soon  affects  the  htad,  and  clouds 
tile  understanding. 

W.  Unto  sAofK  /  euare  m  m^r  mrxtih,  that  th^ 
ihoutd  not  enter  into  my  rest. 

Excln«ioa  firom  Canaan  was  the  ptmiAnicnt  of 
IwraehtiBh  contumacy ;  exclusion  from  heaven  is  to 
be  tb«  punishntent  of  disobedience  among  Chratmaa. 
To  take  vewemtx  on  those  who  r^cct  the  Ooipel 
terms,  is  no  lees  a  paft  of  tite  covenaBt  and  o*th  of 
God,  than  it  is  to  mve  atid  glorify  those  who  accept 
them.  Yet  men  continue  delibMfttely  to  commit  thoae 
sins,  which  the  Almighty  standetb  thus  engaged  to 
punish  with  destm^ion  * !  "  Take  heed,"  tfacnfor^ 

*  Senuu  hi^jas  loci  ex  Psulo  lic  GoncinnanduB ;  aempe  re> 
quiem  a  Deo  IsraSlitis  esse  promissain  in  terri  ChanatiKA :  omnes 
tameo  iaterim  in  d«acrto  cecidisiie  hie  requie  frustraloB :  ^uSte 
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"  brethren,  lest  there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil  heart 
"  of  unbelief,  in  irfepftrting  from  the  living  Crod, 
"  But  exhort  one  another  daily,  while  it  is  called 
"  To-day ;  lest  any  of  yoabe  hardened  through  the 
"  deceitfolDeKS  df  ein.  For  we  are  made  partukeM 
"  ofChriat,  if  we  hold  the  beginning  ofouroonfideace 
"  steadfast  unto  the  end ;  while  it  is  said.  To-day,  if 
"  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts  as 
"*  in  the  provocation.  For  some,  when  they  had 
"beard,  dM  provoke;  howbeit,  not  aH  that  came 
**  out  of  Bigypt  by  Moses.  But  wrth  vrhon  was  he 
**  ^eved  forty  years  ?  Was  it  not  witb  them  tkat 
"  bad  Wkted,  whose  carcasses  feU  in  the  wilderness? 
"  And  to  whom  sware  he,  that  they  should  not  entej 
"  into  his  rest,  but  to  them  that  believed  not  ?  So 
"  we  see  that  they  could  not  enter  in  because' of  nn- 
**  belief.  Let  us  therefore  fear,  lest,  a  promise  being 
**  made  ns  of  entering  into  his  rest,  any  of  you 
"  should  seem  to  come  short  of  it  For  untct  us 
"  was  the  Gospel  preached,  as  well  as  unto  them  ; 
"  but  the  word  preached  did  noC  profittiiem,  not 
"  being  mixed  with  fai<h  in  them  that  heard  it." 
Heb.  yi.  13,  &c. 

OpftrttWii  SMwtaa  pel  Dtnfdiatt  ad  Mvau  te(|iiieA  hntiiK; 
td  mran)  ilRd  aakbstam  ^  tpM  mwU  cMidio  4m  Mpttmit 
n^nic  figfintiui.  mamaivn  indubM  diesi  qua  »vtb  ClwHtob 
m  Eeclewi,  ao  cnletti  palri&  quiesceroms,  wai  eaaemiu  iacie- 
duE :  unde  aic  cODcIudk  Paulua :  "  featmemiiB  iogredi  ia 
"  iUatif  requiem."    Bossvbt. 
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PSALM  XCVI. 


By  common  consent  of  Jews  and  Christians,  we 

apply  this  Psalm  to  the  times  of  Messiah.    1-^*. 

Men  are  exhorted  to  sing  his  praises  ,-  to  declare 

his  salvation ;  4^  5.  to  acknowledge  his  supremacy 

over  the  gods  of  the  nations,  with,  6.  the  glory 

and  beauty  of  his  sanctuary ;  .77-9.  to  giy«  bim  tiie 

honour,  die  worship,  and  the  obedience  due  unto 

-  him,  and,  10.  to  publish  the  glad  tidingsof  his  (c^ng- 

'  dom  being  established:  II — 13.  the  whole  crea- 

'    tion  is  called  upon  to  rejoice  at  this  great  event 

We  find,  by  1  Chron.  xvi.  that  David  delivojed 

I*  out  this  Psalm,  to  be  $qng  on  o(;qasKin  o^  tej^aporal 

l^cssings  prefignratiye  of  future  spiritual  OT^e*. 

1.  O  sing  vnto  <Ae.  Lord,  a  new  song  ;  sing 
unto  the  Lord,  all  the  earth. 

Jehovah,  our  Redeemer^  is  the  person  whose  praises 
are  to  be  sung.  They  are  to  be  sung  in  a  "  new" 
song ;  a  song  calculated  to  celebrate  new  mercies, 
prefigured  by  (M ones wrohghtfor  Israel  in  former 
tithes ;  a  song  fit  for  the  voiced  df  renewed  and  re- 
geilerate  men  to  sing  in  the  new  Jeriisalem,  in  thbse 
iieiv  heavens  and  that  new  earth,  which  constitute 
the  new  creation,  or  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ. 
And  as  the  mercies  of  God  are  univergal,  extending 
themselves  not  only  to  the  Jews,    but  to  all  the 
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luttidnsof  ti]e:eartl],  alLthe  natioas  of  the  oMN  anj! 
therefone.encborted  to  Ueu-'a  part  in  thiB>hew«ohgt' 
"  Siiig  unto  the  lxiiu>  a.nen^song;  iiag  nhto  tiMi 
"  Lord,  all  the  eartlu^'  Tfau^  St  John,  a^srreckoti- 
ag  up  the  I44«0Q0.  ot  fnll  nnmber  of  those  ^(S 
Were  seated  to.^ftlTotioh  ftom  among  the  tribec  of 
lanel,  proceeds  to  tcfl  na,  that  he  "  beheld^  and,  lo;: 
"  a  great  multitode,  which  iio>mBn<could  niHijberi  6f> 
"all  Tiatibss^  and'kindittdfli  aed  peeple/and-tongues, 
"'Stood  before  .the  .thtode^tand'.before  the''Lantb> 
*f<jotiied  vrith  white  robes,  .and,  {ialtna  in  their 
"  hands.'!  ,  All  these  sung'emew  song,  which  none 
oould  learn  but  the  redeemed ;  tbej  "  cried  with  a 
"load  voice,  saying,  SalvatioB  .to-  our  God  wtiich- 
" .  sitteth  «pon  tiie  throvey  >  and :  to  the  Lamb, " . .  Sea 
Rew,  V.  vii;xiv.,<.  ■  jvh  ■  -.  ■/  > 

•%.-.i>mgi^vnto:tJte-Lotoiihie88:-iku  name-;  akow 
fort&  hiM  aahationfrvm  day  to  d^.  ■•■' 

Again  are,  me  exsited  to  sing  nnto  the  Lord  Jens, 
add  in  psalms,  and  hymns,  and  i^iritual  sobga^jto 
bless. his  sarag  samb.  The  latter  claose  of  the  vene 
is  Tclylexpressire  in  the  original,  Twa  ■ '  preach,'^ 
or^  "  evangelize  his  salvation  from  dayto  day;'M^ 
it  be  tiie.  conriant  theme  of  aU  your.'disconrses; 
publish  it  to  the  woild  in  every  possibleway,  by. 
ybar  words,  arid  by  your,  actions ;  and  while  God 
aJJovrs  yOa  breath  and  life,  let  one  day  Iransmii  tbe 
glorious  employment  to.another,  until  it  be  resumed 
and  (Continued  in  heaven  to  all  eternity. 

3.  Declare  his  glory  amo^  the  heaiheH;  hia 
wonders  among  all  people. 

The  "  glwy"  of  Messiah  in  his  incarnation,  his 
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t^  faii4c«tk,  ntamotion^  atoenMOB,  and  kmgdiHii, 
tb«  "  wondos"  «r  mimclM  by  bin  wwmgiU  upoo 
IJw  bodies  tnd  mah  of  nkcn ;  tfaMe  were  the  thingt 
"  declared  amoiig  the  baatben,"  eren  "  amoBg^  all 
**p«c^e,"bytbeafKHtlet  and  their  BQcecsaon;  theie 
(bings  are  stil!  declared,  by  the  Scriptoret  read,  ani 
aermoM  preached,  in  the  chiird),  which  «nu  gatber* 
ed  ori^ually  froai  among  the  ClentUts. 

4.  fbr  the  LoBD  ia  greMt,  mmd  greof^  to  be 
pratMed;  heiMiobefuiredsboveaU  god».  b.Ihr 
ail  the  goda  of  Him  notion*  are  idoUf  or,  tiimg9  of 
namghi  ;  but  the  L(nu>  tnade  Ae  heavens. 

Christ  i>  to  be  ceiebrated,  bis  glery  and  wondevt 
are  to  be  deckred,  bccaaw  be  is,  in  ermy  poBiible 
•ente,  "  great ;"  great  in  d^nUy^  in  power,  in  mer- 
cy ;  and  therefore  "  greatly  to  be  praised"  by  every 
creatune.  The  beavem  and  heavenly  bodies,  adored 
by  the  nations,  were  no  fod^  fa«t  the  wor^  of 
','  bis*  hands,  who  had  fixed  bis  «veria«ting  tbrone 
Ugh  above  th«v  all^  M  Ae  pnblicatieii  of  tiw 
Oospd,  idolatry  fell  before  k;  and  what  is  tbe  mrtd 
itsdf  hot  one  great  idol,  which  is  to  fall  and  dieap* 
pear  n  l%e  manner  f 

6.  Horumr  tmd  nutjeety  are  hefute  Aim  ;  eCrengtA 
and  iemity  are  in  Aw  tanctuary. 

Wbat  are  the  aplendoor  and  magnifloenee  (^«arthl j 
coatis,  when  compared  vrith  that  'gk»y  and  aiajetfy, 
the  wiattemble  brightness  of  which  fills  the  conrt  trf 
the  heavenly  King?  Some  portion  of  thk  cdestial 
Mght  is  cemniMiieat^d,  tbroogh  grace,  to  tfae  Chris- 
tian church,  which  is  described  by  St.  Mm,  ander 
bnoges  borrowed  from  Ibe  DguratiTe  san^oaiy,  and 
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the  earthly  JtratuAem,  bs  an  edifiee  comfMsed  of  gold 
and  precious  stones,  iHominated  by  the  ^ory  of  Ciod 
and  tiie  Lamb  residing  in  the  midst  of  it.  See 
Rev.  xxi. 

7.  Give  unto  the  Lord,  Oye  kindreds,  or,  famiUes, 
m,  tr^ea,  »j  the  people,  give  unto  the  Lou>  ghty 
and  strength.  8.  Give  tmto  (Ae  Ltaui  the  gloty  doe 
onto  kw  name  ;  bring  an  effering  and  come  into  ki» 
courts.  9.  O  worship  the  Lord  in  the  heaut^  of 
holiness :  fear  before  him,  all  the'earth. 

In  these  ihree  verses,  the  tribes  of  the  spiritual 
Israel  are  enjoined  to  ascribe  to  their  Redeemer  all 
**  glwy  and  strength,"  as  essentially  inherent  in  him, 
and  b;  hiiA  coRimitnicated  to  bis  pec^;  tu  give 
bim  the  entire  "  glory  of  bis  name,"  and  of  <tbat 
"  salvation"  imported  by  it ;  ^  bring  t^e  "  sacri- 
'*  'fiees"  of  the  new  law,  and  to  assemble  in  the 
*'  courts"  of  his  hoase ;  to  worship  him  in  that 
**  beauty  of  holiness"  which  is  constituted  by  the 
regnlarand  solemn  services  of  the  ehurch;  ta  "feai^ 
and  obey  him,  as  the  subjects  of  a  King  invested 
witib  plenitude  of  power  in  heaven  and  earth. 

10.  Say  among  the  heathen,  diat  tAe  Lord  reign- 
eUk :  Me  world  also  shait  be  established  theU  it  shaU 
net  he  moved:  he  ehtdt  judge  the  people  righteously. 
In  other  words — Mrfce  ppoclaroation,  Aerefore, 
O  ye  epo0d«a  and  preachers  of  the  Gospel,  that  a 
new  and  etfHnal  ki^dom  is  erected ;  the  usurped 
empire  of  Satan  is  overthrown,  and  the  Lord  Jeans, 
having  redeemed  mankind,  retgnetii  in  the  hearts  of 
his  people  by  feith ;  a  cemomnity  is  f<w«ed,  not  upon 
the  plan  of  secular  polii^,  but  upon  the  divine  prin- 
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CJpIe  <^heBVUily  love ;  it  is  established  onimmoveable 
foundations,  nor  shall  the  gates  of  hell  prevail  against 
it:  righteousness  shall  dwell  in  it,  since  He,  who  is 
the  King  of  Righteousness,  presides,  directs,  and  de- 
termines all  things,  by  hU  Word,  and  his  Spirit. 
'  11.  Let  the  heavens  rt^oice,  and  let  the  earth  be 
glad,;  let  the-sea  xoar,  and  the  fulness  thereof: 
12.  Let  the  field  bejojfful,  nnd  all  that  is  therein: 
then  shall  all  the  trees  of  the  aood  ryoice  before 
the  Lord. 

Transported  with  a  view  of  these  grand  events, 
and  beholding  in  spirit  the  advent  of  King  Messiah, 
the  Psalmist  exults  in  most  jubilant  and  triumphant 
strains,  catUng  the  whole  creation  to  break  forth  into 
joy,  and  to  celebrate  the  glories  of  redemption.  The 
heavens,  vrith  the  innumerable  orbs  fixed  in  them, 
which,  while  they  roil  and  shine,  declare  the  glory 
of  beatified  saints ;  the  earth,  which,  made  fertile 
by  celestial  inflaences,  showeth  the  work  of  grace  on 
the  hearts  of  men  here  below ;  the  field,  which, 
crowned  with  the' produce  of  an  hundred  fcdd,  dis- 
playeth  an  emblem  of  the  fruit  yielded  by  Uie  seed 
of  the  word  in  the  church  ;  the  trees  of  the  wood, 
lofty,  verdant,  and  diffuse,  apt  representatives  of  holy 
persons,  those  "  trees  of  righteousness,"  the  "  planting 
"  of  Jehovah,"  Isa.  IxL  3.  whose  examples  are  emi- 
nent, fair,  and  extensive ;  all  these  are,  by  the  Pro- 
phet, excited  to  join  in  a  chorus  of  thanksgiving  to 
the  Maker  and  Redeemer  of  the  world. 

13.  For  he  comelh,  for  he  cometh  to  judge  the 
earth  ;  he  shall  jtutge  the  world  xskk  righteousness, 
and  the  people  with  his  truth. 
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The  oomi^  of  >  Cbriat  is  twofold  i  first  b^  cteoe  to 
sanctify  the  craatare,  apd'he  will  come  again  to  glo- 
rify it.  Either  of  his  kingdomf,  that,  of  grace,  or- 
that  of  glory,  may  be  signified  by  bis  "  judging  tbe 
"  worid  in  righteousness  and  trutb."  If  creation  be 
represented  as  rejoicing  at  the  establishment  of  tbe 
former,  how  much,  greater  will  the  joy  be  at  ;tbe 
approach  of  tbe  latter!  seeingthal;  notwitiistanding 
Christ  be  long^  since  come  in  the  flesh,  though  he  be 
ascended  into  heaven,  ai>d  have  sent  tbe  Spirit  from 
thence,  yet  "  tbe  wbcde  creation/'  as  tbe  apostle 
flpedcR,  Rom.  viit.  83.  "  gtoanedi  m^  travaileth  io 
"  pain  together  until  now,  expecting  to.be.detivra^d,  - 
"  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  into  tbe  ^orious 
"  liberty  of  tbe  sons  of  God.  And  not  only  they, 
"  but  ourselves  ^so,  which  have  the  first-fruits  of 
"  the  Spirit,  even  we  oarselves  groan  Within  our- 
"  selves,  waiting  for  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  re- 
"  demptioo  of  the  body  ;"  when  at  tbe  renovatioD 
of;  ail  thuigs,  man,  new  made,  shall  return  to  tbe 
days  of  bis  youth,  to  begin  an  immortal  ^ing,  and 
be  for  ever  young. 


,  PSALM    XCVU. 

AHGUMENT. 

In  this  Psalm,  1.  the  reign  of  Christ  is  again  cele- 
brated, and  tbe  nations  are  again  called  to  rejoice 
on  that  account:  3 — 7.  He  is  described  as  taking 
vengeance  on  bis  enemies,  overthrowing  idolatry 
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m  dw  HoitheB  worM,  comMandinp  adanUiai  frim 
•II  creatures,  and,  8,  9.  inspiring'  gladness  into 
the  church,  by  subduing  her  enemies :  10 — IS. 
The  duties  uf  holiness,  thankfulness,  and  religious 
joy,  are  iuculcated. 

1.  7%e  Lord  rdgnethi  hi  the  earthr^oiee;  iH 
the  muA^Kde  of  the  itlea  be  glad  thereof. 

TrininphaDt  over  4eath  and  hell,  the  Lord  Jesus 
is  gone  up  on  high,  and  "  reigneth."  What  ^veter 
cause  can  the  wbc^  earth  have  to  "  rejoice ;"  y«a, 
even  the  moqt  distant  ides  of  the  Gentiles,  to  "  be 
"  glad,"  and  to  sing  for  joy ;  since  tlwy  are  idt  be- 
come bis  mi^ects,  and  share  the  unspeakable  bless- 
ings  of  so  gracioiis  a  reign  i  We  Britons,  as  inha- 
biting one  of  those  Heathen  ides,  and  enjoying  so 
ftir  a  ptHtion  of  evangdical  blessings,  have  reason 
to  repeat  this  verse,  with  a  particular  pleasure  and 
eneigy.  The  Hebrews  called  by  the  name  of 
"  isles,"  Q**M,  not  only  countries  surronDded  by  the 
sea,  but  all  the  countries  which  the  sea  divided  from 
them ;  so  that  the  term  became  synooyoMHis  with 
**  Gentiles."  Thus,  it  is  said,  Isa.  xlii.  4.  "  The 
"  iBUs  shall  wait  for  his  law ;"  which  passage.  Matt, 
xii.  31.  is  expounded  as  follows :  "  In  him  shall  the 
"  Gbntiles  trust." 

d.  CXouds  and  darkneaa  are  round  about  him : 
rigkt^wsneia  and  judgement  hk  the  ht^itatipn,  or, 
estabUehmeHt,  ofhia  throne. 

When  tbe  mercy  and  grace  of  our  heavenly  King 
are  to  be  described,  he  is  likened  to  the  sun  shining 
in  a  clear  firmament,  and  gladdening  nniversal  na- 

u.,.,i,z<,.f,  Google- 


torn  wA  Ms  bmeficent  rays.  Bat  whan  we  we  t» 
oftoceive  an  idea  of  him,  as  going  fofth,  in  "  juMace 
"  and  judgement,"  to  dlscomftt  and  psniih  hisedver- 
sarUtt,  the  iotagery  i»  theo  l>orrowed  from  a  troabled 
sfcj ;  he  is  pictured  w  sanounded  bj  "  clouds  and 
"  dariqtew ;"  from  wlience  issue  lightttings  hhI 
thunders,  itonnf  and  tCR^Mts,  affiigbUng  and  c<m- 
foondlng  the  widied  and  impenitent. 

3.  Ajira  goeth  b^ore  him,  and  humetk  up  kU 
enemies  round  about.  4.  His  iigkl>mng$  etdtghlenei 
tkeworU:  Me  eartk  $tiw  and  trembled.  5.  X%e 
hSbmeUedUltewaxaithepreeeneeefthetiiysB; 
at  the  presence  of  the  Loiu»  of  the  whoie  earth. 

The  judgeqients  of  God,  and  their  efects  npon 
Urn  world,  are  bere  set  forth,  undm'  the  usual  sitaSi- 
tnde  flf  lightning  and  fire  from  heaven,  caostng  the 
teiih  to  tremble,  end  the  moantains  to  meJt  and 
disstrfve  away.  The  exaltation  of  ChriM  to  the  throne 
of  hie  kingdom,  was  fi^Iowed  by  a  dreadfVil  display 
of  that  vengeance  whieh  broke  in  pieces  tbe  Jewish 
nation,  and  breagbt  Uieir  ci^t  and  religion*  poKty 
to  an  ntter  dissolution.  In  the  history  of  their  de- 
straction,  the  world  of  ihe  ai^;odIy  may  view  a 
striking  picture  of  the  great  and  terrible  day,  when 
file  Lord  Jesui  shall  render  a  recompense  to  aH  his 
enemies.  He  is  then  to  descend  in  flaming  fire ; 
^[htningB  shall  be  Kis  harbingers ;  the  earth  shall 
trenAle ;  and  die  hills  shall,  literally,  "  mek  like 
"  yns.  at  tSie  presence  of  Jehovah." 

6.  The  heavene  dedare  hia  rigAtooiMnen ,-  and 
aU  the  people  tee  hie  glory. 

"  Tbe  heavens,"  by  the  mwiifestation  of  vengeance 
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fironi  thence,  reveal,  "declare,". and  proelumy  the' 
"  righ^iu"  jndgemenfs  of  Messiah ;  'and  "  all  the  > 
"people"  up<m  earth  are  witnesses  of  the  "glory" 
of  his  vietodry  over  ewry,  thing  that  oppoacth  itself 
to  the  establishment  of  hia  kingdom.  This  will  be 
more  eminently  the  case  at  lifae  second  a^venVvhen 
the.  trumpet  of  the  archangel  shall  prodaim  hia  ap- 
proach in  the  clpuds  of  heaven,  bhd  all  the  tribw. 
of  the  earth  shall  see  him  coming  in  the  g^ory  of  his 
Father,  with  the  tn^y  angels.  .a   .        -      ~ 

graven  ifn^ge8,.tlwt^.bm»t■thte3w^lffa■(^  (dab.-. 
worsh^t  him,  all  yi  gofls.         -,       

When  Jesus  was  exalted,  his  Gospel  published, 
and  his  power  and  glory  made  kifown  in  the  Heathen 
world,  ipea  grew  ',' ashamed"  of  their  "images,  and. 
"  boasted  theinselves  in  their  idols"  no  more.  The, 
last  clause  of  our  verse,  "  Won^ip  him,  all  ye  gods," 
declare  the  supremacy  of  Christ  over  all  that  are 
called  gods,  D*n':!N,  in. heaven  and  in  earth,  who 
are  enjomed  to  pay  adoration  unto  him,  instead  of 
claiming  it  for  themselves. 

8.  Sum  heard,  and  was  glad ,-  and  the  daughters, 
ofJudah  rejoiced,  because  of  thy  judgements,  O 
LoBD.  9.  For  thou.  Lord,  art  high  above  all  ihet 
earth :  thou  art  exalted  far  above  all  gods. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  new  "  Sion,"  wr  the 
people  of  God,  '*  beard"  the  tidings,  that  idols  and 
idtdaU-y  were  fallen,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  reigned 
triumphant ;  they  heard,  and  "  were  glad ;  the 
"  daughters  of  Judah,"  or  Christian  churches,  "  rer 
"joiced"  in  the  Holy  GhoBl,  with  joy  unspeakable, 
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'^  becaufle  of  these  judgements"  of  their  God  upon 
his  enemies,  whereby  he  evinced  himself  supericNr  to 
the  powers  Qf  the  earth,  and  the  gods  of  the  nations. 
Thus,  at  the  fall  of  Babylon,  it  is  said.  Rev.  xviii.  90. 
"  Rejoice  over  her,  tbou  heaven,  and  ye  holy  apos- 
"tles  and  pn^bets,  for  God  hath  avenged  yon  on 
"her."i  And  Euaebius  speaks,  in  the  following 
terms,  of  the  .times  under  Gonstantine,  which  suc- 
ceeded the  overthrow  of  Maxentius  and  Maximin  ; 
"  A  bright  and  glorious  day.  no  cloud  overshadowing 
"it,  did. enlighten,  with  rays  of  heavenly  light, 
"the  cfaarchea  of  Christ  over  all  the  eartb ; — and 
"  among  all  Christians  there  was  an  inexpressible  . 
"  joyi'Sntl  A  ^B^^f  celestial  gladness."  Ecclesiast 
Hist  b.  X.     .     ,  •  -  . 

10.  Ye  that, love  the  Lord,  hate  evil:  he  pre- 
wrveth  thfi  mule,  of  his  saints,  ■kedeUoereth  them 
out  of  the  hand-  of  the  wicked. 

Having .  sung;  the  glory  of  the  Redeemer,  the 
Psalmist  delineates  the  duty  of  the  redeemed.  They 
are  characterized  by  their  "  love  of  God  ;"  they  are 
eajoined.  to  "  hate  evil ;"  this  hatred  isj  indeed,  a 
consequence,  andasure  prooi^iof  that  iove,  when 
it  is  genuine  and  sincere.  Religion,  most: be ' rooted 
in  the  heart,  and  spring  from  thence.  A  Christian 
mnat  not  only  serve  God  outwardly,  but  must 
inwardly  "  love"  him ;  he  must  not  content  himself 
with  abstaining  from  overt  acts  of  sin,  but  must 
truly  **  hate"  it.  They  who  do  so,  are  "  the  saints 
"  of  God,  whose  souls  he  preserveth"  from  evil,  and 
will  finally  "  deliver"  from  the  evil  one,  and  his 
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» 1]y  a  bappy  death,  ftod  a  gloriont  mar- 
rection. 

U.  lag^  u  nownfor  the  rigJUeous  /  and  glad' 
neaafortke  upri^  trt  kMorl, 

Howevn*  gloomy  our  profpects  may  st  a»y  time 
be^  let  OB  wait  patienUy,  as  the  hmfaandniMi  dotti. 
all  the  winter,  in  expectition  of  a  fwton  crop,  from 
the  seed  t^rhich  lieth  baried  in  the  emtii.  "  JUgbt 
"  and  g^ncw  are  town  for  ttie  rigfateoin  and  tnw 
"  hearted,"  thoogh  they  may  not  yet  appear ;  the 
seed-time  is  in  this  worid ;  Um  haireit  will  be  ki  that 
to  come.  "  In  dne  season  we  shaD  reap,  if  we  flUnt 
,  "  not"     Gal.  TL  9. 

13.  Rejoice  m  the  Lord,  ye  r^kteoua  ;  and  ght 
thtrnka  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holineu. 

TribulatioB  itsdf,  therefbce,  should  not  prttent 
our  *'  rejiHcittg  in  Jehovah  oar  ri^teonnMBf^**  wbo 
justifieth  us  from  our  bids;  ho  adVcnity  ought  to 
make  na  negligent  in  celebrating,  with  tfauiks^ving, 
tbe  "  GoBimemoratioDS  of  bit  betilieai,''  wtucdl  tbe 
chnrdi  hath  appmnted  to  be  obsemd ;  to  the  eni 
that  we  may  always  remember,  with  gratitude,  how 
great  tlungs  be  halfa  done  for  us  already,  and  reflecAk 
with  comfiKt,  on  tiiose  much  greater  things  which  be 
hadt  pronriied to  do  forns  bensftar. 
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NINETEENTH  DAY.— EVENING  PRAYER. 

PSALM    XCVIII. 


In  this  evangelical  hymn,  the  Prophet,  1 — S.  extols 
the  miracles,  the  victory,  the  salvation,  the  righ- 
teousness, the  mercy,  and  tnitb*  of  the  Redeemer  ; 
on  accoant  of  which^  4—9.  he  calk  npon  man, 
and  the  whole  cnatioa,  to  r^oeee  and  pnusa 
Jehovah. 

1.  O  gingwUo  tkeLoKDanem  tong, Jhr he haih 
done  marveUoua  tking»  ;  hi$  right  hand  and  Ac> 
ko^  arm  k*th  gotten  km  the  vie^ry, 

Naur  nereiCB  and  wonders  demand  new  songs. 
And  wh«t  mercies,  what  wonders,  can  be  compared 
with  those  wrought  by  the'  boly  Jeans  ?  "  Go  and 
*'  tiA  John,"  saith  he  to  Jolm^  discipkB ;  go  and 
tell  all  the  world,  saith  he  to  his  own  disciples,  "  the 
"  thiwgs  which  ye  see  and  bear ;"  the  manrelloas 
things  which  I  do  to  the  bodies  and  to  the  souls  of 
DMA.  **  The  Uiad  receive  their  sight,"  and  the 
ignennt  minds  are  Hiyghtened  w^h  knowledge; 
**  die  lame  walk,"  and  strength  is  commanicated  to 
impoteKt  soak ;  "  the  lepers  are  cleansed,"  and  tbe 
lasciviont  rendered  chaste ;  "  the  deaf  hear,"  and 
tke  obstiiiate  listen  to  insdrnctioB  and  r^roof ;  "  the 
^  dead  are  vaised,"  and  sinnos  justified;  "the 
"  GkMpel  is  preached,"  md  the  world  converted. 
**  His  own  ti^  hand,  and  bis  boly  arm,"  hath  done 
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these  marvelloas  things^  without  and  against  all 
worldly  powers  not  by  spear  and  sword,  but  by 
patience  and  charity,  he  hath  *'  gotten  the  victory^" 
and  gained  the  glorious  day. 

3.  The  Lord  hath  made  known  his  salvation :  his 
righteousness  hath  he  openly  showed  in  the  sight  of 
the  heathen. 

The  "  salvation"  of  Jehovah  was  "  made  known" 
by  the  preaching  of  Christ  himself  in  Judea.  for  the 
space  of  tiiree  yeais ;  his  '*  righteousness,"  whereby 
■inaers  are  justified,  .was. "openly  showed,"  by  the 
sermons  of  his  apostles,  "  in  the  sight  of  ike  bea- 
"  then."  Still  let  that  saivation  be  made  known, 
still  let  that  rigfateousoeisbe  openly  showed,  by  the 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  until'  the  fulness  of  the 
Gentiles  be  come  in,  and  .the  .remnaat  of  the  Jews 
converted ;  until  antichrist  be  overthrown,  and  death 
himself  fallen  before  the  aU-conqueriog  cross. 

3.  He  hu^remetpbered.his  merc^.and  truth  to- 
wards the  house  t^,  Israel  :■  alt  the  ends  ofthejearth 
have  seen  the  salvation  of  our  God. 

In  sending  the  Mestiab,j  God  showed  himself 
aiindful  of  the  promises,  which' '/ meicy"  proo^ted 
bira  to  make,  and  "truth''  required  him  to  per- 
form. The&e  promises  were  made  to  "  the  bouse  of 
'"  Israel;"  to  the  lost  sheep  of  that  house,  Chiist 
declared  hinisi^  sent;;  andthtt:mpD9tleB«fiared!6al- 
ration  first  to  the  Jews :  but  to  tfaem^Hi  was  nevef  in- 
-ended  that  evangelicBlbkamigs^shottld  be  ciwfined- 
The  prophets  spake  in  plaiatermsof  the  «f^l  of  the 
Gentiles,  who  were  to  ..be  adored  Into  the  holy 
family,  and  made  the  children  of  Abraham. .  The 
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Ghnpel  was  accordiogly  preacbed  to  the  nattoofl,  the 
apiDstles  made  tfaeir  progress  throu^  the  world,  and 
"  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  saw  the  salvation  of  God." 
The  Jews  felt  from  the  faith  of  their  fothers,  and,  to 
this  day,  continue  in  their  apostasy.  And  are  not 
the  Gentiles,  in  Uieir  turn,  falling  away,  after  the 
same  eutmple  of  nnbelief  ?  "  Remember,"  yet  once 
again,  O  Lord,  thy  "  mercy  and  troth  toward  the 
"  hoQse  of  Israel ;"  yet  once  again  let  "  all  the  ends 
"  of  the  earth  see  thy  salvation." 

4.  Make  a  jotffid  noise  unto  the  Lobo,  all  tke 
earth  •  make  a  loud  hoi$e,  and  rejoice,  and  sing 
praise.  5.  Sing  unto  tke  Lokd  with  the  harp  ;  with 
(Ae  harp,  and  tke  voice  of  a  psalm.  6.  With 
trumpets  and  Bound  of  comet  make  ajojfful  noise 
before  the  Lord  the  King. 

The  Psalmist,  beholding  in  spirit  the  accomplish* 
ment  of  the  promises,  tfae  advent  of  Christ,  and  the 
g^ory  of  his  kingdom,  thinks  it  criminal  in  any 
creature  to  be  silent;  he  bids  the  whole  earth  break 
forth  into  joy,  «nd  exult  in  God  our  Saviour,  with 
every  token  of  gratitude  and  thankfulness ;  with 
voices,  and  instrnments  of  all  kinds,  in  perfect  har- 
mony, viiih  tempers  and  affections  according  in  like 
manner,  men  are  enjoined  to  sound  aloud  the  praises 
of  their  great  Redeemer. 

7.  Let  the  sea  roar,  and  the  fulness  thereof;  the 
world,  and  tkeif  that  dmsU  therein.  8.  Let  the 
Jtoods  clap  their  hands,  let  the  hills  be  joj^ful  to- 
gether, 9.  Before  the  Lokd;  for  he  Cometh  to  judge 
the  earth :  with  righteottsnesa  shiUl  he  jvdgs  the 
world,  and  the  people  vyiih  egui^.  * 

vou  II.  N 
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The  inftnimate  parts  of  creation  an  called  upon 
to  bear  tbeir  parts  in  the  new  songj  and  to  fill  op  the 
anirenal  choms  of  preiieand  tbanksgirin^,  in  honour 
of  him  that  sitteUi  upon  the  throne.  Ov,  periiapi, 
the  converted  Heathen  nations  are  intended  nnder 
the  6gure8  of  the  "  sea,"  the  "  rivers,"  and  the 
"  Mils/'  aiad  their  exultations  expressed  by  the  noise 
of  nony  waten,  Uieir  beauty  and  fnitfulness  by 
those  t^  die  bills,  when,  crowned  with  plenty,  they, 
as  it  were,  laugh  and  sing,  at  the  approach  of  harvest. 
The  subjected  this  general  joy  is,  as  before,  in  Psalm 
xcvi.  13.  the  advent  of  Messmh  to  reform  the  worU, 
to  execute  judgement  «pon  the  wicked,  and  to  esta- 
blish a  kingdom  of  righteousness  upon  the  earth. 
We  expect  bis  second  advent  to  restore  all  things,  to 
judge  the  world,  to  condemn  his  eaenies,'  and  to 
b^Q  his  "'prions"  reign.  Then  shall  heaven 
and  earth  rejoice,  and  the  joy  of  the  redeemed  iltt^ 
be  full. 

PSALM   XCIX 

ARGDHENT. 

Under  images  borrowed  from  the  old  dispcnsatioa, 
the  Prophet  celebrates,  1.  the  reign  of  Messirii, 
and  the  submission  of  his  enemies;  "2 — 4.  his  ex- 
altation, holiness,  power,  and  justice  ;  which,  5. 
men  are  exh<»ted  to  acknowledge  and  adore. 
6 — 9,  Tbc  examples  of  ^o8«s,  Auon,  and 
SaoHiel,  are  iotfodiKed,  to  encoari^  us  in  wor- 
flipping  and  serving  our  €kK|  ai\d  SaTieac 
8 
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I.  The  VoKD  rei^netk,  la  the  peopie  tremble :  ht 
akteth  between  the  therubims  ;  kl  the  earth  be 
imved,  or,  bow. 

Jehovah  reigneth  in  the  Christian  churcbj  as  he  did 
of  old  In  liw  Jewish  temple ;  when  he  appeared 
between  (he  <4wrabi«w  in  the  holy  of  holies,  in  the 
form  and  likeness  of  «  max,  encompassed  with 
**  glorf  '  Ezek.  i.  36.  Numb.  rii.  89. ;  he  sebdaed 
the  enemies  of  Israel,  when  ^y  ra^ed  most  fariottsly 
against  his  people ;  he  will  also  bring  inkxabjection 
tile  adversaries  cf  the  Gospel,  and  fifmlly  render  vs 
victorious  over  the  powers  of  darkness.  The  passions 
and  affections  may  mutiny  end  re/bel ;  bat  if  CSirist 
reign  in  the  heart  by  feHh,  they  most  «oon  tren^le  ' 
and  submit. 

%.  7%e  LovD  is  ^ree^  in  ISian,  and  ke  is  high 
above  att  people.  3.  Let  tkempraise  tky-great  and 
teiTtMe  rtome;  for  it «  hoUf. 

The  power  and  pre-eminence  of  the  Redeemer, 
wftom  DO  creature  is  able  to  resist,  are  reasotis  why 
^  riiould  SSTC  themselves,  by  yielding  in  time  to  bis 
sceptre ;  by  taking  the  benefit  of  his  protection, 
insteed  of  incurring  his  displeasare ;  by  **  praising 
**  fns  great,  terrible,  and  holy  name,"  instead  of  waf- 
fering  the  almlghly  vengeance,  which  be,  who  owns 
that  Kama,  can  infiict 

4.   Tfte  Xtng-'s  strength  «fe»  imxtk  judgement ; 

fftra  dost  estabU^  eqmttf,  thouexeeuteatJudgemeiU 

and  righteomness  in  Jacob,    5.  Exaitye  fAe  Lmsa 

our  God,  andworak^  ttt  kiifoolttoot;  for  Jf»  is  Ao^. 

For  although  the  "  strength"  of  oot  King  be 


^cbv  Google 


leo  A  COMMENTARY  [psalm  09. 

infinite,  yet  it  is  never  exerted,  but  in  "  righ- 
"  teousness"  and  just  "judgement,"  which  are  his 
delight:  they  compose  the  firm  basis  of  his  throne, 
and  direct  his  vrhole  administration.  Impenitent 
rebels  must  feel  the  weight  of  his  arm,  and  none  can 
accuse  the  justice  of  their  punishment :  but  in  all 
other  cases,  he  is  "  mighty  only  to  save :"  Isa.  Ixiii.  1. 
This  holiness  of  his  proceedings,  this  due  tempera- 
ment'of  justice  with,  mercy,  the  redeemed  are  ex- 
horted to  acknowledge  and  to  proclaim,  falling  down 
before  thethrone,  and  uttering  theangelical  trisagion, 
"  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God  Almighty,  which 
"  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come." 

6.  Moses  and  Aaron  among  his  priests,  or,  chief 
rulers,  and  Samuel  among  them  that  call  upon  his 
name;  they  called  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  answered 
them.  7.  He  spake  urOo  them  in  the  cloudy  pillar  : 
they  kept  his  testimonies,  and  the  ordinance  that  he 
gave  them. 

To  encourage  the  faithful  in  the  worship  of  God, 
the  examples  of  Moses,  Aaron,  and  Samuel,  are  ad- 
duced, men  of  like  infirmities  with  ourselves,  whose 
prayers  were  heard,  both  for  themselves  and  others, 
and  answers  were  returned  to  them  from  the  mystic 
"  cloud,"  that  symbol  of  the  divine  presence,  which, 
for  a  while,  was  itinerant  with  the  camp  in  the  wil- 

-.d^neBS,  and  then  became  fixed  in  the  tabernacle  at 
Shiloh  till  its  last  removal  to  mount  Sion.     These 

.men  were  heard  through  the  intercession  of  the  great 
Mediator,  whom  they  represented.    Through  that 

-same  intetcession,  our  prayers  also  are  heard,  if  we 
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"  keep  his  testimonies,  and  the  ordinances  that  he 
"  hath  given  us."  . 

8.  7%ou  answeredst  them,  O  Lord  our  God: 
thou  wast  a  God  that  forgaveat  them,  though 
thou  tookett  vengeance  of  their  inventions. 

The  construction  of  the  verse  seems  to  be  this : 
*'  O  Lord  our  God,  thou  didst  hear,  or  answer 
"  them/'  that  is,  the  afore- mentioned  typical  me- 
diators, Moses,  Aaron,  and  Samuei ;  *'  thou  be- 
"  cam^t  a  forbearing-  God  for  them,"  or,  at  their 
intercession  ;  and  that,  "  even  >fhen  punishing,"  or, 
vrhen  thou  hadst  begun,  to  p.unish,  *'  the.  wicked 
"  deeds  of  them,"  that  is,  not  of  Moses,  Aaron,  and 
Samuel,  but  of  the  people,  who  had  transgressed, 
and  for  whom  they  interceded.  This  was  the  case, 
when  Moses  interceded  for  the  idolaters;  Exod. 
xxxii.  33.  Aaron  for  the  schismatics;  Numb.  xvi. 
47.  andiSamuel  for  the  whole  nation ;  1  Sam.  vii.  9. 
"  Pray  one  for  another,'*  saith  an  apostle  to  Chris- 
tians, "  that  ye  may  be  healed :  the  effectual  fervent 
"  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much."  James 
v.  16. 

9.  Exalt  the  Lord  our  God,  and  loorskip  at  his 
holi/  hiU:  for  the  Lord  our  God  is  holy. 

The  Psalmist  repeats  his  exhortation,  enforced  by 
the  preceding  examples  of  Moses,  Aaron,  and 
Samuel,  and  again  invites  all  people  to  worship  a 
•*  holy"  God  in  a  ""  holy"  place,  and  to  adore  the 
consummate  rectitude  of  all  his  proceedings,  singing, 
with  the  spirits  above,  "  Great  and  marvellous  are 
"  thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty ;  just  and  true  are 
*'  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  saints."    Rev.  xv.  3. 
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PSALM   C. 


Tlie  PsalmiBt  invites  all  the  world  (o  join  nifh  the 
Israelites  in  the  service  of  him  who  was  kind  and 
gracious  ta  them  beyond  expression.  Accovd- 
ingly.  we  Ckristiam  bow  prcq;kerly  use  this  Psala 

-  in  acknowledgement  ai  Qod'h  wonderfdl  law  to 
tis  in  Christ ;  by  whom  we  o^r  ap  oHttinuelly 
spiritual  sacrifices,  for  redeeming'  ns  by  the 
sacrlflce  which  he  made  of  himself;  for  making 
,  the   world  anew,   and  creating  us  again  unto 

;  gpod  works ;  accordii^  to  bia  fiiithful  jpromises, 
which  wfe  «wy  depend  t^H>n  £or  ever. 

VjenaoL. 

1.  MtUtB  ajoj^ui  noise  unta  the  Lobb^  all  3^ 
lands :  %  Serve  the  LoiU>  with,  gladness :  come  be^ 
fore  his  presence  unlh  singing. 

The  Prophet  addresseth  himself  to  "  all  lands," 
or  to  "  all  the  earth ;"  to  Gentiles,  as  well  as  Jews. 
He  exhcHTteth  them  to  "  make  a  joyful  noise,"  a  noise 
like  that  of  the  tnimpets  at  the*  time  of  jubilee,  a 
sound  of  universal  triiimj)h  and,  exifltation,  in  honour 
of  "  Jehovah/'  now  become  their  Lord  and  Saviour. 
The  service  t^  this  our  Master  is  perfect  freedom ;  U 
is  a  service  of  love,  a  freedom  from  Pharaoh  and  tbe 
lask-mastecs,  from  Satan  and  our  own  impecious 
lusts ;  it  is  a  redemption  from  the  moat  cruel  bond- 
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igCy  i»to  Che  g^kms  liberty  of  the  looa  irf  G«d. 
Let  m  UKsvfbre  do  as  wc  sre  oomnuiaded ;  let  us 
"■  serve  tbe  Lord  with  gladness ;"  and  when  we  COOMt 
"  before  bb  presence"  in  the  temple,  let  it  be  '*  with 
"  ringings"  t»  the  praise  and  glory  of  our  Redeemer. 
Tbas  he  ia  semd  in  heaven,  and  thus  be  deli^teth 
to  be  served  oa  eartli. 

3.  Ktumife  that  the  Lor»  he  is  Gitd,  it  it  Ae  that 
AotA  made  M8,  and  not  we  ourstiDes;  weare  Ais 
people,  and  the  akeep  of  hi»  ptuture.  Or,  He  hath 
made  uoy  and  toe  are  his*,  his  people,  and  the  sheep 
«fkiapa»twe. 

The  motirei  here  oi^;ed  for  serving  and  praiang 
Jehovah,  are  the  same  with  those  atKv4e,  in  Psalm 
uv.  6^  7.  nanely,  thatihe  is  our  "  God,"  engaged 
bycorenant  on  onr  behalf;  that  hifl  baoda  created 
OB,  and  bare  aince  new-  created  us;  (faM  we  stand  in 
the  peculiar  rriation  of  bia  "  peopk^"  whom  be  hatb 
chosMi  to  hiuwolf,  and  over  whom  he  presideth  ai 
King ;  that  we  are  "  the  sheep  of  his  pasture,"  for 
whom  tfao  good  Shepherd  laid  down  his  life,  and 
whom  he  nourisheth,  by  the  w(»d  and  sacraments, 
unto  eternal  lifet.  These  are  pMUts  which  every 
GbrifltiaH  ought  to  "  know"  and  believe,  unto  bis 
sotd's  bealth.  Aad  whoever  doth  know  then  aright, 
will  ever  be  ready  with  hmrt  and  voice  to  obey  the 
iajunctioa  wtueh  fdleweth  ia  the  next  verae. 

*  "  I  an  penuaded  that  tbe  Maaoretical  correction  fVl  (&nd 
"  ffe  are  hit)  is  i^ht :  tbe  construction  and  parallelism  both  fa- 
"vourit,"  SishopLoWTK.  A  correspondent  sU^esta-^H^jlit 
not  the  clause  be  tendered  iBt«rrogadvetj — "  Ai«  not  w«  felt 
"'  people,  and  tbe  sheep  of  his  pasture?" 
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4.  £nter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiomg,  and 
into  Ma  eourt»  with  praise :  be  thtaikftd  unto  km, 
and  bless  his  name. 

The  Christian  charch  is  a  temple,  whose  "  gat^" 
stand  continually  open,  for  the  admission  of  the  na- 
tions from  all  the  four  quarters  of  the  world.  Rev. 
xxi.  13.  2b.  Into  the  "  courts"  of  this  temple, 
which  are  now  truly  "  courts  of  the  Gentiles,"  all 
men  are  invited  to  come,  and  offer  their  evangelical 
sacrifices  of  "  confession  and  praise ;"  to  exprew 
their  gratitude  to  their  Saviour,  and  "  bless"  his 
gracious  and  hallowed  "  name."  How  pinions  will 
be  that  day,  which  shall  behold  the  everlasting  gates 
of  heaven  lifting  np  their  heads,  and  disclosing  to 
view  those  courts  above,  into  which  the  children  of 
the  resurrection  are  to  enter,  th&n;,  with  angels  and 
archangels,  to  dwell  and  sing  for  evermore ! 

5.  For  the  Lord  is  good  ;  his  mercy  is  everlast' 
jng:  and  his  truth  endureth  to  all  generations. 

"  Jehovah  is  good ;"  he  is  the  source  of  all  beauty 
and  perfection  in  the  creature;  bow  altogether  lovely 
must  he  needs  be  in  himself!  *'  His  mercy  is  ever- 
"  lasting,"  extending  through  time  into  eternity ;  and 
"  his  truth,"  or  fidelity  in  accomplishing  his  promises, 
"  endureth  to  all  generations,"  evidenced  to  the 
whole  race  of  mankind,  from  Adam  to  his  last  bom 
son.  The  Psalms  which  celebrate  these  attributes, 
will  never,  therefore,  be  out  of  date,  but  each  suc- 
cessive generation  will  chant  them  with  fresh  pro- 
priety, and  fresh  delight,  until  by  saints  and  angels 
thay  aiesung  new  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 
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In  the  person  of  David,  advanced  to  the  throne  of 
Israel,  we  hear  King  Messiah  declaring  how  he 
iitteiiiled  to  walk,  and  to  govern  his  bousehdd  the 
church ;  andalso  describingthe  qualifications  which 
he  should  require  in  his  ministers  and  servants. 

1 .  I  toiU  sing  of  merty  and  judgement :  unto 
ihee,  O  Lord,  wtH  I  sing. 

David,  having  determined  to  sing  unto  Jehovah, 
chooseth  for  his  theme  ''  mercy  and  judgement ;" 
either  that  mercy  which  God  hath  shown  to  him,  and 
thatjudgement  which  hath  been  inflicted  on  his  ene- 
mies ;  or  else,  that  upright  administration  of  mercy 
and  jodgement,  with  which  he  himself  intended  to 
bless  his  people.  The  righteous  administration  of 
mercy  and  judgement  in  the  kingdom  of  Messiah,  is 
a  topic  on  which  his  subjects  always  expatiate  with 
pleasure  and  proflt.  His  mercy  encourageth  the 
greatest  of  sinners  to  hope;  his  judgements  forbid 
the  best  of  men  to  presume. 

3.  I  toiU  behave  myself  wisely  m  a  perfect  way  : 
0  when  vnlt  thou  come  unto  me  f  IwiUwatkwithm 
my  house  with  a  perfect  heart. 

In  return  for  the  favours  of  Heaven,  we  hear  the 
Israelitish  monarch  declaring  bis  resolution,  to  set 
his  court  and  kingdom  an  example  of  true-wisdom, 
and  unshaken  integrity  ;  at  the  same  Unie,  sighing 
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for  that  Tiulation  of  divine  grace,  which  alone  eoold 
enable  him  to  pat  his  reBdotion  in  practice — "  O 
"  when  wilt  thou  come  unto  me  ?"  This  was  ever  the 
voice  of  the  church,  longiBg  foe  the  presence  of  God 
in  human  nature,  "  O  when  wilt  thou  come  onto 
"  me  ?"  And  this  must  ever  be  the  wish  of  a  Christian, 
who  ktioweth  that  though  in  himself  he  b^  nothing, 
yet  that  be  can  do  ett  things  through  ChrIsC,  ftfao 
strengthenetfa  him  by  his  Spirit  in  the  vmbr  man. 
Messiah  was  the  oaly  king  of  Urad,  whose  life 
held  forth  to  his  subjects  a  pattern  of  vnsdom  and 
righteousness,  and  whose  death  procured  them 
grace,  in  their  different  measures  and  degrees,  to 
fdlow  iL 

3.  /  mill  Bet  no  wicked  thing  bf/ore  mine  g/e«  .■  / 
Aofe  the  work  of  them  that  ttan  aside,  it  ahaU  mH 
cleave  to  me. 

"  I  will  set  no  widied  thing  before  mine  eyea ;" 
that  ii^  I  will  not  prt^se  to  myself,  or  think.  «S  cu< 
lying  into  execnticw,  any  miqifitous  scheme  <tf  poli- 
tics, however  advantageoaa  and  temptkig  it  utay 
appear;  I  will  turn  away  my  eyes  and  my  atteation^ 
and  reject  it  at  once  :  "  1  hate  the  work  of  tbentkuA 
"  tnra  ^de;"  of  them  who,  in  their  counsels  and 
their  actions,  deviate  from  the  divine  law  to  serve 
their  own  interest ;  "  it  shall  not  cletfve  to  me ;" 
■0  such  corrupt  priqt^Ie  sbatl  adhere  to  my  soul,  or 
find  a  place  in  my  aflectionai.  How  noble  a  resolu- 
tion for  a  king  to  make ;  bat  how  diBicQlt  an  one  for 
a  king  to  keep  !  Thou  only,  O  King  t)£  Rigbtetraa- 
ness,  didst  never  set  any  wicked  thing  before  UiiM» 
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eya;  thou  oalj  hadst  a  perfect  wenion  t*  tfae  wyft 
of  Iraiugvessoni. 

4.  Afroward  heart  shall  depart  from  me :  imtt 

Ab  is  die  kin^,  b»  will  be  tbe  court ;  a>  is  tiw 
master  of  the  boute,  each  will  be  tboie  of  hia  hpuM- 
kold.  DaTidi  bariDg^  rewbed  to^  "  mlk  witbia  his 
"  boose  with  a  perfect,"  a  sincere  aad  qpfigbt "  heartt" 
^tenndDM  at  tbe  Game  time  to  upet  from  ^ace  tA 
iriiose  beartt  were  perverted  and  depraved :  as  be 
WQuld  "  set  no  wicked  thinjf  before  bis  eyes,"  so 
neitkeiiwouU  be  fotm  any  ooBnexions  viritb  "  wicked 
"  peraom ;"  tbey  shoald  not  be  «£  bis  ac()«aiittaBcer 
noch  less  sfaonkl  Ibej  be  his  fafowiteaw  In  tbe 
saaie  manner  apesketb  our  hearenly  Kins,  witb  re- 
gard to  tbe  appoiotment  of  his  ministera  and  servants 
-""  I  know  you  not^  whence  yoa  are ;  d^>art  fron 
"  me,  all  ye  worken  of  iniqaity."     Lobe  xiii.  S7, 

5.  WhMo  privily  slanderelh  hi»  neighbowTf  him 
wUi  J  cut  off:  him  that  hath  an  high  look,  and  a 
proud,  or,  ecatended,  and  Uterefore,  insatiable,  heart, 
will  not  I  suffer. 

Detmction,  annrbition,  and  avarke,  are  three  weeds  , 
wbich  spring  and  floiuisb  in  tbe  rich  soil  of  a  courtt 
Tbe  Psalmist  declareth  his  resolution  to  undertake 
the  difficult  task  of  eradicating  them^  for  the  benefit 
of  his  people,  that  Isra^itM  might  not  be  harassed 
by  infof  men,  or  oppressed  by  inaoLent  and  rapacious 
Bunitters.  Shall  we  imagine  these  f  ices  leas  odious 
in  tbe  eyes  of  that  King,  whose  chara^er  was  com- 
posed of  humihty  and  charity  ?  or  will  Christ  admit 
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thoM  tempcsn  into  the  court  of  heaven,  which 
Darid  determined  to  exclude  from  his  court  upon 
earth  ? 

6.  Mine  eyes  shall  be  upon  the  faUhfid  of  the 
land,  that  they  may  dmell  icith  me :  he  that  waUc- 
eth  in  a  perfect  way,  he  shall  serve  me. 

The  "  eyes"  of  princes  cannot  be  better  employed 
than  in  looking  around  them,  in  order  to  choose, 
fi*om  among  their  own  subjects,  fit  and  able  men  to 
transact  the  public  business;  men  of  inviolable 
"  fidelity,"  and  unshaken  inleg^ty ;  men  who  know 
how  to  think  aright,  and  how  to  speak  what  they 
think ;  men  likewise  who  "  walk  in  the  pert^Kt  way" 
of  holiness,  who  do  not  disgrace  their  politics  by  their 
lives,  or  prejudice  their  master's  cause  by  their  sins, 
more  than  they  can  ever  advance  it  by  their  abilities. 
Bishops  may  be  called  the  "  eyes"  of  Chrut ;  they 
are  to  "  overiook"  his  people,  and  we  pray  him  at 
the  seasons  of  ordination,  "  so  to  guide  and  govern 
"  their  minds,  that  they  may  faithfiilly  and  wisely 
"  make  choice  of  fit  persons  to  serve  in  the  sacred 
"  ministry  of  the  church." 

7.  He  that  toorketh  deceit  akall  not  dweil  within 
my  house :  he  that  telleth  lies  shaU  not  tarry  in 
my  sight. 

To  pui^e  a  court  of  "  deceit"  and  "  falsehood," 
was  a  resolution  worthy  Kjtig  David,  worthy  ^e 
representative  of  him,  w^o  styleth  himself  the 
TRUTH,  from  whose  heavenly  palace  and  city  will  be 
for  ever  excluded,  as  St  John  informeth  us,  "  who- 
"  soever  loveth  and  maketh  a  ur."    Rev.  xxii.  J5. 
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8.  IwUl  earkf  destroy  all  the  imcked  of  the  land: 
that  I  may  cut  off  aU  wicked  doers  from  the  city  of 
the  Lord. 

Every  earthly  prince  should  consider  himself  as 
,  raised  to  a  throne,  and  invested  with  power,  "  for 
"  the  punishment  of  wickedness  and  vice,  and  the 
"  maintenance  of  God's  true  religion  and  virtue." 
"  Early,"  therefore,  in  the  "  morning"  of  bis  retgn, 
he  should  set  about  the  work  of  reformation,  that  so 
the  blessings  of  heaven  tuay  descend  upon  himself 
and  his  people,  according  to  the  infallible  promises 
of  the  Most  High.  And  let  each  individual,  in  like 
manner,  and  for  the  same  reason,  be  zealous  and  di- 
ligent to  reform  his  own  heart  and  ways,  ever  mind- 
fid  of  that  future  most  awful  morning,  when  the 
King  of  Righteousness  shall  "  cut  off,"  with  the 
sword  of  eternal  judgement,  "  all  wicked  doers  from 
"  that  city  of  Jehovah,"  the  new  and  heavenly  Jeru- 
salem. 


TWENTIETH  DAY.— MORNING  PRAYER. 
PSALM  CII. 

ARODHENT. 

This  Psalm  is  entitled,  "  A  prayer  of  the  afflicted, 
"  when  he  is  overwhelmed,  and  poureth  oat  his 
"  complaint  before  the  Lord."  It  seems  to  have 
been  written,  during  the  captivity,  by  one  of  the 
prophets,  who,  like  Daniel  in  parallel  circum- 
stances, I,  S.  maketh  supplication  before  his  God, 
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S— II.  aettethfortb,  in  the  nmst  sffecting strains. 
Ids  wretched  and  sorrowful  estate,  or  rather,  per- 
haps, that  of  JeniBalem,  which  he  personates ;  13. 
he  cotnforteth  himselfj  by  reflecting  on  the  eter- 
nity and  immutability  of  Jehovah;  13^22.  he 
l^diotetb  ftod  describettt  the  restoration  c^ 
Sion,  with  facr  eBjBi^;eiDeBt  by  the  accesstoa  of 
the  Gentites,  wben  Messiah  shall  bare  Tinted 
and  redeemed  her ;  S3,  ^.  he  retumeth  sgani 
to  his  lamentations  ;  bat  25 — 28.  again  reposeth 
bis  confidence  on  him  who  created  all  things, 
and  who  would  not  ^1  to  make  good  his  word 
and  promise,  if  not  to  the  geoeration  then  prfr- 
eent,  yet  to  IlKir  posterity.  Tbis  is  the  fifth  aS 
tiiose  styted  *'  Penitential  PMlms  ;"  and  St.  I^nl, 
Heb.  i.  10.  hath  asserted,  that  it  is  addressed 
to  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  and  Saviour  of  the 
world. 

1.  Hear  my  prayer,  O  Lord,  and  let  my  cry 
come  unto  thee.  2,  Hide  not  thy  face  from  me 
in  the  day  when  I  am  in  trouble  ;  incline  thine 
ear  unto  me :  in  the  day  when  I  call,  answer  me 
speedily. 

Sin  and  aonroir  fet:e  *'  prayers"  «nd  "  cries" 
&om  the  «ms  of  Adam.  The  first  petition  here 
preferred  is,  that  these  prayers  and  cries  may  be 
"  heard"  in  heaven.  The  day  of  human  life  is  "  a 
"  day  of  trouble,"  a  day  of  darkness  and  gloominess, 
which  nothing  can  brighten,  but  the  light  of  Cod's 
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"  couirti«nanee ;"  nottnog  can  render  comfbrtafcle, 
but  a  "  speedy  answer"  of  mfO'cy  and  peace  {zom 
above. 

3.  For  my  dt^»  are  consumed  awMf  like,  or,  in, 
tmoke,  trad  my  bones  are  burtU  aa  an  hearth,  or, 
afire-hrand. 

Tbe  effects  of  extreme  ^ief  on  tbe  buinan  fntinc 
are  oompued  to  those  Tvhich  fire  prodooeth  opcm 
fori.  It  exhuMta  the  radical  nmstnre,  and,  by  so 
doing,  soon  consumes  tiie  substance.  A  man's  time 
and  his  strength  ev^(»ate  in  laekacboly,  and  bis 
"  bones,"  those  pillars  and  supports  of  his  body,  be- 
come like  wood,  on  vrhich  the  fire  bath  done  its  wo^k, 
and  lefl  it  ^thont  sap,  and  wi^ont  cohesion,  '  A 
single  penitent,  or  a  whole  church,  bewailing  their 
respective  transgressions,  when  under  the  rod  of 
God,  may  sae  these  words,  and  wiU  nnderBtand  the 
foree  of  then. 

l*.  My  heta-tia  amUtenandvtUkertdi^egran: 
»o  that  I  forget  to  eat  my  hread. 

Tbe  m^apbor  is  continued,  and  tbe  "  heart"  it- 
selC  out  of  which  flow  the  streams  of  life,  is  repre- 
sented as  snfieria^  (hat  from  grief,  whidi  the  "  grass" 
of  the  field  suffers  from  the  buroiog  heat  of  the  sun : 
it  is  "  smitten,  and  withered."  And  when  grief  hath 
thus  dgwted  the  Bpiri4s,  the  man  has  m>  appetite  for 
that  feo4  which  is  to  recruit  and  ^leTate  them. 
Ahah,  amitten  with  one  kind  of  grief,  Darid  with 
aoothec,  and  Daniel  with  a.  third,  all  '*  foi^ot,"  at 
"  rdiiBed,  to  eat  their  breed:"  1  Kings  xxi.  4. 
11  San.  xti.  16.  Dan.  x.  3.  Such  nalm^  compa- 
aiom  are  "  mourning  and  fiwting." 
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5.  By  reason,  of  the  voice  of  mjr  groaning,  nuf 
bone$  cleave  to  nof  skin. 

Extremity  of  sorrow  causeth  the  flesh  to  waste, 
and  the  bones  to  press  apon  the  skin,  through  which 
■  they  are  ready  to  force  their  way.  Sickness  is  the 
chastisement  of  heaven,  inflicted  often  upon  us,  to 
supply  the  want  of  that  discipline,  which  we  shonld 
exercise  upon  ourselves.  "  For  if  we  would  judge 
"  ourselves,  we  should  not  be  judged.  But  when 
"  we  are  judged,  we  are  chastened  of  the  Ix>rd,  that 
"  we  should  not  be  condemned  with  the  world." 
1  Cor.  li.  31. 

6.  I  am  like  the  pelican  of  the  toildemesa  :  I 
am  like  an  owl,  or,  bUtem,  of  the  desert,  or,  of 
wastct  ruinoua  places.  7.  /  aateh,  and  am  as  a 
sparrow  alone  upon  the  house-top. 

The  sorrowful  man  is  naturally  desirous  of  retiring 
from  the  world,  to  vent  his  complaints  in  solitude, 
and  to  pass  the  nights  in  watchfulness  and  prayer. 
In  such  a  situation  the  true  penitent  placeth  himself, 
worthily  to  bewail  his  sins^  and  deprecate  the  judge- 
ments of  his  God.  And  in  such  a  situation  did 
captivity  place  the  daughter  of  Sion,  that  she  might 
do  likewae.  The  use  which  Daniel  made  of  it  for 
this  purpose,  may  be  seen  in  his  ixth  chapter. 

8.  Mine  enemies  reproach  me  all  the  day :  and 
<Aey  that  are  mad  against  me,  are  sworn  against  me. 

The  BcofTs  and  reproaches  of  men  are  generally 
added  to  the  chastisements  of  God ;  or  rather,  per- 
haps, are  a  part,  and  sometimes  the  bitterest  part,  of 
them.  How  the  enemies  of  Jerusalem  behaved,'  in 
the  day  of  her  calamity,  is  well  known.     How  car- 
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aal  and  angodty  men  behave  to  a  penitent,  when 
moarniiig  for  his  sins,  under  tbe  afflicting  band  of 
Hearen,  is  as  well  known, 

9.  For,  or,  Therefore,  I  have  eaten  dakea  Uke 
bread,  and  mingled  mi/  drink  with  weeing.  10. 
Because  of  thine  indignation  and  vtrath ;  for  tkou 
hast  lifted  me  i^,  and  eaei  me  down. 

By  "  eating  ashes,  and  drinking  tears,"  we  H»y 
understand  the'  same  as  if  it  had  been  said,  "  I  bare 
"  eaten  tiie  bread  of  humiliation,  and  drank  the  wa- 
"  ter  of  (Miction ;"  ashes  being  the  emblem  of  one, 
and  tears  the  consequence  of  the  other ;  while  thft' 
actions  of  "  eating  and  drinking,"  intimate  to  us  the 
fulness  and  satiety  which  the  sufferer  had  experienced 
of  both,  from  the  "  wrath  and  indignation  of  God." 
Prosperity  and  adversity  are  from  him  :  "  he  lifletii 
"  op,  and  he  casteth  down ;"  he  lifteth  up  Jerusalem 
above  all  the  earth ;  and  he  cast  her  down,  to  be 
trodden  under  foot  by  the  Gentiles. 

1 1 .  M^  days  are  like  a  shadow  that  deelineth :  and 
I  amwUhered  like  grass.  IS.  But  thou,  O  Loed, 
tkalt  endure  fbr  ever  ;  and  thy  remembrance  unto 
idl 'generations. 

A  "  shadow"  never  continueth  in  one  stay,  but  is 
still  gliding  imperceptibly  on,  lengthening  as  it  goes, 
and  at  last  vanisheth  into  daritness.  Ttie  period  of 
iti-exiBtence  is  limited  to  a  day  at  farthest.  The 
rising  sun  gives  it  birth,  and  in  that  moment  when  the 
mn  sets  it  is  no  more.  The  "  grass"  of  the  fidd, 
io  lik^  manner,  hath  a  being  of  the  same  duration. 
In  the  morning,  cloUicd  with  verdure  and  i)eauty, 
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rtfrwhetJbt  and  <teligMb  ^  eyv  •!  Uw^hcMwi 
but  th«  ev«KiB9  iikdoth  it  e«t  dov^  dtitd  «|k  wi 
withered.  Snch  is  the  life  «f  mm,  i^iuiwie  i«  to 
iMd  ^  hw  «ifti<rity*  wul  dWDfl^  pwinoft  for  kw  «fau. 
Bi^  thftek«ni*)r  9^  J«b»nH.  thie  ivAUibiUty  q£  hi 
pMniMs^  aa4  tiK  rewtiahnncft  «f  bn.ft>F««r  wwriw 
and  mercies,  conloct  ottr  hwit^  Md  WfOWOfftW 
t»,lK>p8:,nay.  ci«e«  to  vejoicti*  in  thn  n«^  9f  sorcow 
9sni  tribulstiiOB. 

fmt  the  Hmt-.  H  pnoowf-  kmiy  jteo^  tha  9tk  ftMm^  » 
«ott&  14.  .R>r  tligf  servamU  taks  pkaeuvt  in  hgf 
»lone8,  anebfmouT  the  ^tak  t^re^^ 

From  lifaiH  passage,  and  inbat  feUowo,  ijit  ai^ciU!^ 
thaft  th*  aqDf^iitfit,  intyaPMlm,  bewub  qok  onlji 
iMhovni  mi&erie^  but  thaae  oi  Ibe  diNich.  Imd 
vuB  ia  cap(i|Kitr)^^  and  Sibn  a  deeofaBioa  A  ^  tine" 
Mttwjllvitaading^  a  "  se4  time,"  theoe  wm  at  bwa^ 
when  God  bad  pcoraiMd  to  '^tcise,  aw(  to  hwre 
'^  nercy-  spwa  hei."  I'll*  boMeb,  of  hen  (dtUIdoen 
jcaanedowv  her  ruikis  ;  tfaey-lpB^editoiBMe  bwra- 
biiil%  and  ware'  neady,  wfaeneT«r  the  wonfc  <^  caait 
mand  should  be  given^  to  set  heart  an&  kaad  t^tfta 
MesBcd  wik.  Suotk  ong/bt  to  he  our  aSsctioa  to- 
nnxds  oaB  Siony  bftwaver  afflicted  wid  d^t»l»  4n 
raaj^  at^y  time>  apfear  to>h«;  audiriipiiMb*  ma 
ftuth  in  libe  pKomiseA  of  Gad  eoacBTouig  tho  fiatun 
l^rifioatioii  oC  his.  efauroh,  ai  dift  time  appointfA. 

15k  &>  Me  JhffqtAen  shaU  fear  the  Kome^tiN 
l^MHh:  oftdi  oZf  Me  Atg^a  of  the  earth.tl^  g^*»3l- 
14.  When,iif  LoBB  «A(i/^  6ut2(J  u;t  5wn«  A»«batf 
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i^p0ari$tkisgiary,  }7.  lie  mM regard  the pf*i^er 
mftke  4«fMMSi  and  Mf  AHy»£»«  tkeifpi'a^. 

The  0l»)ecl  to  wMeh  the  pi^eCa  of  old  bMI 
<Aiefly  r«ipe«l,  was  no*  only  the  dditentnce  of 
im^  frank  Bubf^'  ^^^  ^  rebtiHcHtt^  of  the  iM« 
Mrial  Ictipti^  t«l  tte  «ftt««fion  of  abiAei^,  aft4  tfre 
erectioo  of  Vatt  dwibtiatt  cbfircti,  in  On  dtr^  df 
MttsJabr^bingdMn.  "  When  iht  Ldfd"  JeAtfihus 
"  built  dp  Sio»,  be  ftppetfed  in  his  |^»y :  (he  hM^ 
"  tifen  feued  his  dARW,  end  lUI  the  kings  of  iht 
"  Mrfli"  a4w«d  bis  tae^ettf,  htchttst  be  bsd  **  te- 
**  garded  the  prayer  of  the  dcsfitvte"  A>m  of  Adant, 
in  their  worse  (ban  Babyloniftb  c&pMtf,  and  faod 
ariaea  Irims^  to  be  their  Sariour  and  (nighty  De- 
Bveref.  We,  m  these  hiter  days,  loc^  and  ptay  ftit 
tbo  aeoond  apfKaranee  of  the  same  Redeeater,  with 
power  and  gi«af  glory^  to  raise  the  dtai,  aOd  to 
httild  Qp>  fi^ofA  the  dust  a  JeniMfeiD  which  sftaU  et- 
ftitieBte  no  more  vicMsrCude^  btit  continue  for  &tet 
In  Mcbaageable  beauty  and  bfighfaesal 

la  J%i»  gheM  de  written  f&T  t^e  geA^aHotl  (a 
^sme  /  and  the  petite  ibAtcA  tkall  he  treated  ghalt 
ffidee  the  Lmd. 

The  history  of  "  (his**  re^femptlcnt  and  restoratrofi 
1^  Memiafr,  Affi  foretold;  hatii  been  ''wrffteA"  in 
iHfrGMpel  for  the  benefit  of  "  after  genetotiomr.'*  ti> 
the  end  tbftt "  the  peoj^  who  afe  creaCed"  aOew  hi 
ChilM.  Jesus'  may  tteos  ag«  to  age  praise  Jehovah, 
in  Psalms,  and  hymns,  and  spiritaid  sMgS;  a<  ft  iii 
dboe  a(  this  day  in  the  ebnrcb,  and  fmr  will  <;on- 
ftnae  to-  be  done,  til)  the  choinr  of  heftren  aivd  eaMb 
■aatt  be  tmked  before  ttre  ttirone  of  the  Larak 
o2 
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19.  For  ke  hath  looked  down  from  the  heigfU  ofkU 
sanctuary:  from  heaven  did  the  Lord  behold  the 
earth  ;  20.  To  hear  the  groaning  ofiheprisoner,  to 
loose  those  that  are  appoitUed  to  death ;  Si.  2b  de- 
clare  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  &on,  and  hia  praise 
in  Jerusalem  ;  32.  When  the  people  are  gathered 
■together,  and  the  kingdoms,  to  serve  the  Loan. 

Redemption  is  the  subject  of  praise  io  the  Chris- 
tian church  ;  and  the  process  of  that  great  work  it 
here  described  by  imag^  borrowed  from  the  tem- 
poral deliverance  and  restoration  of  IsraeL  .Ciod  is 
represented  as  looking  with  an  eye  of  pity  from 
heaven  upon  poor  mankind;  as  hearing  the  groans  of 
sinners,  fast  bound  in  the  chains  of  their  sins,  and 
sentenced  to  death  eternal ;  as  coming  down  to  for- 
give and  to  release  them  ;  that^  being  so  foi)|;iven 
and  released,  they  might  cause  the  church  to  resound 
with  his  praises,  when,  upon  the  preaching  of  the 
Gospel,  il  should  be  filled  with  converts,  assembled 
from  every  people  and  kingdom  of  the  world.  Look 
down,  O  Lord  Jesu,  yet  once  again  upon  thy  ser- 
vants, still  under  the  dominion  of  death,  and  the 
bondage  of  corruption,-  loose  these  chains,  even  these 
also,  O  Lord,  and  bring  us  6}rth  into  the  g^orioos 
liberty  of  thy  children ;  that,  with  the  whole  assembly 
of  the  redeemed,  in  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  we  may 
bless  and  praise  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever. 

23.  He  loeakened  my  strength  in  the  tat^  ;  he 
shortened  n^  dt^s. 

The  Prophet,  in  the  person  of  captive  Sion,  hav- 
'ing,  from  verse  13.  to  verse  23.  expressed  his  faith 
and  hope  in  the  promised  redemption,  now  returns  to 
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bit  moarnfal  complaints,  as  at  verse  11.  Israel- 
doubteth  not  of  Grod's  veracity,  bat  feareth  lest  hit' 
heavy  hand  should  crush  the  generadon  then  in  be-' 
iog,  before  they  sboald  behold  the  expiration  of  their 
tioobles.  They  were  in  "  the  way,"  but  their' 
"  atreogth"  was  so  "  weakened,"  and  their  "  days 
"  shortened,"  that  th^  almost  despaired  of  holding 
out  to  their  journey's  end.  A  sore  trial  hath  the 
Christian  church  to  undergo  in  the  last  days,  before 
the  second  advent  of  her  Lord  and  Saviour.  Strong 
ftith  and  invincible  patience  will  be  necessai^r,  to 
aiable  her  to  endure  until  the  end  shall  come. 

S4i.  And  I  said,  O  mf  God,  take  me  m>t  away  in 
the  mdat  ofn^  days :  thy  years  are  thToughotU  all 
generations. 

Israel  prayeth  that  the  holy  seed  might  not  be  ex- 
tirpated, and  perish  by  a  kind  of  untimely  death,  ere 
yet  t^e  promise  bad  been  made  good,  and  Sion  had 
seen  the  salvation  of  her  God.  Every  man  hath 
reason  to  pray,  thbt  Crod  would  not  "  take  him  away 
"  in  the  midst  of  his  days,"  or  call  upon  him  when 
unprepared;  but  that  time  may  be  allowed  him  to 
perfect  his  repentance,  and  to  vfork  out  his  salvation. 

35.  Of  old  hast  thou  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
earth  ;  and  the  hea-oens  are  the  work  of  thy  hands. 
36.  Thof  shall  perish,  bid  thou  shalt  endure;  yea, 
all  of  them  shall  utax  old  like  a  garment,  as  a  ves- 
ture shalt  thou  change  them,  and  thty  shall  be 
changed.  ^.  But  thou  axt  the  same,  and  t^ years 
akaU  have  no  end. 

Amidst  the  changes  and  chances  of  this  mortid. 
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Hfo.  ope  topic  of  conidatioD  will  erer  remam,  name* 
ly,  th*  ctenity  and  iromati^ity  of  Grod  oor  Savioar, 
of  bim  who  was,  and  18,  and  !i  to  eome.  Kingdonw 
and  empires  may  rise  and  fidl ;  nay,  the  heavens  and 
the  eartbt  as  they  were  originally  prodnced  and 
fnnned  by  the  word  of  Ciod,  the  Son,  or  second  pw- 
•ea  in  the  Trinity,  to  whom  the  Psalmist  hare  ad- 
dresseth  himielf,  see  Heb.  i.  10 ;  so  will  they,  at  the 
day  appointed,  be  fblded  op  ami  laid  aside,  as  an 
old  aad  worn-oat  garment ;  or,  if  the  sabstanee  re- 
imin,'  (be  present  form  and  lashion  of  them  will 
perish,  and  they  will  be  utterly  changed  and  altered 
ftOT^  the  state  in  which  tfaey  now  are.  Bat  Jehovah 
19  over  the  sanui ;  bis  years  have  no  end,  nor  can  his 
promise  fail,  any  more  than  himself.  "  Heaven  and 
"  oavth,"  aatth  he,  "  shaB  pass  away ;  but  niy  words 
*(  shall  not  pass  away."    Matt  xxiv.  35. 

98.  7%e  ckUdren  of  thff  servania  ahali  eentmue; 
tmd  their  seed  tkall  be  establiahed  before  thee. 

Whatever  be  the  fate  of  tbe  present  generation, 
whether  they  may  live  to  see  the  aceomplisbment  of 
all  that  has  been  foretdd,  or  not,  yet  tbe  word  of 
God  standfltb  sure ;  there  shall  be  always  a  church, 
and  a  holy  seed,  to  whom  the  promises  shall  be 
made  good.  They  have  already  been  ftilfilled  with 
regard  to  the  advent  of  Messiah,  and  tbe  vocation 
of  tbe  Qentiles.  Tbe  events  which  are  behind  wilt 
be  brought  forward  and  come  to  pass  in  their  seasons, 
imm  tb»  coansel  of  God  shall  be  finished,  and  every 
predictioli  receive  its  full  accon^lislHnent  In  lb* 
glarifioation  *S  the  rodeemad. 
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In  thik  «ytngetii»l  u\A  itmst  c4tnfWuMe  hymft, 
Davtd,  after,  1,  9.  «citing  ItiiAtelf  lb  the  »ofk,. 
5—5.  praiSfelh  Jehovah  fop  the  mei-ci^B  o(  i-edemp. 
tion  ;  6,  7.  celebrateth  hw  goodness  to  Moses  and 
Israel;  8 — 13.  setteth  forth  the  divine  philan- 
thropy* Huder  various  beiaatiful  ex^retaJtMs  and 
images ;  l<4k^l6.  dsecribethi  id  a  mannar  iMniHrb 
fiaHy  afi^in^,  ttifan'«  frail  abd  pbrtahftbte  Miitb  i 
but,  17,  Id.  feadeth  hiAi,  tot  cbti^ktiort,  to  iht 
everldsting  mercy  of  (jiod  th  Christ,  the  stability 
of  whose  throne  and  kingdom,  Id.  he  dectareth, 
and,  20—^.  calleth  upon  heaven  and  earth  to 
join  with  him  in  bleasing  UHt  praiiing  his  haly 
name. 

1.  BletB  th»  LfrAfi,  O  ih^  gbid  ;  otttf  A^  lAol  <ft 
iffifAm  Tne,  bleffi  hih  Ad^  name. 

The  Psalmtet,  about  \b  utter  A  »ng  of  t)Mii«i  fiM 
etideafburs  to  ftwak«n  dnd  stir  up  hift  *'  toul"  to  tM 
jdyfiil  tuk.  H«  call«th  forth  all  his  p0W6M  Attd 
ikoalttto,  '*  ftll  that  ta  wUhio  blm/*  t&ftl«t«ry  ^m. 
of  his  f^m«  may  glorify  Its  l^iour  \  that  the  unddf* 
Btandii^  may  know  him,  the  will  chttoSe  htfti,  Ae  iiSkt- 
tiong  delight  In  t)f  Ri,  the  helitt  brieve  In  blfn,  «ud  ih« 
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toDgae  confess  him.     "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul, 
"  and  all  that  is  within  me,  bless  his  holy  name." 

S.  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all 
his  benefits. 

Thanksgiving  cannot  be  sincere  and  hearty,  unless 
a  man  bear  impressed  upon  his  mind,  at  the  time,  a 
quick  sense  of  "  benefits"  received;  and  " benefits" 
we  are  most  of  us  apt  to  *'  foi^t ;"  those,  especially, 
which  are  conferred  upon  us  by  God.  Therefore 
David  repeateth  his  self-awakening  call,  and  sum- 
moneth  all  his  powers  of  recollection,  that  none  of 
the  divine  favours  might  continue  unnoticed  and  on- 
acknowledged.  A  catalogue  of  such  particular  mer- 
cies, temporal  and  spiritual,  as  each  individual  hath 
experienced  through  life,  might  be  of  service,  to  re- 
fresh the  memory,  upon  this  important  bead. 

3.  Whoforgiveth  all  tkdne  iniquities :  mho  heal- 
eth  all  thine  is^nnitUs. 

At  Uie  bead  of  God's  mercies  must  for  ever  stand 
"  remission  of  sin,"  or  that  full  and  free  pardon  pur- 
chased for  us  by  Jesos  Christ,  whereby,  if  we  truly 
repentand  believe  in  him,  our  transgressions,  though 
ever  so  many,  and  ever  so  great,  are  done  away, 
and  become  as  if  they  had  never  been ;  from  a  state 
of  guilt  we  pass  into  one  of  justificadon,  from  a  state 
of  enmity  into  one  of  reconciliation,  from  a  state  of 
servitude  into  one  of  liberty  and  sonsbip.  Next  to 
the  pardon  of  sin,  considered  as  a  crime,  we  are  to 
Cfmnemorate  the  cure  of  it,  considered  as  a  disease, 
or  indeed  as  a  complication  of  diseases — "  Who 
"  beateth  alt  thine  infirmities."  Tbe  body  expe- 
riencetii  the  melancholy  consequences  of  Adam's 
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offence,  and  is  subject  to  many  "  infinnitiea;"  but 
the  soul  is  subject  to  as  many.  What  is  pride,  but 
lunacy ;  what  is  anj^r,  but  a  fever ;  wbat  ig  avarice, 
but  a  dropsy ;  wbat  is  lust,  but  a  leprosy ;  what  is 
doth,  but  a  dead  palsy  t  Perhaps  there  are  spiritual 
maladies  similar  to  all  corporeal  ones.  Wheo  Jesus 
Christ  was  upon  earth,  he  proved  himself  the  Physir 
cian  of  men's  souls,  by  the  cures  which  he  wrought 
upon  their  bodies.  It  is  he  alone  who  "  forg^veth 
"  aU  our  iniquities ;"  it  is  he  alone  who  "  healetb  all 
"  our  inBrmities."  And  the  person  who  findeth  his 
Bin  "  cured,"  hath  a  well-gronnded  assurance  that  it 
is  "  forgiven." 

.  4.  Who  redeemeth  thy  life  from  destruction ; 
who  crowneth,  or,  encircteth,  thee  mth  loving 
kindness  and  tender  mercies, 

Man  haf;h  two  "  lives ;"  he  is^  therefore,  sul^ect 
to  a  double  "  destruction  ;"  and,  consequentiy,  ca- 
pable of  a  two-fold  "  redemption."  He  who  is  re- 
covered from  sickness,  and  thereby  redeemed  from 
that  destruction  which  natural  death  bringeth  upon 
the  body,  will  undoubtedly  sing  this  strain  in  trans- 
ports of  gratitude ;  and  he  ought  so  to  do.  But 
what  will  be  the  sensations  of  him  who  celebrates^  in 
the  same  words,  the  spiritual  redemption  of  his  soul 
from  death  and  destruction  everlasting  ?  How  is  he 
"  crowned"  with  the  "  loving  kindness"  of  Jehovah; 
bow  is  he  "  encircled"  by  the  arms  of  "  mercy !" 
"  Length  of  days  is  in  her  right  hand,  and  in  her 
"left  hand  riches  and  honour:"  never  ending 
"  length  of  days ;"  true  '*  riches^"  that  abide  for 
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««r ;  ind  **  the  honour  whick  cometb  from  God 
"  only." 

5.  Who  iatia^h  tky  mo^h  with  good  Mxtg^; 
M  that  thy  yovtk  is  teneaed  tike  the  eaglets. 

It  it  Ood  who  giveth  us  the  "  good  thibgs"  of 
this  wotkl,  and  who  givetii  m  likewise  an  appetite 
and  a  taMe  to  enjoy  them.  It  is  God  who  reatoreth 
A  body^  emaciated  by  sieknessj  to  blootfi,  vigour,  and 
agility.  And  he  doth  greater  things  than  these.  He 
"  satisfieth"  all  the  desires  of  the  soul  wiUi  a  ban- 
qaet  of  spiritual  daintie«,  and  bestoweth  on  her  a 
Klish  for  tbe  same.  By  the  renovating  power  of  his 
Spirit,  he  restoreth  her  from  decrepitude,  to  the 
health  and  strength  of  a  young  "  eagle  *,'*  so  that 
rile  can  ascend  np  on  high,  and  contemplate  the 
splendour  of  the  Sun  of  RighteouGness.  Thus,  at  tbe 
day  of  the  resurrection,  clothed  anew  wtth  salvation 
and  glory,  the  body  likewise  shall  arise  from  earth, 
and  fly  away  as  an  eagle  toward  heaven,  to  begin  dn 
immortal  life,  and  be  for  ever  young. 

6.  The  LoEO  exeeutetk  righteousness  and  judge- 
ment for  alt  that  are  oppressed.  7.  He  made  knotan 

*  Of  all  birds  it  is  known  that  they  have  yearly  their  moulU 
iog  times,  when  they  shed  their  old,  and  are  fresh  furnished  with 
ft  Mw  stock  of  f«adien.  This  it  most  observable  of  hawks  iai 
valtum^  and  especially  of  "  eagles,"  which,  when  they  are  near 
aa  husdred  years  old,  cast  their  featben,  utd  becoue  bald  ud 
like  young  ones,  and  then  new  feathers  iprout  foith.  ThiU  St 
Ambrose,  "  Aquila  loDgam  ntatem  ducit,  dum  vetnstis  pininis 
**  flrtiscentibos,  novft  pennarum  snccesMone  juvenescit."  Dr. 
HAMHONb. 
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Aw  tatofs  unto  Motet,  hia  aett  uiUo  the  ekUdren  of 
Igrael. 

From  m  oonstderation  of  hia  own  particular  cm^ 
Uie  Pialmiit  maketh  a  general  refleOion  on  tfaat 
attribnte  of  God,  which  inchneth  him  to  deliver  his 
people,  and  to  pnniih  dieir  oppresaors,  of  what  kind 
soever  they  be.  And  here  diat  grand  displaj  of  the 
"  ways"  and  "  woi^s"  of  Jehovah,  the  redemption 
of  "  Iirad"  by  the  hand  of  "  Mosei,"  immedi^dy 
occurs,  and  is  celebrated.  Thas  each  private  mercy, 
whether  of  a  temporal  or  Bpirttnal  nature,  sboald 
remind  us  of  that  public  and  univeraal  ble»in|^  of 
redemptifHi  by  Jesus  Christ,  from  which  every  other 
Uessiiig  6oweth,  as  a  stream  from  its  fountain,  and 
for  which  God  ought,  therefore,  upon  all  occasions, 
to  be  praised  and  glorified. 

8.  The  Lord  is  merciful  and  gracious,  »fow  to 
OHger,  and  plenteous  in  mem^. 

When  Moses  desired  Jehovah  to  show  him  hia 
"  way"  and  his  "  glory,"  E!zod.  xxxiiL  IS.  18. 
Jehovah  passed  by,  and  proclaimed  himself,  as  here, 
"  Jehovah,  merciful  and  gracious,"  &c.  Exod. 
xxxiv.  6.  How  full  of  consolation  to  the  penitent 
soul  are  all  the  -words  of  this  verse !  **  The  Lord 
"  is  merciful,"  Oin"t,  the  bowds  of  his  tender  com- 
passion yearn  over  us,  as  those  of  a  mother  yearn 
over  the  child  of  her  womb ;  "  yea,  the  woman  may 
**  forget  her  sucking  child,  yet  can  lie  not  forget  us :" 
IsL  xlix.  15.  He  is  "gracious,"  ^Un,  readytogiva 
us  treely  all  things  that  are  needful  for  onr  mIv^ou, 
He  is  "  slow  to  anger,"  bearing  with  the  froward- 
ttcss  of  his  children,  with  their  provocations  and 
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rdapseB  for  40,  50,  60,  70  years  together,  before 
he  strikes  the  blow ,-  giving  them,  by  this  his  long 
aaffering,  time  for  repentance.  And  he  is  "  plen- 
"  teoos  in  mercy,"  TDnaT  "  great,  mighty  in  mer- 
'*  cy,"  placing  hia  chief  glory  in  this  attribute,  and 
hereby  teaching  us  how  to  estimate  true  greatness. 

9.  He'toiU  not  always  chide:  neither  wilt  he 
keep  his  anger  for  ever.  10.  He  hath  not  dealt 
with  us  after  our  sins  ;  nor  rewarded  u»  accord- 
ing to  our  iniquities. 

God's  chastisements  are  some  of  the  most  eminent 
^Toofe  of  his  mercy.  They  are  sent  to  reclaim  ns, 
and  to  save  us  from  eternal  punishment.  They  con- 
tinue not  always,  but  are  removed  when  they  have 
done  their  worii ;  and  while  they  last,  are  as  nothing 
in  comparison  of  those  heavy  stripes  which  our  sins 
have  deserved. 

11.  For  as  th^  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth, 
so  great  is  hia  mercy  towards  them  that  fear  him. 
12.  As  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  west,  so  far  hath 
he  removed  our  transgressions  from  us.  13.  Like 
as  a  father  pUieth  his  children,  so  the  Lobd  piiiHh 
them  that  fear  him. 

We  are  here  presented  with  three  of  the  most 
beautiful,  apposite,  and  comforting  similitudes  in 
the  world.  When  we  lift  up  our  eyes,  and  behold 
around  us  the  lofty  and  stupendous  vault  of  heaven, 
encircling,  protecting,  enlightening,  refreshing,  and 
cherishing  the  earth,  and  all  things  that  are  therein, 
we  are  bidden  to  contemplate  in  this  glass  the  im- 
measurable height,  the  boundless  extent,  and  the 
salutary  influences  of  that  mercy  which,  as  it  were, 
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embraceth  the  creation,  and  is  over  all  the  works  of 
God.  Often  as  we  view  the  sun  arising  in  the  eaat^ 
and  darkness  flying  away  from  before  hig  face  to- 
wards the  opposite  quarter  of  the  heavens,  we  may 
see  an  image  of  that  goodness  of  Jehovah,  whereby 
we  are  placed  in  the  regions  of  illumination,  and  our 
sins  are  removed  and  put  far  away  out  of  his  sight. 
And  that  our  hearts  may,  at  all  times,  have  tonfi- 
dence  towards  God,  he  is  represented  as  bearing  to- 
wards us  the  fond  and  tender  8.ffection  of  "  a  father," 
ever  ready  to  defend,  to  nourish,  and  to  provide  for 
us,  to  bear  with  us,  to  forgive  us,  and  to  receive  as 
in  the  parental  arms  of  everlasting  love. 

14.  thr  he  knoweth  our  frame  ;  heremembereth 
that  we  ere  dust.  15.  As  for  man,  hia  days  are  as 
grass;  as  aflowerofthejield,  so  hejlauj^keth. 
16.  For  the  wind  paeseth  over  it,  and  it  is  gone  ; 
03^  the  place  thereof  shall  know  it  no  more. 

The  consideration  of  man's  frail  and  perishable 
estate  weighs  with  the  Almighty,  and  prevails  upon 
him  to  spare  his  creature.  And  doth  not  the  tear  of 
compassion  start  in  the  eye  of  him,  who  reads  the 
description  which  David  hath  given  of  it  in  these 
verses  ?  "  Man,"  fallen,  mortal  man — "  his  days 
"  are  as  grass ;"  like  that  he  cometh  oat  of  the 
earth,  and  continueth  but  a  short  time  upon  it; 
"  as  a  flower  of  the  6eld,"  fair  but  transient,  "  so 
"  he"  unfoldetb  his  beauty  in  youth,  and  "  flourish- 
**  eth"  a  while  in  the  vigour  of  manhood ;  but,  lo, 
in  a  moment,  the  breath  of  heaven's  displeasure,  as  a 
blighting  "  wind  passeth  over  him,  and  he  is  gone ;" 
-  he  boweth  his  drooping  head,  and  mingleth  again 
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wilb  hi*  naUve  dnst ;  his  ftiendv  antf  bis  cempemom 
kxA  for  hint  at  the  acciurtomed  ipot,  whicft  he  miee 
adonied — but  in  vain — the  earth  has  opened  h^r 
aKtttb  to  receiTe  him,  and  "  bis  phce  shall  knovr 
"  bim  iw  more." 

1%  But  the  merof  of  the  Lord  iw^frem  eoerUut- 
tng  to  exerlaating  itpon  tkem  that  fear  Atm  ;  and 
JuM  righteougneis  imto  children'^  ehUdren.-  Ift. 
Zb  $udi  as  keep  his  evoenant,  and  tm  tk&ee  titat 
remtntber  his  eommandments  to  d»  them. 

Let  net  man  preitHM,  who  wfthereth  Kke  the 
^een  berb ;  but  then,  let  not  man  deiparr,  wheM 
nature,  with  att  kg  infirmities,  tbe  Son  of  God  baA 
taken  spon  bim.  The  ^ower  whiett  Aided  in  Adam, 
Uooms  anew  in  Christ,  never  to  fade  sgam.  "  The 
"  meteyi  of  Jehovah,"  in  Kis  Messiah,  "  '»  everittslt- 
"  ing^;"  and  of  that  eroriastin^  rnvrey,  poor  fmH 
man  la  tbe  .object.  It  ratendcth  to  aft  tb<a  ^enent- 
tBooa  of  the  fiiilbfal  servants  of  God  Deal^  shall 
not  derive  them  of  its  benefits,  nor  shfelt  {he  gva*« 
Ude  tbem  from  the  efficacious  iofltience  of  its  idl^ 
enlivena^beamsv  which  abaS  pierce  even  into  Ams« 
regions  of  desoIatioD,  and  awaken  the  sleepers  of  sbt 
AvDsand  years.  Man  must  pay  to  jnstice  the  (eR»- 
porat  penalty  of  his  sins;  but  mercy  shaH  raise  bim 
again,  to  receive  the  eternal  reward^  purebaseiF  by 
his  Saviour's  rightcoBsnesat  A  passc^  in  the  Pffst 
Epistle  of  St  Peter  dotfa  most  admmtbly  inus&«Ce 
this  part  of  our  PsaJm  :  "  We-  are  bom  again>  not 
**  of  corroptlble  seed,  but  of  incermptibfe,  by  tb« 
"  woBO  of  God,  which  Itvetb  and  abideth  Sat  ever. 
"  For  alt  Sesb  ts  grass,  and  att  ti\e  gtoFy  of  man  as 
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"  th«  flowQr  of  gr«9«.  TKet  gram  wittereUi,  and 
' '  ib*'  ftavw  Uorcef  £ftU(Ah  avny :  but  the  wom  of 
"  tbe  L(wn  Qoduratb  for  everi^  And  thia  k  the 
**  w«s»  whicb  bjr  tbe  Go8|»^  h  presched  uola  ^qa." 
1  Pet  i.  23,  &c. 

19.  2%e  Lord  hath  prepared  Ms  throne  in  the 
heavena  ;  and  his  kingdom  ruleth  over  all. 

The  gtoxiiOHs  Ponon  who  worhetb  atl  these  won- 
ders of  mercy  for  bis  people,  the  word  of  God,  and 
Saviour  of  the  worU>  is  triampbantly  seated  upon 
his  "^ronein  heaven,  "and  is  possessed  of  all  power 
to  accomplish  his  will,  even  until  all  things  shall  be 
snhdued  unto  him.  The  glories  of  his  throne,  the 
hightneas  of  tns  excellent  majestji  and  the  might  of 
im  ivreiKtible  piMver,  mre  describcdi  at  large  1^  St 
Jotaft.  Rev.  w.  V.  xuc 

20.  Bless  the  Lou>,,^e  his  angds^  that  excel  in 
^reitgth^  that,  do  his  commandments,  hearkening 
unto  the  voice  of  his  word.  21.  Blessye  the  Lord, 
all  ye  his  hosts;  ye  ministers  of  his,  that  do  his  plea- 
sure. S2.  Btess  the  Ixjod,  all  Ms  works,  in  all 
plaettS' of  his  dominion  r  Mess  tke-hoRDjOrm^  soul. 

Joy  i»  observed  to-  be-  of  ai  diffiwrve  and  contmoni- 
catirenaitUTe.  The  beait  of  the  PsallnHt  is  fuU  and 
•veffloaretbi  with  it.  UnaJ>le  worthily  to  praise  Je- 
hovah, for  his  mercies  vouchsafed  to  the  church,  he 
inidtetb  heaven  and  earth  to  j^oin  with  him,  and  to 
celebrate  in  fall  chorus,  the  redemption  of  man, 
St  John  saw  the  throne  of  Messiah  prepared;  he 
bebdd-  the  nntversal  band  assemblied;  and  he  heard 
when  "  all  tih»  angda  round  about  the  thronev  ten 
"-tboasand  times,  tan.  thousand^    and  thousaiBda  of 
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"  thoonndi,  vith  er^i^  creatqre  id  heaven,  eailb, 
"  and  8ea»"  lifted  ap  their. yoices,:.and  sang  tc^ther, 
*  Blessing,  and  honour,  and  gipry,  and  power  be 
'  unto,  bioi^that  sitteth  ,upon  the,  throne,.  aD.d  .unto 
'  the  Lamb,  Tor  eVer  and  ever.*' 


TWENTIETH  DAY.-CV£NlNO  PRAYER.     - 

PSALM  CIV. 

ARQUMENT. 

This  is  an  eucharistic  hymn,  full  of  majesty  ani| 
sweetnesSj  addressed  to  Jehovah,  as  Creator. <tf 
the  world.  It  setteth  forth  his  g^ory,  wisdtHQ. 
goodness,   and  power,   displayed,    1 — 9.  in  -Wt 

'  formation  of  the  heavens  and  earth ;  10 — 18.  in 
the  various  provision  made  for  beasts,  and  birds, 

.  and  for  man,  the  lord  of  all ;  19  —94:.  in  the  revo- 
lutions of  the  celestial  bodies,  and  the  consequent 
interchanges  of  day  and  night,  of  labour  and  reet^ 
85,  26.  in  the  sea,  and  every  thing  that  movetirift 
or  upon  the  waters.  27—30.  The  dependencie  of 
the  whole  creation  upon  God  for  its  being  and 
well  being,  is  beautifully  represented,  with,  31, 
32.  the  glory  which  the  Creator  receiveth  from  his 
works,  the  pleasure  which  he  taketh  in  them,  and 

.  the  power  which  he  tiath  over  them.  33.  Tb^ 
Psalmist  declareth  his  resolution  ever  to  praise 
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JelwTabi  tri4  M.  pr)edktalh  the  dett^iMlim.«f 
-  thoae  vrtio  nfuM  or  nq^ctd  w  tp  tkni  -<Ai<|lMfe 
if  a  similitude  between  the  natnnd  and-  the  %[i{-. 
ritoat  creation,  idltwibhs  <if  tint  »rt  aiftf  1V6^|til«ifl^ 
made  in  the  eiiiuin]^  comment,  'which'  lOftY,  per- 
bapi,  point  qat  the  reuyn  Why^%|c^tjii^|j|^jtfi 
appfliiM  tlus  P«(Jift,D>>)e  iied  <W»  >Yfe»VH»iii3t- 

1.  Bte$t  the  LoED,  0  n^  »oul .-  O  L^i^^^n^ /Be^ 
thou  ax$  very;,  gvtatt  .thou  .firt  o/of^i(fcijC(A  Aonour 
«u2 ifm«s^y-  ]B[eb.  wUh i^nfrj/andlfom^.  2,  .n^ 
eovercBt  thyself  aith  light  tuytith  a.,garmeat;;v^ 
itfetehett  out  the  hea/oen»  Uke  a  eurtmn,,  i.  e.  of 
4tteiU,  or,  pavUian. 

The  Scriptures  inform  oi^  that  the  taine,|*enpB, 
«riw  redeemed  the  worid,  did  aho  create  it^  Iifthe 
cUd  Pwlm,  as  we  are  aisared  by  St  Paul,  "  to  tbe 
"Son  it  i»  taid.  Thou,  Lord,  in  the  begiDoing, haft 
^'  laid  tbe  foundation  of  the  earth,  and  the  he^veqi 
"  are  the  works  of  thy  hands."  To  him,  therefQCe,  aa 
Creator,  is  the  civtb  Psalm  likewise  addressed.  He 
is  d«cribed  a»  invested  with  "  tbe  glory  which  be 
"  bad  with  the  Father  befpre  the  world  was.;"  a 
^inpse  of  which  he  Touchsafed  to  the  three  discip^, 
who  were  present  at  his  transfiguration,  wh^ ''  his 
"  &ce  did  shine  as  the  sun,. and  his  raiment  was 
"  white  as  tbe  light."  The  fint  instance  of  hisxre- 
ating  power  is  afibrded  us  by  the  "  heavens"  which 
form  a  magnificent "  canopy,  or  "  pavilion,"  compr^- 
bending  within  tiie  earth,  and  all  tbe  inhabitant* 
thereto.     It  is  enlightened  by  the  celestial  orbs  sos- 

VOX.  II.  P 
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:]M1iiMj  JH  >lt,  m  Ibe  My  tebomitrl*  dh;  by  the 
•iMlpi/of  tkcigoUen-.tlMMHetticlEt  ltttd.,H  warn  on- 
gioal^y  fguaeiif  .e)rj(ctefl,;apdjGvraiBh0d.by  its  Mvker, 
,w|t|in9i|^^^,ttuu).iB9ACan.MD8tiiict  and  |fitcb  a 
*'^tent"  for  bit  own  temporary  abode.  Yet  must 
tlit^  hbbte  pavitioD  also  be  taken  down ;  tliese  le- 
'itpikdHtttH  and  beaiititbl  heavens  mti^t  pasfraway^und 
csmii'fcr'lin  eitd.  Hotrgforintii  theif  sh^Ms  tkow: 
"  new  heavens,"  which  are  to  succeed  tbem,  and  to 

'^^te  for  ever  <    '    ■■,.■"■ n.i--,.  >  .. 

Si'WiHagtihVu  btMiiofmtltiitiaenil/Hlk 
^atert:  aks  «x(ite(*  ib  eiMidIt  Ajs  <4tirfM>>  «*> 
'MUMiupon  Aeicmj^iiflAeHtay.'  -^  '  '^'J 
'  TbediVineA}ckitee<it'h«i«reprete)fled««'<Myl% 
"  the  beams  of  bis  chambers,"  aseottiplieliit^HiAlbfts 
»lrit«rieli;"*tn<he«iMen.''>  Sottie  thMtile^miition 
^#  (de  lei-restrial  t»>h'lD^faewMlM,"ttlileh utare 
M^hiiin^coveM  nil  tbingii.  Is  hererfltaded  it>.  itH 
>W<^eH<!a,  that  the  PaaUnlH,  ih  the  totrte^of  bis 
'^eMpthm,  is  not  yet  titylved  at  the  fbf  nation  'Of  the 
'tfaAb,  bat  is  still  in  the-lipper  ngions  6f  the'fiir; 
'may  we  AM  sttfipoae  thiit  the  bufaje«t  is,  in  this  pn^- 
ticuhr,  a  HtUe  Mticipated,  whi«h  i»  nOimcowin«ii 
lease  in  tb*  iaored  #riiings?  The  geketallty  of 
«sp6titoi«,  howeve)-,  'int«r|>Kt  the  passage  atitbtits 
"daA  waters,  compacted  into  thick -tloads  «f  the 
'"  skies,"  whith  the  Aluiigh^r  l»  ehMvheK  said  to 
hiske  the  "  McMt  plac«>or  chamber"  of-  his  fissi- 
Auice,  and  a  kind  vt  "  boMool"  (o  hit  tlttWin. 
Pk  xviii.  9.  II.  Antl  thus,  indeed,  th<  former  ptlt 
irf  bar  verse  is  plainly  end  imtnediately  conttecled 
Itith  what  fi)II6WS;  "^vhb  maketh  the  clouds  his 
8         '  "    •■ 
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''  libuiiot,  and  walketh  upon  the .  wings  of  tbii 
**  inQd."  Hiofr  asUmUbingly  magttificent  and  tre*- 
mendoQB  is  the  idea  which  these  wtird*  £onT4y  tom^ 
df  thb  gfdat  King  nding  upmi  the  beavdm,  'enema- 
passed  with  clouds  and  darkneiB,  attehded  by  tlM 
KghtaiiigH,  thoM  ready  executioners  of  his  vengeance, 
and  causing  tiis  woiM  to  resound  and  trarable  at  the 
thunder  of  bis  power,  and  the  noise  of  bis  cbaiiU 
whseb!  By  tbuc  cnsigntofiroyaIty,>^e0eembbAa 
•f  otnnipoAence,  and  inatramentk  of  hit  displeaBin^j 
-  doth  Jefaovsh  manifest  his  presence,  when  he  vititodl 
r^idlious  [nan,  to  make  him  own  and  adore  bii 
neglected  and  insnlted  Lord.  See  and  compue 
Pi.  xviil  10^  and  t'he  context. 

4.  Wkd  iitakaih  hia  angeU  tpiritg;  hii  tnimstent 
aJUmiingfa-e. 

From  the  manner  in  which  tfaeae  words  are  intro- 
ddced,  aad  the  pbice  wfaentbey  staild,  on«  eboidd 
Bonceive  the  meanfaig  of  them  to  be,  Ihdt  Odd  em* 
pbyeth  :tbB  elements  of  air  and  fire,  the  winds, 
mmi,  ai^  the  lightniilgs,  as  his  messengeri,  VSM'tOi 
Rnd' tniniiters,  to  execute  fats  commands  npon  dn 
earth  *.  Bot  the  apostle,  Heb.  i.  7:  infbrnieth  n^ 
that  they  have  a  farther  reference  to  immaterial  an^ 
gels ;  either  becanse  those  angels  often  appeared  in 
'Ae  likenoH,  or  because  they  were  endued  with  the 
ptopettiesrof"  wind  and  flame."  InteUecUial  beii^ 
of  the  highest  order  m  the  reabtis  abosc,  are  as  ready 
to  ftiUy  tUe  word  sf  Jehovah,  as  are  the  etenmnts  <^ 
this  lower  worid.     fioih  te8u:h  a  fesson  of  t4>edieiiGe 

*  In  the  French  tnaalation  it  is — "  Yfho  makttti'th*  wind* 
"  Ids  Angtte,  the  Aiming  fire  Sis  »iiiistW»."-  ■    ■ 
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\to  the  sons  of  men ;  to  those  of  them  more  especiaUy/ 
who  are  appointed  "  angels"  of  the  churches,  and 
'*  miniitera"  of  Christ. 

Sl  Vnmlaid  thepvndatioiu  of  the  earth,  that  it 
Mkotdduot  be  removed  for  ever. 
.  In  the. original  it  is,  "  Who  hath  founded  ike 
*'  eailh  upon  its  bases."  The.  formation- of  thia 
^be  on  .wliicli  we  tread^  is  a  ironderfnl.  instance 
of  divine  wisdom  and  power,  whcdi^  we  consider 
the  manner  in  which  the  parts  of  it  are  put  and  kept 
together,  or  its  suspension  in  the  cireamatfebieot 
flnid,  which,  as  some  philosophers  suppose,  by  press^ 
ingupon  it  on  every  side,  forms  so  many'ct^amns, 
as  it  were,  to  support,  and  keep  it  balanced,  .^e 
wovda,  f  that  it  shonhl  not  be  removed  for. ever," 
do  by  no  means  imply,  that  the  earth  is  stationary, 
or.  thatit  is  eternal;  but  only  thus  much,  that  it  is 
•O'Oons^ucted,  as  to  answer  the  end,. and  to  last  the 
-  time  for  which.it  was  created  and  intended.  It  shall 
continuBlhesamein  itself, and  with  relation  toother 
bodies,  neither  altering  its  shape,  nOTcbonging, its 
course,  till  the  day  appointed  for  its  dissolution-; 
after  whichi  as  there  are  to  be  "  new  heavens,"  ao 
will  there  aho  be  a-"  new  earth." 

6.  7%Stt.coveredatitiDithtkcde^,a8.mtb  agar- 
tnerU:  theaaters  stood  above  the  tnourUams.- 7.  At 
•  tbof  rebuke  th^  fied  :  at  the  voice  of  thy  thunder 
thof  hasted  aioay.  8.  7%ey  go,  or,  went,  up  by  thx 
'fneuntams :  they  g»T  or,  went,  denon  by  the  valleyt, 
unto  tke-place-wAieh  thou  hast  fauitded- for ihetn. 
9.  3%ou  hast  set  a  hound  that  tAty  may  not  pass 
ever :  that  they  turn  not  a^^in  to  cover  the  earth- 
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Most  interpreters  suppose  thU'  to  be  a  description 
of  the  situation  of  things,'  and  of  what  was  effected 
by  the  power  of  God,  on  the  third  day  of  the  crea- 
tion, when  he  said,  "  Let  the  waters  be  gathered 
"  togetiier  into  one  place,  and  let'  the  dry  land  ap- 
"pear;  and  it  was  so."  Indeed,  the  process  at  tUA 
creation  was  so  exactly  similar  to  that  at  tht:  deluge, 
with  regard  tu  the  circumstances  here  mentioned, 
that  it  matters  not  to  which  we  apply  the  beautiful 
and  truly  poetical  passage  before  us.  In  both  casesj 
the  earth  was  covered  with  the  waters,  as  with  a  gar- 
ment, in  every  part ;  in  both  cases,  they  fled  at  the 
Almighty  word,  like  Ihe  scattered  remains  of  a  routed 
army;  from  the  heights  of  mountains,  whither  they 
bad  ascended,  they  sunk  down  into  the  valleys ;  from 
the -valleys  they  retired  to  the  bed  of  the  ocean,  and 
a  part  of  them  descended  from  thence  into  the  great 
deep  that  lieth  beneath.  Bounds  were  set  them, 
beyond  vvhich  they  sboald  never  pass,  to  overwhelm 
us  any  more  for  ever.  And  the  experience  of  4000 
years  hath  taught  us,  that  where  the  Creator  hath 
kid  his  commands,  plain  sand  is  a  sufficient  bftrrier. 
Tbna  the  church  hath  been  delivered  from  her  spiri- 
tnal  enemies ;  and  she  hath  a  promise,  on  which  she 
may  with  full  confidence  rely,  that  "the  gates  of  hell 
"  shall  never  prevail  against  her." 

10.  He  sendeth  the  Bprings  into  the  valleys,  which 
run  among  the  hiUs.  i  1 .  I%ey  give  drink  to  every 
beast  oftkefield;  the  wild  asses  quench  their  thirst. 

The  waters  of  the  sea  are  not  only  prevented 
from  destroying  the  earth,  but,  by  a  wonderful  ma- 
chinery, are  rendered  the  means  of  pre»ervin|;  every 
2 
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Mag  thing;  wfafch  moveth  tfaereoo.  ParU;  Mcending 
Ixom  tbe  great  depth  through  the  strata  of  the  earth, 
partly  exhaled  in  vapotir  from  the  surface  of  the 
ocean  into  the  air,  and  from  thence  falling  in  rain, 
apecially  on  the  tope  and  by  the  tides  of  moaotains, 
Aey  brrak  forth  in  fresh  springs,  having  left  thetf 
salts  behind  them ;  they  trickle  through  the  valleys, 
between  tbe  hilU,  receiving  new  supplies  as  they  go ; 
they  become  large  rivers,  aod  after  watering,  by 
their  innumerable  turnings  and  wiodings,  immense 
tracts  of  country,  they  return  to  the  place  froDi 
wh«ice  they  came.  Thus  every  animal  hath  an  op* 
portunity  of  qnenchingthat  thirst,  which  mnatother- 
wiae  soon  put  a  period  to  its  existence.  Tbe  "  wild 
'*  ettes"  are  particularly  mentioned,  because  they 
live  in  remote  and  sandy  deserts;  yet  even  sudi 
creatures,  in  such  places,  are  by  the  God  oi  natnre 
taught  the  way  to  the  waters ;  insomuch  that  the 
parched  traveller,  when  in  search  of  a  fountain, 
findeth  them  to  be  the  best  guides  in  tbe  world,  and 
needeth  only  to  observe  and  follow  the  herds  of  them 
descending  to  the  streams.  In  the  spiritual  system, 
or  new  creation,  there  are  wells  of  salvation,  living 
springs,  waters  of  comfort,  of  which  all  nations, 
even  the  most  savage  and  barbarous,  are  invited  to 
come  and  drink  freely.  Tbey  flow  among  the 
churches ;  they  descrad  into  the  heaitB  of  tbe  lowly ; 
and  they  refresh  us  in  tbe  passage  through  the 
wilderness :  for  even  there  "  do  waters  break  oat, 
"  and  streams  in  the  desert."    Isa.  xxxv.  6. 

1%.  By  them  ikalt  the  f ovals  of  the  air  have  their. 
habUation,  which  sing  among  the  branches. 
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<'  Bytheai,*<that  ii,  ty  "qtriegt  of  m^mi^'-Ha. 
tlw '*'  vttHftyf/'tlifl  birds  cM^ht  ia  have  thw  telu* 
bitiontj  ^nd  to  aiog  amidst  the  verdant  brUickn^- 
which  ooneea!  tiieit)  from' our  i^^ht.  *'  The  musitraf 
"  birds,"  as  one  hatb  well  observed,  "  was  the  finf 
**  song  of  tbanks^ving  whidi  fras  offered  on  earth 
**  b^ove  matt  Vai  fivmed.  All  their  aoundi  are  difr; 
*'  feraot^bnt^  hann(Hitous,andaIl together compose- 
"a  -dioir  which  we  cannot  imitate*."  U  tfa^tc 
little  cbOTisters  of  the  air,  when  refreshed  by  tbo 
slpeams  near  whidi  t^y  dwell,  express  their  gr«U- 
tode  by  chanting,  in  their  way,  the  praises  of  thfvr 
M^er  and  Preserver,  hpw  ought  Christiana  to  blu^; 
who,  besides  the  eomfwts  aod  conveniences  of  tKi» 
world,  are  indulge  with  copioos  draughts  of  tbfi- 
water  of  eternal  life,  if,  for  so  great  blessings,  t^ey 
pay  not  their  tribnte  of  thaoksgiviag,  and  liag  net 
onto  the  Lord  theaoRgs  of  Sion  I  "  He  that  at  mid-i 
"night,  when  the  very  labourer  sleeps  secaveLy^ 
"  shoold  hear,  as  I  hav*  often  done,  the  ckfto  atn, 
"  the  sweet  descants,  (he  natural  riling  aad  follug; 
"  the  doDlJing  and  redontbliQg,  of  the  nightingale's 
"  voice,  might  well  be  lifted  above  earth,  and  say, 
"  Lord,  what  mosic  hast  thou  provided  fer  the  saints 
'*  in  heaven^  whea  thou  aS«»^est  bad  mta  uwk 
"  music  upon  earth !"  Walton's  Complete  JkngltTf 
p.  9. 

13.  He  vattreth  the  hMiafrom  hi$  chambera  :  t4r 
tartk  M  Boti^ed  with  th«  fruit  ofthgf  workak    I4b 

.     ■  Weriey'fl  Surrey  of  the  Wbdtiin  of  G»d  la  du  CKBttof» 
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Meeam^the  grmatogroufor  thecatU0,aitdherb 
forikeBeroieeofman:  tkatke  may  bring  forth  fo»d 
out  of  the  earth;  ib..4nd  wine  tiaimak^  glad  the 
heavticfman,  bhA  oil  to  make  \ni  face  to^iine,  anA 
bread,  which  Urengtheneth  maiie  heart. 

The  fertility  of  the  earth  b  owin^  to  God,  who 
fiw  tbatpurpoK  "  watereUi"  it,  i^flvSyo,  "  fnwa  hii 
"  chambers,"  whether  the  word  tuith  a  reference  to 
Uie  clouds  above,  or  the  depths  below,  for  both  are 
Concerned  in  the  operation.  Hence  all  the  glory 
and  beauty  of  the  vegetable  worid ,-  hence  the  graH^ 
which  nourisheth  the  cattle,  th^  they  may  noari^ 
thehnmaa  race;  hence  the  green  herb,  for  food  and 
formedicine;  hence  6elds  covered  with  corn,  forthe 
fopport  of  life ;  hence  vines  and  olive-trees  laden 
with  fmits,  whose  juices  exhilarate  the  heart,  and 
brighten  the  countenance.  Nor  let  us  forget  the  spi- 
ritual benedictions  corresponding  to  these  ext«-nal 
ones ;  the  fmitfulness  of  the  church  through  grace, 
the  bread  of  everlasting  life,  the  cup  of  salvation, 
and  the  oil  of  gladness. 

16.  The  tree%  of  the  Lobd  are  fuU  of  sap ;  the 
cedars  of  Zebanon^  which  he  lialh  planned. 

The  whole  earth  isa  gardeUf  planted  by  the  hand, 
and  watered  by  the  care,  of  Jehovah.  But  in  a  more 
especial  manner  is  his  glory  set  forth  by  the  lofty 
aod  magnificent  cedars,  which,  growing  wild  on  the 
mountain  and  in  the  forest,  owe  nothing  to  the  skill 
and  industry  of  man.  The  moisture  of  the  earth, 
rarefied  by  the  heat  of  the  sun,  enters  their  roots, 
aat^ds  in  their  tubes,  and  by  due  degrees  expands 
and  increases  them,  till  they  arrive  at  their  growth. 
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Gol  b«tfa  abo  another  gardett,  in  which  there  are 
other  trees  of  bis  planting,  called  by  Isaiah,  cb.  lii, 
3.  "  trees  of  righteoasness."  These  are  his  faithful 
■crvants,  who>  through  the  Spirit  which  is  given  ant<r 
tbem,  become  eminent  and  steady  in  goodneia; 
their  examples  are  fragrant,  and 'their  charity  dif- 
fosive. 

17.  Where  the  birds  make  their  netta :  as  fbr 
the  stork,  thefir-ireea  are  her  house. 

Most  admirable  is  that  wiadon  and  onderstanding, 
which  the  Creator  hath  imparted  to  the  birds  of  the 
air,  whereby  they  distinguish  times  and  seasons^  choose, 
the  properest  places,  construct  their  nests  with  an  art 
and  exactness  unattainable  by  man,  and  secore  and 
provide  for  their  young.  "  Is  it  for  the  birds,  Q 
"  Lord,  who  have  no  knowledge  thereof  that  tbon 
"  hast  joined  together  so  many  miracles  f  Is  it  for 
"  the  men  who  give  no  attention  to  them  ?  Is  it  (w 
'.'  those  who  admire  them,  without  thinking  of  thee  i 
"  Ra^cr  is  it  not  thy  design,  by  all  these  wonden^ 
"to  call  us  to  thyself?  to  make  us  sensible  of  thy 
"  vrisdom,  and  fill  us  with  confidence  in  thy  bounty, 
"  who  watchest  so  carefully  over  tiiese  inconsider- 
"  able  creatures,  two  of  which  are  sold  for  a  far- 
"thing*?" 

18.  'Ihe  high  hills  are  a  refuge  for  the  voiU 
goats,  and  the  rocks  for  the  conies. 

The  same  force  of  what  we  call  tnsftnef  prevails 
in  terrestrial  animals,  and  directs  them  to  places  of 
refuge,  where  they  may  be  safe  from  their  enemies. 
Thus  the  wild  goats  climb  with  ease  to  the  tops  and 

*  Wfsl«y,  IS  ftbove, 
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craga  of  mountains,  wlKre  thejr  d«poiit  tbeir  yoiAi^. 
An^  thua  animals  of  another  kind,  which  arc  more 
defleDoeleu  than  the  goals,  and  not  aUe  toclnnb  ItU 
them,  have  y^  a  way  of  intrenching  themflclres,  in  a 
gitgation  perfectly  itiiprc^able,  among  the  roclu*; 
we  fiod  them,  on  that  account,  nambered  by  So- 
lomon among  the  "  four"  kinds  of  animals,  wfaieb, 
though  "  little  upon  the  earth,  are  exceeding  wise. 
"  The  □>:£]{£'  are  but  a  feeble  folk,  yet  make  thay 
"  tbeir  houses  in  the  rocka :"  Pror.  xxx.  S6.  They 
vAm  in  themsdlves  are  "  feeble"  and  helpless,  shoah) 
lodt -out  betimes  for  a  mountain  of  refbge,  and  a 
Wck  of  safety. 

19.  He  appointetk  the  motm  for  8ea8on$ :  the 
tun  knowelh  hig  g»ing  down. 

From  a  survey  (tf  the  works  of  Ood  upon  earth, 
(he  Psalmist  proceedeth  to  extol  that  divine  wisdom 
which  is  manifested  in  the  motions  and  revolutions  of 
the  heavenly  bodies,  and  in  the  grateful  vicissitude 
of  day  and  night  occasioned  thereby.  A  beautiful 
passage  in  the  book  of  Ecclesiasticns  will,  perhaps, 
be  the  best  comment  «n  the  former  part  of  this  verse : 
"  He  made  the  moon  to  serve  in  her  season,  fw  a 
"  declaration  of  times,  and  a  sign  to  the  woiid. 
"  From  the  moon  is  the  sign  of  feasts,  a  li^t  that 
"  decreaseth  in  herpeKection.  The  month  iscdled 
"  after  her  name,  increasing  wonderfully  in  h«c 
"  chuiging.   being  an    instrument  of  the  armies 


*  It  is  uncertain  wliat  species  of  animak  is  here  intended  b; 
ttie  word  o'Jbv.  But  it  is  enough  for  our  purpose,  that  they 
are  creatures  remarkahlr  for  securing  themselves  in  the  manner 
here  ipentioned. 
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"  above,  sbinio^  id  tfae  firiMOMni  of  li«K«o«  t  (b«. 
"  beauty  of  heaven^  the  glory  of  the  stara,  an  om*- 
'*  meat  ^ving  tight  ia  the  highost  placca.  of.  the 
"  Lord :"  ch.  zlii.  6.  The  lattu-  part  ftf  the  vamo 
expreueth  the  obedieeca  of  the  "  sun,"  or  "  iobv 
"  Ught,"  to  the  law  of  its  Cnatw ;  H  leeoM:^  ta 
"  koow"  the  evuA  time  of  Om  cofniog  on,  and  goia^ 
9S,  and  AilfiUetb  the  cogrBC  pswcribed  (o  it,  mthcMUt 
the  least  deviation.  O  that  we  who  are  endovrett 
with  tente  and  reason,  cottU  in  like  manner  fulfil 
our  eouTM ;  and  that  God'a  witt  ware  "  done  on 
"  efolh,"  BJ  it  u  even  "  in"  thii  lower  and  taatcrial 
"  heaven !" 

-  20.  2%ttu  makest  darkaeii,  and  it  is  tught ; 
toAfran  aU  the  beaats  of  theforegt  do  are^  fivth. 
21.  Ifie  young  lions  roar  after  their  pr^,  and 
•mA  their  meat  from  God. 

Night  and  darkoeu  invite  the  wild  beasts  of  the 
forest  ami  desert  from  their  dans  and  recesses,  to 
"  seek"  tbe  "  pray"  allotted  them  by  the  providence 
of  that  God  wbo  faedeth  the  young  lions,  as  waU 
as  tbe  young  ravens,  when  hunger  cnforceth  tiiein,  aa 
it  were,  to  call  upon  him.  Thus,  whan  a  nation  hatb 
filled  up  the  measure  of  its  iniquities,  the  Sun  olf 
Ri^teousaess  knowetii  the  tine  of  his  departure 
from  it ;  tbe  light  of  tbe  Gospel  is  darkened,  and  a 
horrible  night  succeeds :  tbe  execirtioners  of  ven- 
geance are  in  motion,  and  a  coramissioo  from  above 
ia  given  tbaro  to  seize  upon  the  prey. 

28.  The  tun  ariaeth,  tk^  gather  tkemf^Jee  iem 
gether,  and Ui{i^ them  davmintheir  dens.    23.  Ate» 
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ffMthfarth  to  his  work  mid  to  A>*  labour,  utUil  the 
eeenmg. 

'  At  tfae  return  of  day,  the  sons  of  ravage  retire,  and 
walk  away  to  tbeir  several  hiding-places,  that  man, 
the  lord  of  the  creation,  may  arise,  and  perform,  un- 
molested, the  tadc  which  his  Maker  batb  appointed 
bim.  Wb&a  the  light  of  troth  and  rigbteousnes^ 
riiineth,  error  and  iniquity  fly  away  before  it,  and  the 
"  roaring"  lion  himself  departeth  for  a  time.  Then 
the  GlKiBtian  goeth  forth  to  the  work  of  his  salva- 
tion, and  to  his  l^our  of  love,  until  the  evening  of 
M  age  warns  him  to  prepare  for  his  last  repose,  in 
&i^  of  a  joyful  resurrection. 
'.  24.  O  Lord,  how  manifold  are  tky  vorks!  In 
vtadom  haat  thou  made  them  all:  the  earth  itfuU 
of  thif  riches. 

Transported  with  a  survey  of  the  wonders  which 
present  themsdivea  in  heaven  above,  and  oo  earth  be- 
low, the  Psalmist  breaks  forth  into  an  exclamation 
(and  what  heart  hath  not  already  anticipaled  him  f) 
on  the  variety  and  magnificence,  tiie  harmony  and 
proportion,  of  the  works  of  God,  in  this  outward, 
and  visible,  and  perishable  world.  What  then  are 
the  miracles  of  grace  and  glory  i  What  are  those  in- 
visible and  eternal  things,  which  God  bath  prepared 
for  them  that  love  him,  in  another  and  a  better  worid, 
and  of  which  the  things  visiUe  and  temporary  are  no 
more  than  shadows  ?  Admitted  to  that  place,  where 
we  shall  at  once  be  indulged  with  a  view  of  all  the 
divine  dispensations,  and  of  that  beatitude  in  which 
they  terminate,,  shall  we  not,  with  angela  and  arch- 
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angeb,  cry,  out,  **  O  Lord;  how  mamfvU  are  thy 
"  wprits!  In  wisdom  haU  tboumwlft  fHnv  >ftll; 
"  hMTen  and  earth;  we  full  of  thji;  lickti^  :«i|d  of 
."  thy.glory!"  -         i-  '  .      i^       - 

^.  Sois  thi»  great  amd  wide  am,  wi^trmn  .«re 
thiugg  eneping  vmrnn^abLerbeth  niailiand^gretA 
beasta,:oe,tivmgia-kat!Ure9.  26.  X%ere  go  tiu 
s/t^;;  there  IB  that.  tevuakait,iyfbom  th^u  hM 
madeito  pb^thcT^n.-i  ■  ■  i. 
.There  is  not  itt  alt  nature  a  raore.au|;itstiand 
atriking  object  than  the  :OctaD.  Its  inhiU}ttqiDta  arc 
as  nomeEonia 'as  those  upon  the . land,  •  nor  is  the 
wfidom  and  the  power-  of  the  Cseatei.les?  dJaf^ye^ 
perhaps,  in  their  formation  and-presa-vitkinj  fvom 
dieainallMt  fish  thai:  snims,.  to  theeawrmQUB  tyrant 
of  the  deep,  the  leviathan  himself.  By  raeans  of 
navigationj  Providence  hathopened  a  communication 
between ,  the .  most,  distant  parts  of  tbo'^be;  Ifae 
bluest  solid  bodies,  are  wafted,  in^th  incredible  swift- 
ness, upon  one  flaidy  by  the  io^iuUe  of  knother,  and 
seas  join  the  countries  which  they  appear  to  divida. 
In  the  ocean  we  behold  ui  emblem,  of  Jh«.  vrtu-Id ; 
nnder  ashwoth  deceitfal  snr&ce  it  conceakdahg^oas 
rockf^  .and  devouring  monsters ;  its  waves  are  ever 
restless, :  and  oftentimes  it  is  tdl  over  storm  -and 
tempest,  threatening-  to  overwhelm  the  helpless,  de- 
spairing nmriner,  in  a  moment ;  such  is  the  vojrage 
we  all  have  to  make,  ere  we  can  reach  the  desired 
haven,  and  attain  that  happy  clime,  where,  as  we 
aretdd,  there  is  "  no  more  SEA."    Rev^xxi.  1.   ' 

.f!J.  ,Ihest  wait  all-i^oH. thee:  that  thou  maoftt 
gwe.them  tA«tr  meet  ss  due: season.   2S.  Thrtt  ^oh 
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gtiieU  eAMt,  tkof  gatker :  cAoit  vpeHest  rkime  iUmd, 
thj^m^jmiaiwithgoiML 

In  variona- miyB  baih  God  ptovMed  food  fw  the 
rapport  of  all  living  creatnres,  and  diredsd  them  to 
HMk,  ttnd  to  fi«td  it)!  Btm-  pleea^g  a  ipecnktlon 
It  ife,<tk  oartkndee  fbe'whilB  firndf  of  oir^  ttrtb^  aiM 
IM>  «i  "  miting  upon"' the  Rather  and  Ijerd  nf^ril 
W»g»  ftit>ecting  wknn  Ire  ^obM  "  open  bis  hand/ 
and  distribute  to  each  member  tin  **  portftqi  Of  Rtoat 
'"indveiioaffm!"  Tbccitw  it  the  same  with  negard 
tfrbeingfrTHteliectaal  and  spiritual,  of  which  1b  ianfr' 
posed  die  church  wttd  fiuaily  of  Chrlit  in  twavea 
ind  earth  ;  thcae  wak  allupon  bfih,  by  whan  Je- 
IkOfahilMtb  Dptncd  tbe.handof  laerty.'aod  abwi- 
dBttUy-sappliedati  dor  necdi>  tlvUng^i  the  Pi<dte*«f 
Msgnce.  ■'  ■<"  ■■.■■.■ 

99.  fhouhideBttl^fiiee,  tk^4tretrhtM€d:  thou 
uAegt  amay  ■their  btttOh,  Aof  die,  and  rebum  to 
tkeip^du4.  30.  Tftou  vMuksi  forth  thy  apirit,ifu^ 
are  cretOtd  i  and  thou  tatentati'  the  J^'  of  the 
earth. 

When  God,  in  tlw  seaioti  of  winter,  seemeth  to 
hiitke  fan  fit*,  and  to  have  withdrawn  his  beneficent 
inAuencea,  we  hear  the  cries  of  the  ciisatlon  in  dii- 
trosB ;  if  he  recall  the  breath  of  life  from  any  cna- 
tore,  to  which  he  had  coomiMicated  ft,  that  breatune 
iprewnUy  ceeseth  to  be  what  it  waa ;  leaae  and  ma- 
tion  are*tui«nd;  iheform  andfignteof  it  perish; 
«nd  it  ii  MidMdinlo  its  brifliial  dUit  Butagafai 
he  exerMh  Mk  quickening  power,  and,  lo,  fnuh  ge- 
neratiiuiB  of  Atumala  ai»  prodaoed  ;  ireih  cttifi  of 
vegetables  shoot  fbrtb  to  .bouriMh  then ;  and  them  <ia 
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a'.MaovBti6ii  of  iihiV6nuil'tt&tbhk%  The  ^reseitaetf 
God,  in  like  manner,  ivtiieiif^'  his  a!bvDte~'if  thfe 
^Ntti/of-the  iwul  If  ho  witMlaifr  his  graoe,  we 
^MTuih  evo-lMtin^ly ;  bak  whrn^'ha:  '.*  siindeth  &3iik 
"iiisSpirit/'a»'bedid6tiABdliycFfneBtepoit,  -'old 
M-ihingi  pMis  awby,  andall  tliiiigs  beoome  iiefr ;"' 
Ite.ifioter  k  oVer,  »id  sprrog  todceeds  ial  its  phMtt 
May,  tfaa  hoff' w  cDmin^,  >^ent  tbro6;h  thisMnka 
SpiritpheBhfidl'alatpqaioken'Oiur. mortal  bodies,  and 
tbnSj  ID  a  more  evident  and  v^aaderfal  laaatier,  "  rat 
"ne«r>tbb.fticeof tteeu-th."    i    ... 

8h  Tlivghry  of  tAehaao  *haU  eUdyrtjvt  eaeri 
Ut^LtoKit^haUrejoide  in  hit  works.  3&  HeiiMA«ik 
on  the  earth,  and  it  tretnbieth);  Ae  touiiteth  ikie 
imil»iUnd-th^  Miake.  i. 

K. Snob  being  Ua  vnahi  ofOiod,  bO  nwnifold  aad  to 
■BiiTCUqiM,  tbe  Pcqihctforatattcthy  tbat  kw '^igto- 
^'a-y,''  displayed. mdikeolani^  by  tbe  au*e,.<tbouId 
><  c«dare  f6l"ever  {''  titat  ^raittirtB  vroaU  ][ievcT  bfe 
WMiting,  to  f^vb  him  the  prai<eand  honour  due  Vattt 
liim  ;  iniomuch  that,  graciously  accepting  this,  thsir 
trftnti^  and  pleased  to  fiad  a  proper  nturn  nlade 
hi«,  Jeborah  ibou}di  as  at  the  first  creation,  hC- 
qtk»ce  and  njoiee  in  all  bit  works  and  diafieoslttiDnt. 
id  the  mean  time,  let  the  unruly  ahd  disobedient  re- 
.ftcetiQpon  thegre&tneM'of'bi*  pdwer,  asdtbe  ter- 
rob  of- bn  vfeiKgeance,  who  with  a  k>ok  can  tbake  the 
eartli,  And  with  a  touch  oan  fire  the  moantaini,  as 
wtacn  he  mce  desctttided  on  Sinn. 

S8>  JtoiU  smg  unto  the  Lcmtt  a*  lutg  at  Iii»€: 
■i mU ^kfg  prmiHa  unto  nxf  Sodj  tMte  I  Anve  % 
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bemg.  Si.  Mtf  medUalion  of  km  thall  i«  noaet  : 
I  will  be  glad  m  the  Lord. 

And  who,  O  diviDe  Piilmiit,  mil  not  "  ta^' 
with  thee,  that  hath  an  nndentanding  to  apprehend, 
and  a  ton^e  to  celebrate,  the  worka  of  his  Maker 
and  Redeemer?  To  whom  will  not  thy  heavenly  me- 
ditations he  sweet  as  honey,  fngrant  as  the  breath 
of  spring,  pleasant  and. cheering  as  Uw  fmlt  of  the 
vine  P  Who  doth  not  long  to  partake  of  thy  spiritoal 
joy,  and  holy  gladness  i 

35.  Let  the  sinners,  or,  the  emnen  ghtdl,  be  etm- 
mmed  out  of  the  earth,  and  let  the  wicked,  oi\  the 
wicked  shall,  be  w>  more,  Blene  thou  the  Lobd, 
O  imf  soiii.    Fraxee  t/e  the  Loan.' 

"  The  sinners,"  and  "  the  wicked,"  are -they  of 
whom  it  is  elsewhere  said,  that  they  "  consider  not 
*'  the  works  of  Jehovah,  nor  regard-  the  operattona 
*'  of  his  hands,"  to  give  him  praise  and  g^ory  for 
them.  These  shall  one  day  experience  the  poWer  of 
thai  God,  whose  wisdom  and  goodness  they  woold 
never  acknowledge.  They  shall  be  "consumed," 
«nd  "  perish  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and 
-*'  from  the  glory  of  his  power,  when  he  ariseth  to 
*'  shake  terribly  the  earth."  The  Psalmist,  there- 
fiore,  endeth  as  he  began ,-  "  Bless  thou  the  Ijokd, 
*'  O  my  sonl ;"  adding,  by  way  of  exhortation  to  as, 
and  to  all  the  world,  "  Praise  ye  the  Loan."  Let 
■s,  then,  with  the  **  four  and  twenty  elders,  fall  down 
,  "  before  him  that  sitteth  npon  the  throne,  and  vfor- 
"  ship  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  saying, 
'*  Tboa  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  j^ory,  and 
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"  hoaour,  ati4  pow^r ;  for  thou  hast  £reated':»l[ 
"  things,  and  .for  thy  pleasure. .they. are  «n4  wen 
*' CK^ted."    Rev.  iv»  lOj  11.  •   r         ; 


TWENTt-FIRST  DAY.— MORlflNG  PRAYER. 

.../.-    PSALM   CV.  ,  ,       .,,.;. 

ARGDHEMT. 

This  Psalm,  the  first  part  of  it  at  least,,  to  verse  15, 
we  know,  from  1  Chron.  xvL,  to  have  been  cpin^ 
,  posed  by  Dayid,  end  given  out  on  occasion  .pf  l^i 
placing  the  ark  of  God  in  Sion.  It  oontaineth, 
1—-^.  an  exhortation  to  praise  Jehovah  for  hift 
works  of  mercy  and  power,  wrought  in  favour  of 
Israel.  9 — 44.  These  are  traced  from  their 
sdnrce,  namely,  the  covenant  made  with  Abra- 
ham, through  the  patriarchal  history,  to  the  de. 
liverance  of  the  nation  from  the  Egyptians,  ani 
its  settlement  in  Canaan ;  the  end  of  all  which,  45. 
is  declared  to  have  been,  that  God  might  have  a 
people  to  serve  him.  The  same  is  true  of  obf  re- 
ii«mption  by  Jesus  Christ,  which  was  the  gmnd 
subject  of  the  promise  made  to' Abraham,  and  'of 
which  the  temporal  mercies,  vouchsafed  to  the 

.-patriarchs  and  their  posterity,,  wwe  so  many 
pledges  and  figures,, .  .  ?     , 

TOL.  II.  Q 
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1.  O  gioe  thankif  unto  Me  Lord,  ealt  Upon' kit 
«Affle  ;  make  humn  kw  deeds  among-  iKe  people.  ^ 

God,  who  formerly  r^d^  in  tDoadt  Sion,  Totieh- 
safing  his  presence  in  a  tabernacle  made  with  hands, 
hath  since  blessed  the  chorch  with  his  appearance  io 
the  flesh  ;  and  we  Christians  are  bound  to  "  make 
"  known  his  deeds,"  and  the  mercies  which  he  hath 
wrought  for  us,  "  among  the  people  ;"  that  so  all 
the  world  may  know  him,  and  love  him,  and  partake 
of  his  salvation, 

S.  Sing  unto  him,  tiing  ptalma  unto  kim :  talk 
ye  of  all  hU  wondrous  toorfcs. 

Music  and  conversation  ht6  two  things,  by.  which 
ihe  mind  of  man  recelveth  much  good,  era  gretA 
deal  of  harrrt.  They  who  make  *•  JeRovah"  and  his 
'^  woodrotts  works"  the  sulgects  of  both,  enjoy  a 
heaven  upon  earth.  And  they  who  d&  in  reality 
jove  their.  Saviour,  will  always  find  th^nselvef  in- 
clined to  "  sing  to  him,"  and  to  "  talk  of  Jiim." 

3.,Gtotyyein  his  holy  name:  let  the  heart  of 
them  rejoice  that  seek  the  Lord. 

In  whom  should  the  redeemed  "  glory,"  emit, 
And  tiritirripb)  but  in  their  Redeemer,  who  hath  made 
Wmself  one  with  Ihem,  Ihat  they  may  be  one  with 
faim  ?  They  who  "  seek"  the  Lord  Jesus  by  prayer, 
dvould  do  it  with  a  che&rfiil  and  joyous  Mart,  be- 
;<ause  better  it  is  to  "  sedt"  him,  than  to  6nd  all 
things  else  ;  and  the  soul  that  is  brought  to  seek  htm 
will  soon  exchense  the  galling  cares,  and  tormenting 
desires  of  the  world,  for  the  light  yoke  and  easy  bur- 
^att  of  her  ^Vioar,  iii  wbofii  she  will  find  rest,  and 
peace,  and  comfort      Therefore, 
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4.  SM^.Ifceli«u  mUdlkit  atirmgth  t  ftdi  Mt- 

By  festh  Hw.fintj  oar  Hedeemar  in  thit-Me,  '«i4 
capemoce  tiw  pcmwr  aad  oorafort  (tf  yt  gmae ;  fart 
hope  and  lows  ititt  sMk,  ndwuh,  and  aapim  afiav 
die  ngbt  kad  teis^mant  of  Un  in  haniUi.  irisAtot 

keilUOBlldc^  '    ;[..     <:'i.r-...t 

5.  Bemet^er  hia  marveUotu  workt  0iJai^'JiMlk 
imu,  hi$  ^amder;  toDi  tlw  judgem«nU'^  hit 
moMlA.'  6:  Oy€  seed  of  Jihrahmm  hu  wiB«ii4  jW 

As  u  «iifimrag«iimU  to  ^'Msk  ItkantuKmman,^ 
"  Uio  «eeil  of  Abr^ani  Knd  tbe  efiildnR  •£  Jatob*^ 
AM  cKhorted  to  bnr  ^  mind  tbe  mMntdkM*  iMfb 
'*  wbick  ha  Imd  ctoo^"  <br  Uwro  fiwai  <be  bef^i^ 
to  pmtoct  and  dciiwr  llwro,  as  aJw  "  the  jf  dg«- 
"  metrt*  «f  his  monlfc,''  irtitfkcr  by  tbii  ^braae  we 
■ndentand  tbe  rigfatcon  lawi  given  to  bin  people. 
CHTtbe  dennnoiatioDs  vdA  tneontioni  df>vet)gCHUe 
a^nft  ^icir  cnemiM.  But,  alas*  ^  the  teed  ef 
•^  Abrebam"  kept  not  ike  &ith  of  tbeir  great  jungb- 
mtor  {  *'  the  ^ildmn'  of  Jacob"  harefotfeitodlhe 
Uesnng  which  tbeir  ftitber  obtained.  We  OeatUa 
Imve  been,  for  a  long  Mftton,  the  adopted  *'  a^ed  of 
*«  Abrabara/'  and  have  inh^ited  tbe  benedjctfea  4f 
"**  Jaoob."  Let  at  not  le^et  the  *'  marrcdloiu  ■Mtrfci'* 
4^  Crod  in  Christ,  and  tbe  "jndgemeats  of  >  ha 
«  north." 

7.  He  is  tAe  Lobo  9w  God,  hUptdgvmen^  aie 
imfMtke  earih. 

If  Jdwwdi  were  the  "God"  of  lai*alt4|iaeooat 
of  what,  in  covenant,  he  promisBd  and  pertenud 
«« 
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fiov.  tbem,  heit  no#4he  Gdd«f  «sib]I,  on  account  of 
what  he  promised  and  hath  performed  in  Christ 
^lu  for  them  and  for  us.  It,  when  be  settled 
Imksi  in  Canaan,  "  his  judgements"  were  manifest" 
fld'to  '^all Ihe  eartb/'wers  thej  not  manifeitBd  abv 
n^ni Ae Christian  ehorob  wasestabKahcd,  and  the 
idcdatrous  powers  of  the  world  were  overthrown  by 
thcGoapd^    "  .  .Ms. 

\  \8.  ^e  /uuh  ranmibertdiiucoweiunUfoT  eber,  lAe 
wfn^d  whieh  he  aominaMed''lo  a  thomand  generm' 
tions.  9.  Which  covemmt  he  mad*  wAh^kraiUim, 
'aful-JmoalhwHo.I»aat:!- 10.  And  eet^rmed  the 
Mmeimto  Jacob  fw  a  law, and  to  Iwa«lf^  oh  ever' 
liatmge&oenatit:  11.  Signing,  UntotkeenoUlIgiae 
the.  land  of  Ckmrnan,  tkihi  ofgow  tNAentonctf. 

Ufwn)  bringing  the^ark  tO'imount  Sion^  JQ^vid 
Itaeheth  Israel  to  Mess- and  praise  Gikl  for  JbwJbav- 
ing .  *^  Hmcmhered  bis  ctmraant,"  made  :With  w 
'i^aatb'*  to  lUieir  fore&theisv  Abrbbamj  laiac,  a«d 
Ifetob.  tfadt  helvrafild,  iitidu&time/«ettle,his  peii^9 
mtfae  land  of  Canaan.'  NolV,  it  is  ^vei'y  lobEtervafale, 
'that  ia  the  bynin  uttered.  by-Zacharihs,  the  fetbcr  9f 
>St  Jirfin  the  Baptist,  on  the  subject  oCour  redeiop- 
Hitfn  byCbrist,  thanks  are  givf»  to  the  iLord  God  ^ 
'Ismel,  bccatise^he  had"  remembered  his  boly  cove- 
'*f  liant,  and'perfoi-raedthe'oalh  which  Ibe  sMrare.  to 
.^..our  forefather  Abraham.'':  And  what  was,;thE4? 
■Why,  *'  that  we  being  delivered  out  of  the  hand  «rf 
'/f.Dtfr.  enemies,  should  serve  ihimiwitbout,\&arj  in 
"  hdinesB  and  righteousness."  Butwhen,  or  where 
did  God  prooiise  any  such  thing  to  Abrabeoiy  .except 
when  he  tcMbim,- that  <' his  seed  should  be  ta:bond- 
8        ■ 
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"  age  four  tuindred  years,"  but  tbat '.'.  (hci  a«ti«e/-' 
which  detained  them  in  bondage,  sl^oulcl  a&fitw^t^ 
be  "judged;"  aad  that,  Ui^  .ebould .  be  "fovought 
"  out,"  and  ipome  to  "  Canaan,"  Gen;  vi- 1$^  yrhwtt 
they  were  tp"Berve".hinv?  The  caseseemB  to  be. 
this :  Zacba^iaa,  under  the  imioediate  inflqence  anil 
direciioD  of  the  Holy:  Spirit;  tranfere  theiUnguage 
of  the  old  difipensation  tothe  affairs  of  thenevriooe;: 
he  celebrates  the  reden^ition  of  the  world,  by  Christ, 
from  sin  and  death,  in  words  which  literally  describe' 
ih».  redemption  of  Israel  from  Egypt  by  Moses ;  to 
teach  us;  that  we  should  ■  regard  one  as  a  sacramental 
pledge  and  %ure  of  the  other ;  that  there  is  aiutfber 
bondage^  in  which  the  people- of  Gtod  are  held; 
another  Moses,  who  is  to  deliver  them  ;  another 
lafid  of  promise  and  of  rest;  where  tb^  are  to  be 
sealed.  This  the  Hebrews  might  ^hajfe  knowu^  >as 
St.  Panl  tells  them,  Heb.  iv.  .from  a  passage  in  the 
^cvth  Faalm,.where,  long  after  they  had  been  in  pra- 
session  of  Canaan,  David  spetUcs  of  anpther."  day" 
of  prqhfttion,  and  another  "  rest."  The  Jei^s  have 
since  bad  a  melancholy  proof  of.  tbe.seme  thing,  by 
bei,ng^  dispossessed  of  that  earthly  inheritance,  which 
they  falsely  deemed,  to  have  been  p^erpetual,  and 
vainly  regarded  as  the  end  of  all  the  promises,  made 
to  a, "thousand generations,"  that  is(adefijDitenftm- 
ber  being  put  for  an  indefinite),  to  them>  And  to  us, 
and  to  "  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  shall  qal|," 
while  the  vyorld  shall  last.  ',..■■■■, 

IS.  Wh^n  tk^  were  but  a  few  nten^in.  ntffnber. .; 
yea,  vetyfetg,  and  strangers  in  it.     13.  Wk^  tk(^ 
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wamj^m  one  nation  to  anatiter,  f^vm  otie  khtg' 
dMt  to  amther  people. 

9m  wonUrnil  was  th«  dkptay  ttf  Ctod't  iwMom 
Md  p6wer,  ill  hia  choosing  a  nn|^e  ftiinily,  and  Uiak 
A  ahMH  oM,  the  metnbert  of  WbW»  were  Kteralljr 
*  MrAtigeti  and  pSgrim*  upon  eftrth ;"  fe  hi*  pT-omtfr- 
inj^  to  ^t  fimi'ily,  in  tboM  circatn3taAc««,  a  targt; 
add  fertile  coantry,  where  the  thitmeft  «f  matff 
princes  wnre  then  finttly  estabHriied ;  and,  lastly,  ift 
Ms  putting  (hem  hito  nctnal  possestfon  of  it,  at  die 
time  appointed !  Thus  the  JamSy  of  the  holy  Jettu 
Mas  at  fiM,  t»at  ttnaH  ;  "  the  members  of  it  were 
"  a  feir,  yea,  a  very  few ;"  they  were  sejtfnuets  in  k 
land  not  then«';  **  th6y  wfint  fcota  one  nation  to  «!»• 
**  othef ;"  nay,  they  #ere  accoonted  the  "  refose  of 
**  the  world,  and  the  ofl^uring  of  aB  thmgt."  Btrt, 
*•  Pear  not,  Mttle  flock,"  sailh  he  tinto  them,  "  for 
**  it  fs  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  gite  yoa  the 
"Vhtgdotn:*^  Lake  xit.  3S.  LM  us  -Hew  UttiS 
hronght  mto  Clanaan,  nor  doobt  bat  that  beltCTei* 
iball  inherit  the  kingdom  6f  beaten,  and  snccecd  to 
IJhe  thttooes  of  apMtate  angels. 

14.  He  mffkrtd  no  man  to  ito  them  trr^ng :  jrM 
1u6i^prveedking9fbr  their  ecikeg}  15.  Saying,  TbucA 
not  tn^  anobUed,  and  do  my  prophet$  no  AotMt. 

Tbep«timrofas,dttrhig  their  peregrinsitibns,  were 
oftet)  ih  iinmineht  danger  j-as  Abraham  on  aecbttnt  of 
Baiah ;  Geti.  xx.  baac,  in  a  stmikr  case ;  Geb. 
zxvi.  Jacob  from  Laban ;  Oen  xxli.  and  fh>m 
liit  litiotber  fisau ;  Oen.  ^xiii.  Yet,  destitute  a* 
ttKy  ymt  of  earthly  help,  ^he  tnig^tiest  kitogb  oottlA 
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DDtboxttiiBm.  Tiieiir  "  waysfilnved  tl^e  i«ofc4.  and 
"  be  nude  even  their  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with 
"  tbeBB."  Prov.  svi,  7.  :  They  were  thp  typipd 
**  prophets,  and  Messiaha,  w  Ghristp  *,"  of  Jeiiorab ; 
and  kings  wene  forbidden  to  lift  up  a  \)^i)4  against 
tbciB.  How  4otb  the  saii)«  kind  Providence  W4tcl) 
over  the  body  and  tlie  fflemben  of  tbe  tiueCifDUBT; 
I»w  often  baib  it  interpowd  |;o  pf^t^o^  a^d  {\reserve 
4beiti  frQBi  the  p^xwers  of  the  world. 

16.  Moreover  he  eaUed  for  a /i^mtt^  ypgn  th^ 
land;  he  brake  ike  whole  i^i/ff  of  btje^fd. 
■  When  Jacob  bud  escaped  other  perils,  we  find  bim 
and  bis  hmiiy  likely  to  perieli  with  hui^er :  Gen. 
Klii.  "  Famine"  is  here  finely  represented  as  a  serv- 
ant, ready  to  come  and  go,  at  tbe  "  call"  and  com^ 
wand  of  God ;  for  calamities^  whether  public  or  pri- 
vate, are  the  ntessengers  of  divine  justice.  "  Bread" 
is  the  "  stafi"  which  supports  life ;  when  that  staff 
is  "  broken^"  the  body  fails,  and  sioka  to  the  eartb. 
The  wordof  God  is  the  staff  of  spiritual  life,  tbe  food 
and  support  of  the  soul ;  and  the  sorest  of  Heaven's 
j«dg;ements  is  that  mentioned  by  the  prophet  Amos^ 
cfa.  viii.  )!•     "  Beboldj  the  days  come,  saith  tbe 

*  Ideo  autem  Christi  am  Uncti  dicnntnr,  qaod  eswnt  et  sacer- 
doteset  regei :  8annn&  quippe  potratatepredtti,  nuUique  obnoxJi. 
Uincfedera  requo  jure  pacta  cum  ngibua :  fainc  bella  suscepte, 
«tq}iideinnutu8uo,aiupiGiii,utaiiint,BuiB.  GeQ.xiv.21.  Hinc 
ileUuei  ad  Abrahamum :  "  Audi  not,  Domine :  Princeps  Dei  es 
"  ajmd  nos:"  Ibid,  xxiii.  6.  nemini  obnoxius,  nisi  Deo.  Quo 
jure  Isaacus  et  Jacobus  nsi  snut :  Gen.  xsvi.  &c.  Ad  b«o  pro- 
tiketae  owit:  ut  hie,  etGen.  kx.  T.  Qoob  oawM  tttulof  unum 
Cbristi  noinen  coinplectitur.  Chrieti  Aiitem  <ji«intiir,  in  typo 
Chriati  ^iiu  ab  eis  orituri.    SofiSOBT. 
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^  Ixffd  Godj  that  I  will  send  a  fatnine  in  the  land ; 
'*'  not  a  famine  (^  breads  nor  a  thirst  of  water,  bot 
**  of  bearing  the  words  of  tbe  Lokd."  Sach  a  fa- 
mine was  tore  in  all  lands,  when  Christ  made  his 
appearance  in  tbe  flesh ;  whose  advent,  with  the  blew- 
ed  effects  of  it,  is  wonderfnlly  shadowed  fcwtb  in  the 
prophetical  history  of  the  patriarch  Joseph. 

17.  He  aeni  a  man  be/ore  tkem,  even  Joseph  who 
vms  aoldfor  a  servofU ,-  18.  Whoeefeet  tlu^  knrt 
teith  fetters;  he  waa  laid  in  iron. 

Joseph  and  Jesas  were  .both  envied,  hated,  and 
sold  by  their  brethren ;  both  su^red  by  a  false  ac- 
cusation ;  the  former  was  laid  in  irons,  the  latter -cm- 
cified,  and  confined  in  tbe  {H'ison  of  the  grave,  fest 
bound  with  the  bands  of  death.  The  wickedness  of 
man,  in  working  its  own  will,  did  unwittingly  accoro-  - 
plish  the  counsels  of  God.  '*  As  for  you,'*  saith 
Joseph  to  his  brethren.  Gen.  1.  30.  "  ye  thought 
"  evil  against  me ;  but  God  meant  it  unto  good,  to 
"  bring  to  pass,  as  it  is  this  day,  to  save  much  peo- 
"  pie  dive."  And  how  doth  St  Peter  address  the 
brethren  of  that  other  Joseph  ?  "  Him,  being  de- 
"  livered  by  tbe  determinate  connsel  and  fordEoow- 
"  ledge  of  God,  ye  have  taken,  and  by  wicked  hands 
*'  have  cmcilied  and  slain — And,  now  brethren,  I 
*'  wot  that  through  ignorance  ye  did  it— Bat  those 
**  things  which  God  before  had  showed  by  tbe  mouth 
"  of  all  bis  prophets,  that  Christ  should  suffer,  he 
*'  hath  BO  fulfilled."     Acta  ii.  S3,  and  iii.  17. 

19.  Until  the  time  that  hie  word  came:  the  word 
of  the  Lord  tried  him. 

Joseph  continued  in  prison,  "  until  the  time  that 
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"  his  word,  or  canse,  13%  came"  before  the  king^ 
and  was  "  known/'  according  to  our  old  translation ; 
or,  "  nntil  hia  word,"  or  prediction  conceraing 'the 
chief  bntler's  promotion  "  came  to  pass  ;**  for  this 
was  the  means  of  Joseph's  entailment  and  justifica- 
tion ;  since  a  person,  guilty  Of  the  crime  With  which 
he  stood  charged,  wonld  not  have  been  in^ired  to 
fwetel  fiiture  events.  "  Can  we  find,"  said  Pharadi, 
"  sudi  an  one  as  this  is,  a  man  in  whom  the  Spirit  of 
"God  iai"  Gen.  xli.  38.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
"  word,"  commandment,  or  decree,  niDN,  "  of  the 
"  Lord  tried  him"  in  the  furnace  of  affliction,  there 
refioiog  and  preparing  him  for  bis  approaching  ex- 
altation to  glory  and  honour.  Thus  was  there  a 
time  appointed  for  the  abode  of  Jesus  in  the  grave, 
at  the  expiration  of  which,  all  his  promises  and  pre- 
dictitms  were  falfilled :  he  came  forth,  "  made  per- 
"  feet  through  sufferings,"  and  ready  to  "  enter  into 
"his  glory." 

SO.  I%e  king  sent  and  loosed  him;  even  the  ruUr 
ofthepeople,  and  let  him  go  free.  SI.  He  made 
him  lord  of  his  house,  and  rjder  of  all  his  sub- 
stance ;  2S.  3b  bind  his  princes  at  hta  pleasure, 
and  teach  his  senators  vnsdom. 

The  circumstances  of  Joseph's  advancement,  here 
alluded  to,  are  related.  Gen.  xli.  &c.  Those  of  our 
Lord's  resurrection .  and  glorification  afford  a  mar- 
vellouB  parallel.  At  the  determined  hour,  "  The 
**  king"  of  heaven  "  sent"  his  angel,  "  and  loosed 
"  him"  from  the  bands  of  death ;  "  the  Ruler  of  the 
"  worid  let  him  go  free"  from  the  penalty  which  he 
had  undertaken  to  pay,  and  had  now  fully  paid 
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"  He  made  bim  Lord  of  hia  hooie,  the  cbwch,  and 
"  Ruler  of  all  his  subttaoce"  in  beavea  and  ia  eaitb, 
that  be  fflightj  by  hid  boly  djaciplioe,  "  bind  princei 
"  at  bit  pleasure,"  and  by  his  Gospel  "  teack"  tmc 
"  vrisdoai"  to  the  "  senators"  and  politiciaJis  of  the 
world ;  he  was  clothed  with  the  robes  of  mtgeaty, 
he  was  adorned  wUh  all  the  emignB  of  royalty,  and 
to  him  it  was  ordained  that  "  every  koee  shoaU 
"  bow."  The  storehouaei  of  grace  and  wlvatiott 
were  opened ;  the  nattons  caiae  -to  be  sappUed  by 
him  with  the  bread  of  life ;  and  we  look  for  that 
happy  day  when  the  Jews  shall  do  the  sane,  and 
"  Joseph  shall  be  made  known  to  hU  brethren.*' 

S3.  Israel  al$6  came  into  Egypt ;  and  Jacob  «d> 
joumed  in  the  land  of  Ham.   24.  Jfid  he  incremH 
his  people  greatfy  ;  and  made  them  stronger  than  . 
their-enemiea.    35.  He  turned  their  heart  to  hste 
Ms  people,  to  deal  subtilety  toith  his  servanta. 

The  Psalmist  now  exhibiteth  to  onr  view  a  fresh 
acene  of  tribulation  and  affliction,  which  occasioned 
repeated  mercies,  and  a  new  deliveraace.  Israd,  by 
means  of  Joseph,  obtained  an  establishment  in  Egypt 
But  ia  process  of  time,  Uie  increase  and  pro^ierity 
of  Israel,  excited  the  eary  atid  jealousy  ^£gypt, 
aod  brought  on  a  persecatioo.  The  kiadness  and 
love  oi  God  to  bis  people  *'  turned  iixc  hearts"  of 
the  Egyptians  against  them,  ai^  caused  animosttj  to 
t^e  place  of  friendship.  A  king  aro&e  who  knew 
not  Joseph,  and  measures  were  concerted  to  keep 
the  Hebrews  under ;  a  royal  edict  was  issued  to  pre- 
vent  their  increase,  by  patting  the  males  to  death ; 
and  ^  geneisUoD  then  in  being  was  reduced  to  Ji 
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ttkte  of  the  mcwt  ab|«ct  senrltBde  find  cfael  bond- 
ft^.  Such  wmge  th«  people  of  God  hare  crfteii 
«spetienoed  from  the  worlds  «t  tb«  instigation  of 
taim,  who  in  Scriptare  is  styled,  "  the  priniee  of  tbii 
"  world." 

B6.  He  sent  Moaea  Ms  ttfroarU,  and  Aaroti  whnn 
fte  had  choatn.  37.  7%(7^  sAowed  hU  signs  among 
them,  and  toowders  in  the  land  of  Ham. 

When  the  tyranny  and  oppresMon  of  Phaiaoh 
were  H  the  highest,  and  Israel  cried  onto  Jehovah 
became  <^  the  bondage,  he  remembered  his  promiaa 
to  AlH<riiam,  and  sent  Mo«es,  with  Aaron,  to  cCfect 
that  mighty  deliverance,  which  was -to  be  the  grand 
pledge  and  figure  of  oar  salvation  by  Jeens  Cbriit. 
Of  him  Moses  prophesied,  when  he  said,  "  A  pro- 
"  phet  ahall  the  Lord  yoar  God  raise  vp  onto  ym 
**  of  yODT  'brethren,  like  trrrro  he."  Deut.  zviiL 
15.  dted  and  applied  Acts  iii.  32.  He  came  to 
rescne  mankind  from  a  spiritnal  bondage,  and  to 
deliver  all  who  were  "  oppressed  by  the  devil :" 
Acts  X.  S8.  he  came  at  a  time  when  that  oppresskm 
was  most  grievons  among  Jews  and  Gentiles :  hia 
birth  was  signalized  by  an  order  from  another  Pha- 
raoh, to  slay  the  infonta ;  and  Egypt  afforded  him  a 
n^fugefrom  (be  tyrant's  fary :  he  wrought  innnniw- 
aUfe  '*'  signs  and  wonders ;"  bat  they  were  all  signs 
«f  mercy,  and  wonders  of  love.  Those  of  terror 
and  vengeance  were  reserved  for  a  fatnre  advent, 
Ibreshowed  in  the  destrnction  of  Jerusalem. 

98.  He8entdarkne%8,andmadeitdark:  andthey 
tebeiled  not  agaitat  the  ward :  or,  and  did  they  not 
gtUt  rebel  againat  hia  teord  t  39.  He  turned  <Ae^ 
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wfiters  iaUa  blood,  and  &leK>  their  ^h.  30.  3%etr 
land  brwtgkt  forth  frogs  in  abundance,  in  the 
ehambers  of  their  kings.  31.  He  spake,  and  there 
catne  divers  sorts  of  fies.  Hdi.  a  mixture  came, 
and  lice  in  all  their  coasts.  3%.  He  gave  them  hail 
far  rain,  a.iid  flaming  Jire  iniheirland.  33.  He 
smote  their  vines  also,  and  Jig  trees;  and  brake 
the  trees  of  their  coasts,  3i*  He  spake,  and.  the 
locusts  came,  and  caterpiUara,  and  that  without 
ntm^er  ;  35.  And  did  eat  up  all  the  herbs  in  their 
land;  and  devoured  the  fruit  of  their  ground.  ^. 
He  smote  also  the  first-born  in  their  land,  the 
chief  of  all  their  strength. 

Who  can  behold  this  army  of  divine  judgements 
thus  paasiog  in  dreadful  array  beJbre  him,  without 
trembling  very  exceedingly  at  that  power,  which  is 
able  to  send  them,  sin^y,  or  in  conjunction,  upon 
a  sinful  land  ?  Who  can  reflect  uppn  their  number 
and  variety,  without  adoring  that  goodness,  patience, 
and  long  suffering,  which  tried  so  many  different 
methods,  and  wanted  so  long,  to  lead  the  offenders 
to  repentance  i  For  more  particulars  see  Uie  com- 
ment on  Pfl.  Ixxviii.  43—51. 

37.  He  brought  them,  i.  e.  the  people  of  Israel, 
forth  also  with  silver  and  gold :  and  there  was  not 
one  feeble  person  among  their  tribes.  38.  Egifpt 
was  glad  when  th&f  departed :  for  the  fear  of  them 
fell  upon  them. 

The  Israelites  not  only  came  forth  from  Egypt, 
but  came  forth  .laden  with  the  spoils  of  their  ene- 
mies, which  they  were  commanded  to  take,  by  him 
who  is  the  absolute  Lord  of  all  property,  and  who. 
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as  a-figbteoua  jiidge^  did  thus  award  ta  his  people 
the  ,wagesdae  to  their  incrediblelabourSftbeEg'jp- 
t)An9{,b«ii)g  now  wjjling  andready  to  f^^ai9h  tii^m 
with  any  thing  reqnired,  in  order,  to  di^iqiss  theqn.. 
"(The  EgyptjaqB  Tffereui^ent  up?in  the  peqple,  that 
"*hey  migjit.seo.dihemoqtof  tbelandin  haste:  .%■ 
"Ultey^aid^  We  be  all  dead  wen,",,  Expd^^sjii,  33. 
And  what,  was  very ,  extraojdiiiary»  among  such  a 
nqnober  <^  men,  wpnten,  children,  and  cattle,  no-* 
thing  waa  weak  ao4  "^feeble,"  nothing  unable  to 
perform  the  journey.  ■  TMt  order  was,  tbat  "  not  a 
<'hoof  should  be  left  behind;';  E)xod.  x.  S6.  and 
b$,'y^|iq  commanded  gave  strengt^i  to  obey.  Thou 
h^t  also  epjoined,  us,  thy  servants,  O  Lord,  to  quit 
Egypt,  and  march  for  Canaan ;  let  thy  grace  invor 
g(^te  us,  frpm  lime  to  time,  that  so  we  feint  not 
by.the  way.  . ,    ^,  , 

,39>  He^ivadaclovdfoT  a  covp'ing;  'Ond^re^to 
give  light  in  the  night.  40.  The  people  asked,  and 
he  brought  qnaii$s  and^satisfied  them  with  the  ^read 
qf^eav^  41..  He  opened  the  rock,  end  the  vfaters 
gushed  p^t  r  th^  ^an  in  the  dry  places  like  a.  river. 

".brethren,  I  would  not  tbat  je  should  be  ig- 
"  norant  how  that  all  our  fathers  were  n.i^e!*  the 
"  cloud ;  and  were  all  baptized  unto  Moses  in  the 
"  cIoad;^^Bd  did  all  eat  the  same  spiritual  meat; 
"and  did  all  drink  the  saine  spiritual  drink;  for 
'^  they  drank  of  that  spiritual  Rock  that  followed 
"  them ;  aad  that  Rock  was  Christ."  J  Cor.  x. 
1 — 4.  In  our  passage  through  this  wilderness  of 
life,  oyer  barren  sands,  and  amidst  tiery  serpents,  be 
thou,  blessed  Lord,  our  guide  and  oijr  guard ;  pro- 
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tected  by  thy  providence,  supported  bf  thy  word, 
and  refreshed  by  thy  Spirit,  Iradns  even  wtaens^mlKl 
in  what  manner,  it  shall  seem  g;ood  to  the*;  only  d* 
not  thba  forsake  us,  and  we  ask  do  more. 

4@.  Fbr  he  remembered  hit  holy  promtie,  md 
Abraham  hii  gervant.  4S.  jind  he  breughtfinih 
hh  people  wUhjoy  and  Aw  eho$en  aith  gladneM, 

The  same  Ood  hath  since  "  remembered  again  his 
"  promise  to  Abraham ;"  he  hath  visited  his  people, 
and  redeemed  them  from  the  bondage  of  rift,  undM 
the  tyranny  of  Satan ;  which  redemption  they  daily 
celebrate  in  the  church,  with- "joy  and  gladness," 
waiting  fOT  their  final  deliverance  from  death  and  the 
grave,  when  they  are  to  sing  in  heaven  "  the  song  of 
"  Moses  and  of  the  Lamb."  Rev.  xv.  3. 

44.  And  gave  them  the  lands  of  the  heathen:  and 
Mey  inherited  the  labour  of  the  people  ;  4^i. '  TRot 
they  might  observe  his  statutes,  and  keep  his  Utws. 
Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

It  was  not,  therefore,  intended  that  the  Israelites 
should  regard  Canaan  as  thetr  paradise,  and  look  no 
farther ;  but  that,  being  rescued  from  their  enemies, 
and  settled  in  peace  and  plenty,  they  sfaonld  im- 
prove the  opportunity,  thereby  afforded  them,  of 
serving  the  Lord  thefr  God,  and  of  securing  to 
themselves,  through  the  obedience  of  JaiUi,  an  in- 
heritance in  "  a  better  country,  that  is  to  say,  an 
"  heavenly."  And  let  all  the  children  of  faithfiil 
Abraham,  whose  lot  hath  &llen  in  "  a  land  flowing 
"  with  milk  and  honey"  upon  earth,  reflect,  that 
God  hath  given  them  riches,  and  the  leisure  which 
riches  procure,  not  for  the  purpose  of  indulging  and 
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eompting  thennelves  and  others,  but  that  they  may 
glorify.  bu>f  benefit  their  nn^botin,  aaid  lave  their 
owawit*;  "  that  th«y  may  (Swerve  hi»staUit/eVi«iid 
"  keep  his  laws."  Israel  was  delivered  hy  Mosei, 
Md  the  church  rederaied  by  Ghrit^  that  God  mi^t 
".  purify  to  himself  a  peeuliar'peo[^,  zefltofn  of  good 
"  worka."   Tit  ii.  14: 


TW£NTr-FIBST  DAY— EVENINO  PRAYER, 
PSALM   CVI. 

ARGDMGHT. 

The  Psalmist  here  ajpin  commemorates  the  Aivitut 
beaefits,  apbraiding  withal  the  ingratitodfeof  tboie 
inha  receiTed  them.  1,  9.  He  exhortetb  men  to 
the  praise  of  Jehovah ;  3—5.  proclaimeth  the 
blessednessj  and  longeth  for  the  felicity  of  the 
saints ;  6.  confesseth  the  sins  of  Israel,  and  giveth 
a  detail  of  their  rebellions ;  7—12.  at  the  Red  Sea ; 
13 — 15.  when  they  lusted  for  flesh  in  the  wilder- 
new  i  16— 18.  in  the  matter  of  Korah;  19—33. 
in  that  of  the  golden  calf;  3t— «7.  at  the  report 
of  the  spies;  38—31.  in  the  afifoir  of  Baal-peor ; 
33, 33.  at  the  waters  of  Meribah  ;  34—39.  in  not 
destroying  idolatry,  but  being  seduced  by  it. 
40 — 46.  God's  frequent  judgements,  aod  as  fre- 
quent mercies,  are  related;  4^7.  a  prayer  is  made, 
that  Jebovah  would  gather  Israel  from  amongtlie 
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Heathen,  which  ahows  tbe  Ptalm  to  hare  been 
-   written  daHng  some  capttTity  or  diiperaion.    Tbe 

hut  verse  contains  an  act  of  blessing  and  praise. 

1.  O  give  tktmkaunt9  Ike  Lord, /or, be. is  good, 
/or  his  merty  enduretb  for  ever. 

In  the  person  of  a  penitent  nation,  the  Prophet 
invites  mankind  to  "  give  thanks  onto  Jehorab/' 
for  that "  goodness"  which  preventeth  us  with  bless- 
ings, and  for  that  "mercy"  which  forgireth  mir 
transgressions ;  that  mercy  which  was  shown  to  our 
fore&thers  upon  their  rep^tance,  and  wiU  "  ever," 
be  shown,  upon  tbe  same  condition^  to  us  and  oor 
posterity ;  that  mercy  which  will  bring  sin  and 
misery  to  an  end,  itself  continuing  eternal  and  un- 
changeable. 

3.  Who  can  uUer  the  migh^f  act*  of  the  Loan  f 
who  can  show  forth  aU  hia  praise  f 

But  who  is  sufficient  for  a  work  that  demandeth 
the  tongues  and  harps  of  angeU  ?  "  When  you 
"  glorify  the  Lord,"  saith  the  Son  of  Sirach,  "  exalt 
"  hirti  as  much  as  you  can ;  for  even  yet  will  he  for 
"  exceed ;  and  when  you  exalt  him,  put  forth  all 
"  your  strength,  and  be  not  weary,  for  you  can 
"  never  go  f&r  enough."  .  Ecclus  xliit.  30. 

3.  Btesaed  are  they  that  ke^  judgement  j  aud  he 
that  doeth  righteousness  at  aU  times. 

Next  to  angels,  they  are  blessed  and  qualified 
to  praise  God  with  the  voice,  who  glorify  him  in 
their  lives;  who  having  experienced  in  thems^ves 
.the  "  mighty  acts''  of  mercy,  pardmiing  the  gailt, 
and  breaking  the  power  of  sin,  are  become  ttie  serv- 
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vrts  of  Jesw,  and  render  to  their  Sainoar  "  at  sill 
"  times,"  in  adversity  no  lees  than  in  pFosperity,  Uie 
dne  tribute  of  unfeigned  love  and  obedience. 

4.  SemenAer  me,  O  ljoitD,-with  the  favour  that 
tliou  bearest  unto  f  Ay  people :  O  viatt  me  with  thf 
tahation.  &.  That  I  may  seethe  good  of  tl^choaen; 
that  I  may  re/oice  in  the  gtadnest  of  thy  nation  ; 
that  I  may  glory  with  thine  inheritance. 

The  Psalmist  offereth  a  prayer  for  himself,  or 
rather  for  the  church  of  Israel^  that  she^  with  him- 
fldf,  might  partake  of  such  bleggednesa.  The  words 
might  have  a  reference  to  a  temporal  restoration  and 
fijicity;  batthey  certainly  extend  mach  farther,  and 
form  the  most  spiritual  and  heavenly  petition  that 
the  deroutest  Christian  can  prefer  to  the  throne  of 
grace.  "  Remember  me,  O  Lord,  with  the  favour" 
vrbich  thou  hart  alvrays  i^own  to  "  thy  people,"  in 
whom  thoa  haat  delighted  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  and  on  whom  it  is  thy  good  pleasure  to  confar 
a  glorious  kingdom.  "  O  visit  me  with  thy  salvation," 
-with  which  so  many  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  kings, 
have  desired  tabe  visited,  the  salvation  of  thy  Christ, 
theJQBtiSer  of  all  them  that  believe,  and  the  rewarder 
of  his  saints :  "  that  I  may  see  the  good  of  thy 
"  cfaoien,"tiieirf<dicity in beholdingthy countenance, 
and  living  for  ever  in  tby  presence ;  "  that  I  may  re- 
"  joice  in  the  gkdness  of  tiiy  nation,"  the  unspeak- 
a^  gladness  of  those  who  enter  into  the  joy  of 
Iheir  liord ;  "  and  glory  with  thine  inheritance," 
nDginghallehijaha  before  ^ine  everlasting  throne,  in 
the  Jonsalemvriiich  is  above.  Thelsraelitishchurcb, 
when  in  peace  and  tranquillity  serving  her  God,  and 
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ebsnting  Uke  longt  of  Ston,  affiirded  m  T«rj  lircfy 
rcpreaentalion  of  tbit  eternal  felici^. 

6.  We  ha»€  titmtd  with  owr  fathera :  we  kmtt 
totamiiUd  iniquity ,-  ne  have  tUiite  wrie/utUgf^ 

Tbey  wbo  have  joHted  with  the  Prophet  in  his  ^ 
feetiobate  aspiiation  after  the  divine  fitvcmr.  vnj 
h«n  leiEB  the  igre«t  way  to  attwa  it ;  namely,  hj 
confessing  their  own  aitif^  and  those  of  their  ance*- 
tors.  "  We  baw  linnet  with  oar  fiuhen,"  th^  is, 
«Aer  their  eiaoiple  of  adjeUef  ami  disobedience,  af 
which  an  account  immtdialcly  fcdloweth.  The  fik- 
thcn'  sina  are  eften  reflected  in  theic  children,  ead 
•aeh  new  refleDtiiHi>  instead  of  betog  weaker,  ti 
itronger  than  the  feMgoing  ;  aa  ia  the  caac  of  tint 
Jews. 

7.  Our  fathtrt  tiitd*rtta9d  not  ti^  vjonden  m 
£gypti  tiu^  rememb»rei  net  tAe  mHkiittdt  tf^(% 
fflcfciw;  but,iKromited  him  mt  fkt  taot  evea  mt  tke 

The  IwatihteH  did  not  pniBt,  a*  th«y  should  haw 
done,  by  tb*  imracles  fKrenghi  for  them  in  Bgypt ; 
they  increased  not  in.  the  nisdocn  and  knowledge  sf 
*  God  their  Saviour ;  biU  whea  they  saw  tibamsclvcB 
pursued  by  Pharaoh,  their  faith:  failed,  they  mur- 
nured  against  Mosca,  fend  wished  tfaeouelTea  i^in 
in  the  bondage  from  whiflh  they  were  jurt  delwercdi: 
£sod.  xiv.  10;  &c.  Tbw,  wlien.the  penitent  findeth 
himself  beset  wilh.  diffiaUtiea  and  daagara ;  when  he 
aeeth.  be£are  him  that  death  antft  sin,  throagb  whiah 
be  nust  paas  to,  »  life  of  rigbteouaMai^  while  Ute 
deril  and  the  world  follow  bard  afiter  hira^  to  destiny 
or  bring  hia  back  to  a  more  cniei  bondage,  hcMV'apt 
8 
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IB  fae  to  fytgtt  all  that  Chrisi  bath  dtme  for  htm  ! 
Fear  puts  out  the  light  of  faith,  and  hides  (he  pro- 
ipect  of  the  promiMd  land ;  imaghMtioit  recalls  the 
formed  gntrfitations  of  sense ;  h6  h  tempted  fo  tegfet 
tiie  desertion  of  Egypt,  and  to  wish  fyt  ft  return  Id 
it  again. 

Si  NeoertkeUia,  ke  saved  them  for  ki*  nam^ii 
sake  ;  that  he  might  make  hia  mighty  pomer  to  Bi 
knoam.  9.  He  rebuked  the  Red  Sea  also,  and  it 
was  Aied  i^ .-  so  he  led  them  through  the  depths, 
a»  through  the  wildemees.  10.  ^nd  he  saved  tkitfi 
frtm  the  hand  of  him  that  liated  them,  and  r^ 
deen^d  them  ftom  the  hard  of  the  etteiMf,  IX.AUd 
the  teatefK  covered  their  enerrdea :  theri  tta^  liM 
one  of  them  left.  1%.  Then  believed  theif  kU 
words  ;  the^  sang  his  praise. 

Comforted  and  enconnged  by  Mcnet,  the  armies 
of  Israel  adraneed  fo  (he  shore ;  and,  Fo,  the  watefr, 
af  the  lifitiftg  «p  of  the  powerful  rod,  mAantiy 
|mfed>,  ait^,  like  so  many  ffeltdiaciplined  ffOop^, 
arran^ng  fhemsefrefl  in  tvrocoluimis,  disclosed  a  nt^ 
Md  strange  path,  by  which  the  people  of  God  ^ef6 
conducted,  m  perfect  secnrity,  to  the  oppoalte  shdre ; 
wlien  (he  waCerr,  ftlKngdotfo,  and  re&ssQMing  their 
dneienC  habitation,  overnbehried  (fae  infidef  hos^  and 
left  not  a  man  to  carry  the  nevfs  to  Egypt.  Thtt>ugft 
^  the  diflScirhiea  a  nd  dangers  of  the  Ciratiatt  cdutae, 
tuQi  witt  ever  find  a  vray  opened,  hy  thtt  power  of 
JlestH,  from  tm  to  rEghteouiaeR»,  and  fi*ofti  de^h  ^ 
.  Kfe :  the  ememkfr  of  our  ralvation;  how  foctt)id&Ua 
vieter,  shall  disappear,  and  be  no  more ;  ftml  tfe    ■ 
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ahall  sing,  like  Israel,  a  song  of  triumph  to  the  Lord 
our  God. 

13.  7%^  aoon  forgat  his  works,  Heb.  7%^ 
made  haste,  they  forgat  his  works  ;  thegf  waited  not 
J&r  his  counsel.  ■  14.  But  lusted  exceedingly  in  the 
wddemese,  and  tempted  God  in  the  desert.  1 5.  And 
he  gave  them  their  request ;  but  sent  leanness  into 
their  souls. 

Soon  after  the  Israelites  had  experienced  the 
power  and  goodness  of  Jehovah,  at  the  Red  Sea,  we 
find  them  munnuring  against  him,  Exod.  xv.  34. 
They  grew  impatient,  they  looked  upon  themselves 
as  forgotten,  and  given  over  to  destruction.  They 
loathed  manna,  and  required  6e8h  ;  flesh  was  sent 
them,  on  vrhich  they  surfeited  themselves ;  the  wrath 
of  God  smote  them,  and  many  were  carried  off  by 
a  grievous  plagne :  Numb.  xi.  4. 33.  Let  us  learn 
to  wait  God's  time  and  counsel,  for  the  supply  of 
necessaries^  much  more  of  conveniences ;  remena- 
bering  that  he  hath  given  us  his  Son,  and  therdbre 
will  not  deny  us  such  inferior  corpore^  blessings,  as 
he  foreseeth  will  really  prove  blessings  to  us.  Let 
us  be  duly  thankful  for  that  "  bread  which  cometh 
"  down  from  heaven,"  cautious  how  we  request  the 
good  things  of  this  world,  and  strictly  temperate  in 
the  lise  of  them  when  given. 

16.  2%^  envied  Moses  also  in  the  camp,  and 
^wonthe  saint  of  thehoBS.  17.  7^  earth  open- 
ec^  end  awiUUtwed  i^  Dathan,  and  covered  the 
eompamf  of  Abirmn.  18.  And  a  jite  mu  kindled 
M  tftetr  comptnuf  ;  the^ame  burnt  up  the  wicked* 
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Moses  and  Aaron  were  the  dirinely  appointied 
governors  of  Israel,  in  churcb  and  state.  Envy 
and  ambition  led  Korab,  Dalban^  and  Abiram,  to 
accQse  the  former  of  tyranny^  and  the  latter  of 
priestcraft.  Jehovah  was  appealed  to,  a  day  ap- 
pointed, and  a  decision  made.  One  body  of  the 
malcontents  went  down  alive  into  ^e  pit,  anothw 
was  consumed  by  fire  from  heaven  :  Numb,  xvi.' 
Let  schismatics  and  rebels  beware  of  that  "  pit," 
which  is  bottomless,  and  of  that  "  fire,"  which  shali 
never  be  quenched. 

]9.  They  Tnade  a  calf  in  Horeb,  and  worshipped 
the  molten  image.  20.  Ifius  they  changed  their 
glory  into  the  similitude  of  an  ox  that  eateth  grass. 
SI.  Th^forgat  God  their  Saviour,  wfiich  had  done 
great  things  in  Egypt :  22.  Wondrous  works  in  the 
land  of  Ham,  and  terrible  things  by  the  Red  Sea . 

While  the  terrible  presence  of  God  abode  upon 
mount  Sinai,  and  Moses  was  gone  up  thither  to  re- 
ceive die  law,  even  then,  and  there,  "  at  Horeb," 
the  people  apostatized  to  the  old  fevourite  sin  of 
idolatry,  and  persuaded  Aaron  to  make  them  a 
*'  calf,"  or  "  ox,"  before  which  they  prostrated  them- 
selves, acknowledging  it,  or  ^e  power  represented 
by  it,  whatever  that  was,  to  have  been  the  author  of 
theu*  deliverance  from  Egypt ;  Exod.  xxxii. :  "  for  as 
"  to  Moses,  they  knew  not  what  was  become  of  him," 
nor  ever  expected  to  see  him  any  more.  Thus  they 
exchanged  their  "  glory,"  the  glory  which  had  ac- 
companied them  in  the  mystic  cloud,  nay,  which  was 
then  present  before  their  eyes  on  the  top,  of  the 
mount,  "  for  an  image  made  like  to  a  four-footed 
2 
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**  beut,"  as  it  ii  jaid  of  the  Heathen  in  their  wont 
wtate,  Rom.  i.  iS.  and  thus  they  forgat  JehoTsh, 
who  had  wroag;ht  his  works  and  nondere  for  them 
iH  Egypt  and  at  the  Red  Sea.  It  ia  to  be  hoped, 
we  shall  never  live  to  see  a  time,  when  the  miracla 
of  oum  Redemption  shall  b«  for^tten ;  when  the 
iietnm  of  Jesns  Christ  from  heaven  shall  be  despaired 
of;  and  when  the  people  shall  soUcit  their  teachws 
to  ftibricate  a  new  philosophical  deity,  for  them  to 
worship,  instead  of  the  God  of  their  ancestors,  to 
whom  glory  hath  been  ascribed,  from  generation  to 
generation. 

S3L  Ihertfore  kt  aaid  that  he  would  destrt^  then, 
had  not  Mo9^  hit  eho»en  ataod  k*for9  him  m  1A« 
hreaeh,  ta  i»r»  ooh^  hi$  wmth,  lest  k*  ^hevld  de- 
Hrt'tf  them. 

When  we  hear  Jebowh  Baying  to  Mows^  on  •«- 
count  of  bis  people's  monstrous  ingratitude,  and 
atrocious  wickedness, "  Let  me  alone,  that  my  wrath 
"  may  wax  hot  against  them,  and  that  I  may  con- 
"  sutne  them,  and  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  aa^ 
"  tioR ;"  when  no  hear  Moaw,  stotwithstanding  thi^* 
interceding  fer  his  covintrymen,  with  the  offended 
M^ecrty  of  beaveo ;  ur^ng  to  God  the  giery  of  his 
name,  the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  Israel,  the 
covenant  he  had  SHtde  with  their  fathers ;  and  iiHttf 
mast  be  Q«st  off,  deairing  hissseU'  to  parish  with 
t^«m  J  "  if  thon  wilt,  forgive  their  sin ;  aad  if  not, 
"  Wot  nift  I  pray  thee,  out  of  thy  boc^k  wh^  thoa 
"  hast  writt^ ;"  how  we  aro  astonished  ak  aa  i*- 
sta^co  of  sqch  iavwclble  fortitude,  ItovenI  pii^,  wi- 
^dulterated  pa^otiam,  triumphast  faith,  mi  w»- 
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bOTided  dutn^y!  Once,  anil  but  «Kt^  wa»i|Jiii' 
imtaiu:e  cKpeeded,  by  Him,  in.^lHtifi.iun|«1iieiii\*i 
teroesHon  eiSAottk  wm  «ik1»  and  Qoe^sd ;  -wbof 
redly  takiBg  uppa  iuowdf  tte  ajw  of  bi*  p*op)«, 
sofoBdtha-wDgmioe^iielotjbm;  aid  wboisfww 
at  the  right  haod  of  God  interaedi^  for  ai  ajl .  Sire 
Exad.xnii.  10— 14,«i»d^  .  .^■..     ■.  „. 

S4.  Yea,  tk^degptsedtbeplisawd  UtmA;  iit^ 
bdiaedMotJUtmord;  SS.  £ui  mwmurtdtn  thtip 
ttnts,  BhA  hearkened  not  mttto  Abe  veke  pfthe  L/umt. 
26,  Therefore  he  tified  up  his  Jiand  M^ain$t  them, 
to  McnEArMo  cAem  in  the  wUderm^w :  %7.  To  overr 
throw  their  seed  also  among  the  naUoHs,  mid  tt 
mater  thftm  im  tkx  iande. 

Tbe  biitory  her*  albded  tp  is  coptaiBed  ia  Numb. . 
ni.  and  xit.  Tim  spies  buou^  bank  a  favsanUc^ 
aacoBHt  of  (be  proiuuad  had  «nd  its.f>radiKtfpn<' 
bat  oeraaBnniatad  to  the  people  Ihoie  terrible  ap^ 
^RbeasioM,  witb  wbtch  theauelvas  wok  pOHonn), 
ooaomiaS  tb«  power  «f  the  AoaJdoM,  and  other  iB<- 
babitants  of  Canaan.  Infidelity  presently  discewned 
itoetf  by  iu  msaai  fivit,  diwbedutnea.  Tbay  tiiojaght 
Aeyahould^evar  bettble  to  satmountaU  ^ew  diffi^ 
odtici,  foatshoald  bceoneaptsy,  willi  dieir  wivas 
and  cbiUreD,  to  tbe  airard;  and  a  return  to  Eg^pt 
was  cnae  raoim  'li»  cry  of  dhe  camp  «f  Iwadl 
Tbevefoe  4mI  Jeborab  "  lift  up  ^  band  agawat 
"  tiwm ;"  he  dadartd,  Aat  wmm  of  tbe  gencntkn 
tbca  in  boxag,  JoAxim.  aad  Calcftt  only  excepted, 
sboald  entsr  into  Us  nest,  ^t  tiiat  ifaegr  Bk»\Ai  ftii 
in  tbe  wildcrnass,  wilimU  setiifig  fant  in  ihat  pleaMi* 
and  mort  dnimbk  land.    DimomRixwB  and  iKfr 
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peraion  wen  also  thre&t«ied  to  their  pottenty,  thrt 
is,  if  they  ihoidd  go  on  in  the  nune  q>irit  of  re- 
bellion, and  Gil -up  the  measore  of  their  Others'  ini- 
quities ;  which  they  have  since  done,  and  are  accord- 
ingly "  overthrown  among  the  natiotw,  and  scattered 
"among  the  lands"  to  this  day.  Bat  do  not  thon 
suffer  US,  O  Lord,  to  despise  that  "  pleasant  land," 
which  thou  designest  to  be  the  inheritance  of  thy 
sainfai ;  whatever  obstructions  may  be  thrown  in  eW 
way,  suffer  us  not,  throng  sloth  and  cowardice,  to 
"  disbelieve  thy  word,"  to  doubt  the  accomplish^ 
ment  of  thy  promise^  or  to  "  murmur"  against 
thy  dispensations. 

38.  TTiof  joined  tkemsehes  ^o  vtUo  Maalrpeor, 
and  ate  the  saerificei  of  the  dead.  39.  Urns  they 
provoked  bim  to  anger  with  their  invejitione  ; .  and 
the  plague  brake  in  upon  them.  30.  Then  stood  t^ 
Pbinehas,  and  executed  judgenunt;  and  so  the 
plague  was  stayed.  31.  ^And  that  was  counted  unto 
hwi  for  righteousness,  unto  all  generationa  for 


By  Beiaam's  advice,  Numb.  xxxL  16.  the  Moab- 
ites  and  Midianites  sent  tiieir  daugfateis  among  the 
people  of  Israel,  who  soon  yielded  to  the  temptatioui 
and'  fornication  ended  in  idolatry ;  nay,  perhaps  it 
might  be  a  part  of  the  Moabitish  ritual ;  as  we.know 
it  was  among  the  religious  services  paid  by  the  latter 
Heathens  to  some  of  their  deities.  By  the  "  sacrifices 
'■'  of  the  dead,"  may  be  meant  sacrifices  which  were 
offered  either  to  dead  idols,  or  to  men  deified  after 
death.  To  punish  this  apostasy,  the  wrath  of  Jeho- 
vah went  forth,  and  2^,000  perished  by  the  plague, 
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vrhidi  at  leng;th  ceased,  when  Phinehaa  had  "  exe- 
"  cttted  jndgemenr  apon  Zimri  and  Gosbi,  who 
seemed,  indeed,  to  call  aloud  for  it,  by  iodulging 
th»r  lawless  passions  in  the  midst  of  so  grievous  a 
calamity,  at  a  time  when  the  whole  congregation 
were  hambling  themselves  before  Qod  at  the  door  of 
the  tabernacle.  "  Wherefore,"  saith  Crod,  "  be- 
*'  hold  I  give  onto  him  my  covenant  of  peace ;  and 
"  he  shall  have  it,  and  his  need  after  him,  even  the 
"  covraiant  of  an  everlasting  priesthood,  because  he 
"  was  zealous  for  his  God,  and  made  ^n  atonement 
*'  for  the  children  of  Israel :"  Numb.  xxv.  1@.  ;  It 
is  most  probable,  as  Dr.  Hammond  observes,  that 
Phinehaa,  being  the  son  of  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aaron, 
vras  one  of  the  judges  of  Israel ;  uid  if  so,  he  had 
a  dear  commission  for  what  he  did,  from  Moses^ 
who  had  "  said  to  the  judges  of  Israel,  Slay 
"  ye  every  one  his  man,  that  were  joined  to  Baal- 
"  peor :"  Numb.  xxv.  5.  The  case  of  Phinehas, 
therefore,  is  no  precedent  for  uncommissioned  zealots. 
In  general  we  learn  from  this  part  of  the  sacred 
history,  how  accepaable  to  God  is  a  well-timed  zeal 
for  his  service ;  as  also,  how  dangerous  it  is  to  con- 
verse too  freely  with  those  of  the  other  sex,  especially 
when  they  have  been  educated  in  a  false  religion,  or 
in  no  religion  at  all. 

32.  Th^  angered  him  also  at  the  waters  of 
atrife,  so  that  it  went  ill  itUh  Moses  for  their  sokes  : 
33.  Because  tha/  provoked  his  spirit,  so  that  he 
spake  unadvisedli/  with  his  lips. 

This  instance  of  disobedience  was,  in  point  of  . 
time,  prior  to  that  mentioned  in  the  preceding  verses. 
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It  is  rehtcd,  Numb.  xx.  3— IS.  The  spirit  of 
Mwes,  though  he  was  tfae  meekest  man  upon  earthy 
vtoM  BO  exasperated  and  imbHteredby  continual 
murmuring  and  rebelliona,  that  be  is  chaiged  Trith 
"  not  having  believed  Qod,  to  sanctify  him  in  tint 
"  eyes  of  the  children  of  Israel;"  and  he  was,  «ii 
that  account^  denied  the  honour  of  bringing-  than 
into  the  land  of  promiM.  H^  had  been  commanded 
to  smite  the  rock,  that  water  might  come  forth.  In 
anger  he  smote  it  twice,  thua  upbraidiog  the  people : 
"  Hear  now,  ye  rebels ;  must  we  fetch  you  watfr  out 
"  of  this  rock  i"  He  sbow«d  not  that  affiance  in 
God,  that  disposition  to  glorify  him  before  his  peopi*, 
which  became  him  in  the  execution  of  his  oflSoe. 
"  The  wralh  of  man"  fonnd  admission,  and  that ' 
"  worketh  not  the  righteousness  of  God."  Thou, 
blessed  Jesus,  art  tfie  only  perfect  pattern  of  patience 
and  love ;  O  grant  to  alt,  but  above  ell,  to  tlft  parton 
of  thy  flock,  a  "  spirit"  not  easy  to  be  "  provoked," 
and  lipe  not  hasty  to  "  speak  onadvisedly." 

34.  7ft^  did  not  deftro^  the  nations,  ooneermng 
whom  the  Lord  commanded  them:  36.  Bvt  tw» 
■mingled  among  the  heathen,  and  learned  thiw 
works.  36.  And  they  served  their  idols ;  icAtei 
were  a  snare  imto  them. 

When  the  iniquity  of  the  Canaanites  w«b  fiUl,  it 
pleased  God  to  extirpate  the  race,  and  Israel  was 
commissioned  to  execute  upon  them  the  vengeanet 
~  det(;rmined.  But  the  conquerors  suffered  themselves 
frequently  to  be  seduced  into  sH  the  abominatioM  of 
the  conquered,  and  spared  Ukw  idolatrous  altars,  till 
themselveecBme tobowdownbefepethem.  Judg-ii- 
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%  3.  The  Cenaanttes,  a^init  wboni  wcCbiiitiaiu 
militate,  are  oar  lusts,  which,  if  they  are  spared  mnd 
treated  with,  will  prove  "  m  vnare"  to  u>,  and  in 
time  became  our  mastera.  Mercy  shown  to  thMn 
a  eraefty  to  onrselveB,  and  will  always  be  found  ao 
in  the  end. 

^.  Yea,  th^  sacr^ced  their  sotu  and  their 
iaughtera  unto  deoiU :  S8.  vjbuZ  ahed  innocent  bloody 
eren  f  Ae  Ithod  of  their  tion»  and  of  their  daughten, 
vAomtheyaaerificed  unto  the  idols  of  Canaan:  and 
the  land  wae  poUuted  totflb  blood. 

It  it  plain,  that  the  "  devils,"  mentioned  in  the 
fonmr  of  these  two  verves,  are  **  the  idols  of  Ca- 
"  man,**  mentioned  in  the  latter.  The  word  tram> 
kted  *•  devib,"  is  t3»T»,  literally,  "  the  pouren 
'*  forth  ;*'  by  which  it  it  highly  probable,  that  the 
idoiatert  meant  the  i^reat  agents  of  nature,  w  the 
bearens,  considered  as  giving  rain,  causing  the  earth 
tfl  tend  out  springs,  and  to  put  forth  her  increase, 
vegetables  to  yield  and  nourish  their  fruit,  and 
animals  to  abound  with  milk,  for  the  subsistence  of 
their  youn^  *.  Idolatry  being  a  work  of  the  devil, 
it  is  true,  in  lact,  that  what  is  offered  to  an  idol,  it 
ofibred  to  the  devil ;  though  the  word,  &nr.  doth  by 
uo  means  imply  it.  We  stand  astonished,  doubtless, 
at  this  horrid,  barbarous,  and  unnatDml  impiety  of 
ot^ring  children  by  fire  to  a  Moloch:  but  bow  littJe 
is  it  eonsidwed,  that  children  brought  «p  in  the 
ways  of  i^orance,  error,  vanity,  folly,  and  vice, 

*  See  the  account  given  of  Ibe  word  by  the  leaned  aod 
meeniouB  Mr.  Pukhunt,  in  hh  exeelt«nt  Htbmr-Emgtiah 
Icikoo. 
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are  more  effectually  sacrificed  to  the  great  adversary 
of  mankind ! 

39.  Thus  were  tkt^  defiled  with  their  own  works, 
and  went  a  whoring  with  their  own  inventiom. 
40.  T^ierefore  was  the  wrath  of  the  Loan  kindled 
against  his  people;  insomuch  that  he  abhorred  his 
own  inheritance.  41 .  And  he  gave  them  into  the 
hand  of  the  heathen,  and  theif.  that  hated  tkem  ruied 
over  them.  42.  7%eir  enemies  also  oppressed  them, 
and  they  were  brought  into  subjection  under  their 
hand.  43.  Many  times  did  he  deliver  them,  but 
CAey  provoked  him  with  their  counsel,  and  were 
brought  tow  for  their  iniquity.  44.  Nevertheless 
he  regarded  their  affiiction,  when  he  hectrdlheirciy.  • 

45.  And  he  remembered  for  them  his  covenant,  and 
repented  according  to  the  multitude  of  Ms  mercies. 

46.  He  made  them  also  to  be  pitied  of  all  those  thai 
carried  them  captives. 

This  is  an  epitome  of  the  history  of  the  Israelites, 
from  the  time  when  they  took  possession  of  CanaaOj 
downwards.  Transgressions  brought  on  chastise- 
ments ;  chastisements  produced  repentance ;  and  re- 
pentance bblained  mercy.  For  their  last  and  grand 
rebellion  against  the  Son  of  God,  and  their  King 
Messiah,  whom  they  murdered,  the  sore  burden  of 
Heaven's  displeasure  hath  now  rested  upon  the  na- 
tion  these  seventeen  hundred  years ;  but  their  eyes 
are  not  yet  opened ;  their  hearts  have  not,  hitherto, 
relented.  How  hath  the  "  wrath  of  Jehovah  been 
"  kindled  against  his  people,  insomuch  that  he  hath 
"  abhorred  bis  ovrn  inheritance  1"  How  hath  he 
"  given  them  into  the  hand  of  the  Heathen,  and 
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"  caused  them  that  hated  them  to  rule  over  tbem  !' 
How  have  "  their  enemies  oppressed  them ;"  how 
have  they  been  brought  into  subjection  under  their 
"  hand !  Nevertheless,  O  Lord,  regard  their  afiBiction, 
"  when  thoa  hearest  their  cry ;"  grant  them  repent- 
ance first,  and  then  pardon ;  "  remember  for  them 
"  thy  covenant ;"  let  them  chan^  their  mind,  and 
do  thou  "  change  thy  purpose,  according  to  the 
'*  multitude  of  thy  mercies  ;  make  Ihem  also  to  be 
"  pitied  of  all  those  that  have  carried  them  captives  ;'* 
cause  them,  upon  their  conversion,  to  find  favour  in 
the  eyes  of  the  nations ;  and  do  Thou,  who  hast 
so  long  been  "  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,"  be- 
come ooce  more  "  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel." 

47.  Save  its,  O  Lord  our  God,  and  gather  us 
from  among  the  heathen,  to  give  thanks  unto  thy 
holy  name,  and  to  triumph  in  thy  praise. 

It  appears  from  this  verse,  that  the  Psalm  was 
written  at  a  time  when  Israel  was  in  captivity 
"  among  the  Heathen."  Such  will  be  the  petition  of 
the  Jews  hereafter  to  him  whom  they  crucified ;  and 
such  is  now  the  petition  of  the  Christian  church,  that 
the  elect  may  be  finally  gathered  together,  and  united 
in  one  eongregation,  "  to  give  thanks  unto  the  name, 
"  and  triumph  for  ever  in  the  praises,  of  Jesus." 

48.  Blessed  be  the  L(>rd  God  of  Israel  from 
everlasting  to  everlasting  ;  and  let  all  the  people 
say.  Amen.     Praise  ye  the  Lobd.  . 

At  all  times,  in  all  places,  and  by  all  persons,  on 
earth  and  in  heaven,  in  prosperity  and  adversity, 
peace  or  persecution,  "  the  Loeo  God  of  Israel," 
the  Saviour  and  Redeemer  of  his  church,  is  to  be 
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"^  UesMd ;"  nor  can  any  aitaation  exempt  a  befiever 
.  firoffl  saying,   "  Aniea,  Hallelojah,"  that  it,  teem 
blening'  God,  luauetf,  and  enitiog  othen  tA  dv 
the  same. 


TWENTY-SECOND  DAY.— MORNING  PRAYER. 

PSALM  cvri. 


The  redeemed  of  the  Lord  are  exhorted  in  this 
PBalm,  1 — 3,  to  praise  him  for  his  goodneaa  in 
redeeming,  and  gathering  them  from  the  four 
qnarters  of  the  world.  Their  danger  and  their 
deliverance  are  represented  amfer  tbefrar  strtka^ 
images,  4 — 9.  of  travi^rs  lost  in  a  wUderaaw, 
but  directed  and  conducted  home;  10— Ifl.  of 
prisoners  rescued  from  captivity ;  IT — SS'.  of 
sick  and  dying  men  restored  to  health ;  23—32. 
of  mariners  preserved  in  a  storm  at  sea,  and 
broBght  safe  into  port.  33—41,  Soow  other  in- 
stances of  God's  providence  in  the  govMrooMBt  of 
the  world,  and  of  the  ehnrch,  are  adduced  and 
insisted  on,  for,  43.  the  consolation  of  the 
righteous,  and,  43.  the  instruction  of  all. 

1.  O  gvoe  thanks  unto  tke  hoKD,  for  be  is  good, 
for  his  mercj/  endnreth  for  eeer.  ,  2.  Let  the  re- 
deemed of  the  Lord  seof  so,  a>hom  he  hath  redeemed 
from  the  Hand  of  the  enetr^.  3.Am£gat9keretltkein 
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m^iffthe  lands,  Jhmt  the  etat,  andfnm  the  letti, 
pvm  the  north  and  from  the  aotUh. 

Eternal  mercy  is  the  theme  bere  proposed  ;  and 
they  who  bare  tasted  its  sweets,  are  iavited  to  joio 
IB  setting  forth  its  praises.  The  raembere  of  the 
Chriitian  church  are  now,  in  the  most  proper  and 
cnphatical  sense  of  the  words>  "  tbe  redeemed  {>£ 
"  of  Jebovah,  whom  he  hatb  redeemed  from  the  baad 
"  of  the  enemy,  aad  giUhered  them/'  by  the  Gospel, 
out  of  all  lands,  and  from  all  the  four  quarters  of  (be 
frorld,  to  form  a  cborcb,  and  to  supply  the  place  (^ 
Hit  apostate  Jews ;  whose  fore&ihers  esperieaced, 
in  type  and  shadow,  tiie  good  tbinga  prepared  for 
them  and  for  us,  in  truth  and  substance.  "  Many," 
Mith  our  Liord  to  the  Jews,  *'  shall  come  from  the 
"eastand  from  the  west,  and  from  the  north,  and 
"  from  the  south,  and  sbaU  sit  dowa  in  the  king- 
^*  don  of  God — and  ye  yourselves  shall  be  tbnut 
"out:"  Matt.  viii.  U.  Luke  xiii.  29.  We,  con- 
Tcrted  Gtentiles,  are  the  happy  pe<^le ;  aad  we  are 
teight  in  this  Psalra  to  celebrate  that  mercy  which 
made  us  wx 

4.  Ifiey  wandered  in  the  vjildernesa,  in  a  solitary 
»ay,  they  found  ma  city  to  dtoell  in.  5.  Htmgry 
aad  tJurali/,  their  aoul  fainted  in  them.  6.  Then 
tifty  cried  tmto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble,  and  kede~ 
Iwared  them  out  of  their  di$tres8ea.  7.  Aad  he  led 
them  forth  by  the  rigiU  way,  that  tkty  might  go  t» 
a  city  of  habitation. 

The  spiritual  blessings  of  redemption  are  repre- 
sented by  the  Psalmist  under  four  exqoitilely  beanti- 
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fill  and  expressive  images ;  which  images  are  tbem- 
selTes  four  especial  acU  of  God's  providential  care 
and  love,  shown  toward  the  bodies  of  men  in  the 
world ;  corresponding  with  as  many  works  of  grace, 
wrought  on  the  «oula  of  believers,  in  the  church. 
The  first  of  these  pictures  exhibiteth  to  oar  view  a 
set  of  travellers  lost  in  a  pathless  desert,  and  well 
nigh  fomished  through  want  of  necessary  provisions. 
They  make  their  distresses  known  by  prayer  to  Je- 
hovah, and,  lo,  he  appears,  as  their  guard,  and  their 
guide ;  be  supplies  all  their  necessities  upon  the 
journey,  and  conducts  them  in  safety  to  their  place 
of  abode.  Thus  he  dwelt  with  Israel  of  old,  in  their 
passage,  through  the  waste  and  howling  wilderness, 
from  Egypt  to  Canaan.  And  thus  he  is  ready  to 
deal  with  us  all.  "  The  world,"  saith  Lord  Boting- 
bn^e  *,  "  is  a  great  wilderness,  wherein  mankind 
"  have  wandered  about  from  the  creation — We  are 
"  not  only  passengers,  or  sojourners,  but  absolute 
*'  strangers  at  the  first  steps  we  make  in  it."  Wc 
are  so,  indeed ;  and  too  often,  throng  our  own 
fault,  continue  such  to  the  last ;  we  find  not  the  way 
which  leads  to  heaven,  nor,  if  we  did  find  it,  have 
we  strength  to  travel  in  it,  without  the  viaticum  - 
which  Cometh  from  thence,  and  which  alone  can 
Iwing  us  thither.  Fervent  and  importunate  prayer 
to  the  God  of  our  salvation  will  procure,  from  above 
knowledge  to  dispel  our  ignorance,  and  grace  to  help 
our  infirmities ;  the  former  will  discover  to  us  oar 

*  Reffections  on  History,  vol,  i.  p.  344,  and  171. 
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road;  the  loUer  will  enabid  a*  to  walk  in  it,  andbo^ 
toother  will  carry  us;  in.  doe  time,  to  "  the  city  of 
"  our  eternal  habitation." 

8.  O  that  men  toouid  praise  the  Lord  for  hU 
goodnesst  and  for  hia  wonderful  worka  to  the  ehitdren 
efmen!  9.  Far  he  aatiafietk  the  longing,  or,  thirsty, 
sold,  andfiUeth  the  hungiy  soul  toitk  goodness. 

The  former  of  these  two  verses  is  a  choras^  re- 
peated after  the  celebration  of  each  of  the  four  mer- 
cies here  related.  Iiiterally  it  is^  "  Let  them  acknow- 
"  ledge  to  Jehovah  hia  raercy,  and  his  wonders  fitr 
"  the  children  of  Adam."  And  what  can  betterde- 
«erve  our  acknowledgement,  than  the  provision  made 
for  the  bodies  and  souls  of  Christian  traveHers^  in 
^ir  way  to  that  heavenly  country  and  city,  "  where 
"  they  shall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst  any  more, 
"  neither  shall  the  sun  light  on  them,  nor  any  beat ; 
"  for  the  Lamb  which  ii  in  the  midst  of  the  throne 
"  fiball  feed  them,  end  shall  lead  them  unto  living 
*'  fovatains  of  waters :  and  God  shall  wipe  away  aJU 
**  tears  from  their  eyes."     Rev.  vii.  16. 

10.  Such  as  sit  m  darkness,  and  m  the  shadow  of 
death,  being  bound  in  affliction  and  iron :  1 1.  Be- 
cause th^  rebelled,  against  the  words  of  God,  and 
contemned  the  counsel  of  the  most  High:  13.  There- 
fore he  brought  down  their  heart  with  labour  ; 
tha/fell  down,  and  there  was  none  to  help.  13.  Ihen 
.  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble,  and  he 
saved  them  out  of  their  distresses.  14r.  He  brought 
them  out  of  darkness,  and  the  shadow  of  death, 
ifuid  brake  their  bands  in  sunder,  lb.  O  that  men 
wouid  praise  the  Loiud  for  Aw  goodness,  and  for 

vol..  II.  S      . 
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hU  umtderfad  warka  to  Me  cAt&frcn  o/B  iTien .'  16, 
Jfbr  he  hatk  broken  tk«  gatet  ofbrata,  and  cut  Ik* 
bars  of  iron  in  sunder. 

In  Uii»  second  piece  oC  divine  scenery,  we  behold 
a  people  groaning  ander  all  the  miseries  of  captivitjr, 
depcived  of  li^M  and  liberty^  diained  dowit  in  borrid 
dungcOBi.  and  there  expecting  the  day  of  executiea. 
Tbete  calaaiities  they  arc  represented  as  having 
hrougUt  Dpoti  themMlvcs  by  their  rebellion  againit 
G«d,  who  taket  this  method  of  humbling'  them.  U 
nceeeds,  and  brings  them  upon  their  knees  to  Him 
who  alone  is  able  to  deliver  them.  Moved  by  their 
cries,  he  exerts  hia  power  on  their  behalf,  and  frees 
them  from  the  boase  of  bondage.  To  a  slate  of 
corporal  servitode  the  Israelites,  for  their  transgrct- 
lions,  were  freqoently  reduced,  and  many  times 
esiperienced,  upcrn  their  repentance,  Ibe  goodneu  of 
Jatwvah  in  rescuing  them  from  it.  Bat  the  grand 
and  oniversal  captivity  is  that  of  sin  and  death ;  the 
grattd  andnniTevBal  delivemace,  for  which  att  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord  ooght  to  praise  his  mercy, 
is  that  by  Jeim  Christ.  Adam  and  all  hia  posterity 
"  rebelled  against  the  words  of  God,  atid  conteamed 
"  the  counsel  of  the  Most  High."  By  so  doing,  they 
snl^octed  themselves  to  a  slavery  the  heaviest  snd 
biltereat  of  all  otbers.  The  devil  led  them  captive  at 
hii  wMl,  and  set  over  them  their  own  insatiable  luits 
and  pasuona,  as  so  many  taskmasters,  to  afflict,  and 
lt«ep  them  nnder.  By  these  the  seal  is- confined  so 
dote  iS' prison,  and  booad  with  so  many  chains,  that 
it  cannot  get  forth  to  do  the  wiHofGod,  oven  when 
tiiat  ia  made  known  to  it     Of  mankind  in  this  slate 
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bow  tralj  may  it  ba  aiid,  and  ttovr  often  in  Sertptitte 
k  k  flud,  «ftdcr  tfaosft  and  th«  like  flg:Bre8,  "  Thejr 
"  nt  in  (lurkneM,  aad  in  the  thadcnr  of  death,  beinj^ 
"  &st  bound  in  miiery,  and  bands  stroaf  if  than 
"  iron^-^He  ^so  brought  dovrn  their  beart  throngfb 
*'  heavincM,  they  fell  dovrn,  and  there  wat  ooM  to 
'*  help  r'  A.  Mnse  oi  this  his  wttfol  cendttJAn  forcM 
the  sinner  to  "  cry  unto  the  Lord  Jesus  in  bis  trtv* 
"  Ue,"  and  to  say,  "  O  wrctchad  man  ^at  t  am, 
**  who  thttll  Oliver  me  from  this  body  «f  death  r 
"  Bring  my  eml  out  of  prison,  that  I  may  g^A 
"  thanks  nnto  thy  name."  And  now  his  pmyer  is 
heard,  the  grace  of  Christ  eometh  to  his  assistaAce, 
and  he  is  mode  "  free  indeed."  His  chains,  like 
thoae  of  St.  Peter,  fall  off  at  the  word  of  hts  deli- 
veier ;  he  is  '*  saved  out  of  bis  distreas ;"  he  is  brought 
"  out  of  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death,"  into  th« 
glorious  light  and  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God.  The 
joy  consequent  upon  such  a  deliverance  v/iH  be  ex- 
ceadsd  only  by  that  which  shall  take  place  in  the 
lieflrts,  and  be  expressed  by  the  voices  of  the  re- 
daemedf  on  the  day  when  Christ  shall  eccomplisli  dke 
TcdeiQptton  of  their  bodies  also,  as  be  hath  already 
eSeeted  that  of  his  own.  from  the  power  of  the  grave  ; 
when  he  di^l  da^  in  pieces  the  brazen  gates  and 
adaroantiae  bars  of  that  prteon-honse,  put  an  end  for 
M*r  to  the  bondage  of  eormption,  and  lead  captivity 
captive  in  die  highest  heavens. 

1?.  Fools,  bteauae  of  their  trantgreseions,  ami  be- 

^ai8eoftKeiTiliiquiUe»,artaffiieted.  IS, TAeirsouZ 

mbkarreth  ail  nuamer  of  meat,  and  tk^  draw  neat 

smfo  the  gaiea  t^duAh.     19.  Then  th^  ory  vnto 

s  % 
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(Ae  Lord  in  their  trouble,  and  he  smt^k  them  oiU 
of  their  diatretses.  30.  He  sent  hi*  iDord  and  hetUed 
them,  and  delioered  them  Jrom  their  deatruction. 
21.  O  that  men  would  praiae  the  Xjord  for  his 
goodness,  and  for  Am  wonderjul  works  to  the  chil- 
dren of  men.'  ^.  And  let  them  sacr^ee  the  saeri' 
fices  of  tkanksgvoing,  and  declare  his  works  wUh- 
rejoicing. 

,  The  recorery  of  men  from  sickness  aflfords  ia  tiiird 
image  of  the  benefits  conferred  on  onr  nature,  by 
the  Redeemer.  Sickness,  as  we  are  here  inforjnedj  is 
the  punishment  of  human  folly  and  iniquity.  When 
it  is  extreme,  it  deprives  man  of  all  relish  and  appe- 
tite for  his  food ;  nay,  it  nukes  him  loathe  and  detest 
the  very  sight  and  smell  of  that  which  shottld  nonrish 
and  support  him ;  in  which  case,  he  mast  waste 
away,  and  soon  "  draw  near  to  the  gates  of  death." 
■But  from  those  dreadful  gates  the  power  of  God  can 
snatch  OS  when  we  are  just  about  to  enter  them.  To 
an  infirm  and  emaciated  body  he  can  restore  health, 
rirength,  and  beauty ;  for  diseases  are  his  ministers 
and  messengers ;  they  visit  us  at  his  command,  and 
at  bis  command  they  retire,  and  we  recover  again. 
The  Israelites  in  the  wilderness,  "  because  of  their 
"  transgressions,  and  because  of  their  iniquities,  vrere 
"  often  a£Bicted"  with  a  plague.  But  when  they  re- 
pented, and  atonement  was  made,  the  plague  ceased. 
Tbey  were  stang  by  fiery  serpents;  but  when  they 
"  cried  unto  Jehovah,  he  sent  his  word,  and  healed 
"  them."  "  They  were  troubled,"  as  the  author  of  the 
iMok  of  Wisdom  observes,  "  for  a  small  season, 
"that  they  might  he   admonished,   having  a. sign 
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"  of  ealvatKHi  to  pot  them  in  remembrance  of  (he 
**  commandment  of  thy  law.  For  he  ttiat  turned 
"  himtelf  towards  it,  was  not  saved  by  the  thing  that 
"  he  saw,  bnt  by  thee  who  art  the  Saviour  of  all."- 
Wisdom  xvi.  6, 7.  Sentence  of  death  ws  passed  upon 
Hezekiah ;  he  ali^ady  saw  bimself  at  "  the  gates  of 
"  the  grave/'  and  expected  no  more  to  "  behold  man 
"  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  worid."  Yet  his  prayer 
prevailed  for  a  respite,  and  fifteen  years  were  added 
to  his  life,  Isa.  xxxviii.  Now  the  mind,  by  reason 
of  sin,  is  not  less  subject  to  infirmities  than  the  body. 
These  infirmities  reduce  a  man  to  a  state  of  languor 
and  listlessoess ;  he  finds  himself  incapable  of  action, 
indisposed  for  the  reception  of  divine  truths,  without 
taste  for  knowledge,  or  inclination  for  virtue;  he 
even  nauseates  the  book  of  Crod,  and  the  bread  of 
heaven;  and  the  life  of  faith  is  in  great  danger.  Bnt 
the  case  is  not  desperate,  while  there  is  breath  enough 
left  to  call  in,  by  prayer,  the  great  Physician  of 
spirits.  The  most  inveterate  malady  gives  place  to 
his. efficacious  medicines;  appetite  revives,  health 
returns,  and  the  believer  is  reinstated  in  the  vigour 
and  beauty  of  holiness.  Let  all  who  have  been  thus 
"  healed,  and  saved  from  destruction,"  either  of 
body  or  soul,  "  acknowledge  to  Jehovah  his  mercy, 
"  and  his  wonders  wrought  for  the  children  of 
"  Adam :  let  them  sacrifice  the  sacrifices  of  thanks* 
"  Siving.  and  declare  his  works  with  rgoicing." 

23.  Th^  that  go  doum  to  the  sea  in  »hips,  that 

do  business  in  great  loaters:  ^.  7%ese  see  the  works 

of  the  Lord,  and  his  wonders  in  the  deep.    35.  For 

he  commandeth,  and  raiseth  the  stormy  mnd,  whick 
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mted  up  the  wove*  thermf.  S$.  7%^  wnmat  Vf 
to  heaven,  thof  go  down  agaht  to  the  depth*,  their 
9»vl  ts  melted  beeaiue  of  trouble.  37.  Hity  reel  to 
and  fro,  mnd  stagger  like  a  drunken  man,  and  are 
lU  their  veit'e  end;  Heb.  ail  their  aiedom,  W8kiU,it 
msaUowed  up.  38.  Then  they  cry  unlo  the  Low> 
IK  thtir  trouble,  and  he  bringeth  them  out  of  their 
distresses,  39.  He  maketh  the  etorm  a  calm,  to 
that  the  wofoes  thereof  are  stiU.  30.  Iften  are  they 
glad  because  they  be  quiet ;  so  he  bringeth  thm 
unto  their  desired  kafoen.  31,  O  that  men  umvU 
praise  the  Loed  for  his  goodness,  and  fw  hia  won- 
derful aorks  to  the  children  of  men  t  3i.  Let  them 
exalt  kim  also  in  the  congregation  of  the  p^optB, 
and  praise  hwi  in  the  assembly  of  the  elders. 

The  fourth  simililnde  chosen  to  portray  the  dait< 
i;ers  of  our  present  state,  and  the  goodness  of  God 
displayed  in  our  salvation,  is  taken  from  that  signal 
iDstaQce  (rftbe  divine  power  and  providence,  the  pre* 
serration  of  mariners  in  a  storm  at  sea.  The  de- 
icription  which  the  Psalmist  hath  given  ns  of  such 
an  event  admittetb  of  no  comment.  Experience 
alone  can  illustrate  its  beauty,  evince  its  truth,  and 
point  out  the  propriety  of  the  circamstances  which 
are  selected  to  farnish  as  with  a  full  and  complete 
idea  of  the  whole.  Fetr  of  us,  indeed,  are  ever  likely 
to  be  in  that  terrible  situation.  But  then  we  can- 
not help  reQecting,  that  there  is  a  ship,  )n  which  we 
are  all  embarked ;  there  is  a  troubled  sett,  on  vrbicb 
we  all  tail ;  there  are  stivms,  by  which  we  are  all 
frequently  overtaken ;  and  there  is  a  haven,  which  wc 
all  desire  lo  beh<M  and  to  enter.    For  the  church  is 
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a  ihip ;  the  worid  is  a  Bea ;  tftToplations,  perseeiMons, 
and  Rffi)cti«n!i,  are  the  waves  of  it ;  the  prince  of  the 
power  of  the  air  iii  the  stormy  wind  which  raised  them; 
and  heaven  n  llye  only  port  of  rest  and  security. 
Often  during  the  voyage,  tor  cor  punishment,  or  oUt 
trie],  Ood  permitteth  us  to  b^  thus  assaulted.  Tht 
feuccession  ajid  the  violence  Of  oar  trouble,  the  ele- 
vations and  depreflsions  of  rtiind  am)  fortahe,  th6 
uncertainty  of  our  coanseK  and  our  utter  Inabilitf 
to  help  ourselves,  are  finely  represented  by  the  mul- 
titude andimpetuofiity  of  the  waves,  the  tossings  and 
agitations  of  the  vessel,  the  confusion,  terror,  and 
distr^s^  bmong  the  sailors.  In  both  cases,  prayer  ift 
the  proper  effeet,  and  the  only  remedy  left.  With 
the  earnestness  of  affrighted  inariners,  Who  Will  thett 
be  devout,  though  they  tifevet*  were-so  bftfote,  «6 
should  "  cry  unto  the  LwrU  Jesus  in  our  trouble ;"  W* 
should,  as  it  were,  "awake"  him,  like  the  disciple^, 
with  repetilidn^  of  "  Lord,  save  tis,  we  perish !' 
Then  will  he  arise,  and  rebuke  the  unlhors  of  oot 
tribulatton,  saying  unto  ihrm,  •*  Peace,  be  still  ;*• 
and  they  shall  hear  and  obey  his  toice.  "  He  win 
"  make  the  storm  a  calm,  so  that  the  waves  thereof 
"  shall  be  still ,-"  and  at  length  he  will  *'  bring  us" 
In  peace,  joy,  and  gladness,  to  •*  our  desired  hawn," 
there  to  "  exalt  him  in  the  congregation"  Of  bik 
Ahosen,  and  "  praise  him  in  the"  gniat "  assembly" 
of  mints  and  angels.  This  is  the  cOtiatftAmatioA  ao 
devoutly  wished  and  requested  by  the  church  for  all 
her  children,  at  the  time  of  their  bapttsrA,  that  the^; 
*'  being  delivered  from  Ood^  wrath,  may  be  received 
"  into  tii«  arit  of  Chriu's  chtireh ;  and,  being  stead- 
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"  &st  iu  &ith,  joyful  through  hope,  and  rooted  ia 
"  charity,  nmy  so  pass  the  waves  of  this  troaUe- 
"  some  world,  that  finally  they  may  come  to  the 
"  land  of  everlasting  life."  Thtis  we  see  there  is  no 
spiritual  evil,  out  of  which  God  is  uot  both  able  Mid 
willing  to  deliver  us,  when  we  call  upon  him.  Are 
we  ignorant  of  the  way  to  the  heavenly  city  i  He 
will  guide  and  conduct  us  thither.  Are  we  bound 
with  the  chains  of  sin  and  death  ?  He  will  loose  and 
deliver  us.  Are  our  minds  diseased .  and  languid  i 
He  will  hail  and  invigorate  them.  Are  we  in  dan- 
ger of  being  overwhelmed  by  the  troubles  of  the 
wwld  i  He  will  preserve  us  in  the  midst  of  them, 
lintil  he  bid  them  cease.  Of  his  power  and  inclitu- 
fion  to  do  these  things  for  our  souls,  he  hath  given 
assurance  to  all  men,  hy  those  pledges  of  his  love, 
the  benefits  and  blessing  conferred  <m  the  bodies  of 
his  people,  in  leading  them  through  the  wilderness 
to  Qmaan  ;  in  rescuing  them  so  often  frcMn  Uie  mi* 
«eries  of  captivity ;  in  healing  their  diseases ;  and  in 
'  saving  those  of  them  who  "did  business  ia  great 
"  waters,"  from  the  perils  of  the  sea.  Certainly  the 
mind  of  man  cannot  have  a  nobler  subject  for  medi- 
tation in  this  world,  than  the  wonders  of  provi- 
dence, f»nsidered  as  representing  the  mercies  oi 
redemption. 

33.  He  tumeth  rivers  into  a  aUdemeaa,  and  the 
wqter  gpring$  into  dry  ground.  34.  Afruitfid  load 
ittlo  htmrreaneti,  for  the  mckednesa  of  them  that 
daell  therein.  35;  He  tumeth  the  wildemesa  into 
a  atanding  water,  and  dry  ground  into  water 
springs .-  36.  And  there  he  maketh  the  hungry  to 
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^eU,tkai  fA^  nu^  prepare  a  d^for  Aabttation; 
37.  .And  $om  the  fields,  andplant  vin^arda,  which 
may  yield  fruile  of  increase.  38.  He  blessed  them 
also,  80  that  they  are  multiplied  greatly,  and  suf- 
fereth  not  their  cattle  to  decrease.  ' 

Iq  this  latter  part  of  the  Psalm,  the  Prophet  fitf' 
ther  exemplifieth  the  power,  the  justice,  and  the 
goodaess  of  God:  his  power,  in  being  able  to 
change  tbe  very  nature  of  things;  bis  justice  and 
his  goodness,  in  so  doing,  either  to  punish  the  rebd- 
lious,  or  to  reward^the  obedient.  A  well  watered 
and  fertile  country  shall,  for  the  sins  of  its  inba- 
bitante,  be  converted  into  a  dry  and  abarren  one.  The 
plain  of  Jordan,  which,  before  the  overthrow  of  So- 
dom and  Gomorrah,  was  well  watered  every  wb^e, 
"  like  the  garden  of  Jehovah,"  Gen.  xiii.  10.  h^h, 
since  that  overthrow,  been  a  land  of  salt  and  sul- 
phur, and  perpetual  sterility.  Nay,  even  the  once 
fruitful  Palestine  itself,  that  flowed  with  milk  and 
honey,  is  at  this  day  a  region  of  such  utter  desola- 
tioD,  that  the  very  possibility  of  its  ever  having  suf- 
ficed to  maintain  the  people  who  formerly  possessed 
it,  is  now  called  in  question.  And,  indeed^  while 
the  rain  of  heaven  shall  continue  to  be  in  the  hand 
of  God,  how  easy  it  is  for  him,  by  withholding  it 
daring  a  few  months,  to  blast  all  the  most  promising 
hopes  of  man ;  and,  instead  of  plenty,  joy,  and 
health,  to  visit  him  with  &mine,  pestilence,  and 
death!  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  ways  of  a 
people  please  him,  he  can  rid  them  of  these  dreadful 
gaeats ;  the  rain  shall  descend  from  above,  the  springs 
shall  rise  from  beneath,  the  earth  shall  yield  her  in- 
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create,  the  ca^e  ihall  fieed  in  large  ptMuiw,  th«  smh 
foni  diall  b«  kindly,  the  af r  ralatary,  ami  the  tmiling 
fiice  of  nature  shall  attent  the  Mving  kindness  of  the 
jtiord.  Tbas,  in  the  dispensattbns  of  grace,  hath  he 
dealt  with  Jews  and  Gentiles.  The  sjniagngne  t>( 
the  former,  once  rich  in  -f^ith,  watered  with  the  be- 
nedictions of  heaven,  fruitfal  in  prophets  end  samti, 
adorned  with  the  services  of  religion,  and  the  prs- 
Mnce  of  Jehovah, '  hath  been,  since  the  murder  of 
the  Son  of  God,  cursed  with  infidelity,  parched  like 
Uw  withered  tops  of  the  mottntains  of  Gilbuah,  bar- 
ren and  desolate  as  the  land  of  their  ancient  rendenee, 
vrhose  naked  rocks  seem  to  declare  to  all  the  wotM 
the  hard-heartedness  and  unprofitableness  of  ils  M 
,  possessors.  When  the  "  fruitful  fteld"  thus  became 
a  "  forest,"  the  **  wilderness,"  at  the  same  time,  be- 
came a  "  fruitful  field."  A  church  vras  planted  in 
Uie  Gentile  world,  and  the  "  Spirit  was  poured  out 
•*  upon  it  from  on  high."  In  that  "  wilderness  did 
"  waters  break  out,  and  streams  in  that  desert." 
There  was  faith  sown,  and  holiness  was  the  aniversal 
product,  "  The  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place 
"  was  glad,  and  the  desert  rqoiced,  and  blossomed 
"  as  the  rose.  It  blossomed  abundantly,  and  rejoiced 
"  even  with  joy  and  sinking ;  the  glory  of  Lebanon 
**  was  given  unto  it,  the  excellency  of  Carmel  and 
**  Sharon  ;"  the  privileges  nnd  honours  of  the  syna- 
gogue were  conferred  upon  the  church ;  and  the 
nations  now  "  saw  the  glory  of  Jehovah,  and  the 
"excellency  of  God:"  laa.  xxxii.  15.  xxxv.  I,  S. 
Spiritual  increase,  health,  and  plenty,  spiritual  peace, 
joy,  and  happineas,  appeared  in  beauteous  and  lovdy 
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proccMioD,  and  the  bletaiag:  of  Jem  tm  npan  thit^ 
his  new  itiharitanoe  in  wijj  way. 

39.  ^gain  th^  are  Tninished  and  brought  lm$, 
through opprettion, ajffliciion, and eorrom.  '.40..H« 
pouretk  tontimpt  upon  priiicei,  aitd  causeth  them  to 
wander  in  the  loiidemeas,-  where  lliere  ii  ho  tfi^. 
41.  Yet  aetteth  he  the  poor  on  high  from  affiUtum, 
and  maketh  \am  families  like  afiack. 

But  let  not  those  who  have  received  the  lai^est 
share  of  Hearen's  favours  tb<ref(»%  boast  and  pre* 
sume.  The  continuance  of  those  favours  depeodelh 
upon  th»coDtinnance  of  their  fidelity  and  obedience. 
Mighty  eaipirev,  with  thet^  "  princea,"  have,  i<x 
their  wid[edne8s,  been  . "  brought  low"  by  the  arm 
of' Jehovah,  and  hud  in  the  dust,  while  nations 
"  poor"  and  feeble,  and  never  thtraght  of,  h{BTC 
"  been  taken  from  tbdnce,  and  exalted  over  tbem." 
What  reralutians  have,  in  like  manner,  bsppened, 
and  probably  are'  still  to  happen,  in  the  church ! 
Jernsalen)  il  fallen,  through  unbelief;  and  the  Gen- 
tile church  standetb  only  by  faith,  from  which,  if  - 
she  depart,  vengeance  will  be  executed  on  lier  lik^ 
wise.  Yet,  even  in  the  worst  of  times,  there  is  a 
promise,  that  "  the.  poor"  in  spirit,  the  faithful  and 
htimfale  disciples  of  the  holy  Jesas,  shaU  be  preserved 
fWim  the  evil,  and  "  set  on  high  from  affliction ;" 
yea,  that  they  shall  be  multiplied  "  like  a  flock," 
under  the  care  of  the  good  Shepherd,  to  preserve  his 
name,  and  to  continue  a  church'  upon  the  earth, 
until  he  shall  return  again. 

4Si.  The  righteous  shall  see  it,  and  rejoice;  and 
all  iniquiU/  akaU  atop  her  mouth. 


^cbv  Google 


tM  A  COUMENTARY  [p«aui  MIfi 

Two  comequences  will  fitdlow  fivm  tbis  allemate 
display  of  the  mercy  aod  the  judgement  oi  God. 
The  ri^teoas,  finding'  themaelves  still  the  objects 
of  the  former,  will  have  canse  to  rejoice  and  give 
thanks ;  and  the  wicked,  when  visited  with  the 
latter,  will  be  forced,  by  their  silence  at  least,  to 
own  that  their  panishmeot  is  just.  This  will  cer- 
tainly be  the  case  at  the  last  day,  when  the  dis- 
pensations of  God,  aod  the  perfect  rule  of  equity 
obserred  io  them,  shall  be  manifested  to  all  the 
wprid. 

43.  Whoso  is  wi$e  and  will  observe  these  things, 
even  th^  shaU  understand  the  loving  kindness  of 
the  Lord  ;  or^  Who  is  wise  f  and  he  wiU  observe 
these  things:  ond  th&f  shall  ui^erstand  the  lov- 
ing kindness  of  the  Lord. 

A  truly  "  vrise"  person  will  treasure  up  in  bis  heart 
the  contents  of  this  most  instructive  and  delightfiil 
Psalm.  By  so  doing,  he  will  fully  "  understand 
and  comprehend  the  weakness  and  wretchedness  of 
man,  and  the  power  and  "  loving  kindness"  of  Grod, 
who.  not  for  our  merit,  but  for  his  mercy's  sake,  dis- 
pelleth  our  ignorance,  breaketh  off  our  sins,  heidetfa 
our  infirmities,  preserved!  us  in  temptations,  placeth 
us  in  his  church,  enricheth  us  with  his  grace,  sbdter- 
eth  us  from  persecution,  blesieth  us  in  time,  and  will 
crown  us  in  eternity. 
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TWENTY^ECOND  DAY.— EVENING  PRAYER./ 
PSALM    CVIII. 

ARGUBIENT. 

This  Psalm  is  composed  of  parts  taken,  without  any 
^  material  alteration,  from  two  others.  The  first 
five  verses  occur  in  PB.  Ivii.  7-^1 1. ;  the  last  ei^ht 
are  found  in  Ps.  Ix.  5^1S.  The  reader  is  diere- 
fore  referred  to  the  exposition  already  given  of 
those  Psalms. 

PSALM  C!X. 


St.  Peter,  Acts  i.  80.  hath  laujg^t  us  to  apply  the 
predictions  in  this  Psalm  to  the  betrayers  and 
murderers  of  Messiah,  who  is,  consequendy,  the 
person  here  speaking,  and  1 — 5.  complaining  of 
the  injuries  which  he  Buffered  from  them ;  after 

-  which,  6— SO.  he  forewameth  them  of  all  the 
judgements  and  sore  calamities  that  should  come 
upon  them  and  their  posterity;  21 — 2b,  he  retum- 
ethtothesubjectofhispassion;  26 — 29.repeateth 
his  supplications  for-bimself  and  his  church ;  and 
30,  31.  concludeth  with  an  act  of  praise. — In  this 
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light  was  tbe  Psalm  considered  and  interpreted  in 
the  ancient  church,  by  Chrysostom,  Jerome,  Au- 
gustine, Theodoret,  and  others. 

1.  Hold  not  tlofptate,  O  God  of  my  praise:  i.e. 
who  art  the  subject  of  my  praise.  2.  For  the  movik 
of  the  wicked,  and  th«  mouth  of  the  deceitful,  are 
opened  against  me ;  th^  have  spoken  against  me 
with  a  lying  tongue.  3.  They  compassed  me  about 
also  with  words  of  hatred:  and  fought  against  me 
niihont  a  cause.  '  4.  For  my  Iffoe,  they  are  ngr 
edaersaries  ;  hut  I  give  myseTf  onto  prayer.  5. 
And  tbify  AoM  rewarded  m*  evil  for  good,  and 
hatred  for  my  love. 

The  holy  Jesus,  in  these  words,  maketh  supplica- 
tion to  the  Father  for  redress  and  deliverance.  He 
complaineth  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  treated, 
when  "  he  came  unto  his  own,  and  his  own  received 
"  him  not:"  John  i.  II.  Sometimes  "  the  mouth 
"  of  the  wicked  was  opened  upon  bim  *,"  rooriog 
against  him,  like  tbe  roaring  of  lions,  while  they 
cried  out,  "  He  is  a  Samaritan  and  hath  a  devil, 
*'  and  is  mad ;  away  with  him,  away  with  him,  cm- 
"  cify  him,  crucify  him."  Sometimes,  "  deceitful 
"  and  lying  tongues"  wwe  employed,  either  to  en- 
taDglc  and  ADirap  faira  in  his  talk,  of  to  bear  fttlse 
witness  ag/uust  him.  And  all  this  w»s  done,  not 
only  "  without  a  cause,"  but  men  were  his  bitter 
and  implacable  "  adversaries,"  in  retura  for  that 

*  Hkc  mtem  cecinlt  David  tpiritnali  sensu  ift  penauft  Chtuti 
•  Judaia  ioipititi  oUBimodii  bbBpfacMui.     BoKkVJTf . 
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**loTe"  which  broaght  faim  from  hearcn,  to  abvc 
tiMin  with  an  eTcrlastingaalvathm.  Let  the  ntKcieA 
and  traduced  disciple  rejuice,  in  that  he  is  conformed 
to  the  image  of  his  Master.  And  from  the  example 
of  that  Master  let  him  learn  what  course  to  take, 
when  in  such  circamstances— **  But  !  give  myself 
"  unto  prayer." 

fi.  *  2%0M  toiU  e^  a  wicked  man,  or,  the  mieked 
ana,  •ver  Aim,  and  Satan  ahall  Btand  at  his  right 
Jumd.  7.  J^en  he  is  judged,  he  shall  be  eondettm- 
id,  and  his  pren^er  akail  become  sin. 

A.  transition  is  here  made  to  the  adrcrsaries  of 
Mttsiah  ;  primarily  to  Judas.  "  who  was  guide  to 
"  them  that  took  Jesus,"  Acts  i.  16. ;  secondarily,  to 
the  synagogue,  of  whom  Judas  may  he  considered 
as  an  epitome  and  representative.  It  is  foretold,  that 
hy  betraying  and  murdering  the  best  of  masters,  they 
riiould  subject  themselves  to  the  tyranny  of  tfK 
worst ;  that  they  should  become  slaves  to  the  "  wick- 
"  ed  one,"  who  should  justly  be  "  set  over  them," 
when  they  had  delivered  themselvei  into  his  hands: 
that  "  Satan,"  who  had  stood  by  them  to  tempt 
them,  fhoald  "  stand  at  their  right  hand"  to  accuse 
them  at  the  tribunal  of  Qod ;  that  when  tried,  they 
would  be  convicted  and  "  condemned,"  and  even 

*  As  moBt  of  tbe  fbllawing;  verbs  are  io  the  tatate  tense,  aad 
the  rest  have  evidently  a  predictive  and  future  import,  tbe  same 
Mberti^  is  li«r«  t^en,  as  in  Ps.  Ixir.  of  rendering  tbem  through- 
«at  anifitreil;  in  that  toue :  by  iriiich  meaaa  the  ouraea  pro. 
iK>aBfe4  i»  this  Paalm  will  at  aace  apfiear  t«  b(  of  tka  same 
inpDrt  with  those  in  the  xiviiiUi  chapter  of  Dtuuronovy.  The 
reiuier  is  entreated,  when  he  shall  have  peruaed  the  Psalm,  to 
tnni  to  that  chapter  and  judge  for  himself. 
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their  "  prayer"  would  be  abomiiutioii  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord,  as  being  offered  witbont  trqe  contritioo 
and  repentance,  without  faith,  hope,  or  charity. 
Such  is  the  wretched  state  of  the  Jews,  estranged 
from  God,  and  in  bondage  to  the  devil ;  soch  the 
prayers,  which,  from  hardened  and  malignant  hearts, 
they  continually  utter,  for  the  excision  of  all  Chris- 
tians, and  for  the  extirpation  of  that  blessed  Name, 
-on  which  Christians  call.  These  prayers,  instead  of 
lightening  the  burden  of  their  sins,  certainly  add  to 
its  weight  Enable  us,  O  Lord  Jesus,  to  resist  Satan 
as  a  tempter,  that  he  may  not  be  our  accuser ;  and 
grant  us  always  so  to  pray,  that  our  prayers  may  be 
heard. 

8.  His  days  shall  be  feto:  and  awtther  shaU 
take  his  (iffice. 

This  is  the  verse  which  St.  Peter  hath  cited  and 
applied  in  his  discourse  to  the  disciples,  at  the  elec- 
tion of  Matthias  into  the  place  of  Judas.  "  Men 
"  and  brethren,  this  scripture  must  needs  have  been 
"  fulfilled,  which  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  the  mouth  of 
"  David,  spake  before  concerning  Judas,  who  was 
"  guide  to  them  that  took  Jesus.  For  he  was  num- 
"  bered  with  us,  and  had  obtained  part  of  this  mi- 
"  nistry.  Now  this  man  purchased  a  field  with  the 
"  reward  of  iniquity,  and  falling  headlong,  be  burst 
"  asunder  in  the  midst,  and  all  his  bowels  gushed 
"  out— For  it  is  written  in  the  book  of  Psalms,  Let 
"  his  habitation  be  desolate,  and  let  no  man  dwell 
*'  therein :  and,  his  bishopric  let  another  take." 
The  former  of  these  two  citations  is  made  from  Ps. 
Ixix.  25.  the  latter  is  a  part  of  the  verse  now  before 
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us.  If  Judas,  therefore,  be  the  person  whose  de- 
struction the  sufferer  foretelleth,  the  person  speaking 
in  this  prophetical  Psalm  must  of  necessity  be:. our 
Lord  himself,  who  suffered  by  the  treachery  of 
Jadas.  In  Ps.  Ixix.  25.  the  prediction  is  in  the 
planil  number,  "  Their  habitation  shall  be  void ;" 
yet  St  Peter  applies  itj  in  the  singular  ndmber,  to 
Judas.  The  passage  in  oar  Psalm  is  smguhr,  yet 
applicable  not  to  Judas  only,  but  to  the  whole  na- 
ti<Mi  of  the  Jews ;  whose  "  days,"  after  they  had 
crucified  the  Lord  of  glory,  "  were  few;"  who  were 
dispossessed  of  the  place  and  "  office"  which  they 
bdd  as  the  church  of  God,  ukl  to  which,  with  all  its 
honours  and  privtleges,  the  Gentile  Christian  church 
succeeded  in  their  stead,  when  the  Aaronical  priest- 
hood was  abolished,  and  that  of  the  true  Metchizedek 
established  for  ever. 

9.  His  children  shaU  be  fadterless,  and  has  wife 
a  mdow.  10.  His  ehUdren  shall  be  contmually 
vagabonds r  and  beg  ;  th&f  shaU  se^  ^g\t  bread 
also  out  of  their  desolate  places. 

If,  by  the  wretched  death  of  Judas,  his  wife  be- 
came a  widow,  and  his  children  orphans,  vagkljonds. 
and  beggars,  their  fete  was  buta  prelude  tti that  of 
thousands  and  ten  thousands  of  the  same  ntdion, 
whose  husbands  and  fiUherp  came  afterwards  to  a 
miserable  end,  at  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem. 
Their  children,  and  children's  children,  hare  since 
been  "  continually  vagabonds"  upon  the  earth,  in 
the  state  of  Cain,  when  he  had  murdered  his  righ- 
teous brother,  not  cut  off,  but  marrelloiisly  preserved 
fw  punishment  and  woe.    Having  nothing  of  their 
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own,  tbcy  nun  ithnHi^  all  paito  of  the  worid.  chrn 
lixed  or  baritarouSi  tke  scorn  and  coDteinpt  of  man- 
Xind.  And  eroi  if  they  are  able  to  amaw  wealth, 
their  nnpanlleltd  avarioe  bUU  keeps  them  pow  and 
be^priy  in  the  midst  of  k.  IIiib  l^,  Hanunoiid, 
Inhtt  Annotation  on  Iheie  veneR— "  By  this  ia  de- 
"  scrihed,  in  a  very  lirely  manoer,  die  ooodition  of 
f  *  the  Jewiab  poaterity,  erer  woce  their  uicestoea  Cell 
'f  .under  4hat  signal  rei^eance,  Sir  the  cracifyiag  |of 
f  Christ  Fiist,  tbdr  d^olatioqs  aed  ^iJatioDs  ia 
"their  4>wn  country,  and  being  ^eoted  thence; 
f  jecaodly,  their  coutuut^  wanderings  from  i^oe 
f  to  plae^  scattered  oirer  (be  foce  pf  tiw  cacth;  and, 
''thirdly,  their  iMnariiBhJk  coyefawHifen,  iKn^iog 
*'  them  always  poor  and  beggarly,  be  thcjr  oe¥er  ao 
f  rkfa,  and  cDottnoBUy  laboonng  WA  moiling  &r 
"  gain,  aa  the  poorest  are  wont  to  do ;  and  this  'i» 
f'  con&nally  the  coMtant  cwrse  att^ndwg  thU  peo- 
5' pie  wheo^oevrw  tbey  iue  scatter?  d." . 

11.  JAe  &at9rti/msr,.t)F,  creditfit,i^aU^^^,  ox, 
seize,  aU  thai  he  hath;  and  the  Hr<mg^  shall  ^gil 
hie  laiour.  18»  !I%ere  akeU  kfi  ivme  to  fixfpnd 
men^iohimi  meither  $hiUl  ihmv  he  a^jf  tQ  favour 
kisfiitkerlDee  eiiUdfen- 

Sfeace  the  deatruction  of Jerpfalev,  hoyr  pft^p  Jbwth 
this  race  hee»  seized,  pi}}aged>  NLripped,  ^nd  iinpa- 
verished,  by  (U-iocie  swd  people,  ia  nil  th$  n^tioqs  of 
^e  know*  world ;  Boneappearing^aeiQ^ercaaefi, 
JtiO  "  faiour  and  extend  mercy"  t^  ihem  * !   *'  Tbej 


*  Thou  ihrit-beonljioi^KBKilAiidipMlede' 
vua  ibaU  («m  tbee  — Tbe  irnit  or  ihy  uiid.  aatj  all  tby  Uhour^ 
8 
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"  hne  had  bo  nation,  none  to  avenge  their  grifvoas 
f*  wrong,  which  the  Lord  Qod  of  tjl^ir  forefother^ 
"  had  oideined  they  should  8uS^r,  at  all  timea,  and 
"  in  all  places,  Trheresoerer  tbey  harp  come,  wit|)out 
"  redress.  Nay,  their  general  carriage  trath  been  so 
"  odions  and  preposterous,  that,  albeit  the  Christian 
"  magistrates  bad  conspired  tog^th^r  for  their  good^ 
*^diey  would  themaelves  have  pertainly  provoked 
'f  theif  own  misery."  Thus,  tbo^  excellent  ^ivine, 
this  learned  and  pious  Qr,  ^aclupq,  yd.  t  p.  l*^ 
and  13S. ;  whose  r^ections  nppn  Uie  htstcury  of  the 
Jews,  at  and  since  their  dispejvioi),  it  were  to  be 
wished  that  every  Christian  cpMid  peruse.  For,  ^ 
he  himself  observes,  "  Ctirtstian  parents,  whether 
"  bodily  or  spiritual,  should  be  as  carefn)  to  instmet 
".  their  children  what  the  Ijord  haUi  done  to  these 
"  Jews,  as  the  Israelites  Bbonld  b^ve  been  to  tell 
"  their  sobs  what  God  had  done  to  Fbaraob."  Ibid, 
p.  45a. 

13.  ifis  posteri^  sfuM  be  cutoff,  and  m  the  ge- 
neration foUowUtg,  their  name  ahaU  b$  blottedout, 
14.  Tkeiniquitifafhiafather9  shall  be  remembered 
vnth  the  Lord,  and  the  tin  of  his  mo(A-er  ^haU  not 
be  blotted  out.  15.  2!^y  ^haU  be  before  the  Imrd 
cantjtmally,  that  he  may  cut  off  the  memorji  of 
them  from  the  earth. 

The  traitorous  and  rebellious  '*  posterity''  of 
tiaitoEoos  and  rebeltioqs  parents,  ^nfiEered  an  "  exci- 
**  sion"  by  the  Roman  swordj  and  "  in  the  genera- 

shall  a  nation  whick  thou  knowest  not,  eat  up  ^  and  thon  shalt 
be  odIj'  oppressed  and  cnwhed  vifnj.    P«tit.  xxriii.  ittf.  33. 
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"  tion  following,  their  pame,"  as  a  church  and  civil 
polity,  was  "  blotted  out"  of  the  list  of  states  and 
kingdoms  upon  earth.  ■■  The  iniquity  of  their  fii- 
"  there,"  which  they  had  filled  up,  "  was  rememher- 
*'  ed  with  Jehovah,  and  the  sin  of  their  mother,"  that 
is,  perhaps,  of  the  synagogue  of  Jerusalem,  now  in 
bondage  with  her  children,  "  was  not  blotted  out ; 
"  that  upon  them  might  come  all  the  righteous  blood 
"  shed,  from  the  blood  of  righteous  Abel  unto  the 
"  blood  of  Zacharias,  whom  they  slew  between  the 
"  temple  and  the  altar :"  Matt.  Iliii.  36.  The 
bbod  of  the  prophets  cried  for  vengeance  against 
those  who  crucified  the  Lord  of  the  prophets.  God 
hid  not  his  ftice  any  longer  from  all  these  horrible 
transgressions,  but  "  they  were  before  him  conti- 
"  nually,"  and  occasioned  him  to  "cut  off  the  rae^ 
«  mory"  of  his  people,  ouce  precious  and  fragrant, 
"  from  the  earth ;"  so  that  while  apostles  and  mar- 
tyrs are  annually  commemorated  with  honour,  and 
their  good  deeds,  blossoming  out  of  the  dust,  per- 
fume the  church,  and  delight  the  souls  of  the  faithful, 
names  of  "  Judas,"  and  "  Jew,"  are  never  mention- 
ed but  with  contempt  and  abhorrence. 

16.  Beeause  that  he  remxtabered  not  to  sAow 
inercy  ;  but  persmOed  the  pom  and  needy  tnan, 
that  he  might  even  day  the  broken  in  heart. 

The  crime  which  brought  upon  ito  perpetrators 
all  the  above-mentioned  judgements  and  calamities 
is  here  pointed  out  loo  plainly  to  be  mistaken.  They 
"  remembered  not  to  show  mercy"  to  him,  who 
showed  it  to  all  the  world;  they  "  persecuted"  Hm 
who  for  our  Bakes  became  "  poor,"  and  who  conde- 
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scended  to  ask  of  his  creatures  water  to  drink ;  they 
betrayed  and  murdered  the  lowly  and  afflicted  Jesus> 
whose  "  heart"  was  "  broken"  with  sorrow  for  their 
sins,  and  wiUi  a  sense  of  the  punishment  due  to 
them.  How  long  will  it  be,  ere  the  brethren  of  this 
most  innocent  and  most  injured  Joseph,  "  say  one 
"  to  another,  We  are  verily  guilty  concerning  our 
"  brother,  in  that  we  saw  the  anguish  of  his  soul, 
*'  when  he  besought  us,  and  we  would  not  hear : 
"  THEaEVOBE  is  tHis  distress  come  upon  us !"  Cien. 
xliL  21. 

17.  As  he  loved  cursuig',  so  shall  it  come  taUo 
hwi :  as  he  delighted  itot  in  blessing,  so  shallilbe 
far  from  him.  18.  As  he  clothed  himself  with 
cursing,  like  as  with  his  garment,  so  shall  it  come 
htto  his  bowels  like  water,  and  like  oil  into  his 
bones.  19.  It  shall  be  unto  hkn  as  the  garment 
which  covereth  him,  and  for  a  girdle  wherewith  he 
is  girded  continually.  20.  Uiis  shall  be  the  re- 
ward of  mine  adversaries  from  the  Lord,  and  of 
them  that  speafr  evil  agaimt  my  soul. 

They  who  reject  Christ,  rgect  the  fountain  of 
"  blessing,"  and  choose  a  "  curse'*  for  their  portion  ; 
and  this  portion,  when  they  have  fintdly  made  their 
choice,  will  certainly  be  given  to  them  in  full  mea- 
8Dre.  The  curse,  that  lighted  on  the  Jewish  nation, 
is  resembled,  for  its  universality  and  adhesion,  to  a 
**  garment,"  which  covereth  the  whole  man,  and  is 
"  girded"  close  about  his  loins ;  for  its  diffusive  and 
penetrating  nature,  to  "water,"  which,  from  the 
Btomach,  passeth  into  the  "  bowels,"  and  is  dispersed 
through  all  the  vessels  of  the  frame ;  and  to  "  d&" 
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Which  ImperraptiUj  insinuates  itself  into  the  very 
"  bones."  When  that  unhappy  multitude,  assem- 
Med  before  Pontius  Pilate,  pronounced  the  wordB, 
**  His  blood  be  on  ns,  and  on  onr  cbildreh/'  Matt 
xxvi!.  35.  then  did  they  put  oh  the  envenomed  gar- 
ment, which  has  stuck  to  and  tormented  the  nation 
ever  since ;  then  did  they  eagerly  swallow  down  that 
d«ully  draught,  the  effects  whereof  have  been  the 
infiUnation  and  misery  of  1700  years !  If  such,  in 
this  worid,  be  "  reward  of  Messiah's  adveraaries, 
"  and  of  those  who  spake  evil  against  him/'  what 
Will  hereafter  be  the  vengeance  inflicted  on  those 
who  "  crucify  him  afresh,  and  put  him  again  to  an 
"  open  shame  ?"  Heb.  vi.  6.  And  what  will  foe  the 
operation  of  the  sentence,  "  Oo,  ye  cursed,"  upon 
the  bodies  and  souls  of  tJie  wicked  ?  how  wiD  it  at 
once  afiect  (ill  the  senses  of  the  former,  and  all  At 
fecnlties  of  the  latter,  with  pain,  anguishj  hcvror, 
and  despair !  Think  on  these  things,  ye  sinners ; 
tremble,  and  repent ! 

SI.  But  do  thou  for  me,  O  God  tht  Lord,  Heb. 
Jehotah  ike  Lord,  for  thy  name's  sake :  beeauBe 
thy  mercy  is  good,  delioer  thou  me,  23.  Ibr  /am 
poor  ahd needy,  andn^ heart ia wounded witkinme. 
S3,  /dm  gone  Uke  the  ehadoto  iehen  it  decUneth:  I 
am  tossed  up  and  dovin  as  the  locu$t.  24.  My  knees 
are  weak  through  fasting,  and  my  flesh  fmleth  of 
fatness.  S5. 1  becanie  also  a  reproach  imto  them: 
When  thty  looked  upon  me,  they  shaked  their  heads. 

In  this  last  part  of  the  Psalm  Messiah  petitioneth 
for  deliTerarice,  uiging  to  the  FaUier  his  ptiwer  as 
"  Lord,"  the  honour  of  his  "  name,"  and  the  great- 
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aeas  of  his  "  mercy."  He  then  j^ead^  bis  awh 
humiliation  and  afflictioh,  his  "  poverty"  and 
"  heart"-felt  agony  of  grief.  Drawing  towa/ds  the 
evening  of  bis  mortai  iife,  be  cwoipareth  iHaiself  to  a 
"  shadow,  declining,"  and  abont  to  vanish  ^m  the 
eaith,  where  he  Uath  no  reit,  being  perseonted  from 
place  to  plate^  a*  a  "  locust"  Is  driven  Hither  and 
thither  by  the  stormy  wind  and  teihpest ;  while  en- 
feebled and  emaciated  by  freqaent  "  fastings,"  and 
long  want  of  food  during  his  pasdion,  be  was  ready 
to  sink  under  his  burden ;  and  what  aggranited  dl 
his  sufiSerings,  was,  that  he  m^  with  no  pity  and 
oompassion  from  those,  around  him ;  fab  enemietf 
"  reproached"  and  "  reviled  him,  shaking  tfaeif 
"  heads,  and  saying.  Ah !  thou  that  destroyest  the 
"  temple,  and  buildest  it  in  three  days,  save  thyself,'" 
Ac.  Mark  xv.  Sd.  Nw  are  we  to  suppose  our 
Lord  thus  praying  tbr  hia  natural  body  tmlj,  but 
abo  for  his  mystical  body,  the  church,  that  frotn  all 
distresses,  persecutions,  and  insults,  the  members  a( 
that  body  may  in  time  be  delivered,  like  their  bless- 
ed  Head,  by  a  joyful  resurrection  to  eternal  hfe. 

26.  Help  me,  O  Lord  n^  God  ;  O  sooe  me,  ac- 
cording to  tf^  mercj/.  37.  Ihat  they  may  .knoui 
that  this  is  tk^  hand;  that  thou  Lobd  hiui  done  it. 

The  resurrection  of  Christ  was  to  be  the  great  de- 
monstratioa  of  Jehovah's  power ;  and  it  was  publish- 
ed as  such  by  the  apostles  to  all  the  nations  of  thtf 
world,  who  thereupon  believed,  and  were  conttirted. 
The  Jews  alone  hardened  their  hearts  against  that 
proof,  and  conUntied  impenitent. 

38.  Th^toUlturse,  but  thou  thatt  hkss  :  whm 
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tkty  orue*  (A«jr  shtdl  be  ashamed;  but  thf  servant 
ehaUr^oice.  99.  Mine  adoersaries shall  be ctoOud 
tDitk  shame :  and  thof  shall  cover  themselves  mth 
<Aetr  ovm  cof^itsion  as  withja  mantle. 

The  apostate  bods  of  Israel,  though  they  have 
been  bo  long  "  omfoanded"  and  Masted  by  the 
breath  of  Hearen's  diapleasurCj  yet  continue  *'  cars- 
"  ing"  and  blaspheming,  as  it  is  here  foretold  that 
they  should  do.  But  Giod  hath  "  blessed"  his  Son 
Jesus,  and  throu^  him  all  nations,  who  have  been 
adopted  into  his  &mily,  and  made  his  children  by 
baptism ;  yea,  and  they  shall  be  blessed,,  and  enter, 
by  thousands  and  millions,  into  the  "joy"  of  their 
Lord,  in  that  day  whoi  his  cmcifiers  shall  have  no 
"  covering"  but  their  own  "  shame"  and  "  cod- 
•*  fusion." 

90.  /  wUl  greaihf  praise  the  Lord  with  n^ 
mouth: yea,  I w^ praise  Mm  among  the  muUUude. 
31.  For  he  shall  stand  at  the  right  hand  of  the  poor, 
fo  save  him^^wn  those  that  condemn  his  soul. 

The  former  of  these  two  verses  is  parallel  to  that 
which  St  Paul  citeth  from  Ps.  xzti.  23.  *<  He  that 
"  eanctifietbj  and  they  who  are  sanctified,  are  all  of 
"  one :  for  which  cause  he  is  not  ashamed  to  call 
*'  than  breUiren,  saying,  1  will  declare  thy  name 
"  unto  my  brethren,  in  the  midst  of  the  church  will 
'*  I  sing  praises  unto  thee:"  Heb.  ii.  11.  Great  is 
the  joy  of  the  redeemed  upon  earth ;  greater  will  it 
be,  after  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  in  the  courts 
<^  heaven.  Jesus,  uiyustly  put  to  death,  uid  now 
risen  again,  is^  a  perpetual  advocate  and  intercessor 
for  bis  peof>le,  ever  ready  to  appear  on  their  helulf 
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against  the  iniquitous  sentence  of  a  corrupt  world, 
and  the  malice  of  the  grand  accuser. 


TWENTY-THIRD  DAY— MORNING  PRAYER. 

PSALM  ex. 


In  this  Psalm  David  prophesielh  concerning,  1.  the 
exaltation  of  Christ;  3.  the  sceptre  of  bis  king- 
dom ;  3.  the  character  of  his  subjects ;  4.'his  ever- 
lasting priesthood ;  5,  6.  his  tremendous  victories 
and  Judgements;  7.  the  means  of  his  obtaining 
both  kingdom  and  priesthood,  by  his  sufferings 
and  resurrection.  Farts  of  this  prophecy  are 
cited  and  applied  in  the  New  Testament,  by  our 
Lord  himself,  MatL  xxii.  43.  by  St.  Peter,  Acts 
ii.  34-.  by  St.  Paul,  1  Cor.  xv.  25.  Heb.  v.  6. 
The  church,  likewise,  hath  appointed  it  as  one  of 
the  Proper  Psalms  to  be  read  on  Christmas-day. 
It  appertaineth  literally  and  solely  to  King  Mes- 
siah. 

I.  I%e  LoBD  Baid  urtto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  at  w.y 
right  hand,  utUU  I  make  tAtne  enemies  tkjf  foot- 
stool. 

We  are  here  informed  of  Jehovah's  eternal  and 
unchangeable  decree  concerning  the  kingdom  of 
Messiah,  its  extension,  power,  and  (Juration.  That 
Messiah  should,  after  his  sufferings,  be  thus  exalted^ 
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was  deterlnined  in  the  divine  counsel  and  aP/^naxit, 
before  the  world  began.  Whether  we  suppose  the 
Psdmist  to  be  speaking  of  that  determination,  or  of 
its  actual  accomplishment  at  the  time  of  Christ's 
ascension  into  heaven,  it  maketh  no  great  difference. 
The  substance  of  the  decrefi  is  the  same.  It  was  ad- 
dressed by  the  Father  to  the  Son,  by  Jehovah  to 
Messiah,  whom  David  in  spirit  styleth,  *yvt,  "  my 
"  Lord ;"  one  that  should  come  after  him,  as  his 
offspring  according  to  the  flesh ;  bnt  o^,  in  dignity 
of  person,  and  greatness  of  power,  fax  superior  to 
him,  and  to  every  earthly  potentate ;  King  of  kings, 
and  Lord  of  lords;  God  and  man  united  in  one 
person.  To  this  person  it  was  said  by  the  Father, 
"  Sit  thoa  at  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine  ene- 
"  mies  thy  footstool ;"  in  oUier  words.  Seeing,  O  my 
Son  Messiah,  Hiou  haat  glorified  me  on  the  earth, 
and  finished  the  work  which  I  gave  thee  to  do,  the 
great  work  of  man's  redemption ;  take  now  the 
throne  prepared  for  thee  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world;  behold,  all  power  is  ^ven  nnto  thee;  enter 
upon  thy  mediatorial  kingdom,  and  reign  till  every 
opposer  shall  have  submitted  himself  to  thee,  and 
sin  and  death  shall  have  felt  thy  all-conquering 
arm. 

'  2.  7%e  Lonn  6haU  send  the  rod  of  thy  strength 
oia  of  Sion :  YuU  thoU  in  the  midst  of  thine  enemies. 
In  the  foregoing  verse,  David  related  the  words 
spt^en  by  the  Father  to  the  Son.  In  this,  he  him- 
self, as  a  prophet,  directeth  his  speech  to  King 
Messiah,  predicting  the  glorious  consequences  of  his 
enthronization,  and  the  manner  in  which  "  bis  one- 
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"  rales"  arie  to  be  made  "  his  footslooL"  The ' 
"rod,"  or  scepij^  of  Christ's  "strength''  is  hii 
word,  ftccompanied  by  his  Spirit  The  law  wn 
given  to  Israel  from  Sitiai,  but  the  Glospe]  went  fbrdl 
from  "  9ion  ;"  it  was  *'  preached  to  all  nations,  be- 
"  ginning  at  Jerusalem/'  Luke  axiv.47i ;  there  begstl 
the  spiritual  kingdom  of  JbsUs  •  there  were  the  hrsi 
converts  made ;  and  from  thence  the  faith  was  pro- 
pagated by  the  apostles,  to  thb  endfl  of  the  efuth. 
This  David  'Seeing  beforehand,  cri«  but,  "  Rule 
"  thou  in  the  midst  of  thine  enemies !"  Cio  on, 
Victoiions  Prince ;  plant  the  standatii  of  thy  cross 
among  the  thi(^est  iahks  of  the  adversary ;  and,  in 
(^|)o«ition  to  both  Jew  and  Grentile  tumultuously 
raging  against  thee,  erect  ahd  establish  thy  church 
tbronghout  the  world  !  This  wag  accorchngly  done 
with  marvellous  spieed  and  success ;  and  the  church, 
thus  erected  and  established  among  the  nations,  hath 
been  as  marvelloosly  preserved,  "  iri  the  midst  of 
'*  her  enemies,"  unto  this  day ;  yea,  and  the  worid 
shall  sooner  be  destroyed,  than  she  shall  cease  to  be 
preserved. 

3.  7%  people  shall  be  toiUmg  in  the  day  of  thy 
pefBDtr,  in  the  beaiUies  of  holiness :  from  the  womb 
of  the  morimigf,hou  heat  the  detD  of  thy  youth. 

The  blessed  effects  of  the  Gospel,  upon  its  pub-i 
Hcation,  are  here  foretold.  "  The  people"  of  Christ 
are  those  given  him  by  his  Father,  and  gathered  to 
him  by  the  preachers  of  his  word;  "  The  day  of 
"  his  power"  is  the  season  of  thwr  conversion,  when 
the  corruptions  of  nature  can  no  longer  hold  out 
against  the  prevailing  influences  of  grace ;  when 
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the  heart,  will,  and  affectioni,  tarn  from  the  worid  to 
God ;  and  tbey  make,  as  the  first  duciples  did,  afree 
and  Toluntary  offer  of  themselves,  and  all  they  have, 
to  their  Redeemer.  Then  it  is  that  they  appear  "  in 
"  the  beauties  of  holiness,"  adorned  with  humility, 
faitb,  hope,  love,  and  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit. 
With  r^ard  to  the  last  clause  of  this  verse,  bishop 
Lowth,  in  bis  admired  Lectures  *,  has  observed,  and 
proved,  that  it  may  be  fairly  construed  to  this  effect ; 
— "  More  than  the  dew  from  the  womb  of  the 
"  morning  is  the  dew  of  thy  prc^ny ;"  that  is,  Thy 
children,  begotten  to  thee  throngb  the  Gospel,  shall 
exceed  in  number,  as  well  as  brightaess  and  beauty, 
the  spangles  of  early  dew,  wbich  the  morning  dis- 
closeth  to  the  delighted  eye  of  the  beholder.  The 
whole  verse,  therefore,  containetb  a  lively  character 
of  the  subjects  of  Christ's  spiritual  kingdom,  who 
are  described  by  their  relation  to  him  as  "  his 
*'  people ;"  by  their  "  willingness"  to  obey  and 
serve  him ;  by  their  honoamble  attire,  the  rich  and 
splendid  robes  of  "  holiness ;"  and  by  their  multi- 
tudes, rMembling  the  drops  of  "  dew"  upon  the 
grass. 

4,  The  Lord  kath  szDom,  and  mil  not  repent 
2%ou  art  a  prriestfor  ever  after  the  order  of  Met- 
thizedek. 

From  Christ's  regal  ofSce,  and  the  administration 
thereof  by  the  sceptre  of  his  word  and  Spirit,  the 
Prophet  passeUi  to  his  sacerdotal  office,  which  was 
also  conferred  on  him  by  the  decree  of  the  Fatber^ 
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and  that  decree,  as  we  are  told,  ratified  by  an  oath ; 
"  Jehovah  hath  sworn,  and  will  not  repent,"  or, 
change  his  purpose.  The  oath  of  God  was  the 
great  seal  of  heaven,  designed  to  intimate  the  im- 
portance of  the  deed  to  which  it  was  set,  and  "  to 
"  show  to  the  heirs  of  promise  the  immutability  of 
"  his  couDsel :"  Heb.  vi.  17.  Whether  this  oath 
passed  at  the  actual  consecration  of  Messiah  to  tiie 
priesthood  npon  bis  ascension,  or  at  his  designation 
thereto  by  covenant  before  the  worid,  sufficient  it 
is  for  our  assurance  and  comfort,  that  it  did  pass. 
We  have  a  Priest  in  heaven,  who  standeth  continually 
pleading  the  merits  of  his  sacrifice  once  offered  upon 
the  cross:  "whoever  liveth  to  make' intercession 
'"  for  us :"  uid  who  is  ready,  at  all  times,  to  bless  us, 
"  by  turning  away  every  man  from  his  iniquities," 
Acts  iii.  26.;  by  aiding  us  against  our  enemies,  and 
supporting  us  under  our  necessities.  Oblation,  in- 
tercession, and  benediction,  are  the  three  branches 
of  the  sacerdotal  office,  which  our  great  High  Priest 
now  exerciseth  for  ns,  and  in  the  exercise  of  which 
the  Father  hath  condescended  in  the  most  awfiil 
manner  to  promise,  that  he  will  hear  and  accept  him 
on  our  behalf.  His  priesthood  is  not,  like  that  of 
Aaron,  figurative,  successive,  and  transient,  but  real 
and  effectual,  fixed  and  incommunicable,  etemaT 
and  unchangeable,  according  to  that  pattern  of  it 
exhibited  to  Abraham,  before  the  law,  in  the  person 
of  Melcbizedek,  Gen.  xiv.  18—30.  and  discoursed 
upon  at  large  by  the  apostie,  Heb.  vii.  throughout 
5.  Jhe  Lord  upon  tky  right  hand  ahaU  strike 
through  kings  in  the  datf  of  his  wrath.  6.  He  shaU 
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judge  among  the  hetUken,  he  shall  fiU  the  places 
wUk  the  dead  bodies,-  he  shail  mound  the  heads 
over  many  countries  ;  Heb.  the  head  over  much 
eountfy. 

This  is  a  description  of  the  vengeance  which  King 
Messiah  should  take  on  his  impraitent  adversaries. 
By  "  The  Lokd,'  or,  my  Lord,  upon  thy  right  hand,'* 
"Vyy  by  01tt>  the  same  person  must  aiidoub(e(% 
be  nnderttood,  vrfao  is  mentioned  in  tfae  first  vexse 
under  the  same  title,  *iy0,  as  "  tittingf  at  the  right 
"  hand  of  Jehovah."  And  the  Psalmist,  who  lias 
hitherto  addressed  himself  to  Messiah,  or  the  Son, 
ran^  be  supposed  now  to  make  a  sudden  apostrophe 
to  Jehovah,  or  the  Father;  as  if  he  had  said, 
"  This  my  Lord  Messiah,  who  sitteth  at  thy  right 
"  hand,  O  Jehovah,  shall  smite  through  kings  in 
'f  the  day  of  his  wrath  ;'^  the  kings  of  the  earth  wiil 
endeavour  to  destroy  his  religion,  and  put  an  end 
to  hit  king^m ;  the  Neros,  the  Domitians,  the 
Diodesians,  tfae  Maxendnses,  the  Jnliuis,  &c.  &c. 
shall  stand  up,  and  set  themselves  in  array,  agimst 
him  ;  but  "  the  Lamb  shall  overcome  them ;"  fae 
shall  "judge"  and  punish  the  "  Heathen"  princes, 
with  their  people,  when  in  artns  against  his  church ; 
be  shall  raise  up  those  who  shall  successfully  fight 
hisbattles,  and  strew  the  ground  with  their  "  car- 
"  cases."  As  Messiah  hath  done  to  the  aotichristiaa 
powers  of  old,  so  shall  he  do  to  all  others,  before 
or  at  bis  second  advent-  There  is  a  day  of  forbear- 
ance, during  which  he  will  have  his  church  to  be> 
like  himself,  oppressed  and  a£Bicted,  buoible  and  re- 
signed ;  but  there  is  also  a  future  day  of  wrath  and 
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reconpense,  vrhen  the  Bias  and  provocations  of  her 
persecutors  shall  be  ripe  for  Judgement;  when  their 
triumphs  and  her  sufferings  Hhall  be  at  an  end ; 
when  they  shall  fall  for  ever,  and  she  shall  ascend  to 
heaven. 

7.  He  shail  drink  of  the  brook,  ot,  torrent,  in 
the  fomf;  and  therefore  ehail  he  Uft  up  his  head. 

The  means,  by  which  Christ  should  obtain  his 
universal  kingdom,  and  everlasting  priesthood,  seem 
here  to  be  assigned.  In  his  "  way"  to  glory,  he  was 
to  drink  deep  of  the  waters  of  affliction  * ,  the 
swollen  "  torrent"  occurred  in  the  way,  and  pre- 
sented itself  between  him  and  the  throne  of  God. 
To  this  "  torrent  in  the  way,"  the  Saviour  descended  ; 
he  bowed  himself  down^  and  *'  drank"  of  it  for  us 

*  The  Hebrev  wonl  bnj  ugoifiei,  in  general,  "  a  cuirent  of 
"  water,"  which  may  be  either  a  tuibid,  oyerwhelmfDg  "  torrent," 
or"a  clear  and  gentle  "  stream."  In  Psal.  xviii.  4.  it  denotes  Uie 
''  floods  of  nngodliness."  In  9as&.  sxxvi,  8.  it  is  used  to  signify 
t^  "river  of  4ivuK  ple{t9ure>/'  Heoce  arises  ao  anbiguit}'  in 
the  interpretation  of  the  words,  "  He  riiall  drink  of  the  brook 
"  in  the  way,"  which  may  be  expounded  either  of  the  siiffer- 
iagi  Gbrist  twted,  or  the  refreshmeats  be  experienced ;  as  the 
"  waters"  are  supposed  to  be  those  of  "  affiictiop,"  fft  tiiose 
of  "  comfort."  Either  way  the  sense  is  good  and  true,  as  it 
relates  to  Messiah.  "T6rrenfs,"  or  the  "o»erflowing  of  rivers," 
u  Hke  Bcriptiue  language,  eerlaialy,  as  Dr.  Dordl  observes, 
do  often  denote  "  afflictions ;"  as  in  Psal.  xviii.  f .  cxxiy.  4,  5. 
cxliv.  7,  SiC.  "  the  being  oppressed  by  them,"  b  also  described 
by  the  action  of  "  drinking,"  Fsut.  Ix,  3.  Ixxv.  8,  &c.  And  the 
ideaof  a"brookin  the  WAY,"  or  the  road,  seems  to  favour 
this  «xpo8itioB.  But  the  auttwradvaBoes  it,  as  becomes  him  to 
do,  with  great  deference  aad  Nibmiseion,  since  Bishop  Lowth 
and  Mr.  Merrick  are  of  a  ditferent  opinion. 
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all ;  "  and  thebbforb,  ^yibv,  did  be  liA  up  his 
*'  bead;"  that  ia^  he  arose  victorious,  and,  from  the 
valley  in  which  the  torrent  ran,  ascended  to  the 
snmmit  of  that  holy  and  heavenly  mount,  where  be 
reigneth,  till  '*  bis  CDemies  be  made  bis  footstoc^" 
St.  Paul  hatii  expressed  the  same  sentiment  in  literal 
terms ;  "  He  bumbled  himself,  and  becaroe.obedient 
"  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross :  whebb- 
"  POKE,  A«,  God,  also  hath  highly  exalted  him." 
Phil.  ii.  8. 

PSALM    CXI. 

ASGUMENT. 

This  is  one  of  the  Proper  Psalms  appointed  by  the 
chnrch  to  be  read  on  Easter-day.  It  confaineth, 
1.  a  resolution  to  praise  Jehovah  in  the  congrega- 
tion, 3,  3.  for  his  great  and  glorious  works,  and, 
4.  for  the  appointed  memorials  of  them :  S,  6. 
his  mercies  to  the  church  are  celebrated,  and, 
7,  8.  the  equity  and  Uie  stability  of  his  counsels 
declared;  9.  the  blessings  of  redemption,  and 
the  new  covenant,  are  mentioned,  as  they  were 
prefigured  of  old  in  God's  dispensation  toward 
Israel.  10.  Religion  is  proclaimed  to  be  tme 
wisdom. 

1.  InUlpraiae  ike  Lord,  mik  tmf  whole  heart, 
m  the  aaaemhly  of  tAe  jqtright,  and  in  iAe  congre- 
gation. 
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.  iJekeTab  H  to  he/A^  ptain^"  noi-otAifivrM^^e 
wdica  and  the  uiidn9ta0(tog>  hut  with  the  "  heaxt," 
wtbiiihQ  **.  wfaol^' .  tw«urtrf  and  all,ilp  affeptionp 
Mied,  >'^e:itbe;cho«Ai  of  the  ^Miipf  J.eM^,s  b^rpi,;  49 
«iniig'.of;  ^fttitadfiiinRd  Jqt^  .  Sectary;,. 4evp^ 
hath,:doiibttB«ib  its-ibeantieft  ,<wd.exqe^i)^;iJwf 
jMnjgtiMtiguft  M  it  to  -h^W  ttW  tOicM  flf,taiJffi^m^i 
«3hiwti«i,.«  congregalMW"  :bw<Ai  ifort^fWto,  t^plf^ff 
lajahs,  like  ihe  sound  of  many  waters,  an^,  the 
noise  o£  m%hty  thuodierio^  while  ein:}!  oi^  ^g  it 
n^eee,  p^nv^ea  anotbist't  to^fwntini^tbiq  hl^fta^,em- 
flojlinient,  witii^nnntmitted^attentittf,  apd  ^atvted 
fervour! 

,  Tbe  snbjeidte.of  nan's  {waim  awj ^  **  jvpAs'-'  of 
God.  iE»^i«ne,<rf  these  wwk*.  wfcsthw  in.thp 
^jiatanl  or  the  i^jBibud  s^iD».iB  "igr^tL" ;  Nothing 
Cometh  from  the  bands  of  theidinpe^Arttst^  <but  yt\ait 
M  exceUent. And, perfect. m  it»^nd,  ad^jlt^  with  in- 
!fiDitife  skill,  to  ^  pR^^.pl40e,.w9d:fitt^f<»ritBiiii- 
(endediue.  Happy w. they,  who  tvithhflWilitjitwd 
difigettce, .  with  ^th  ^tOd  devotion^  'giye.,tbe[i^elfes 
to  the  contemplation  of  these  worlu,  and, take 
.'^pteasw^e,"  and  dcdight  (herein.  To  (Af!n>  «))aU  ^e 
l^of  jtn)e.«KiepceQpea;  they  shall  uoderet^ndthe 
nvysteriea^fHeattioQ,  providence,  and. red^noption; 
uid  they  wtwjtfaius"  seek,"  diaU  find  the  tiKUOres 
.of  el^eriml  wi^tn.  .  .     ,. 

3.Jii$  work  is  hontmrt^U4>M  gl0riave:,<mAhk 
,  righteoutnese  endurethfor  ever.  .  -.  i 

The  "work,"  of  all  others,  in  which  the**  honoHr 
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"ahA  gleriMa  itiajesty'*  of  Jeborah  appeared,  nd 
w^ich  tfae  Chtistian  charch  celebrates  with  this 
Psalm,  is  ibe  sttlration  and  exaltation  of  oar  ■»- 
tnr^  by  the  reaarrection  of  Jeans  Ghiitt  froH  the 
tfead ;  ftn  event  wbiieh  contained  in  it  the  aeoMn- 
pfthotent  of  tlie  ancient  {WHtfises,  aBd'Uiereby  4»- 
mohttnited  to  alt  tiie  wmfd  the  ercriastii^  trntti. 
ffddky,  uid  "  r^tebusiwas;'^  of  him  wte  nade 
them."      '  ■'  ■  i .  '    ■. 

4.  fiie  Adfil  ffHn^e  Ai«  owweftfr/b/ wor*«  to  A«  r0- 
mt^bereii^  w.  Ai^AotA  itppoHifadA  memofritUfoifJm 
VfOnden  >  Me  Lokd  !•  ^racJMw  and  faU  ^  wm- 


'  Jewish  feasts  were  '*<' ttitemoritds^  of  the'<*  wion- 
"  ders"  wroQgkt  ft»  Isnttf  of  old ;  Gbt^iBllui  f^MvA 
wre "  iMmortah^  of'tb^  "'wondt^"  wroi^bi  in 
Christ  for  dl  mankhld,  tw  whem;  -no  leas'  than'<to 
Isntit,  GocF  baih  mow  sh«wed-h[iwdf f*  gndoos 
***  and^U  of  ^mpiueionj'^  ■ 

he  vnUieifer  h0  mine^it^  his  caveniii^^'Gi^  Be 
hatk  iho^d  kk  pebpte  ^  ptwtr'of  Mt'vonfr*, 
th0t  he  maifi  or,  migkti  ^itfe  ikem'^  haitagt  of 
ththeiOkem'   ■' 

AgMeably  io  the '''eoveiitirt'f'whfch  God'  ftade 
wfth  Ahnftam,  titeoaoeniing,his  ofaileN«a'acf»nilttg 
:t»  (hlS'AeobJhe  '*^  fed**  ond-  snppovted  Aem  in  tfie 
-wtldenieEie;'hd'Ovelpthirew  their  enenieo  by  the  might 
of  his  "  power/'  and  he  put  them-  iM  poMession  of 
(3baaan,  «bieb'>befM«  wne  "  the  hevitageof  Aie  Hea- 
"  then."  AgreeaUy  to  the  covenant  which  God 
Mide  with  the  aame  Abnbam^  asconcerrting'aN  be- 
8 
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lieven,  thoie  "children  oS  the  pronbe.  which  tat 
"  4XHiiited  for  the  seed/'  be  feedeih  them  in  the 
worid  wkfa  the  true  maoDa*,  the  bread  which  cometh  ^ 
down  from  heaven ;  he  hath  again  "  showed  the 
"  power  Af  tin  works",  in  tbeov^farow<tf  idolatry; 
and  again,  by  the  Gonveraioa  of  the  BBtions,  given  fa» 
hischurch  "  the  herit^^of  the  HeaOun;"  although, 
like  Isiael,  ibeis  conmaiuded,  and  hath  had  frequent 
adinamtioiMi  aet  to  fix  her  heart  on  aa  earthly  CV 
MBB  •  not  to  expect  bdj  pennaaent  habitfUiott,  anj 
en^aripg  city  here  bdow;  not  to  st^  abort  vf  an 
eternal  and  beavraty  nest. 

T.  ^b  iBttrkt  of  )w$  handa  vte  veri^  ai^  juige- 
maU;  aUhUeommandirventa  vt^  gur«..  &  1%^ 
stand  foA/or  ever  and  ever,  and  are  done  m  UtUk 
and  t^aightness. 

In  uGod's  dispeoBations  towards  his  faithful  serv- 
ants, and  towards  fail  impenitent  adversarict,  we 
admire  and  adove  his  '*  verity"  in  the  perforisaQce 
of  hie  prortisfs  to  the  former,  and  his  "  jastice''  in 
exectUing  his  vengeaace  on  the  latter.  Thus  the 
time  of  fuIfiUiog  hk  promise  to  Abraham  came  not 
till  ttw  iniquity  of  the  Amoritea  was  fiilL  The  case 
is  the  same  «s  to  the  coming  of  Christ,  the  subver- 
Mon  of  Paganishij  the  deaths  of  persecutors,  the  rise 
and  foil  of  nations,  the  conversion  or  excision  (tf  ior 
dividuals,  and  every  other  instance  of  mercy  orjudge- 
ment     Another  property  of  Clod's  works  is^  that, 

*  ••  Escam  dedit"— Mmb*  :  quw  ctetera  Dei  mirabtlia  in  m«- 
moHam  nvocabat:  unde  in  Arcft  teivBri  juau,  Exod.  yvi,  82. 
£r&t  «»t«m  EnchuiKtitt  6fan,  quie  vei6  diviii  avuffia  moQu> 
meaiMa  teteroum.    BossifBT. 

u3 
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b^ing^'done  in  truth  aod uprightness,  tbeystand&at 
"  for  ever;"  and  will  then. appear  in  perfiset  glory 
and  beauty,  when  all  the  arts  and  labours  of  man 
shall -be  no  more. 

9.  He  sera  redemption  unto  Au  peopfe,  he  htUk 
commanded  Ma  etyoenantfor  ever:  ho^'oad  re- 
.verend,  or  terrible,  is  hia  name. 

■  He  who  "  sent  redemption"  to  Israel  by  the  hand 
of  Moses,  hath  now  " 'senliiredeoqjtioa"  Jty^the 
power  of  Jesus  ta  all  the  wotU  :  he-wbo^at  mount 
Sinai,  established  bis  "  covenant"  with' hia.  >p«^le, 
and  gave  them  a  law,  hath  now  ertablish^  fais  "'CO- 
"  venant"  with  the  Gentiles,  uid  published  to  them 
his  Gtwpel  from  Sion.  "Holy  is  hb'  name/'  and 
therefore  f'-'terrible"  to  those  who,  underiidl.  the 
means  of  grace,  continue  unholy.       "...  i"  .         >> 

10.  7%e  fear  of  the  Lobo  is  the  beginmng  of 
madom.-agoodunderatandinghaDealith^thatdo 
his  commandments :  his  praise  enditrethfor  tver. 

The  '*  fear  of  God"  is  the  first  step  to  nalvaJjon, 
as  it  excitetb  a  sinner  to  depart  from  evil,  ^aod  to  do 
good  ;  to  implore  pu^on,  and  to  sue  for  grace ;  to 
apply  to  a  Saviour  for  the  one,  and  lo  «  Sanctifier 
fortheother.  Religion  is  the  perfection 'of  .wisdom, 
'practice,  the  best  instructor,  and  thanksgiving  the 
mreetest  recreation. 

PSALM  CXII. 


The  Psalmist  enumerateth  the  blessings  attending 
the  man  who  feareth  Jehovah  ;  1 .  the  pleasure 
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which  he  taketh  in  doing  his  will;  2.  the  prosperity 
of  his  seed;  S.^he  plenteoosnesB  in  his  hoase; 
4.  his  comfort  in  trouble;  5.  his  internal  joys;  6. 
the  honour  with  which  he  is  remembered ;  7,  8. 
his  holy  confidence  in. God ;  9.  his  good  deeds^ 
^ndthe  reward  of  them;  10.  the  envy^  wretched- 
ness, and  perdition  of  the  wicked.  The  biessmgs 
of  the  Gtospel  are  spiritual  and  eternal ;  and  they 
are  conferred  upon  the  members  of  the  Christian' 
church  through  Christ  their  head,  who  is  the 
pattern  of  all  righteousness,  and  the  giver  of  all 
grace, 

i.  Blessed  is  the  man  that /earetA  the  Lord,  that 
delighteih  greatly  in  his  commandmenta  ;  or,  he 
delighteth  greatly  in  his  commandments. 

The  man  who  duly  "  feareth  God,"  is  delivered 
from  every  other  fear;  the  man  who  "delighteth  in 
"  God's  commandments,"  is  freed  from  every  inor- 
dinate desire  of  earthly  things ;  and  such  a  man 
must  needs  be  "  blessed."  Of  this  kind  was  thy 
ble&sedness,  O  holy  Jesu,  on  whom  did  rest  '*  the 
"  spirit  of  knowledge  and  of  the  fear  of  Jehovah," 
and  whose  '*  meat"  it  viiis  "  to  do  the  will  of  him 
'*  that  sent  thee,  and  to  Bnish  his  work."  Isa.  xi,  3.' 
Jolid  iv.  34. 

3.  His.  seed  shall  be  mighty  upon  earth :  the  ge- 
neration  cfthe  upright  shall  be  blessed. 

A  father's  piety  derives  the  benediction  of  Heaven 
i^on  his.  children.  The  praterity  of  faithful  Abra- 
tum  were  often  spared  and  &voured  on  account  of 
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tiieir  prog«iiHor ;  as  the  whole  femily  of  believers, 
Abraham  and  all^  are  blessed  in  Him,  who  is  the 
great  Father  of  that  family,  and  the  Author  of  their 
salvation. 

3.  Wealth  and  riches  shall  be  in  his  house :  and 
his  righteousness  endurethfor  ever. 

It  sometimes  pleaseth  Ood  to  bestow  on  his  ser- 
Tants,  as  he  did  on  Israel  of  old,  the  gt>od  things  of 
this  world.  And  a  rich  man  is  therefore  happier 
UwB  a  poor  man,  because  "  it  is  more  blessed  to  give 
"  than  to  receive :"  Acts  xx.  35.  Bat  the  true 
"  wealth"  of  Christians  is  of  another  kind ;  their 
"  riches"  are  such  as  neither  moth  can  cormpt,  nor 
thief  steal.  Grace  and  glory  are  in  the  "  house" 
of  Chrirt,  and  everiastiog  '*  ri^teonsness"  is  the 
portion  of  his  children. 

4.  Unto  the  vpr^kt  there  ariseth  light  m  tie 
dorftness  /  he  is  gracio^,  andftiU  of  compassion, 
andr^hteous. 

While  we  are  on  earth,  we  are  salgect  to  a  three- 
fM  "  darkness ;"  the  darkness  of  error,  the  daric- 
nesB  oi  sorrow,  and  the  darkness  of  deatii.  To 
dispel  tiiese,  God  visiteth  iu,  by  his  w(»d,  vrith  a 
threefold  "  light ;"  the  light  of  truth,  the  light  of 
comfort,  and  the  light  of  Ufe.  The  ChrhAitm'm 
temper  is  firaned  E^r  the  pattern  of  his  Master; 
and  he  is  ever  ready  to  show  to  others  that  "  lovef" 
and  "  metcj"  v^ch  h^ve  been  shown  to  bin. 

5.  A  good  man  shaaeth  favour  andlendetk:ie 
wiU  guide  Am  t^mrs  wUh  dieeretion. 

The  former  part  oi  this  verse  may  be  rendered, 
with  a  bttie  varialnn,  "  It  is  well  with  the  man  who 
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"  »  gracious  and  ooRiBaunKaUTe."  Ill-tmliiN  and 
avarice  ara  their  own  toriBteatoni:  butioTeandtibe* 
rality  do  good  to  theowelves  by  doing  it  to  others 
and  CDJoy  all  tbe  happineu  whkh  they  came.  It  it 
not  God's  intention,  that  any  of  tbe  talents  lAidi 
be  bestowed  uptm  at  sbould  lie  dead,  bat  that  oar 
bretimn  aboald  have. the  use  of  them;  even  an 
Christ  received  the  Spirit  to  leonQtnwcate  it  toiu^ 
and  ovr  salvation  is  his  gtoiy  and  joy.  The  latter 
put  (rf.  this  verse  is  Uhxwise:  capable  of  a  diSerentt 
and,  indeed,  a  roore  litenl.trandation:  "  He  will 
"  snpportf  or  nuintua,  his  Worda^  w  histransactiou. 
**  in  jodgeraent ;"  that  is,  he  whu^  tfavseoiployiBth 
his  talents  for  the  benefit  of  oiankind,  will  be  wbitt 
to  render  a  good  aoeoant  to  bis  Lord  who  intmstatk 
titem  with  bioi.    i 

.  6*JSute^hesluiU.notbe^^ihoit^f».Boer:Hi€ 
HglU€ou$  ahtUt  he  mvmrUutmg  remtmbrtmtiB.  7. 
M^  MhiUl  -ttot  be  afraid  of  evil  tutings :  Ats  Jtetrt 
it  Jixed,  tnuting  in  tk«  Loan.  8.  Him  heart  is 
ettabliihed,  Ae  thall  mt  be  afraid,  wUU  kraae  bifi 
desure  aipMt  Am  enemiea, 

N{^ing  can  deprive  the  person  here  described  of 
his  felicity.  Wb«a  his  work  is  done,  his  body  wiE  go 
to  its  repose  in  tbe  dust,  but  the  *'  mesnorial"  of 
his  name  ^ui  of  his  good  deeds  will  be  still  freshas 
the  BUNming  breeze,  and  fiagrant  as  the  flower  of  the 
apriag.  "  He  feareth  no  evil  report,"  no  blast  of 
Mulder  and  malice  can  touch  him  ;  notidii^  (tf  ca- 
iamity  and  deatraciioa  caa  shake  lus  confidence  in 
God ;  >ut  he  wiU  bear  the  tninp  of  jndgcmttt,  and 
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behold  the  world  in  flames,  rather  with  jt^  than  with 
dread ;  ai  knowiag.  by  tiioae  tokens,  that  Ae  hour  of 
bu  redemption  is  come,  wbeii  "  he  sball  see  hi> 
*'  enemies,"  and  eren  d«itfa,  the  last  <tf  tbem,  wkder 
hu  feet  :         , 

9.  He  ^tath  diverted,  he  AofA  ghen  to  Ihe  poor, 
hiarigkUouaiutBettduretkfoT enKT :  ktshomakaU 
be  extUled  with  honom: 

His  riches  are  not  hoarded  op,  bnt  "  dispersed" 
abroad ;  and  that  not  by  others  after  his  death,  bnt 
by  himself  in  his  life*tiroe;  "  He  hath  dispersed." 
They  are  not  sqnandovd  in  the  ways  of  vani^  and 
fdUy,  but  "  given  to  the  poor ;"  uot  are  they  gneti 
in^Boiminately  and  at  random,  bnt  "  dispersed," 
like  precious  seed,  with  pmdenoe  and  discreUtHi, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  soil,  aad  in  proper 
season,  soMto>pioducetbe  nMMt  |4eatifol  harvest. 
Therefore  "  his  righteonsness  endoreth  for  ever ;"  its 
ihdts  ^d  its  good  report  are  laitit^  among  men, 
and  it  is  never  forgotten  before  God,  vrtio  hath  pre- 
pared'foritan  eternal  reward.  "  His  horn  shall  be 
"  exalted  with  honour,  or,  in  glory ;"  whatever  may 
i)e  bis  lot  upon  earth,  and  even  there  the  charitable 
man  will  trequently  be  had  in  "  honour,"  at  the  last 
day,  certainly,  when  the  thrones  of  the  mighty  diall 
be  cast  down,  and  the  sceptres  oi  tyrants  iHroken  in 
pieces,  then  shall  he  lift  up  his  head,  and  be  exahed 
to  pertahe  of  the  "  glory"  of  bis  Redeemer,  the  an- 
tiioT  of  bis  iaith,  and  the  pattern  of  his  cfaitfity,  vib» 
gave  himself  for  us,  and  is  now  seated  at  tlu  ri^ 
bwid  of  the  Majesty  in  (he  heavens. 
3 
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10.  7Ae  linefeed  sAo/f  see  it,  agid  be  ^ieoed f  bx 
shtdl  gna^  with  his  teeth,  and  melt  amay  ;  the  de- 
sire of  the  tnicked  shtdl  perish. 

The  sighted  Christ  in  glory,  with  his  saiata,  itilV 
in  SB  inexprewible.  maimer^  tonnent  the  cruciGen  of 
the  one,  and  the  peneratos  of  the  othen;  as  itwiU 
show  them  the  hopes  aod'wishes  of  their  adveraaries 
all  granted  to  the  full,'  and  a&  their  awn  "  dedres" 
and  designs  fen*  ever  at  an  &a.d ;  it  wiB  excite  an  envy 
which  must  prey  upon  itself,  prodace  a  grief  which 
can  admit  of  no  comfiwt,  give  birth  to  a  worm  which 
can  nerer  die;  and  Mow  i^  those  fires  which  nothing 
can  quench. 


PSALM    CXUL 


The  servants  of  God  are,  1.  exhorted  M  praise  his 
name,  2,  at  all  times,  and,  3.  in  all  places,  on  ac- 
count, 4,  5.  of  his  power  and  glory,  6—8.  of  his 
mercy  in  redeeming  man,  and,  9.  making  the 
Gentile  church  to  be  a  joyful  mother  of  chil- 
dren. This  Psalm  is  appointed  to  be  read  on 
Eaater-^y. 

1.  JPraise,  O  ye  servants  ofUte  Lcmo.  praise  (Ae 
name  of  the  Lcmp.  %  Blessed  be  the  name  of  the 
Ijord,  from  this  time  forth,  and  for  evermore. 

Christians  are  the  "  servants"  of  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  a  most  dehghtful  part  of  their  service  it  is,  to 
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"  praise"  bb  fady  and  saTing  "  name"  in  the  chiucb, 
which  now  uieth  this  Paalm  attiong  others,  and  with 
it  "  blesseth  the  name"  of  her  Lord  and  Sanoar» 
inm  age  to  age.  The  I^lmiit  wieAicd  and  prayed 
that  this  might  be  done^  and  be  fioraiaw  that  it  wwU 
be  done>  while  the  woiidaboaMlart,  upon  earth,  and 
afterwarda  "■  for  erennoM"  in  heaven. 

5.  From  ihe  rinng  o/i&ectm  unto  the  going  doum 
of  the  aame,  the  Lobd'b  luwie  is  to  be  praiaed  ;  or, 
ispratwd.  4.  Tke  Lord  i»  h^hahovt  aUnatioiUt 
and  At*  ghry  tAove  the  heaooiu. 

At  Uie  diffuuon  of  the  Go^  thraagb  the  worid, 
the  name  of  Christ  was  praised  "  from  the  cut  to  the 
"  west,"  in  churches  every  where  planted  by  the 
apostles  and  their  successors :  and  the  grand  subjects 
of  joy  and  triumph  among  beliereri  were,  the  supe- 
riority of  their  Master  over  the  "  Heathen  nations" 
and  their  idob ;  the  exaltation  of  "  his  gloiy  above 
"  the  beaTen^"  and  all  Uie  powen  tbeI:e^l ;  the 
might  of  his  arm,  and  the  majesty  of  hu  kingdom. 

5.  Jf^o  is  like  unto  the'  Lord  our  God,  who  dwell- 
etk  on  high  f  6.  Who  humbleth  himself  to  behold 
the  things  that  are  in  heaven  and  m  earth. 

Highly  as  onr  Lord  is  exalted  above  this  system, 
above  these  heavens  and  this  earth  of  our^  yti  he 
condescendeth  to  regard  every  thing  that  passeUi 
here,  and  to  make  us,  the  inhabitants  of  this  lower 
world,  uid,  for  our  sakes,  all  the  other  creatiires  in 
it,  the  objects  of  his  peculiar  care,  Mid  patnnal 
tove. 

7.  He  raiaeth  the  poor  out  of  the  du»t,  and^etA 
ihenwdjftmtofthedmghiili  8.  Ihstkemit^set 
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him  mith  prince*,  CTen  vjUh  the  primes  nf  hie 
people. 

Sach  is  his  mercy  to  the  poor  bods  of  Adam  in  their 
&Uen  estate,  ^at  from  the  lowest  and  most  abject 
condition,  from  the  pollutions  of  sin,  and  from  the 
dishonoun  of  the  grave,  he  raiseth  them  to  rig'hteous-' 
ness  and  holinesa,  to  sIo>y  and  immortality;  he 
setteth  them  on  high,  with  tiie  inhebtents  of  the 
hearenly  Jemsalem,  "  with  the  princes  of  his  pe»* 
*'  pie,"  the  leaders  of  the  armies  above,  with  angeb 
and  archangels  before  hia  throne.  What  is  the  ex- 
altation of  the  meanest  b^gar  from  a  danghill  to  an 
earthly  diadem,  when  compared  with  that  of  human 
nature  from  the  grave  to  the  throne  of  God  \  Here 
is  honour  worthy  our  ambition ;  honour  after  which, 
all  are  alike  invited  to  aspire ;  which  all  may  obtain^ 
who  strive  worthily  and  lawfully ;  and  of  which 
when  once  obtained,  nothing  can  ever  deprive  tiie 
possessors. 

9.  He  maketh  ike  barren  woman  to  keep  house,  ■ 
and  to  be  ajryful  mother  of  chUdren.  Praiseye 
the  LoBD. 

In  the  sacred  history  of  the  Old  Testament,  we 
meet  with  frequent  instances  of  barren  women  who 
were  miraculously  made  to  bear  children.  Isaac,  Jo- 
seph, Samson,  andSamael,  were  thus  bom  of  Sarah, 
Rachel,  the  wife  of  Manoah,  and  Hannah.  To  these 
nay  be  added,  from  the  history  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, tiie  instance  of  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Zact»- 
rtas,  and  mother  of  St.  JtAm  the  Baptist.  These 
examples  may  be  considered  as  preludes  to  that 
roanreUouB  exertion  of  divine  power,  whereby  the 


.tvCoogIc 


300  A  COMMENTARY  [psalm  114. 

Gentile  chnrch,  after  bo  many  yean  of  barrenness, 
became,  in  her  old  ag«,  "  a  froitful  parent  of  chil- 
"  dreiij  and  the  mother  of  us  aU."  Wherefore  it  is 
written,  "  Sing,  O  barren,  tiiou  that  diddt  not  bear  ; 
"  break  forth  into  singing-,  and  cry  aloud,  thou  that 
''  didst  not  tmvai)  vridi  child :  for  nK»e  are  the 
"  children  of  the  deaojale,  than  the  children  of  the 
**  married  wife,  auth  the  LmtD."  In.  Uv.  1.  QtL 
IT.  S7. 


TW^ITY.TUIRD  DAT.— EVENING  PRAYER. 
PSALM    CXIV. 


This  is  tinother  of  the  Bsalms  appofhted  by  our 
chnrch  to  be  read  on  Easter-day.  It  celebrates 
the  Exodua  of  Israel  from  Egypt,  and  the  mira- 
cles wrought  for  that  people,  prefiguring  the  re- 
demption of  our  nature  from  ain  and  death,  and 
■  the  wondera  of  mercy  and  love  wrought  for  us  by 
Jesus  Christ. 

I .  When  lerad  toenf  out  of  Egypt,  the  houae  of 
Jacob  from  a  people  of  alrange  language;  % 
Judah  was  Aw,  that  is,  God'a,.  ianctuary,  and 
Igrad  hia  ^^Mmion. 

When  Jehovah  delivered  Israel  from  Uie  IxHidage 
of  Egypt,  he  chose  them  for  his  peculiar  people ;  his 
presence  resided  in  tlietr  canlp>  as  in  a  "  sanctuvy^'* 
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ortem^;  and  be  ruled  them,  asaa-^eattlily  king 
exerciseth  sovereignty  in  his  "  dcrminionfl.*!  .  This 
worlds  andtiifi  Prince  of  tlus  world,  ue.toins,  iirhat 
Egypt  and  Pharaoh  were  to  Israel.  TheradempUon 
of  one.  DBture,  by,the  resiitiecticMi  of  Christ,  awwer- 
^•totbeirnedemptioDbythebanddf-MoseB'.  When 
we.are  baptized  into  the  death  and  rerorrection  of 
our  Loffd^  we  renoaiiGe  tbe  worid,  its.  pomps  and 
vanities ;  and  should,  therefore,  quit  its  corrupt 
*'  language,"  manners,  and'  customs,  with'  u  much 
abcrity  and  expeditiooj  as  "  tbe  fiimily  of  Jacob'' 
left  thoaetof  ^fpt  :  Weare  the  "  eanctdary,"  tbe 
temple^  in. which  Christ-  dwelletb  by  bis  Spirit; 
we  are  Uk  subjects  of  bis.  qiiritual  "  kingdom,"  we 
are  faia  pecidiar  people ;  in  one  word,  we  iare  his 
"  cbiBcb,"t  and  succeed,'  as  ebcb,  to  aU  the  tftles  and 
privileges  formerly  conferred  on  Israel.. - 

3.  l%e  iea  sum-it  andfied;  Jordan  taas  drioen 
back. 

Although  forty  yean  intervened  between  the  two 
.eventS'here  mentioned,  yet,  as.tbe  miracles  were  of  a 
similar  natnre,  they  are  spoken  of  tc^ether.  In  the 
passage  of  Israel  through  the  Red  Sea,  we. may  con- 
template our  passage  ficom  a  death  of  sin  to  a  life  of 
righteousness  through  the  waters  of  baptism ;  as  our 
translation  from  death  temporal  to  life  eternal,  is 
figured  by  their  entrance  into  the  promised  land 
throngh  ^e  river  Jordan.  The  waters  in  both  cases 
are  poetically  repreeentedas  sensiUe  of  their  Creator's 
presence;  and  by  their  raring,  and  opening  a  path 
for  tbe  people  of  Clod,  we  are  taught,  that  if  we 
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oontime  fiulhfiil,  all  ofaatroctiomwUI  Im  raMoved  in 
onr  way  to  beaven. 

4.  ne  numrdttiiu  slapped  Hke  reant,  aod  (Ae 
iiaie  kiUg  like  lamb§. 

ThetEcmoun  rfmomtSimi  and  tlieneigfaboarii^ 
faiUs,  wken  the  law  was  g^vcn^  afiwded  loaie  sped- 
roeaof  that' power  which  was' afterwaids  exerted  in 
the  overArow  of  idolatry,  and  tiw  castingi  down  «f 
crrery  fa^  thing  that  eutted  itself  against  the 
Gocpel  at  Ms  publication.  "  See/UMrefbrsj  tiiatye 
"  rdEinse  not  him  that  speaketh  :  fine  if-  they  eic^ied 
*'  not,  who  refused  Him  that  spake  on  earth,  mnch 
:"  more  shall  not  we  escapCi  if  we  tnrniaway  ftran 
^  him  that  speaketh  fron  heaven ;  whose  vbifse  then 
*'  shook  the  earth  ;  bat  now  be  bath  pmaised,  say- 
**  ing^.  Yet  once  more  I  shake  not  the  earth  only,  bat 
"  also  heaTen.**    Heb.ixii.  ^. 

5.  What  ailed  thee,  O  thou  sea,  Uut  thoufled- 
dest ;  thou,  Jordan,  that  thou  wast  driven  badi  f 
%.  Yemonntaina,  that  jre  akif^ed  like  nun» ;  and 
ye  little  hilla,  like  lamha  f  7.  Tremble,  tkou  mrfA, 
mt  the  pretence  of  the  Lobs,  at  the  preeemee  of  tke 
Godof  Jacob. 

If  the  divine  presence  hatti  socb  an  effect  npon 
inanimate  matter,  how  ongtrt  it  to  operate  on  ratioDsl 
and  accountable  beings  f  Jjtt  ns  be  afiraid,  with  an 
Ik^  fear,  at  the  presence  of  God,  in  the  w<nld  by 
his  Providenee,  and  by  bis  Spirit  in  onr  consciences ; 
«o  that  we  may  have  hope  and  conrage  in  the  day 
when  he  shall  arise  to  shake:  terribly  the  earth ;  when 
"  every  island  shall  ily  away,  and  the  monntauB  shall 
"  be  no  more  found."     Rev,  zvi.  dO. 


^cbv  Google 


DAVtt.  B.M  ON  THE  PBAU18,  30S 

'  8.  Wkick  turned  therode  into  a  atoning  mt^w, 
tkxjfmt  into  afomUaim  of  waters. 

He  who  brought  water. out  of  the  eacramentat 
ndk  HI  the  wiklenieis,  hath  shice  cuind  men  of 
Unng  water  to  flow  tbrough  die  world,  from  the 
Rock k>f  <nr  salvation ;  nay,  he  baUi  diaseiredtlie 
atony  bearts  of  linimM,  and  made  to  spring  tip  in 
tfaeiD  fonntaini  of  thk  water  of  Kfe.  Fortfaesegreat 
mstaBces  ttf  hn  power  and  bis  love,  we  are  taught 
to  Ueas  bis  boly  name,  when  we  ling'Ais  Pialm,  as 
«a  cnrangditial  hymn,  on  the  day  of  ow  Li^'a  re- 
surrection. 

■■■■■■'-■■■■         PS-ALM-CXV.     ■■■■■■ 

The  chiirch,  1,  3.  prayeth  that  God  woirfcl  glorllTy 
. ;,  himself  in  her  salvgtion ;   3.  she  dectareth  her 

;,liiith  in.him; ,  4^-^.ezpo6etb  tfae-.yanity  and 
',  .iSf^y.oi  i^olatiy;:  9— 11.. exhort^  her  f:bildren 
:  J  to'«elyiq^oii.Jeh<n«h;  li*^\i.  foccteUtib  how 
'He  Will'  Uew,  pMsper,  tthd .  inereafte  hi»  people, 

'  16^18.  never  suffering  the-voice  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving  to  cease  upon  the  earth. 

).  M*f 'Wrto  «w,  O  Lotib,  not  tmto  ns,  but  wUo 
(Kty  name  giee  giory,  /&(•  thy  mert^;  and  fof  thf 
tn^'i  sake.  %.  Wherefore  shoidd  tkckeatken 
atttf, '  Wlure  is  noa  their  God  ? 

Frbfli  these  two  verses  it  is  evident,  that  the  Pintim 
is  not  a  thanki^viHg  foRvictory,  hot  a  petition  for 
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deliverance.  Ood  is  oitMBted  to .^gtve^j^y,"  by 
such  deliverance^  "  not  to  ns,"  to  oar  (vmJu  or  ar- 
deafoun,  but. "  to  hia  own  name  -"  be  is  reqaested 
to  vottchsafe  aalvatioo,  not  oo  acceunt  of  our  rneiits, 
Init  of  fau  "  metcy."  which  indincth  him  to  be 
gmcions ;  of  his  "  truth,"  which  diipeseth  him  to 
foUil  his  promises ;  and  of  his  *.'  hononr,"  Umt  the 
enemy  may  not  have  occaufm  to  bUsphemeihiin. 
and  reproadi  hia  Berranta,  as  if  thfeir  Masterifckhtt' 
could  not,  or  would  not,  hcslp  them  kk ,  the  day  jof 
4beir  distraw.  "  Wheftfore . shoaJd  .tbe.Heathea 
"  say,  Where  is  now  their  God  P"  .!.;>'. 

3.  But  our  God  is  m  fAe  heavens :  he  hath  dome 
jDhataoever  he  hathplefued;  or,  he  doetk  whatso- 
ever he  pleaaetk. 

Should  the  insulting;  adversary  ask  the  above 
question,  '*  Where  is  now  their  God?"<the  faithful 
are  ready  with  their  reply,  "  Our  God  is  in  the 
"  heavens ;"  he  is,  where  he  ever  was,  upon  his 
gloriouB  throne,  high  ov^dl  the  -kingdoms  6f  the 
world,  and  thepowersof  creatednature;  fromthenoe 
vhe  (^wurreth  and  ordeteth  all  tfahigs  here  below; 
what  we:«nffer  is  by  bis  appointment;  and^  at  his 
good  time  and  pleasure,  he  bpth  can  and  will  relieve 
us :  "  he  doetii  whatsoever  he  pleaseth." 

4.  Their  idaU  are  silver-  and  gold,  the  work  of 
men's  hands.  5.  Ih^  hac^inouthfi,bttttht^8pe^ 
not;  ofes  haoe  they,  duf  tlu^  see  t^t.  6.  Ih^ 
have  ears,  but  th^  hear  not;  noses  have  tii^,- 
but  thof  smell  not.  1.  Th^  have  hands,  but  th^ 
handle  not ;  feet  have  th^,  but  they  mUk  not ; 
neither  speak  th^  through  their  throat. 
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A  beaotifol  oodtnut  is  fisrraed  belweeh  the  God  of 
Israel  and  the  Heathen  mIoIb/  '  He'madiecVeryCbihg; 
tbey  are  tiiemsclveB  made  by  men ;  he  is  id  heaven, 
they  are  upon  earth ;  he  doeth  whatsoever  he  fdeasetb, 
they  caa  donothing ;  he  seeth  tiie  distresses,  heareth 
and  answereth  the  prayers,  accepteth  the  offerings, 
conwth  to  the  awistance,  and  effecteth  the  salvation 
ei  hii  serrantt ;  they  are  blind,  deaf,  and  dumb, 
■eoidest,  motionless,  and  impotent  Equally  sIott 
4o  bear,  equally  impotent  to  «ave  in  time  of  greyest 
need,  will  ev«y  worldly  idol  prore,  on  whidi  men 
bave  set  their  a&ctions,  and  to  which  they  have,  in 
«fiect,  «aiil,  "  ThoQ  art  my  God." 

8.  Jhofthut  make  than  are  UkeurUo  them;  aois 
eoery  one  that  trusteth  in  them. 

Ididaters,  lilte  the  otijects  of  their  worship,  are 
cBtheriifeless  images  than  real  men.  What  our  Lora 
«fud  of  the  Jews,  is  applicable  to  them,  and  indeed 
to  all  who  r^ect  the  knowledge  of  the  tree  Giod,  and 
4he  doctrines  of  s^vation :  "  Having  eyes  they  see 
'*  not,  having  ears  they  hear  not"  They  see  not  the 
'  things  which  belong  unto  their  peace ;  they  hear  not 
•the  word  of  instruction  and  exhortation ;  diey  speak 
not  of  rehgi(Mi  and  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  they 
woric  not  the  works  of  piety  and  charity ;  they  walk 
not  in  the  path  of  the  divine  commandments  ;  they 
are  spiritually  blind,  deaf,  dumb,  lame,  and  impotent; 
affld  when  their  iddi  are  destroyed,  they  will  perish 
in  like  manner. 

9.  O  Israel,  trust  thou  in  the  Loso ;  he  is  their 
help  and  their  shield.  10.  O  house  of  Aaron,  trust 
du  the  LoBD ;  he  is  their  kefy  ai^  their  shield. 
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Ih  Yie-tkat,  fear >(f»hamtt,trnm mike  Loan  i  he 

is  their  A«^  and  their  akieid. 

Let  the  tneti  of  the  woiU  make  to  theneelTu 
gods,  and  vainly  trust  in  the  vmrk  of  tbeir  own  hands 
or  he^ds  ,*  but  let  the  church  repote  ell  her  cenfi- 
den(^  in  JehQTah,  her  Savionr  and 'Redeemer,  wte 
aJof^  can  be  her  defender  and  protector;  more  espe- 
cially l0t:her  ministera,  the  b«iu  of  the  time  Aaron, 
dothifij  who  are. the  pecnlier  portioii  o£  their  God, 
^GQplQyed  continually  in  hia. service,  and  designed  4fr 
^aiiii  upottters  in  foitH  tod  hope  ;  and  -let  all  who 
h^y^  beeii  itislrudted,  i  by  their  ininistry,  .in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord,  trust  alwa^a' in  him,  nor  sD0«r  any  ap- 
pE«henAkin  of  danger  or.distresa  to  separate  Ulem 
from  him. 

13.  Ihe  Lqrd  hatii  been,  or,  is,  mindfiU  of  us; 
he  mUi  JflftM  us ;  he  uUi  bias  the  kause'i^ laruel,  he 
an^^jesft  ^he  houee  ofAar^t.^  13.  Be^will  ileaathem 
^fra£/Mr'A«I^Bi>,  bythwMcUamfgTvat;  14.  Tfte 
Lord  th«V-  in^rtMe'.yott  mare :tmd  mare,  you  and 
j^urehUdrfitt-  Ib-YeaiebteMedt^thphtKOjiBkUh 
made  h'Booen  and  eprtk. 

The  hcaft  of  the.EWlmist  is  fnll  of  "  bleenng/' 
and  on-hift  Uoigue  is.t^e  wood  of  hindneoj  and -com- 
fort. The  "  blesaiB^"fevfnerly  confined  to  Israel, 
have  since  been  extended  ,to  the  whole  race  of  msn- 
J{H"1'  .Jehovah,  evar  ^'  niifluif ui"  of  Ms  creatures, 
Jlia^h  v^ited  4)ie  wflHd.h|y.hiB  Son  and  by  his  Spirit; 
he  hath  formed  a  church  from  among  the  Gentila, 
■APpfintfiA  4  iwiestboodand  nunistry  in  it,  and  given 
ili»  beQ«dicti(^n  to  both  ;  be  baih  "  hkfsed,"  with 
.^e  Miestinge  of  gra^,  '^ihem  (hat  fear  bim,"  of  all 
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nations,  and  of «very  degree;  he  btitb  "  increased" 
and  maltiplied  \m  peo[de  exce^dipgly^  end,the,failji- 
ful  members  of  the  Christian  chur^ch  are  now  "  the  ' 
"  blessed  of  Jehovah,  who  made  heaven  and  earth," 
and  who  is,  consequently,  possessed  of  all  power  in 
both. 

1 6.  7%e  heaven,  even  the  heavens,  or,  the  keavens 
of  heavetu,  mre  the  Loiof's ;  tnU  the  earth  hath  he 
given  to  the'<;h^r>en  of  men.  .17.  J^edeadpraise 
n^t  the  LoRDi  neither  as^y  that  go  dfiwn  into  silence. 
18.  But  vie  will  bless  the  Loso,  from  this  time 
forth  and  for  evermore.     Praise  the  Lord. 

He  who  himself  dwelleth  in  the  highest  heavens, 
where  he  is  praised  and  glorified  by  angels,  hatU 
"  given  the  earth"  for  an  habitation,  at  present,  *'  to 
"  the  sons  of  men,"  whose  duty  it  is  to  praise  and 
glorify  him  here  below,  as  the  angels  do  above.  Now 
as  "  the  dead  cannot  praise  him,"  as  they  who  sleep 
in  <the  silent  grave  cannot  celebra^  him,  we  may  be 
certaitl,  that  be  will  nM  suffer  his  people  to  be  de- 
stroyed and  extirpated,  but  will  always  p^erve  a 
church  to  "bless  him"  in  all  ages,  till  the  end  of  the 
world;  wh^fi  the  dead  shall  be  raised,  and  the  choirs 
of  heaven  «nd  earth  shall  be  united,  to  praise  and 
glorify  hini  together  before  his  throne  for  evermore. 

TWENTY-FOURTH  DAV.— MORNING  PRAYEE. 

PSALM  CXVL 

ARGUMENT. 

It  is  not  certain  by  whom,  or  upon  what  occasion, 
thb  I^iB  was  composed.     It  plainly  appears, 
x2 
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however,  to  be  a  song  of  tSflnksgiving  for  deltTer- 
ance  from  trouble,  either  temporal,  or  spiritnal, 
or  both.  To  render  it  of  general  use,  let  it  be 
considered  as  an  evangelical  hymn,  in  the  mouth 
of  a  penitent,  expressing  his  gratitude  for  salvatioa 
from  sin  and  death.  1,  S.  He  dedareth  his  love 
of  God,  who  hath  voachnfed  to  hear  bis  prayer ; 
S — 9.  describeth  his  diitress,  his  deliverance  out 
of  it,  and  subsequent  peace  and  comfort;  10,  11. 
he  acknowledgeth  himself  to  have  been  tempted 
to  despond^  but  was  supported  by  faith,  in  the 
day  of  trouble ;  12 — 19.  he  determineth  to  receive 
the  cup  of  salvation,  to  praise  and  to  serve  Je- 
hovah, who  thus  delivereth  the  aouls  of  his  people. 

1.  /  love  the  Lord,  because  he  hath  heard  wxf 
voice  and  nuf  supplications.  3.  Becauae  he  hath 
inclined  his  ears  unto  me,  therefore  will  I  call  upon 
him  as  long  as  1  live. 

In  the  original  it  is,  "  I  love  *,  because  J^ovah 
"  hath  beard."  &c  The  soul,  transported  with  gra- 
titude and  bve,  seems  at  first  to  express  her  affec- 
tion without  declaring  its  object,  as  thinking  that  all 
(he  world  must  know  who  is  the  person  intended. 
Thus  Mary  Magdalen,  in  her  conversation,  at  the 
sepulchre,  with  one  whom  she  supposed  to  have  been 
the  gardener,  though  no  previous  mention  had  been 
made  of  Jesus,  sailh,  "  Sir,  if  thou  have  borne  hih 

"  Some  critics  prefer  our  old  version, — "  I  an  well  pleased," 
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"hence,  te))  me  wtierethoa  hast  laid  hJiH,  and  I 
"  will  take  him  away :"  John  zx.  15.  '  And  ought 
not  the  Jove  of  God  to  be  excited  in  all  our  hearts 
by  the  consideration  that,  when  we  were  not  able  to 
raise  ourselves  up  to  him,  he  mercifalty  and  tender- 
ly "  indined"  and  bowed  down  "  his  ear"  to  an ; 
he  "  heard  our  supplications,"  and  descended  from 
heaven  to  help  and  deliver  us  ?  With  hope,  there- 
fore, and  con6dence  should  we  "  call  upon  him," 
in  all  ourtroubles,  "  as  long  as  we  live." 

3.  T%e  sorrows  of  death  compassed  me,  and  the 
pains  of  hell  gal  hold  upon  me  ;  I  found  trouble  and 
sorrow.  4.  3%en  called  I  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord  ;  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  deliver  m.y  soul. 

These"  sorrows,"  or  "  bands  of  death,"  once 
"  compassed"  the  human  race :  these  "  pains  of 
"  hell"  were  ready  to  seize  on  every  son  of  Adam. 
The  awakened  and  terrified  conscience  of  a  sinner 
bath  felt  the  oppression  of  the  former,  and  experi- 
enced some  foretaste  of  the  latter.  In  this  situation 
he  is  described  by  St.  Paul  as  crying  out,  "  O 
"  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  shall  deliver  me 
"  from  this  body  of  death  ?"  Let  him  take  the 
course  which  the  Psalmist  took ;  let  him  "  call  upon 
"  the  name  of  the  Lord,"  even  the  Lord  Jesus,  who 
put  himself  in  the  sinner's  place,  and  suffered  for  him 
unspeakable  "  sorrows  and  pains ;"  let  him  do  this, 
and  he  shall  be  saved ;  and  shall  sing  the  praises  of 
his  Almighty  Saviour,  in  the  words  of  this  beautiful 
Psalm. 

5.  Gracious  is  the  Lord,  and  righteous:  yea,  our 
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God  is  merciful.  6t  71ie  Lord  preserveVi  the  sim- 
ple :  I  was  brought  low,  and  he  helped  me. 

In  the  salvation  of  ar  sinner  we  oontempltite  God's 
**  grace,"  by  which  the  work  is  effected ;  his  "  righ- 
"  teousness,"  which  causeth  him  to  perform  what  he 
hdth  promised  through  Christ ;  his  "  mercy,"  which 
induced  him  to  send  his  Son,  and  to  make  the  pro- 
mise. This  mercy  \s  the  mercy  of  a  parent,  ahd'snch 
88  a  parent  showeth  to  those  yoang  and  "  simple" 
ones,  who  have  been  over-reached  and  deceived  by  a 
crafty  adversary ;  to  those  who  fall,  and  are  unable 
of  themselves  to  rise  ag;ain  :  "  I  was  brought  low, 
"  and  he  helped  me." 

7.  Return  unto  thy  rest,  O  my  soul,  for  the  Lord 
hath  dealt  hounttftUly  with  thee.  8.  For  tkou  hast 
delivered  my  soul  from  death,  mine  eyesfrom  tears, 
and  my  feet  from  fatting.  9.  /  toill  walk  before  the 
Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

That  peace  of  conscience,  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghost,  which  the  penitent  experienceth,  as  the  effect 
and  fruit  of  pardon,  afford  him  some  idea  of  the  rest 
and  felicity  of  heaven ;  and,  accordingly,  he  speakt 
as  one  translated  to  those  happy  mansions,  where 
(Jiere  is  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow,  nor  crying, 
because  there  is  n<y  more  sin.  A  Christian,  deliver- 
ed out  of  the  misertes  of  (his  troublesome  world,  and 
at  rest  in  Abraham's  bosom,  would  express  hiniself, 
as  one  should  think,  in  these  very  terms.  Remission 
■of  sins  ought  to  be  followed  by  newness  of  life,  and 
the  resolution  of  him  whose  "  soul"  bath  been  "  de- 
"  livered  from  de&th,  hi^  eyes  from  tears,  and  his 
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*' feet  fraen-folli'i^,"  should  alwaJ^B^beAtt,.  <M<V^ 
'^- fralk,  before  ttie  Lokd,"  avon^'oaderhtt  h\!ip«D- 
tkra,  "  in  tbft.Iand  <of  the  livik^."  or  amHmgit  tHe  fe* 
deemed  in  the  cborcb;  anti(  the  tiiii«coh>e  forme 
ta-deinrtbBaoe,,aiiid'to  ben(nDfein*ed  witbtbesaiots 

lOi.I  hdieved,  Uiertfore  have  I  npokm;'  i!^«i 
greatly  t^ticted;  11. 1  ami 'i^  ihtf  kastb,  aUmen 
me  lidrs^  . 

In  affliction  aod  distresses,  diose  (tf  the  Bprritttti4 
oonsciiende  more  especidiy,  the  soul  is  temptdd  tff 
detpond,  and.can  only  be  supiwrted  by  fttitfa  e:t^f- 
ing  itself  in  prayer:  "  I  belieted^  anditbevefareHaTe'I 
**  spoken,"  dr  ".  tbcMfare  s^bcl,"  ^irt  is,  a&  ri»r^- 
v«rse4,  '^  I  coMed  upon  tbe  naine' of -the  bord ;  O 
**  Loiti;  i>. beseech'  ibe^'  deltVer  ihy  soul."  '  Abet 
this  I'did,  thou^  80  "  greatly  afflicted,'"  thati  had 
"  said  in  mybutei''  in  my  hurry  and  trepidation 
occasioned  hy  fekr  andi  amazement  "all  men  on 
"liars ;"  Mwre  is  no  credit  to  be  g;iven  to  tbeii*  pro>> 
miws  of-delhreraaee ;  I  am  lost  and  atidone  for  evei*.- 
Y«t  my  fotth  failed' not^etitirdy,  and,  la,  my  prayet' 
hattil been  heard  and  answerod.  Sl  Puil,  relating 
tbe  troubles  whleiiF  came  afeo  hiiti,.  a^dube  mabneii 
in  which  he  sustained  them,  thus  cited  a  part:iofitb<6 
lOtb'vene:  "  We,  having  tbesttffie  spirit  of  ftiith, 
"  according  as  it  is  written,  I  believed,  atiU  thfere^M^ 
"'hvfB  I  spoken :  we*  alM.  believe,  and  then^fi^re 
"  ipeah;  knewing  tint  he,  wbich' raised  up  tbe- 
"  Lord  Jesas,  ^lall  raise  up  a^'aJso  by  Jesus,  aadP 
"  sbail  pr«8ent<  us  with  y6u."     dCor.  iv.  IS,- 14.  . 

1@.   What  shtiit  I  rsruier  unto  th6  Loao  for  i^ 
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hisbmeJUatowurdamet  iS.  I  reiU  iake  the  ct^  of 
aalvation,  emd  call  upon  t/u  name  of  the  Lord.  14^ 
I  wUi  pay  vMf  votes  mOo  the  hoxa  nam  in  the  pre- 
aence  ofallhiM  peopte. 

Tbe  grateful  peoHent  now  uketh,  what  retnrn  he 
sball  make  to  hia  kind  Benefoctor,  for  the  most  va- 
luable of  all  blemiogs  coBferred  upon  him.  And  be 
preBeoUy  resc^Teth  to  make  the  only  retnrn  in  his 
power,  namely,  to  acknowledge  and  declare  before 
awn  the  goodness  of  Jehovah,  ascribing  all  the  glory 
where  it  is  all  due.  This  be  determineth  to  do,  by 
**  taking  the  cup  of  salv^ion,"  which,  as  Dr.  Ham- 
mond observes,  among  the  Jews  was  two-fold ;  one 
offered  in  a  more  solemn  manner  in  the  temple; 
Nujnb.  xxviii.  7. ;  Ute  other  more  priviUe  in  fiunilies, 
called  the  cup  of  thanksgiving,  or  coflnnemoration  of 
any  deliverance,  begun  by  the  master  of  tbe  femily, 
and  attended,  on  festival  days,  with  a  suitable  hymn ; 
such  as  was  that  sung  by  our  Lord  and  his  disciplet 
wi  the  night  when  he  advanced  that  cup  into  the 
tacreraent  of  his  blood,  which  hath  ever  since  been 
to  Christians  "  the  cup  of  salvation/'  and  which  aU 
penitents  should  now  receive  in  the  church,  with  in- 
vocation, thanksgiving,  and  payment  of  the  "  vowa" 
made  in  time  of  trouble. 

)5.  Preeioua  m  the  si^ht  of  the  Loan  is  thedeaih 
tfhia  saiiUa. 

The  notion  of  the  original  word,  "yp*  in  this  place, 
for  "  rare^"  or  "  precious,"  must  be  so  taken  as  not 
to  signify  that  which  is  spoken  of  .to  be  desirable 
t<^  or  in  the  presence  of,  the  Lord ;  .for  it  is  the  life, 
not  the  death,  of  his  se^nts  which  is  precious^ 
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in  that  wnee,  to  God,  the  preservier  <rf  their  Uvea. 
But  when  it  is  said,  that  their  "  death  is  precious," 
it  means  in  effect  no  more,  than  that  it  is  so  con- 
sidered, it  is  rated  at  so  high  a  price  by  Crod,  as  that 
he  will  not  easily  grant  it  to  any  one  who  most  de- 
sires it  of  him. — Thus  fiir  Dr.  Hammond.  We  may 
add,  that  much  less  will  God  be  easily  prevailed  on 
to  give  up  his  people  to  death  eternal,  Rather  will 
he  work  wonders  of  mercy  and  loving  kindness  to 
save  them  ;  as  the  penitent  happily  experienceth  in 
himself.  ' 

16.  O  Lord,  tnd^  I  am  thy  BervarU,  I  am  thy 
servant,  and  the  son  of  thine  handmaid  ;  thou  hast 
loosed  my  bonds.  17.  I  will  offer  to  thee  the  sacri- 
fice of  thanksgiving,  and  wilt  call  upon  the  name  of 
ike  Lord.  18.  IwUlpay  my  vo\bs  unto  the  Lord 
noQo  in  the  presence  of  aU  his  people.  19.  In  the 
courts  of  the  Lord's  house,  in  the  midst  of  thee,  O 
Jerusalem.     Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

Every  penitent  is  the  "  servant"  of  Grod,  "  the 
"  son  of  his  handmaid,"  the  church.  "  loosed  from 
"  bis  bonds,"  and  redeemed  from  a  state  of  slavery 
under  sin,  the  world,  and  the  devil,  that  he  may  serve 
a  better  Master,  whose  *'  yoke  is  easy,  and  his  bur- 
"  den  light."  This  blessed  Master  is  from  thenee- 
foith  the  object  of  his  love,  duty,  and  adoration  :  to 
him  he  "  offereth  the  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving,"  to 
him  he  "  payeth  his  vows,"  among  bis  fellow -servants 
in  the  church  on  earth  ;  longing  for  that  day  to  come  . 
when,  loosed  also  from  the  bonds  of  death  and  the 
grave,  be  shall  be  admitted  to  sing  hallelujahs  with 
saints  and  angels,  in  the  "  courts"  of  the  eternal 
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temple,  even  "  in  the  midst  of  thee,  OJeniMlem," 
the  hdy,  heavenly,  aiidglotious'ci^  of  GtMl  Moat 
High! 

PSALM  GXVII. 

iHOIHIEMT. 

I'his  Psaiin,  like  the  cxth,  seems  to  be  aUogelher 
prophetical  of  the  joy  that  all  the  world  should 
conceive,  at  the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  to  give 

..  ealTAtion,  gntto  the  Jews,  wid  then  to  all  other 
natioiiBj  aooording  to  his  fei^ifal  promise. 

Patrick. 

1.0  prcdte  tke  Lord,  aUye  naUoia :  prowe  knk, 
t^yepeople.  '2.  For  hiamercifat-kiK^Msiggveal 
imoards  lU :  and>  the  tndh  of  tke  Lord  endureth 
for  ever.     Praiseye  the  Lono, 

.It  is  remarkable,  that  of  so  short' a  Psalm  one 
Tcrfle  it  quoted  in  tke  New  Testament  by  St.  Paul ; 
the  second' verse  is  explained,  thooghntrt quoted. 
Two  questions'  naturally  arise,  upon  reading  the 
Pselm  ;  first,  who  are  the  "  nations  and  people," 
exhorted  to  praise  Jehovah ;  secondly,  what  nf  that 
*'  merciiiil  kindness"  and  that  "  truth,"  fw  which 
they  are  exhorted  to  praise  him  ?  The  apostle  bath 
given  a  satisfactory  and  decisive  answer  to  both  these 
questions,  Roni'.  xv.  8,  9,  &c.  "  Now,  I  say,  ^  U»t 
"  Jesus  Christ  was  a  minister  of  the'  circumcisien  fer 
.'1  the  TRtnif'Of  God,  to  conBrm  the  promises  made 
"  unto  the  fathers,  and  that  the  Gentiles  might  glo- 
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"  rify  God  for  his  hebct  ;  as  it  is  written,  Praise 
"  the  Lord,  all  ye  Crentiles,  and  laud  him,  all  ye 
"  people."  From  the  apostM'a  rea^ning,  the  verse 
of  our  Psalm,  which  he  hath  cited,  appears  to  be  a 
proof  that  "  the  Gentites,"  or  the  Heathen  world, 
should  one  day  "  glorify  God ;"  they  are,  therefore, 
the  '*  people,"  whom  the  Psalmist,  in  the  spirit' of 
prophecy,  exKorted  to'  "  praist  JeHbvah."  It  ap- 
pears also,  why  the  Gentiles  were  to  glorify  God  ; 
namely,  for  his  "  mercy" .  and  "  truth,"  shown  in 
confirming  or  accomplishing  the  "  promises"  con- 
cerning their  vocation  and  conversion,  "  made  unto 
"  the  fathers  * ;"  to  Abraham,  and  his  seed  for  ever ; 
to  all  believers,  whether  of  the  circumcision,  or  the 
uncircumcision.  Such,  then,  is  the  "  mercifulkind- 
"  ness''  of  Jehovah,  which  is  sai  J,  in  the  Psalm,  to 
be  "  great,"  mighty,  and  powerAil,  "  toward  as  ;'* 
soch  his- "  truth,"  which  is  affirmad  to  "  endure  for 
".  ever ;"  as  Uie  promises  were  made  good  to  the 
Gentiles,  when  the  Jews,  because  of  unbelief,  had 
been  cast  off.  Let  the  hallelujahs  of  the  redeemed 
be  suitable  to  that  "  mercy,"  and  cO'etemal  with 
that  *'  truth." 

•  ''  Confirmata — et  veritaa  Domini" — Promlipriit'  eniin  A'bra- 
buno  Deiii  futuruni,  ut  per  ChriBtum,  beoedictum  illud  Abr&- 
hami  semen,  benedicerentur  omoes  Gentea,  Qen.  xii.  3.  xv.  18, 
iaterprete  Apostolo,  Gal.  iii.  16.  Quod,  cum  pnestitum  videa- 
mus,  jam  inUlligimus  rert  advenisse  Christam,  ac  pTE>missa 
iDei  finna  esse  omnia.    Bossuet. 
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In  this  Psalm,  a  king  of  Israel  appears  leading^  his 
people  in  solemn  procession  to  the  temple,  there  ta 
offer  up  the  sacrifice  of  praise  and  thaaksgivio^, 
ft»'the  marvellous  deliverance  from  his  enemies,  and 
a  glorious  victory  gained  over  tiiem.  After  inviting 
the  whole  nation,  I — 4-.  to  join  vrith  him  upon  this 
joyful  occasion,  he  describeth  at  large,  5 — 18.  his 
danger,  and  his  deliverance  from  it,  which  latter 
is  wholly  attributed  to  the  power  and  goodness  <tf 
Jehovah.  After  this,  as  Mr.  Mudge  has  rightly 
observedj  there  ensues  a  kind. of  sacred  dialogue. 
Being  come  to  the  temple,  the  victorious  monarch 
speaks  the  19th  verse ;  they  that  open  the  gate,  the 
20th;  he  again,  as  he  enters,  the  21st;  they  with 
him  seem  to  speak  the  next  four  verses,  to  the 
S5th;  the  priests  of  the  temple  the  S6th;  the  first 
part  to  the  king,  the  other  to  the  people ;  the 
people  the  37th ;  he  the  ^th ;  the  29th  is  the 
chorus  verse,  concluding  as  it  began.  The  re- 
peated application  made  of  the  ^d  verse  in  the 
New  Testament,  and  the  appointment  of  the 
Psalm,  by  the  church,  to  be  used  on  E^ter-day, 
lead  us  to  consider  the  whole  as  a  triumphant 
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bymn,  song  by  King  Mesuali,  at  the  head  of  dw 
Israel  of  God,  on  occasion  of  his  reaiirrection  and 
exaltation. 

1 .  O  gite  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good  i 
because  his  snerty  endureth/or  ever.  3.  Z^t  Israel 
novo  say,  that  his  mertn/  endnreth  for  ever.  3.  ic( 
the  house  of  Aaron  now  say,  that  his  mercy  en- 
^oreth  for  ener.  4.  Let  them  noio  that  fear  the 
Lord,  so^,  that  his  mercy  endureth./or  ever. 

The  subjects  of  "  thanksgiving"  here  proposed 
are  Jehovah's  "  goodness"  and  bis  "  mercy."  He  is 
the  sole  fountain  of  absolute  and  essential  "  good- 
"  nesB,"  the  source  of  all  excellency  and  perfection  ; 
and  bis  '*  mercy"  iti  the  channel  by  which  he  com- 
municateth  this  goodness,  in  an  overflowing  stream, 
to  his  people,  who  are,  therefore,  exhorted  to  praise 
him.  The  Christian  church  is  now  "  the  Israel  of 
*'  God ;"  her  ministers  constitute  the  true  "  house  of 
"  Aaron,"  being  the  spiritual  progeny  of  our  great 
High  Priest ;  and  the  Gentiles,  not  the  Jews,  are 
they  who  know  and  "  fear  Jehovah."  Let  these  all 
celebrate,  for  these  all  have  experienced,  tbe  benefits 
and  blessings  of  "  eternal  mercy,"  by  the  resurrection 
(rf  Jesus  from  the  dead. 

b,  I  called  i^on  the  Lord  in  distress :  the  Ijobd 
anstoered  me,  and  set  me  m  a  large  place. 

The  true  value  of  every  deliverance  is  to  be  esti- 
mated by  the  nature  of  the  "  distress"  which  re- 
quired it.  Tbe  rescue  of  David  from  his  enemies^ 
or  that  of  Israel  from  captivity,  might  deservedly  be 
extolled  with  the  songs  of  Sion.     How  much  more. 
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then,  iiitheehurch  umvcxkiI  boumd  (o  lift  up- her 
voice  in  honour  of  Jebovab,  who  bath  redeemed  her 
from  ber  gpiritaal  adversaries,  and  ireed  her  from 
the  bondage  of  corraption,  throngh  Him  who  "  died 
"for  her  sins,  9nd.rQae«gain.£or.ber  jiutiitcatioQ;" 
irho,  in  Ule  days  of  hie  flesh,  being,  on  her  acooont, 
in  "  distreai"  and  affiicti(Mi,  "^led  upon  Jehondi, 
'*  and  vrai  answered,"  hy  bq  "enlacgemeBt^'  from 
the  narrow  prison  of  the  grave,  to  a. boundless  and 
glorious  kingdom ! 

■6.  The  IrfORDisoRD^^Mle;  IwUlnotftar:  tohat 
can  man  do  uiUo  me?  7.  Ike  \jokd  taketh  fi^poH 
aUh  them  that  help  me :  therefore  shaU  I  iee  my 
desire  upon  them  that  hate  me. 

By  frequent  experience  of  the  divine  power  and 
mercy,  from  time  to  time  exerted  on  the  beiialf  of 
Itnd,  that  nation  was  instructed  to  trust  in  Jehovah; 
and,  whenever  they  did  so,  success  and  victory  never 
fuled  to  attend  their  steps.  Would  not  the  case  be 
the  same  with  us  in  all  our  undertakings,  if  onr. faith 
was  right  and  steadfast  inOod,  who  raised  up  Jesns 
fo>in  the  dead,  and  who  bath  pt'omised  to  ,make  us 
"  more  than  conquerors  ?" 

■&'  It  is  bMer  to  trust  in  the  Loan,  than  to  ptft 
coi^idence  in  man.  9.  It  is  bfUer  to  trit^  tn^  the 
lioaUj  thaniof^  coti^4ettce.m prinaef. 

Armies  of  "men,"  however  nuQie^uus,  and  to 
appearance  powerful,  may  ;be  routed  and  dispersed 
at  once.  "  Princes"  may  not  be  able  to  help  us ; 
if  able,  tbey.may  &tl  us,  as  not  b^ing  willing  tp.do 
it ;  if  both  able  and  willing,  they  inay  di^,  ere  Uiey 
can  execute  their  purpose.     But  that  hope  which  is 
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placed  in  Qod,  can  a«rer,  by  iheaea  w  aQy.,oAu^ 
means,  be  disappointed.  As  we  eo  ofleo  rqieat  thcie 
tvro  .rers^,  let  m  act  ^gteeably  to  the  declaratioii 
which  we  then  make,  and,  inptead  of  courting  the 
world,  by  undue  compliant^s,  for  its  deceitful  smiles 
and  tteacherouB  favoure,  let  us  in  ail  points  4o  our 
duty,  and  leave  the  event  to  Gbd  above.  To  en^ 
c<Hinge  u«  in  tbepeFfofniance  of  saoh  a  resolutioo 
as  tbi^  let  it  be  reotembered,  that.becatue  our  Son 
Tfonr  "  witnessed  a  good  confession  be&M-e  Pontius 
"  Filafte,"  and  with  meehness  and  patience  resigned 
hivtqelf  to  the  death  of  the  cross  for  it.  therefore  God 
exalted  him  to  glory  and  honour. 

}Qk  AH  nations  wmpasasd  me  about:  but  in  the 
natw.of  Me  Ldbd  voill  I,  or,  I  didt  deatrtjf  tkem. 
11.  2%ey  compulsed  me-',  aboid,  yta,  they  campasBed 
me  about :  but  in  the  nfttne  of  the  Loud  I  wUl,  or, 
Zdi4,  dettroiy  them,  12.  The^  campaesedmeabota 
Ijfte  bees,  tkt^  are  quenched  ae  the^e  of  titortt&'i 
for  in  ike  name  (^  the  I^ao  /  voill,  or,  /  dt(2,  tie- 
strmf  them. 

The  tenonr  of  the  Paafan  beingone  of  thanka^ving 
for  a  deliverance  already  experienced,  aeemetb  to 
require  that  the  veii>,  at  the  ckse  <^  each  «f  these 
versesj  should  be  rendered  in  the  past  time ;'  not  "  I 
"  will  deatroy  tbem,"  but  "  1  did  deatuqy  thetn ;" 
e^eciallyaa  it  ia  said,  "  they  compassed  ne  about," 
and  "  thty  are  qottnched."  As  David  and  iarad 
vr«re  caiconipaned  by  faostile  nations,  over  whom, 
ttwongb  God's  aaiistance,  they  often  triamphed  ;  so 
Uie  Son  of  David,  in  ti|p  day  of  hia  passion,  waa 
aurrouodfld  by  tiie  iiirioua  multitude  of  Jcwa  and 
•      8 
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(Jeittilea,  sedtin^  hia  life ;  and,  after  the  Mine  ex- 
ample, his  mystical  body,  the  church,  hath  frequent- 
ly been,  on  all  sides,  vexed  and  persecuted  in  the 
,  worid.  Bot,  through  the  power  of  Jehorab,  Christ 
overcame,  and  is  set  down  on  the  right  hand  of  tbe 
Mtgesty  on  high.  The  church,  likewise,  bath  often 
risen  superior  to  the  efforts  of  her  innumerable  and 
malicioas  enemies,  whose  fury  bath  blazed  f<Mth 
against  herwith  tbe  sudden  fierceness  of"  fire,"  when 
it  is  applied  to  a  heap  of  dry  "  thorns ;"  arid  bath 
been  88  soon  at  an  end  ;  she  hath  triumphed,  yea, 
and  she  will  finally  triumph,  "  in  the  name  of  the 
"  Lord  her  God." 

13.  2%o»  hast  thrust  sore  at  me,  that  I  might 
faU :  but  the  Lord  helped  me.  14.  lAe  Lord  b 
my  strength  and  song,  and  is  become  n^  salvation. 
15.  Ihe  voice  of  r^oicing  and  salvation  is  in  the 
tabernacles  of  the  righteous :  the  right  hand  of  ^e 
Lord  dotk  valiantly.  16.  2%e  right  hand  of  the 
Lord  is  extUted;  the  r^ht  hand  of  the  Lord  doth 
valiantly. 

The  church  may  conEider  herself  as  victorious 
over  her  great  adversary,  the  author  of  all  evil,  vrho 
had  made  his  grand  effort  to  effect  her  destruction, 
by  potting  to  death  her  champion  and  king,  Mes- 
siah. Bat  Jehovah  appeared  at  the  time  appointed, 
to  bring  him,  and,  virtually,  all  Uiat  irtioald  believe 
in  him,  from  the  dead.  "  Thou  hast  thrust  sore  at 
"  me,  that  I  might  fall ;  but  Jehovah  hdped  me^" 
Risen,  therefore,  with  Christ,  from  the  grave,  we 
proceed  to  praise  Jeliovahj^  the  words  which  Moses 
and  Israel  first  used,  when  they  had  ascended  from 
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the  depdiB  of  the  sea,  and  behdd  their  enemies  de- 
stroyed fbr  ever ;  "  Jehovah  is  my  strength,  and 
"  my  song,  and  is  become  my  salvation  :'*  Exod. 
±v.  %.  And  never  dotfi  that  sacred  day  come  ronnd; 
onwhich  the  ^resurrection  of  Jesns  is  celebrated,  bat 
"  the  voice  of  rejoicing  is  in  the  tabernacles  of  the 
"  righteous ;"  there  is  a  noise  of  them  that  sing  fbr 
j(^,  in  the  camp  of  the  saints ;  the  church  militant 
resoundeth  with  thanksgiving,  and  the  voice  of  me- 
l0dy ;  paradise  is  restored  below,  and  earth  beareth 
some  resemblance  of  heaven,  while  thesetransporting 
hymns  are  sung  in  honour  of  our  great  Redeemer. 
He  is  that  "  Arm  and  Right  Hand  of  Jehovah" 
which  ha^  "  done  valiantly,"  which  hatb  crushed 
our  BtroDgest  enemy,  and  is  very  highly  "  exalted" 
over  aU.  "  Thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  u  become 
.  "  gioriouB  in  power  ,■  thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  hath 
^*  dashed  in  pieces  the  enemy."    Exod.  zv.  6. 

\1i'I  akaU  notdie,  but  live,  and  declare  the  works 
of  the  Loao.  18.  7%e  Lord  hath  chastened  me 
tore:  hui  he  hath  not  given  me  over  unto  death. 

As  Christ  is  risen,  "  we  shall  not  die,  but  live ;" 
we  shall  not  die  eternally,  bnt  we  shall  live,  in  this 
world,  the  life  of  grace ;  in  the  world  to  come,  the 
life  of  glory ;  that  we  may,  in  both,  "  declare  the 
"  works"  and  chant  the  praises  of  God  our  Saviour. 
We  are  "  chastened"  for  our  sins,  but "  not  given 
"  over  to  death"  and  destruction  everlasting ;  nay, 
oar  being  "  chastened"  is  now  a  proof  that  we  are 
not  10  "  given  over ;"  for  "  what  son  is  be  whom 
"  the  father  chasteneth  not  ^"  Heb.  xit,  7. 

vol.  II.  Y 
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1 9,  Op^  totm  the  gatea.vfTigi.t«9%mv»,i  ln^ 
fTQ  m  to  them,  and  I  mil  itraUe,  tkf  l4H»:9(k 
2%i»  gate,  or,  7^  i*  the  ggia,  i^  the  Lom,  mta 
tthifih  the  righteous  $haU  enter,  %l.  /  ^iU  thank 
thee,  for  thou  htut  h^(trd  me,  and  ari  betnme  n^ 
$oivatiim. 

The  faitbful,  like  David  and  big  pe(>ple  of  oUi  4e- 
KiaDd  adnilasion  into  tli«  courts  qf  Ui«  {^okI'p  howw, 
theire  topr^aebimfor  hiq{jj9^.»p4lW9ifi(4dtQH' 
^  But  we  may  «;it^d  am.  \4m».mwb  farthw. 
^4  CQDsider  the  whole  cQiniifiQ^  of  U^t  r«dee««d, 
a^  beholding  the  angels  r^dy  to  vpbw  tbft  ^tm  eS 
h^x^n,  and  throw  open  thf;  doi^n^  of  thfi  eteroitl 
WQ;9tQ8;?>  for  Uie  true  di»cipl««  o^  the  ri^^^n^gfe- 
rifi^d  4^sua  to  enter  in.  "  Qpea,  yft,';  ria^  Mitven 
PXqi&ira  in  trinrnnh  ^  t^'>B«  c^eWti^l  apiril^  who 
d^|i^h|  tp  miaiater  lo  t<he  hc;in  of  wlmtion.  ^  i^n 
"  ye  th?  gate*  of  ri^teouanw,;'tiloa0Kat«P>  throng 
ivhvph  nothing  unclean  <^  pais,  *'*k^  th4  viffhtepiu 
"  nation,,  wbjch  l^oepeth  th?,  traJh,  mftx- ^ptwJDt" 
Isa.  Kxri.  ^.(tn^  siijg,  with yo«i;  hai^ffloww* chsiw, 
th?,  |WWf8  of  htm  who  %iUeth  mton  tbo  tbnwe; 
foj,  hf  hath  overcame  the  ab^^nes^.  of  dcnUh,  h« 
bath  9f»9Qed  the  kingdom  of  heavep.ta  ^\l  Mievfiift 
"Thiis  (8  the  g;ftte  pf  the  Lorp^  into  whiob  ^ 
"  righteqi)^  shall  .^nt^v,"  to  t^kc  po^fi'^^^bn  of  the 
inheritance  pfspared  for  thfii^,  "  to  tb^pk"  hw  vIn> 
hath  "  hetff^  t^em,  and  is  become  tfa^r  ^^otiqn," 

S3,  .^Ae  stonfi,whi«h.^Ae*lt»Wera.re/i«^rfi  ^  6e- 
comethe  hea4  stjone  of  the,^m^. ,,  ^,  ^ts  ip  lA<; 
Lord's  doing,  if  ii  vMrveUous  in  our  ^es. 
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Wlwthtiiti)ifr]^aai*gQ  bttdifirst  a  r«£pi(F^iicc  to  the 
caae^oS  Owid*,  wbo,,  bbt  li  figHife  uf  M«f>aiah,,  vu 
bmg^tlrowaiBtatb  eC:MJ9otiAn  ami  pflnocvtif^  to 
tileititroDci^.kAel-  or  wbethwlfeH^  b&  ftaj;  ^t*i^ 
m  ki  J«ni«fa-  inulitJcHi  conoernng  aoertMnrstwiaj 
nfaidn^.vfitfD  hiflring  been,  hy  the  lHulderi»"of>4he  sS'- 
6Mul:ten^Ie,  thnnra  aside:  among^.thfl  rubbiib,  wa4 
atibsl fomdlto be axacUjt  fitted  for  tbebonfXirable 
place  of  a  chief  cinaieivitbne ;'  tt  ii<netth«r  fNoftibltf 
Bokiiaedfid'taaacartua.i  ThatAe'9terwshetbi>g:rin 
a  full  proper  aeiue,  ttrMtteiab^  M'OOttfeHed'bjii  tfce 
RhUhv  and  acknowledged  by^dk  Nolext  itt  the 
OM/Vcstauieat  w  qaoted  hy  tbe  writers  <^  the  New, 
•0  often /aaltki^-  Which «e  meet  with  id  slitcbfflSffiWl 
plaaeft;:  iiaKcIy,  Matt,  xxi..  42.  Mark  ziL  10^ 
iMfce  XX..  17.1  / Acts  iv.  1 L  .  Ephes:  a.  dOJ  l  Pet> 
ia  4;; .  Tbeiam  and  dofastance  df  iJbe  Iff e  w  TedtamenJt 
appI^»donsi  aad.expoBitkiDaif^  that  JeuiB'CfavIst  is 
the  Btone  here  mintiodvdi;  that  heiwaanejected  and 
8et;aii  uiiighi  by  the  c&irf  priests  and!  PbajHsaes,,  the 
(boQ  hvldersotrthe  cUioch';.  bttt^t^-  being  choMN 
eC'iGod/  and  precioafl  ta  bimj  thia  most  valuable 
•tOBt,  thus  despised  and ngeeted  of  men,  thH^^thDowir 
amat^'tbd  roUnsht  andboried  in  it;.  »u,«t  ttlngth, 
fhun  aochi- a  state,  tmdted  to  be  the  chief  comer-' 
stone in-tbe Iniildiiig',.t2ie mantsappoit ai the  edifice^ 
addai  centre  of  jQnion  for  Jewtond  (Sentile,  the  tMfa 


*  David  a  Sanle  et  aliquandiu  a  deceni  tributiu^  reprobatns; 
ae  aoli  tribui  Judte  agnitus,  dnode  omDium  princeps ;  et'eub 
fignft^ds  Cbrwll»i^Judait:.w  OeStibuB  impeSitii^.iaox'UtTo- 
raoi^BVMpitt.  wr4psfribtecpratatuf,,I^aV.,.sxi.,43.'  Bos&ubt.- 
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parte  of  which  it  comiBted ;  that  this  was  the  woik 
of  €iod,  and  the  admiration  of  man.  And  what  can 
be  more  truly  marrellous,  than  Uiat  a  person,  pot  to 
death  as  a  malefactor,  and  laid  in  the  grave,  ^oald 
from  thence  uiie  immortal,  and  become  the  head  of 
an  immortal  society ;  should  ascend  into  heaven,  be 
invested  with  power,  and  «fowned  with  giory^  and 
dioold'prepareaway  fortheioiHof  Adam  to  fellow 
him  into  those  mansirais  of  eternal  bliis? 

f/k.  Tkia  is  the.  lUof  which  the  Low  hath  nwdt; 
we  wUl  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  U. 

'Of  the  day  on  which  (%rist  arose  from  .the  dead, 
^t'may,  with  mctrt  propriety  thai>  of  any  other  dsy, 
be  affirmed,  "  This  is  the  day  which  Jehovah  hsth 
"  made;"  Then  it  ^was,  that  the  "reacted  stone'' 
bedtme  the  "headof  thecorneir."  '  A  mornii^tben 
dawned  which  is  to  be  followed  by  no  evening ;  t 
brighter  sun  arose  upon  the  world,,  which  is  to  set 
no  more ;  *  a  day  began,  which  will  never  end ;  and 
night  and  darknesa  departed,  to  return  not  again. 
Fm-  thus  saitb  the  Lord  lo  his  chuirch  by  the  pro- 
pbetJsaiah,  "  Thy  sun  shall  no  'more  go  down,iiiei' 
"  Iher  ahalt  thy  moc^  withdraw  itself,  fbr  the  Lud 
"  shall  be  thine  eve#lasling  )ight|  and  the  d«^  of 
"thy  mourning  shall  be  ended:"  Isa;  Ix.  SO. 
fiaster'day  ii  in  a  peculiar  manner  cohsecrated' lo 
Him,  who,  by  Ins  resurrection,  triumphed  over  death 
and  hell.  On  that  day,  tiirough  feiUi,  we  triumph 
with  him ;  we  "  rejoice  and  are  glad  in  his  salva- 
"  tion." 

25.  Save  nQv>,  Ibeteech  thee,  O  Lord  :  O  Lobd, 
I  beseech  thee,  aendnottpro^ferity.  36.  Bleasedhe 
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he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lokd  :  me  have 
Ueaeedyou  atU  of,  or,  you  that  are  of,  the  hott^  of 
the  Lord. 

As  a  prelude  to  the  triumphant  manner  in  which 
Jesufl  Chriit,  after  his  resurrection,  should  ascend  to 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem^  he  entered  the  eu*thly  city, 
before  his  passion,  amidst  the.  acclamations  of  the 
multitude,  who  hailed  him  as  King  of  Ston,  and 
with  palm-branche^  the  emblems  of  victory,  in  their 
hands,  sung  before  him  these  words,  partly  taken 
fron>  our  Psalm,  "  Hotanna  to  the  Son  of  David : 
"  blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
'-'Lord:  Hosanna  in  the  highest''  The  word  "Ho- 
"  sanoB,"  is  in  the  ori^a],  M3nV*B^n,  "  Save  now !" 
The  form  of  words. tued  by  the  people  was  both  a 
petition  end  a  congratulation  ;  as  if  they  had  said, 
Let  us  beseech  Jehovah,  in  the  language  of  the 
cxviiith  Psalm,  to  grant  salvation  to  the  Son  of  David, 
and  to  send  us  now  prosperity  under  him  :  Blessed 
is  be  who  thus  cometh,  not  in  his  own  name  and 
power,  but  in  the  name  and  power  of  Jehovah,  ac- 
cording to  the  prophecies  concerning  him,  to  deliver 
us  from  all  our  enemies :  ratify,  O  Jehovah,  in  the 
highest,'  or  in  heaven,  these  petitions  which  we  make 
for  the  salvation  and  prosperity  of  our  King,  that  thy 
blessings  upon-  him  and  us  may  be  established  on 
earth.  Since  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord,  the  &ith- 
ful  have  expressed,  in  these  two  verses,  the  same 
wishes  and  prayers  for  the  increase  of  his  kingdom, 
and  the  prosperity  of  his  house  and  iamily,  of  his 
ministers  and  his  people :  "  We  bless  you  that  are 
"  of  the  house  of  Jehovah." 
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Sf .  God  18  ih*  L(»R»,  vikieh  hicUh  sAowerf  tis  fcg^  : 
irfnd ^sacrifice  nith  eerdst  even  unto  the h^rm^ 
.  the  altar. 

As  Jehoroh  iMh  nuoifeated  bis  potrer  aqd  glory, 
by  rtMHig  jChrist  from  the  'dead ;  a«  he  lialtij  by  so 
doing,  '*<  abowcsd  ns  the  lighf''  of  iife  and  intiwriB' 
lity  ;■  let  bb  observe  the  festival,  which  isdeMgned  to 
peipetmte  <the  memery  of  so  great  and  joyful  ao 
event.  "Oirist,  ear  paniover,"  «aith  an  apostle^ 
f  w  sacrificed  few  us ;  Ibereforelet  me  keep  Ae  feait;" 
i  Cor.  V.  7.  Let  us  keep  it,  only  -cbanging-  legil 
for  evangelicarBacramcats  and  eerenuxtiea;  l«t  usgo 
to^B  alter,  not  to  seeafigoieofitheLaab  of  CSod, 
as  he  vrasto  be  doin;  butitQ.behdld  arepreseeta- 
tion  <^  hioi  as  he  hath  (been  alaio ;  to  bc^old^  n  figure, 
his  body  broken,  and  hii  bhxid.  poured  ««t;4oeM 
the  bread  of  life,  and-diinkihecnj^af  aalvatioK. 

:9S.  Ihou  «rt  my  God,  and  /  imU  praise  tka : 
then  art  m^  God,  iiaail  exalt  tkte.  ■  99.  O  gne 
tkmtks  unto  the  LoRO,yor  he  is  good ;  for  his  mercy 
endureA /or  ecer. 

The  Prophei  deolareth  his  Mhvlati^  to  "praiae" 
aad  <io  "  exalt,"  to  magnify  and  to  glorify,  hii 
*^  God  ;"  be  ihen  concludes,  as  be  began,  with  ex- 
horting al)  (be  world  to  do  the  -saine.  '  Preaeme  t« 
08,  blessed  Lord,  the  use  of  these. dirio'e  hymm  ia 
thy>c3inrch,  uatil,  <atthe  re8snreetioii<oftliejuit,'ve 
ahail  celebrale  an  fiaster  m  heaMB,  aifd  sing  if  hen 
new  in  the  kingdixn  of  God. 
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TWfiNTy'VOiURTH  DAY.-^EVSMlNG  PtUYBK»: . 

PSALM  CXiX, '   ■" 


Ttih  Pi»iiti  i^  divided  (most  prbbably  foi^  tli^  advifii- 
tage  of  memoTy)  accorditig  to  the  nnmbfer'irf  Ik- 
tert  which  Ct^pose'  the  HebrfeW  alphabet;  ittto 
twertty-tWo  portions,  oP'tfight' vefses  eachjahd 
not  only  evi^ry' portion,  hot  every  Yef^e  df  that 
portion,  begins  With  the  letter  Hpi^popriated  toHt 
David  most,  uhdoiibtedlyi  bkv*  been'  (He  adtHor. 
He  describetli,  in  a  series  of  deTOtiffi^iI'  medila- 
tions,  the  fnstraction  and  the  comfort  wNlch, 
throDgb  all  vicissitudes  of  mind  and  fortune,  he 
had  ever  found  in  the  word  of  God.  The  many 
strong  expressiotis  of  love  toward  the  law,  and 

.  the  repeated  resolutions  and  vows  to  observe  it, 
will  of^  force  us  to  turn  our  thoughts  to  the  true 
-  David,  whose  "  meat  add  drink  k  was,  to  do  the 
'^  will  of  him: that  sent  him."  The  pasaages  more 
especially  tharattetistiedf^Afa,  aswellastbosg 
which  allude  primanly  to  any  particular  elrcdni- 
slances  in  the  history  of  the  patriarch  David,  are 

.  pointed  out  in  the  course  of  the  comment.  But 
tire  chief  design  through  tke  whole  hath  been,  to 

-draw  forth  the  lessons  of  heavenly  wisdom  and 
comfctft,  contained  iti  thi«  iiMevesUng^  cpmpositidti/ 
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for  the  serrice  of  believers,  who.  while  they  are 
accomplishing  their  pilgrimage  and  warfare  upoo 
earth,  should  conttDoally  solace  thenisdTes  with 
the  cxixth  Psalm,  and  repair  to  it  as  to  a  foQDtain, 
which  can  never  be  exhaasted.  Between  the 
verses  of  each  portion,  a  connexion  is  freqnently 
to  be  traced ;  but  it  doth  not  often  seem  to  extend 
from  one  portion  to  another.  The  many  words 
employed  to  express  the  revehuions  of  God's  wiU 
have  distinct  significations,  denoting  different  puts 
or  portions  of  the  Scriptares,  which  it  hath  some- 
times been  found  of  great  use  to  take  into  cpnside- 
tion,  while  at  others  the  terms  appear  to  be  used 
promiscuously,  in  a  general  sense,  and  for  the  sake 
of  variety. 

ALEPH.— PART  f. 

1.  Blessed  are  the  undefiled,  Heb.per/ecf,or,  ax- 
'  cere,  in  thenar/,  viho  walk  in  the  law  of  the  Lord. 
By  sin,  misery  entered  into  the  world;  holiness 
alone,  therefore,  can  lead  us  to  happiness.  .*'  The 
"  law  of  Jehovah"  is  the  path  of  life,  and  by  "  walk- 
"  ing  in  the  way",  we  shall  attain  to  the  end.  But, 
alas !  we  are  out  of  the  way ;  we  have  walked  in  the 
law  of  sin,  after  the  lusts  of  the  flesb  ;  who  will  di- 
rect and  strengthen  us  to  walk  in  the  law  of  Ciod, 
after  the  desire  of  the  Spirit?  We  are  lallen  froni 
our  integrity ;  who  will  raise  us  again  ?  The  Gospd, 
which  was  preached  to  Abraham  before  the  Mosaic 
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dispepaatioD,  and  which  was  prefigured  and  believed 
under  it,  retaroeth  us,  to  all  theu  queations,  answers 
«f  peace.  The  Redeemer  h^  prevailed  for  the 
pardon  of  our  errors ;  the  Redeemer  hath  railed  m. 
frran  our  fUlen  state;  he  hath  reconducted  us  to 
the  path  of  life ;  in  his  name  we  arise  and  walk ;  he, 
maketh  tu  righteous,  and,  consequently,  he  maketh 
ui  "  blessed."  For, "  Blessed  are  the  sincere  in  the 
"■  way,  who  walk  in  the  law  of  JehoTah." 

S.  Blessed  are  tA^  that  keep  his  testimomes,  and 
that  seek  km  with  their  akoie  heart. 

The  divine  revelations  and  institutions,  whether 
of  the  old  or  the  new  law,  are  called  God's  '*  terti- 
"  monies ;"  they  are  the  witnesses  of  his  will,  and 
the  pledges  of  his  love.  They  are  committed  to  the 
church,  as  a  precious  deposit,  or  trust,  to  be  by  her 
children  "  kept,"  and  observed.  In  and  by  these 
God  is  to  be  soi^ht ;  "  they  that  seek  him  with  their 
"  whole  heart,"  with  ardent  and,  undivided  afiection, 
fiul  not  to  find  him,  as  an  instructor  and  a  comforter ; 
and  they  who  find  him,  find  all  things,  and  ar^ 
"  blessed"  indeed. 

3.  1%^  also  that  do  no  uiigiM^y,  they  that  icalk 
m  his  vja^s, 

O  blissful  state  of  thos^  who  are  redeemed  from 
the  earth,  and  all  earthly  desires ;  who  are  delivered 
from  tiie  dominion  of  sin ;  who  *'  follow  the  Iamb 
*'  whithersoever  he  goeth,"  and,  like  Zacharias  and 
Elizabeth,  "  walk  in  the  statutes  and  ordinances  of 
"  the  Lord  blameless :"  Luke  i.  6.  Enrol  us,  O 
liord,  in  the  bappy  number  of  these  thy  servants; 
pardon  our  oflfences ;  give  us  a  new  nature,  and  new 
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detireA,  averse  from  ^in,  and  Jndtned-to  sanctity :  «ad' 
gu^rdtis,  that  itifc  *icked  on«  touch  ui  nM. 

4.  'TXote  JlJiif  (Wfnmmif^Wto  ittfep  </^;»recepto 

"He'  \*M  vtmit  u»,  atld  redeemed  w,  hath  a  dooUe 
right  tb  oiirsertice.  We  are  trot  oar  own,  hvring 
been  bought  with  :the  blood  of  our  Lord  ;  his  wilt, 
therefbre,  and  hot  Owr  own;  w  to-be  done  by  ». 
And  his  will  is,  thitt'we  should  "*  keep  his  precepts 
"dfligehlly,"  becanse  in  " keeping" them,  sadin 
IceepiDg  them  "ddigently,"  so  as' not  to  halt  between 
God  and  the  world j  but  to  serre' one  master  oaly, 
doth  our  happiness  consist.  Now,  when  the  com'- 
mahdr  of  otfr  Superior,  and  our  greatest  Benefactor, 
of  our  Friend,  our  Father,  and  our  God,  coincide 
wfth  our  own  iirterests,  temporal  and  bteraal,  what 
preteKt'can  tftere  be  for  disdbedlenceand  rebetlion  f 

5.  O  that  nof  ways  were  tKreited,  or,  prepared 
Mid  esle^liikeU,  tdkeeptkyBtatut^Bl  ■ 

-  The' faithfriliMftf,  enraptured  With  the  contenv^ 
ptatioh  of  that  Idessedness  which  is  the  consequence 
of  serving  Grod,  bnt  conscious,  at  (he  same  time,  of 
an  inability  to  attain  H,  sighs  after  the  refreshing  and 
strengthening  influences  of  divine  grace.  . '  She  be^ 
boldeth  her  Saviour  efar  off;  she  beboldeth  the 
beanty  nnd' glorious  majesty  of  htS' heavenly  king- 
dom ;  she  beholdeth  the  way  which  leads  to  it ;  bat 
she  hathnotpowet*  to  walk  therein.'  This eotisidera- 
tion  caused 'her'to  groan  efarneetly  wichia  hersdf, 
and  at  length  to  breathe  forth  a  wish  that  the  Spirit 
of  truth  and  love 'would  fix  and  estahlish  her  in  a 
holy  course  of  tfainbing,  speaking,  and  ac^mg,  uptm 
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alloetWHOQtb  and  wcnid  prerdnt  faer<&Din!U«BiDg 
awdeoHtofiiW  to  the  RigM  bafid«r  to'tba  left 

6.  That fkail I\mt ie neikmn€d,  whtn-Ihatnte- 
apect  unto  all  thy  coTnmandmenta.  '       ■.■<.-- 

'  AU  (tw  caibnan^meDts  bams  ihe  s^me  akillior,-i(nd 
the  same  sanction.  He  who  thinketh  to  atonefbtf 
fyehrmd*  of  one,  by  thJeobservatioiiiDf  another;  lie 
who  reeetvith  to  iuoa^^f  a  tioea'ee  of  indul^n^.any 
fftVourUe,  datling-lust,  while,  ID  gehenal,  iie  preservet^ 
tbe^tf)^eafaiyE»  of  ao  esemplarj  ooiWuci;,  u  a.  bypO'. 
cxjte.  aod,  etdess  tie  repent,  .will  be'  broogbt  ta 
**  fibaiiie,"  if  fiofi  beftveiuen  hc^,  yet  befiore  men 
apd  Mgeb  beretrile^.  *' Sbanie"  is  the  fruit  i^'sin; 
oQofiidetiiee  is  the  effect  of  rigfctebusnesi.  Wbere- 
fore,  ia  all  fnu  proceedixtg*,  let  119  "  have  respect,'^ 
not  to  the  opinions  of  nten,  t»  the  corrupt  custoiu 
of  ibe  worid)  M'  toiUiedecekfitt:  sug^stioasof  our 
ewD  bstaba,  bat  "  to  tbe  commaadinante,  to  M 
"  1^  mma».nAam^  of  Ood ;".  let.  us,. at  St.  inkm 
fsikwUik,  *' abide  iuChrist;"  thatniieii  heahall  ^'ap- 
"  pear,  we  may  have  confidence,  and  not  be  ashamed 
"  before  him  at  his  cofqiBg."    1  ^ohn  ii.  ^. 

7.  I  will  praise  thee  with  uprightness  of  hearty 
vh^X^Uhatfelmrti^dthyrighteoitajiadgemenis. 

Cop£deBce  in  God  will  always  be  pro^tive  of 
Joy,  aad'UQdit^emblad."  p)fatw"  wtti  accompany  true 
conversi^.  Tlie  Scriptare?  are  «tyled  God's  "  ugh*. 
"  teoas judgemente," AS  caotaiaingan  accouDtof  hia 
(lecrees  and  determinatMns  wacfsroiog  ub,  witfa  a 
tiistory  Qf  fsases  and  precedents,  (entemd  upoa  record 
for  our  adnwoitioB.  By  these  we  are  to  form  our 
opinions,  and  to  regvitue  oar  coaduct    And  when 
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we  Bhall  have  w  "  learned"  theie,  as  to  walk  ac- 
cording to  them,  we  shall  praise  Qod  with  an  "  up- 
"  right  heart ;"  our  tongoes  will  titter  what  oar 
hearts  feel. 

S.  I  mil  keep  thy  atatutee :  Ofortake  me  not  iii- 
ttrly. 

The  result  of  oar  meditations  on  God's  word,  and 
oa  the  advantages  of  stodying,  in  order  to  observe  iti 
directions,  should  always  be  a  resolution  so  to  do^ 
aod  a  prayer  for  grace  to  execute  that  resolation. 
Lord,  we  "  will  keep  thy  statutes ;"  for  love  can  do 
air  things,  when  thon  bast  shed  it  abroad  in  our 
hearts.  "  Love  worketh  no  iH;  therefore  love  is 
"  the  falGlling  of  the  law,"  Rom.  xiii,  10. ;  and  mercy 
will  accept  what  grace  enableth  us  to  perform.  Be 
thou,  therefore,  ever  with  us,  and  "  forsake  us  not ;" 
or  if,  at  any  time,  to  try  onr  &ith,  and  to  exercise 
our  patience,  thon  shouldest  depart  from  us  and 
kave  as  to  ourselves  for  a  time,  short  be  thy  absence, 
and  speedy  thy  return :  "  O  forsake  us  not  ntteriy !" 

BETH.— PART  II. 

9.  Wherewithal  shall  a  young  man  cleanse  his 
loay  f  By  taking  heed  thereto  according  to  thy  word. 

Youth  enters  upon  the  journey  of  life,  headstrong 
-  and  inexperienced,  wiUi  a  bias  of  original  corruption, 
and  aH  the  passions  awake.  In  such  circnmstances, 
bow  shall  a  young  man  direct  his  steps,  so  as  to 
*'  escape  the  pc^lution  that  is  in  the  world  through 
"  lust?"  S  Pet.  i.  4.  He  must,  for  this  puipose,  take 
with  him  the  diret^ions  to  be  found  in  the  Scriptures 
8 
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oftralb.  '*  I  have  writteo  (into  you  young  men,'^  eajfi 
the  beloved  diEtdple^  "  because  ye  are  strong,  and 
"  the  wofd  of  Goid  abideth  ia  you,  and  ye  have  over- 
"  come  the  wicked  one."  He  who  became  man  for 
oQr  salvation^  passed  trough  this  state  of  youth,  an- 
defiled,  that  he  might,  as  it  were,  reclaim  and  cpu,- 
ie(irB(eitaaiewto£rDd.  Let  ev^  young  maa  often 
meditale  on  this  ciraumstanci^ 

10:  With  wgf  vkple  heart  haoe  1 9<mght  thpe ;  Q 
letme^net  wMderfrom  thg/  commandmeiUe. . 

Despairing  of  sufficient  assistance  from  any  other 
qutfrter,  because  no  one  .else  can  either  show  ua  the 
way  to  heaven,  or  enable  us  to  walk  therein,  even  if 
it;Coidd  be  shown,  "  with  our  whole  heart  have,  we 
'*  sought  thee,"  O  God,,  thy  direction,  and  thine  aifl ; 
and  thou  hast  promised,  that  they  who  "  seek^bqU 
^^fiad :"  like  sheep  without  a  ^pherd  are  we  given 
to  stray;  O  preserve  us  froip  error  in  prina^«^ 
and  ia  practice:;  let  us  not  wander  from  thy  '' com- 
"  mandmentfi." 

11:  7)^  toord  Jiaoe /  Au2  in  mineheart,  th^  I 
migkt  not  em  eg-atwt  thee, 
■  The  young  man  .who  would  cleanse  his  way;  ao^ 
take  heed  eccordittgto  Gtod's  wprd,  must  "  lay  up 
"  that  word  in  his  heart ;"  for  from  the  heart  areth^ 
"  issoes  of  life,"  the  thoughts,  the  wcurds,  and  the 
actions ;  when  Qod  mletb  in  the  heart  by  his  woi:d 
and  Spirit,  these  become  his  subjects ;  then  "  the 
"kingdom  of  heaven  is  witbin  us,"  and  all  ^  obe- 
dieooe,  peace,  and  love.  Tbou  art  our  King,  O  I^rd 
Jesu ;  suffer  no  usurper  to  possess  tby  place  in  our 


^cbv  Google 


SM  A  COMHENtARY         .   [mauhIU, 

flfleetiomr ;  pehnie  no  oCher  Lord  to  hatre  ddtfriiikHi 
over  us. 

IS.  Blessed  orf  thim,  O  Lord  :  <e«M  fftff  1% 
statutes.  '■  ' 

He  who  jft  "'Uesaed'*«an 'oMdn  w-'io-:  Ite  ivlio 
dielig;btetb  to  oomTnutii«afi&  **  bkMing*,'*  Vrttl  di»  it,  # 
4^  adk  biiB  Kjr  "^  teotifaing  ufl  bia  statMn,"  wbicb 
conforni  us  to  his  nature,  (hat  we)  diHy  ine  hw-Kfe, 
4nd  bless  bra  name -for  ever.  '  Wben  tbe  vtont  of 
God  ia  otTT  fesson,-tl)«  Spirifof  God  must  be omt 
Master. 

131  With  imf  Spa  have  I  Oetlared  ati  tke  judge- 
tnetOsofthymoutk. 

The  best  sign  that  God  hath  "  lHn§^  tts  lliB'8l» 
"'ttttes,"and  the  greatest  iaduceideivt  to'liiinittMescb 
in  stiff  more  and  iDore,  is  a  raadineflsitO'-nialKiotifaM 
partakers  ef'those  blessings,'  it4i}e)l(wo!einrseIves>bave 
reccfred  from  him.  Jetiovah  festtions  tbe  ''  lips''  cl 
fiiatt/and  be  expects  llwt  tlM!y«h^d:be«inployed)in> 
bis  service.  "  Out  of  the  abundance,  ofi  theilMart 
^  Ai^tnotith  spvakfetb,"  and  the  streoHi  will  always 
show  the  nature  of  the  fouhlMi».iV"^beB  'vm  mlie 
tnt'ScHptnres ' the  sQtgectof'Irmp'eonTevselioiipwe 
^rify  God,  we  edify  our  tie^jlbuiret  antt  ire  iw 
prove*  ourselves.  -    ;•;':  -'l '.;         •  i. 

1^.  I  have  rejaieedrntkewiig^vftl^itettimamies, 

^  tnutii' as  in  aU  Tiehe9.  /i  ■ -i 

Truth  and  bcJiness  afford  to- the  sincere  bckefvar a; 
pleasure  more  exquisite,  as  well'  as'  more  sdlidiatid 
endming,  than  tbat  which  a  miser  feels  at<  the  aoqot- 
sition  of  his  dai4ing  weaJth.     Itrtns  no  loogerenvjt 
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the  joys  of  Worldly  men,  no  longer  be  chagrined  at 
the  prosperity  of  the  wicked.  The  "  true  richeB" 
we  may  always  acquire ;  and,  SQrely,  as  much  as  the 
bcaren  is  higher  than  the  earth,  so  much  are  heavenly 
joys  above  earthly,  in  kind,  degree,  and  duration. 

15.  J°tDt^  meditate  in  thy  preeepta',  and  havere- 
fpeet  unto  thy  ways, 

'Meditation  i^  that  exercise  of  the  mind,  whereby 
it  recalls  a  known  truth,  as  some  kind?  of  dreatui^ 
do  their  food,  to  be  ruminated,  upon,  until  all  the  nu- 
iMtious  parts  are  extracted,  and  fitted  for  the  pur- 
poses of  life.  By  study  we  lay  in  knowledge,  by" 
meditation  we  reduce  that  knOwlei^e  to  practioe. 
And  we  hare  then  duly  "  meditated  on  God's  pre- 
•"cepts,**  when  in  att'our  proceedings  we  "  have 
**  respect  untohisways,"  comparing  our  actions  witft 
thk  rule  of  his' word.  

16.  I  wUl  delight  myse^  m  thy  stahttea :  I  w&t 
not  farget  ^y  toord.     ' 

By  frequent  meditation  and  continual  practice,  the 
dfrfnc  "  gtatute9"'''irtfl  become  eup  "  drfight  ;■"'  and 
firom  the  pleasures/  ds  weHas  ftorti  the  cares 'of' tbfr 
Worid,  we  rirall  gladly  fly  to  tbew  tor  recreation  antl 
comfort  '  W  holy  exercises  th«pe'  is  great  variety, 
and  spiritual- Joys  are  without  number.  Lord;  mako 
us  to  "  delight  ourselves  in  thy  statutes,"  and- When 
Wed^ighlih  wbatwe  feam,  we  shall  easily  retain  it 
ih  memory  ;**  we  shaH  not  forget  thy  ward." 
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GIMEL.— PART  III. 


17.  Deal  bounttfuUt/  unth  fAy 8ertwinf,that  Im^ 
Inje,  and  keep  thy  word. 

•la  the  forgoing  parts  of  the  Psalm,  we  have 
heard  the  believer  declaring  the  excellency  of  God's 
word,  aad  expressing  hoth  his  desire  and  his  rewlD* 
Uon  to  observe  its  directions.  He  now  beseecheth 
God  to  remove  all  impediments,  and  to  accomplish 
this  work  in  him.  And  as  a  man  must  "  live,"  in 
order  to  "  work,"  the  first  petition  is,  that  God 
would  "  deal  with  his  servant"  according  to  the 
measures  of  grace  and  mercy,  enabling  him  to  "  live" 
the  life  of  faith,  and  strengthewng  him  by  the  SpirU 
of  might  in  the  inner  man,  to  "  keep  the  word"  <rf' 
truth,  and  to  walk  in  the  commandments  of  his 
blessed  Master  all  bis  days. 

IS.  Open  thou  mine  a/et,  that  I  may  behold  won- 
drous things  out  of  thy  law. 
..  So  far  are  we  naturally  from  being  able  to  "  keep" 
the,  word,  that  we  are  not  able  to  understand  it  The 
Jb,w  of  God  is  full  of  divine  and  spiritual  truths,  con- 
cealed onder  literal  histories,  visible  signs,  and  ex- 
ternal ceremonies.  To  discern  these,  nitt'7l}3t"  won- 
"  drous,"  because  the  hidden,  mysterious  "  thiqgs," 
our  "  eyes,"  the  eyes  of  oar  understanding,  mast  be 
'*  unveiled ;"  that  "  veil"  mast  be  taken  off,  which 
St  Paul  affirmeth  to  be  upon  the  hearts  of  the  Jews, 
"  in  reading  the  Old  Testament,"  and  which  will  con- 
tinue there,  until  they  turn  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 


bv  Google 


BAT  34.  B.P.]  ON  THE  P9ALHS.  337 

Theti  the  veit  wUl  be  taken  away,  and  they  will  be- 
hold him,  and  the  redemption  by  him,  as  prefigured 
in  their  law,  and  foretold  by  their  prophets  *.  Pridi^ 
prejudice,  and  interest,  will  compose  a  veil,  throng^ 
whi(^  a  C^irifetian  shall  see  aa  little  of  the  New 
Testament,  as  a  Jew  doth  of  the  Old.  Lord, 
■convince  us  of  onr  blindness,  and  restore  ua  to  our'' 
sight. 

19.  /  am  a  stranger  in  the  earth  ;  hide  Tiot  thf 
commaTidmeiUs  from  me. 

The  above  request  for  divine  illumination  is  en- 
forced by  this  argument,  that  the  petitioner  is  a 
"  stranger,"  and  a  sojournei'  upon  "  the  earth ;"  he  is 
travelling  through  a  foreign  country,  to  his  native  city, 
where  are  his  kindred,  his  treasure,  and  bis  heart ; 
as  a  sojourner,  he  hath  renounced  the  world,  which 
is  therefore  become  bis  enemy ;  us  a  stranger,  he  is 
fearful  of  losing  bis  way ;  on  these  accounts  he  re- 
questeth,  that  God  would  compensate  the  loss  of 
earthly  comforts,  by  affording  the  light  of  heaven ; 
that  he  would  not  "  hide  his  commandments,"  but 
show  and  teach  them  those  steps,  by  which  he  may 
ascend  towards  heaven,  rejoicing  in  hope  of  future 
glory. 

20.  My  soul  breakethfor  the  longing  that  it  bath 
unto  thy  judgements  at  all  twies. 

*  "  Revela  ocuIob  meos :"  aperi,  difpelle  umbnu,  telle  vela- 
meDtum,  quo  spiritual es  oculi  conteguntur.  "  Considerabo  mi- 
"  rabilia  :"  ut  peaitits  intra spiciam,  non  literem  tantAin,  ac  velut 
corticen  legis,  sed  arcana  spiritu^ia,  puta  in  saboatia  requiem 
Bcmpiternam,  BimpKcitateiD  lo  az^iiiis,  in  victiBilB  obedientian, 
el  abique  Cbriatam.  BossUKT. 
VOL.  II.  Z 
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AnMber  Hrgumcnt  heie  ni^,  is  (hat  -"  iaa^- 
"  tng"  desm  which  lUw  mhI  hatfa,  during;  ksr  ttdrB 
«f  p^rimagc  below,  vnto  the  ivrektioa  of-Qod'swilL 
Grieved  and  vexed  at  the  profpect  cf  sin,  vmwkf, 
amd  fcdiyj  and  finding;  nothing  below  that  wUl  mdaeSf 
4he  desirei  of  an  imniOTtal  spirit,  she  jetteth  ber 
^eetimn  on  the  better  tW^s'dboire,  which  are  iprD- 
posed  in  the  Scriptures  as  the  proper  otgects  of  our 
vrishet.  Her  appetite  -for  <the  dtwoe  Word  Js  keen, 
88  that  of  banger  or  thirst,  and  "  hope  ide&sred 
"  makedi  the  heart  sick."  This  disposkiMi  is  not  a 
■transient  fit,  hot  h  is-contftsnt  and  uniform  "  al^ 
**  times." 

SI.  Tfutt  Aa9t  rebvkedtkeprovdthBX  oat cura^ 
mhick  d»  errjrom  tfu/  commandments. 

The  consideration  of  the  'wretched  condition  «f 
impenitent  sinners,  is  another  veasoHj  why  weienAreat 
-God  toselflnd  toiEedp<in  in  the  way  of  his  oomaiand- 
ments.  "  Pride"  pradaoetli "  error,"  and  (^stiaax^ 
inthat-errer;  -obstinate  tratK^pKssansTeiect  the  call, 
ithe  covenant,  and  the  terms,  ofthe'Gospel ;  to  sndi 
4fae  "  •corse"  af  the  'law  is  ratified  and  sealed,  and 
flierory  consigns  them  over  to  jostice,  which  addom 
fails  to  give  them  some  "  rebukes"  even  in  ibis 
World,  lor  a  foretaste  >to  tiieta,  and  a  warning  to 
others. 

22.  Bemove  from  jne  reproach  and  contempt ; 
for  I  have  kept  thof  imtimoniea. 

"  Reproach  and  contempt"  are  liberally  bestowed 
by  ihe  world  upon  men  who,  being  not  of  it,  re- 
prove its  deeds  by  their  exemplary  conduct.  These, 
to  beginners  more  especially,  are  sore  lets  and  bin- 
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^grattctt  in  4li«  m^y  of  iii^;  wd,  sAdi  Hi^  ennple 
of  David,  we  msy  beseecli  God  to  f^  reibacfr'^ 
them  froH  lu,  when  w«  suffer  tbea  ia  Ub  cause,  and 
fcaov  ourudnt  to  he  innopenticf  tiw  crime?  laid  to 
«ar  chat^  In  tbe  mcaa  tii^,  to  cojofoii  nundvca 
«ader  Ahem,  iel  m  euaember,  tiiatam,  jtboaluan,  in 
tbs  Btriot  aod  Bttlimited  seme  of  the  yforda,  could 
•ay,  f*  I  have  kept  thy  testimonies,"  mstauied  Abe 
otmoflt  de^se  of  *f  reproach  aod  contemft"  £ar  oiu 
sriws,  and  was  patieot  aa^  resigned  under  it  M, 
uHlH  God  ''removed'^  it  fnaat  liim  ^y  a  gkcioai 
resiurection.  Tbene  reDMOoe^  likewise  a  Ksur- 
Mfdion  Sor  the  my^ical  body  of  Christ ;  &^d  then, 
"  WisdoBi  :wyi  be  justified  (£a&.  iter  children.'* 

33.  Princes  also  did  sit  and  apeak  againat  me : 
bat  thy  aervant'  did  meditate  in  thy  statutes. 

"  Princes"  and  rnJerS  havic  ofteo  ■"  eatc"  in  coon- 
cil  upon  the  "  aervanta"  oi  Grod,  and  "  spoken,"  in 
judgement,  felse  tilings  *f  against  them/'  a^  they  did 
against  their  blessed  Master  in  Jhe  dayp  of  his  flesh. 
David  hath  taught  us  how  to  act  in  such  circnm- 
sfpincefi.  We  are  not  to  .Teoounce  the  creed,  or  the 
commandments,  should  it  so  happen  that  '■'  the  rulers 
'"  and  ^e  PhariseeB"  n^her  believe  die  former,  aor 
oibserve  the  latter ;  but  rather,  we  shmild  ■'■'  medi- 
*'iate,'^  more-tban  ever,  in  the  Scriptures;  thai  we 
naay  dnwfrom  ibence  comfoct  in  4be  troubles,  and 
direotioQ  in  the  difficulties,  which  pertecution'brin^ 
eth^upan  ut;  alwi^ bearing  in  mind;  wfaen  prioots 
^omtnaad  any  tiling  contrary  lo  the  -  wwd  of  God, 
-Uiat  our  service  is  doe  to  a  higher  Ad^tar ;  ''  tHpr 
^*  sEKTANT  did  meditate  in  tiiy  Aatntes." 
a.  % 
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94.  Shjf  te$ti$iwnie»  ati*  are  na^  delight,  «nd  fl^ 
counsellors. 

Pleauire  and  wiidom,  u  the  world  hatli  cwdered 
matters,  are  almost  incompatible-;  insomudi  ^at  So- 
loiiKm,  relating  tbe  experience  he  had  bad-of  to^ 
lupt«Minen>  mentions  it  as  a  thing  ont  of  Ibe  onk- 
oary  'courBc,  that  "  bis  wisdom"  aU  the  time  "  re- 
**  nuua«d  with  him  ;"  EceiesiiiL  ^t.  But  tbey  who 
mvdiliAe  tn  the  word  of  Qod,  find  a  pkasure,  which 
bath  wisdom  for  its  insqiarable  Companion.  Tb»r 
sorrow  is  dispelled,  and  their  double  are  resohed. 
For  how  can  he  be  sorrowful,  who  sits  by  the  foun- 
tain of  joy  ?  How  can  he  be  long  in  dotdit,  who  hatb 
the  prophets  and  apostles  for  bis  counsellors  ? 


DALETH— PART  IV. 

1^.  My  sotd  cleaved  to  the  dust :  quicken  thou 
me  according  to  thy  toord. 

The  Psalmist,  in  a  state  of  aflSiction  and  humilia- 
tion, still  seeketh  relief,  by  prayer,  from  tbe  S<9'ip- 
tares.  His  circnmstances  vary,  but  bis  affection  to 
the  word  of  God  continueth  the  sanae.  Every  one, 
whose  affections  are  set  on  thiogq  below,  hatb  reason 
to  exclaim  with.  David,  "  My  soul  cleaveth  to  the 
."  dust."  From  this  kind  of  death  we  are  "  quickened^" 
or  made  alive,  by  tbe  Gospel,  through  that  same  Spirit 
which  raised  Christ  from  tbe. dead,. and  which  shall 
raise  us  also  at  the  last  day.  Then  sobI  and  body, 
perfected  tt^etber,  shall  take  their  final  farewell  oi 
earth,  and  ascend  to,  heaven,  where  the  soul  shall 
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feel  no  passion  but  the  loveof  God,  aatt  ;thp  .body 
shall  have  no  employment  Ijut  to  express,  it.. 
.  S6.  I  have  declared  mgioayiB,  and  thou  heardest 
me  ;  teach  me  thy  statvtis. 

We  should  freely  anrl.ingeriuoualy  "declare"  to 
God  in  prayer  for  our  sins,  our  temptations,  our  sort- 
rows,  and  onr  .undutakinga ;  it  ai^oes,  )ove>  cosr 
fidence,  and  sincerity,  sO:  to  do ;  it  is  a  means  of 
acqusuntiog  us  with  our  owa  state,  of  which  gene- 
rally we  are  ignorant ;  and  ifwill  not  fail  to  procure 
118  those  aids  from  above,  of  which  we  stand  in  need. 
God  will  "  hear"  us ;  he  wiU  pardon  our  offences, 
strengithen  us  in  our  trials,  dispel  our  grief,  and 
prosper  the  work  of  our  lunds  upon  as.  These 
mercies,  when  received,  should  incline  us  to  walk 
worthy  of  tiiero,  and,  for  Uiat  purpose,  to  beg  tlie 
farther  instrucdoQ  and  direction  of  the  divine  Spirit ; 
"  I  have  declared  my  ways,  and  thou  hardest  me — 
"  teach  me  thy  statutes." 

^.  Make  me  to  understand  the  way  of  thy  pre- 
cepts ;  SO  shaU,  I  talk,  or,  meditate,  of  thy  wondrous 
norks,  or,  thy  n^steries. 

The  heart  of  the  troubled  Psalmist  is  intent  upon 
duty,  and  the  deliverance  which  he  chiefly  reqaesteth 
is  that  from  ignoranceand  error.  Tme  knowl^ge 
Cometh  fixtm  God,  and  it  cannot  be  too  often  desired 
of  him.  It  is  pleasant  as  the  light,  extensive*  as 
the  heavens,  and  more  profitable  than  the  treasuf«s 
of  eastern  kings.  He  who  is  led  to  ■['  understandV 
the  celestial  "  mysteries"  of  the  Scriptures,  ■  will 
never  wuit  subjects  for  "  meditation,"  and  should 
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niever  permit  thbM  aill^Mtt  Mht^  tri  Mip  ttat  bf  hh 
mind,  or  to  He  vlilmprolred  in  it 

is.  JtQr  Kut  tneUMJbr  Atim^te .-  ilrtn^m 
■  thou  me  according  to  thj^  ieord. 

IM  Hi  itol  inihriil;  if  titi  bring  Ml  tn  tiMi  kM«{Mge 
of  !dl»6*i  since  ht  »»llb  "  khe*  no  tin,"  Vras  yet, 
on  bur  ttccnUnt^  •»  intiMtlely  "  licljliMltttid  Mtlt 
'<  grief."  In  the  ginleil;  liis  mnl  "  Ineltal  for  KWW- 
••Aess,"  Utld  Hlert  apptttVed  fen  an^l'fMU  tOUfH 
"SiretlgtHeningllilh;"  LUkfe  xkii.  W.  OtlHran*- 
gmsitma  fitasem  tiri  liternity  of  Mto*  ;  Kt  tl«  faot) 
ttlel*fort,'  repine  it  aiiy  part  Df  it  lllil  nriy  ftH  io 
kMr  iliari  iri  tiln^.  No,  IHMed  Jen !  IM  M  mSa 
tvith  tliee,  as  liotli  a  meittts  and  H  filcM^e  of  «tt 
future  glOt-iAcetioh  With  tliei.  <Mf  "  WMigfHH)  W, 
"  according  to"  tile  pwrtises  iH  "thy  wold."  In 
thik  life,  all  we  a<k  is  Mlh  aiid  patiUIW ;  faith,  to 
assUi-e  Ufa  thit  thoo  oi^erest  all  things  ft)f  thfc  fcebt; 
and  patience,  to  preserve  that  !hith.  Th^tte  4«r£  the 
prOvMonS  #»  ^rtii*  thy  l)t*t-»*WVed  Kel^anS  of 
Did  iMTielled  Ulr<>n$*l  this  WoiW  lift.  BiiabK  it, 
npon  whom  the  ends  of  th*  ^urU  fert  eoMte,  ia  *> 
»hetome;  ttalSli;  When  tfe'dajtKtf  OliftSlrtMy  pil- 
j^insge  khill  be  haitpOy  abcompKt^HI,  W«  May  «M 
•dtown;  Witii  AbrahaM,  khj  Haac,  and  JaOoB,  la  tHy 
tieavenly  iVigSdra. 

*9.  RatmvefrtimtiA  tke'wl^'efbfihg ':  andgtiM 
4ne  %  late  grttciomtjr.  30. 1  Uve  MoMNt  the  Oai/ 
oftrtUk ;  ihyjAttgem^a  hmfe  I  taiS  befoM  We. 

It  it  plain  that  ''  the  way  tof  trMh,"  in  tM  laOer 
tff  Bieee  two  tferScs^  fti  opposed  to  "  MWe  wtty  <tf 
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"  lying,"  mr  of  felBebaod,  m  the  fortner.  Tbe  one 
comprehends  every  ttuog  in  doctrine  aitd  prac- 
tice  thfU  K  rifjbt,  «id  therefore  "  trae;"  the  other 
denotes  ev^y  tiling  wtuch  is  wrong;,  and  therefore 
**  febe."  Of  thete  two  ways  manhalbihia^lMice. 
God  points  out  to  hint  tbe  former  by  his  wongk,  amdi 
offers  to  conduct  him  ia  it  by  his  Sptril.  Satan 
shows  hira  the  latter,  and  endeavoars  to  sMbce'him 
into  it  by  bis  temptations.  The  Psalmist  declarelh: 
himself  to  have  "  chosen"  God's  way,  and  to  have 
"  laid"  the  Scriptures  "  before  him,"  as  the  chart 
by  which  he  was  to  direct  his  course.  He  therefore 
prays  that  the  other  way  may  be  fer  "  removed" 
from  him ;  and  that  Crod  would  louchsafe  him  such 
a  thorou^  acquaintance  with  the  "  way"  ^  truth, 
as  m%l)t  prevent  him  from  ev«-  wandering  into  the 
path  of  error.  How  mudi  depends  vpon  the  rea4 
we  choose  t  How  difficult  is  it,  in  a  divided  and 
distracted  W(»'Id,  to  choose  aright  1  Yet  thi»  choice, 
so  important,  so  diflkult,  frequently  reiaaiB&  to  be 
■■ade  .1^  ut,  when  we  have  neither  judgement  to 
choose,  nor  strength  to  travel  ■ 

31.  I  have  $tuck  unto  Uuf  tertunames:  O  Lord, 
piti  mcnotto  akame. 

Having  once  chosen  our  road,  it  remains  that  we 
persevere  in  it ;  since  better  had  it  been  for  vs  never 
to  have  known  the  way  of  truth,  than  to  SDrBsJte  it, 
when  known  ;  and  we  have  tJhe  samo  reasons  to  go 
on,  which  induced  us  to  begin ;  nay,  thoagb  the 
love  of  the  world  may  require  novelty  and  variety  to 
support  it,  yet,  in  the  blessed  union  of  the  soul  with 
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its  Redeemer,  true  affection  will  increase  with  time 
and  acquaintance.  The  I^lmtftdoth  not  only  say, 
"  I  have  followed,"  bnt  '*  I  have  stack  onto,  thy 
"  teatimoniea ;"  1  have  adhered  so  closely  and  firmly 
to  them,  that  temptation  has  in  vain  essayed  to  al- 
lure, and  persecution  has  vainly  attempted  to  force, 
me  from  them.  And  therefore  he  beseecheth  God 
so  to  continue  his  grace  and  favour,  that  he  may 
never,  by  falling  from  his  steadfkstness,  disgrace  his 
Master,  his  cause,  his  brethren,  himself,  nor  be  put 
to  shame  at  the  last  day.  "  O  Lord,  put  me  not 
"  to  shame !" 

8%  I  teitl  run  the  wt^  of  thy  commandments, 
when  thou  shaU  enlarge  my  heart. 

The  true  Christian  is  always  proceeding  in  the  way 
of  godliness,  though  not  always  with  equal  pace.  In 
grief,  whether  for  temporal  or  spiritual  losses,  the 
beqrt  is  contracted,  and  the  spirits  are  all  summoned 
home  to  comfort  and  support  it,  so  that  the  faculties 
are  left  feeble  and  slugguh ;  and  then  the  progress 
can  be  but  slow.  This  was  the  Psalmist's  case.  Bat 
even  then  be  promises,  that,  when  God,  by  sending 
him  joy  and  gladness,  should  *'  enlarge  his  heart," 
dilate  his  spirits,  and  put  life  and  strength  into  bis 
at^ions,  he  would  quicken  his  pace  in  proportion, 
and,  with  renewed  vigour  and  alacrity,  "  run  the 
"  way"  of  the  divine  "  commandmeats,"  until  it 
shpald  have  brought  him  to  rest  and  felicity  in  the 
bosom  of  God, 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  DAY— MORNING  PRAYER. 

HE— PART  V. 

33.  Teach  me,  0  LoiU),  the  way  of  thy  UatiAes  ; 
and  J  shaU  keep  it  unto  the  end. 

InBtruction  from  above  is  necessary  for  the  children. 
of  God,  while  they  contiDue  in ,  this  world.  The 
more  we  know,  the  more  we  shall  desire  to  know  -; 
we  shall  beg  a  daily  supply  of  grace,  as  well  as  of 
bread ;  and  a  taste  of  the  cluster  of  Elschol  will 
make  us  long  after  the  vintage  of  Canaan :  Numb, 
xiii.  23.  Religion  is  the  art  of  holy  living,  and 
then  only  known  when  it  is  practised ;  as  be  is  not  a 
master  of  music  who  can  read  the  notes  which  com- 
pose it,  but  he  whohas  learned  how  to  take  a  lesson 
readily  from  the  book,  and  plaj  it  on  his  instrument ; 
after  which,  the  pleasure  it  affords  will  be  a  su£Bcient 
motive  for  continuing  so  to  do.  *'  Teach  me,  O 
"  XjOrd,  the  way  of  thy  statutes ;  and  1  shall  keep  it 
"  unto  the  end. 

34.  Give  me  understanding,  at^  I  shall  ke^  thy 
low  ;  yea,  I  shall  observe  it  with  my  whole  heart. 

Much  "  understanding"  is  needful  in  order  to  the 
"  observation"  of  the  law,  that  we  may  know  what 
is  commanded,  and  what  is  forbidden,  and  how  far; 
that  we  may  avoid  the  snares  laid  for  us  in  the  way 
of  duty;  that  we  may  respect  things  according  to 
their  due  rank  and  worth ;  that  we  may  do  good 
works  in  their  proper  time,  place,  and  manner; 
above  all,  that  the  atfections  may  be  directed  by  the 
judgement,  and  not  the  judgement  by  the  affections. 
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The  hw  cannot  be  obeenred,  nnless  it  be  understood ; 
and  it  is  nndentood  m  vain,  nnleas  it  be  observed ; 
mr  rather,  if  it  be  indeed  understood,  if  there  be  upon 
the  mind,  at  all  times,  a  fhll  conviction  of  divine 
tmtiM,  atid  their  eicellency,  tieft  only  in  tbemsdves, 
bat  compared  with  (be  offen  of  the  world,  the  flesh, 
ttftd  the  derll,  then  it  will  certainly  operate  in  hearty 
obedience.  "  CHve  roe  nnderstanding,  and  I  shall 
**  keep  tfiy  law ;  yea,  I  shall  observe  it  with  my  wbtrie 
*'  heart."  - 

S5.  Make  me  to  go,  or,  conduct  me,  in  the  path 
ef  iky  cotttmandmenta ;  for  therein  do  I  delight 

He  who  teacheth  us  the  way  to  heaven,  must  alao 
"  eondoct"  as  in  it,  and  the  same  grace  most  give 
light  and  strength.  The  Scripture  is  our  rale,  the 
Spirit  is  oar  gaide ;  ftnd,  from  beginning  to  end,  it 
u  God  who  inclines,  prepares,  and  enables  us  "  to 
"  go  in  the"  clean  and  pleasant  "  path  of  his  cora- 
"  mandmetits ;"  a  path  which  leads  us  far  from  the 
Aoise  and  pollution  of  the  world,  throagh  a  paradise 
of  promises  and  comforts,  grateful  as  the  fragrance  of 
cariy  spring,  or  the  incense  ascending  from  the  holy 
altar.  Happy  the  soul  that  can  say  to  God,  "  Uierein 
•'  do  1  delightt"  which  is,  at  the  «ime  time,  a  reason 
for  her  to  ask,  and  for  hint  to  grant,  a  continoance 
and  perseverance  therein. 

36.  Inelme  my  keart  unto  thy  testimonies,  and 
not  to  tfiveUmawM. 

The  wit  of  man  may  conceive,  and  his  tongue 

may  utter,  ^eat  things  of  God  and  holiness,  while 

bis  heart  is  averse  from  both ;  therefore  David  saith, 

not  only  "  give  me  understuiding,"  bat  "  iodine 
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desires  of  our  hearts,  which,  not 'fifldiHg'  Atitr&cddil 
itt  tbertMlvei,  titm.  Meh  it  Ifi  something  wlthoat 
ihMn.  Tbe  Wtfrlti  offeli  Itself  fim  J  «tid  etiiMM^  ttt 
vt-^H  tfi^iiite,  Ihdlne^  ^i  to  thg  )of«  of  that^  asd 
(»f  mdtiey,  Which  eohimtltideflt  all  thib^  in  it.  Snch 
Idfft-IB  tontrai^  to  the  lOVe  lif  6«d,  being  one  of 
the  theim«i  #hich  choti«  the  seedj  kM  rendef  it  Uti^ 
fHitfUt.  'f  h^fefbre  th«  PteltAiM  i^qftestethj  thbt  his 
heart  may  be  "  inclioed  iO  the  divihe  teslinionj^, 
"  ahd  net  td  cotetoudbesH."  Arid  6^  God  only  can 
bhangs  the  di^llion  of  the  hedn,  to  Ood  he  prt- 
fierlnth  his  peititlohi  It  is  to  be  obWt-redj  thit  by  th6 
Words,  "  Incline  ntrt  ihy  heart  to  cotfetofisness,"  is 
1n^ht>  "  naflfei"  not  iny  heekft  to  be  inclined,"  oi*, 
"  give  it  not  tt*er,  to  coVetOuSness." 

37v  TWM  01^07  ^tte  ^reft/hWl  fteAoItfmgD^tty: 
and  quicken  thou  Me  {ft  llVjr  tfoy. 

"  Tiirtt  bWay  mi«6  eyes  ftOlm  bthokliflg  vanity;" 
and  what  is  there  else  oA  earth  to  behold  P  What  i» 
there  Which,  when  possessed,  doth  n(^  disappoint  the 
eipwtatioto  conceived  ttf  it,  the  poBseasofs  themselves 
being  jiidg^  ?  S(^tnMi  took  Art  inv«htDt-y  of  the 
^WOtM,  and  all  the  best  tiling^  in  it ;  he  cast  up  Uie 
jN6b«iitit^  ftiid  the  sum  idHA  Was  VAHttY.  The 
"  ejft"  is  the  gi^nd  inlet  of  tempt^ion,  Bftd  by  "  be- 
"  holdings,"  we  taome  ^6  ^esirc  Ahd  long  ftftef,  the  6b- 
jedts  'of  sense ;  frorti  Wlrich  tittjB  our  i^fectten  toward 
the  objects  <*f  feHh  w**eth  ■cold.  "  Tuim  away  our 
*'eyeB,"the*efc**,  OlJted,  "  from  tfehoWftg  Vanity, 
"  and  quicken  us  in  thy  way ;"  mortify  the  flesh,  and 
the  spirit  shall  live. 
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38.  Staiiuk  thjf  wtrd  unto  tAy  sereaft^,  nAo  is 
devc^ed  to  thy  fear. 

The  "  wprd"  b^re  intended  is  the  word  of  promise; 
which  the  believer  entreiitetb  God  (o  "  stablish," 
confirm,  or  accomplish,  to  him  by  his  sanctification, 
that  so  he  may  vralk  in  the  way  of  truth  and  life. 
He  pleadeth  his  title  to  the  promise,  as  a  "  serrant" 
qf  God,  and  one  who  "  feared"  to  offend  him. 

39.  Turn  amnf  my  reproach  which  I  fear  .-  for 
U^  judgements  are  good. 

The  "  reproach"  which  we  have  all  most  reason 
to  dread,  and  to  pray  that  God  would  keep  far  from 
us  here  and  hereafter,  b  that  of  having  forsaken 
and  apostatized  from  those  statutes  and  "judgements" 
revealed  in  the  Scriptures,  wbidi  we  own  to  be  so 
"  good,"  so  pleasant,  and  so  profitable. 

40.  Sehoid,  I  have  longed  after  thy  precepts : 
qtticken  me  in  thy  righteouine$8. 

The  Psalmist  appealeth  to  God,  the  searcher  of 
hearts,  for  the  truth  of  the  protestaUon  he  was  about 
to  make,,  that  the  desire  of  his  soul  was  tovrard  the 
divine  Word ;  not  only  toward  the  promises,  to  be- 
lieve and  embrace  them,  but  also  toward  the  "  pre- 
"  cepts,"  to  observe  and  to  do  them.  He  therefore 
prayeth,  with  confidence,  that  God  would  finish  Uie 
work  he  had  begun,  and  enable  him  to  carry  his 
wishes  into  execution,  by  continually  "  qaickening" 
and  enlivening  him  more  and  more  through  grace,  to 
fini^  bis  course  in  "  righteousness,"  and  to  obtain 
that  crown  which  is  to  be  the  reward  of  it. 
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VAU.-PART  VI. 

41.  Let  th^  mercies  come  also  wnto  me,  O  Loed,- 
even  fAy  aahation,  according  to  thy  wofd.  ' 

Persecution  and  affliction,  of  which  they  tievM 
fell,  in  tome  way  or  ofter,  to  haVe  their  share  wh<i 
live  ^odly  in  Christ  Jesus,  should  teach  us  like  Dkvid) 
to  fly  for  refuge  to'  thftt  "  meriy,"  from  whence  pro- 
ceedeth  all  "  salvation,''  temporal  and  eternal ;  and 
to  pray^  without  ceasing,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
that  "  Word,"  which  promiseth  to  the  people  of 
God  deliverance  out  of  all  their  troubles. 

43.  So  shall  J  have  toherewith  to  ansaer  him  that 
reproacheth  me :  for  I  trust  in  thy  word. 

A  believer,  Uusting  in  the  promises  of  God,  when 
the  whole  world  hath  forsaken  him,  and  no  sign  or 
probability  appears  of  their  being  fulfilled,  is  al- 
irays,  among  the  wicked,  an  object  of  scorn  and 
"  reproach."  Such  was  David,  when  Shimei  cursed 
bim.  Such  was  our  blessed  Master,  when  men  said, 
"  He  trusted  in  God  that  he  would  deliver  him,  let 
"  him  deliver  him  now  if  he  will  have  him."  And  his 
disciples  are  not  to  expect  better  usage.  "  There- 
"  fore,"  saitii  one  of  them  "we  both  labour  and  suffer 
"  reproach,  because  we  trust  in  the  living  God :" 
1  Tim.  iv.  10.  To  silence  these  reproaches,  we  be- 
seech God  to  manifest  his  mercy  in  our  salvaticm. 
The  resurrection  of  Jesus  was  an  "  answer"  to  his 
blasphemers ;  and  the  mouth  of  all  wickedness  will 
be  stopped  at  the  last  day. 

43.  And  tt^e  not  the  word  of  truth  utterly  out 
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of  fl^  mouth  ;  /or  /  have  hoped  m  t^  judge- 
ments. 
In  the  mean  time,  while  affliction  presseth  hard 

enemy  is  m%^  ^  KUWXWh  ^ijd  MnB|ihpffift,  m* 
9t99eT  nwt  bif.  tM  (rQ^  VWild  giv^  W  «PW*g« 
wduttemnce,  ^til)  j^  ^nftw  bi«  i>r^m  me«,  ^ 
bpUly  to  $fffik  hi$  "  woid^f  tnttC  fyf  tim  #4Mir 
qtiion  of  »wne,  ftnd  t^  iconfat»ti*9  (tf  fltherai  w 
HRpwing,  that  o«r  fatt)^  js  pot  yoja,  nor  fAwl)  w»  M 
^is^^iDted  of  o)ir  "  tM>p«>"  ai«ce  fao|t  aije  lnuilt 
lQ)OQit^.e  "judg«nwnt8,"<flr«ffeftM  decxecf,  of  jbMV 
who  can  neither  «rr  wv  deceive. 

44.  ^  .«Mf  /  ke^  thffliffDfomtipmt/jf,  firmer 
and  cf  er. 

By  9MW1B  of  strength  ^d  ^yrfifiTtm  alwre,  we 
4tb^|l  be  ,e;DBb]£d  to  serve  God,  in  adrereil^,  ac  weH 
09  in  proep^ity-;  and  amidst  all  difficidtiea  and  dan- 
gers, into  which  the  path  of  duty  may  iead  ,hs,  Cha- 
rity will  p«^WT«ire  in  it,  till,  airivin;;  atitbe  gate  of 
be^eoj  ia#d  ihere  tedung  leave  s£  bar  compaoMos 
Wd  fellow^rayeUwB,  Faith  andlidpe,  she  shall  enter 
.tfaoe<9  blissful  r^Qits,  U>  perform  lo  etanuty  that 
perfect  will  of  God,  whiab  tjie  iaAcmities  of  ^flen 
nfAjix^  [presented  her  JErom  bavingso  fully  ^i^onmed 
here  .belojijr. 

45.  ^*h2  /  laUl  mulk  at  Mtrty,  far  Jsmkihg 
precepts. 

No  eitemal  pressnre  oaa takeaway  thMt^piritncd 
"  liberty,"  wliich  -tbe  &ttbful  tihriatian  expcf ien<wtb 
when  he  hath  made  an  open  confeiuon  ofitbe'trulb, 
juid  ^eterminod  at  all  ev«nto  todo  bia  daty.    Then 
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he  is  no  longer  straitened  by  fear,  bat  set  at  lai^ 
by  love.  "  The  truth  maketh  him  free,  and  he 
"  walketh  in  the  Yibeity  of  -the  iJbiUlren  of  Gtod,"  a 
liberty  which  they  only  obtain  "  who  seek  his  pre- 
"  mpVt,"  tmd,  by  lfa«  per&nwnee  9f  ^m,  »re 
rescned  from  the  Jhondage  b&QiyoS  ijaapieA  de»ine« 
andfllamli  feaa. 

46.  J  wiU  speak  <^  tigf  te8timonie$  mlao  before 
Idftgs,  emd  vnU-nat  be. ashamed. 
■  ■  A-prophet  omy  be  eaUed  "  befoie  kings,  "evftEff 
■■  the  Qowee  of  iits  o&t^  to  jmslruct  theoi,  or  else 
in  ajodioiai^-way,  tp^ve  wi-Accottfrt^  bds  fWth. 
in  nthea-  case,  if  he  "  waUceth  at  lib^y,  he  wiU 
-"  apeak  .of  Qod'H  t«HtinioDic«,"  wUii  due  rerercAoe 
Ac  [the  persim  and  «utbority  vS  im  pnnce,  but  as 
-one  who  .is  neither  afnid  nor  "  &8lvifDed":to  deolajw 
4he  whole  connsel  of  heaven  to  aAy  being  upio* 


47.  And.  J  toiU  lAsUght  myself  m  tb^  command- 
ments, to^ch  I  have. laved.  4S.  Jy^handaalsou)Ul 
iti^  up  MtUo  thy  eomtmndmenis,  wMc^  I  have 
loved:  and  I  wiU  meditate  in  tbg/  statutea. 

He  m4io  would  preach  boldlyto  othors^  nii»t'bim- 
iHtlf  "  d^ght"  in  Uie  practice  ,of  wjiat  he  preadieth. 
If  there  be  in  us  a  new  natwg,  it  will  "  love  the 
"  commaadraents  (^<God,"  as  being  congenial  to  it.: 
on  that  n!bich  we  love,  we  shall  continually  be  *'ime- 
''•ditetbi|g;"«ad  our  nwditati(Hi  will  end  in  actinnj 
we  shall  ";lift]upithekand8  wlu^  hangt^oym,"  Heb. 
■ii.  13.  itbat  they  nny  "  work  the  works  of  Qod, 
"  while  it  is  day ;  because  the  night  eoraetb,  wb^ 
"  no  man  can  work,"  Jolin  ix.  4. 
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'  49.  Semember  the  word  imto  thy  sertumf,  upon 
tohich  thou  hast  caused  me  to  hope. 

God  promiseth  salvation  before  he  giretfa  it,  to 
excite  our  desire  of  it,  to  exercise  oar  faith,  to  prove 
our  sincerity,  to  perfect  our  patience.  For  these 
purposes,  be  seemetii  to  hare  sometimes  forgotten 
his  word,  and  to  have  deserted  those  nhom  he  bad 
engaged  to  succour  and  relieve ;  in  wbich  case,  he 
would  have  us,  as  it  were,  to  remind  him  of  his 
promise,  and  solicit  his  performance  of  it.  The 
Psalmist  here  iostructeth  us  to  prefer  onr  petition 
upon  these  grounds ;  first,  that  God  cannot  prove 
ftlse  to  his  own  word ;  "  Remember  the  word  unto 
"  thy  servant:"  secondly,  that  he  will  never  disap- 
point an  expectation  which  himself  hath  raised ; 
"  upon  which  thou  hast  caused  me  to  hope." 

50.  Thia  is  my  comfort  m  mjf  affliction :  for  Ify 
word  hath  quickened  me. 

While  performance  is  delayed,  we  "  rgoice  in 
hope;'  Rom.  xii.  1%  and  the  promise  is  oar 
'  "  comfort  in  affliction ;"  a  comfort,  divine,  strong, 
lasting  ;  a  comfort,  that  will  not,  like  alt  others,  fell 
us  when  we  most  want  it,  in  the  day  of  sickness,  and 
at  the  hour  of  death ;  but  vrill  always  keep  pace  with 
our  necessities,  increasing  in  proportion  as  the  plea- 
sures of  the  world  and  the  flesh  decrease  in  us,  and 
then  becoming  complete,  when  they  are  no  more. 
So  powerful  is  the  word  of  God  to  revive  us,  when 
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dead,  either  in  sins  w  in  sorrow;  "  thy  word  hath 
"^quickened  me." 

51.  7%e  proud  have  had  me  greatly  in  deriaion  : 
yet  have  I  not  declined  from  thy  law. 

A  true  servant  of  Grod  believeth  the  promises,  and 
practiseth  the  precepts,  of  his  blessed  Master.  The 
haughty  in6del  will  scoff  at  him  for  one  part  of  his 
conduct ;  the  insolent  worldling;  will  ridicule  him  for 
the  other.  But  tiether  will  induce  hiio  to  disbelieve, 
or  to  disobey.  Let  us  be  certain  that  we  have  the 
divine  "  law"  for  our  warrant  in  what  we  believe, 
and  in  what  we  do ;  and  then,  let  not  the  "  derision 
"  of  the  proud"  prevail  upon  us  to  "  decline  from 
"  it." 

b%.  I  remembered  thy  ju^ements  of  o£d,  O 
Lord  ;  and  have  comforted  myself. 

The  great  remedy  against  that  temptation  which 
arisethfrom  the  reproaches  of  our  scornful  and  in- 
sulting adversaries,  is  here  prescribed,  namely,  a 
"  rtemembrance  of  God's  judgements  of  old,"  whe- 
ther we  understand  the  "  judgements"  of  his  mouth; 
or  those  of  his  hand ;  his  righteous  decrees  for  the 
punishment  of  bad,  and  reward  of  good  men,  or  the 
many  and  wonderful  instances  of  his  executing  those 
.decrees,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  recorded  in 
the  sacred  history.  These  are  sources  of  real  and 
endless  "  comfort"  upon  such  occasions ,-  because 
lu^bing  can  happen  to  us,  which  baUi  not  happened 
to  God's  people  "  e£  old ;"  no-case,  of  which  there 
ie  not  a  precedent  in  Scripture,  where  we  may 
read  ^e  process  of  similar  trials,  their  issue,  and 
the  final  sentence  of  the  judge,    who  is  still  the 
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tame,  and  whose  rule  of  prooediin  Mid  detornuDir 
tion  is  invariable. 

53.  Horrtar  hath  tskm  hold  tipm  me,  be&mse 
of  the  wicked  thatfor$aite  thy  law, 

Tbe  conuquence  of  a  due  raeditaUoB  on  God's 
jttdgemcDtik  wfll  be  a  compauion  fw  tbe  "  wicked," 
on  wJjoBi  tboie  jttdgeiaent^  iu  the  end,  fiill ;  so  tint 
instead  <^  feeling'  for  oursdves,  an  account  of  tbe 
injuries  tbejr  do  us,  we  shall  feel  for  ibem.  wfio  are 
ttusreby  drawing  down  v engewce  and  destruction  on 
tbiev  own  beada.  "  Daughters  of  Jenualem,"  buI 
tbe  Uessed  Jeans,  when  ied  to  be  crucified,  "  weep 
"  not  for  Doe,  but  weep  for  yoursdve^  and  for  your 
"  children."    Luke  zxiii.  28. 

54.  Tltjf  Mabttet  have  beeH  f»y  Mongs  in  the 
home  of  my  pilgrimt^e. 

Tbe  sou],  wbicb  descended  from  abore,  and  longs 
tp  return  thither  again,  is  a  sbnager  and  sojourDer 
upon  earth.  The  body  is  "  the  house  of  her  piJgriiD- 
"  age,"  in  which  the  »  confined  during  her  state  of 
^ile.  And,  how  harsh  soever  the  usage  may  be 
which  she  receireth  from  the  worid,  she  ever  findeth 
joy  wid  cowfortj  as  once  did  the  furtive  and  wan- 
dering Btn  of  ^esse,  in  making  God's  "  statutes"  the 
Bcbjects  *^  her  paalms,  and  hymns,  and  spiritual 
"  songs,"  until  death  shall  restore  her  to  liberfy. 
Thra,  ascending  to  heaven  from  whence  she  camev 
wad,  like  the  eariy  laik,  singing  as  she  ascends,  she 
wiU  seek  her  native  abode,  there  to  celdiirafe  her  re- 
demption from  the  earth,  and  to  chant  forth  the 
inraises  of  Him  who  haUi  redeemed  her,  in  a  new 
song,  before  the  throne. 
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55.  /  &roe  r«am6er<d  iAjr  iMflw^  O  LmuI,  i» 
the  nighi,  aiU  have  leept  if^  lam. 

By  the  "  nuine"  of  Grod,  hie  nature,  to  tnacb  ai 
least  of  it  as  we  are  concenied  to  know,  and  are  ca- 
pable of  recemng;,  is  revealed  to  us.  Sach  a  love 
had  t]\e  Pialroist  for  it  on  ttut  accoBAt,  tiiat,  as 
in  the  day  God's  statutes  were  his  soaga,  in  the 
o^bt  God'a  name  was  the  suj^gect  of  hU  m^Jjt^n. 
With  hifi  tongue  ho  praised  hin  in  the  ^y,  with  hia 
heart  he  desired  lum  in  the  night  watches.  A,tiughly  ' 
the  dissipatioD,  noise,  and  hmry  of  businessi  cease; 
external  silence  prodaceth  internal  calmness  aod 
composure,  inviting  us  to  celestial  contemplation ; 
tile  world  is  dead  to  us,  and  we  are  dead  to  the 
w^4;  tb^spol  is  l^n  most  alive,  and  aeemeth  to 
experieace  9  fojret^te  of  that  time,  when  ^he  bodjir 
and  its  concerns  shaU  no  more  molest  and  impede 
her.  The  good  effect  of  hoars  thus  secretly  passed 
it^  holy  exercises,  will  appear  openly  iaour  fives  and 
eonverwtioQB :  "  I  have  remembered  thy  name,  O 
"  LoBD,  in  the  night,  f^nd,"  as  the  Iruit  of  it,  "  hav« 
"  kept  thy  laiy." 

56.  7%ts  /  had,  because  X  kept  th^f  comTnand- 
mente. 

As  one  sin  is  ofleo  the  consequence  and  the  pu- 
aidinient  of  another,  so  one  art  of  obedience  is  the 
issue  and  the  reward  of  another ;  and,  to  him  who 
bath  well  used  tiie  grace  already  reixived,  shall  nuwe 
be  given.  "  This  I  had,"  this  ability  to  perform  my 
duty,  and  to  delight  in  the  performance  of  it  day  aiid 
night,  iras  voochsafed  unto  toe,  "  because  I  kepi 
"  thy  commandtiienti,''  because  I  was  not  heretofore 
A  a  2 
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disobedient,  bat  employed  the  itrength  with  which 
thou,  O  Lord,  ha«t  endued  m^  not  in  doing  mine 
tmn  will,  but  thine. 

CHETH.^PAflT  VIU. 

&T."^hou  art.  m^  portion,  Ohonn:  L  have  said 
that  I  toould  keep  thy  words.' 

Happy  the  man,  who  cart  'sincerely  say,  "  Thou 
"art  my  pordon,  O  Lord;"  I  have  considered, 
arid  made  my  choice ;  frbtn  henceforth/  I  renounce 
all  things  for  the  love  of  thee ;  thou  art  siifBcient  for 
me;  thee  only  I  desire' to' enjoy,  Srid;- therefore, 
thee  only  I  desire  to  please;^'*  I  hare  said  that  I 
"  would  keep  thy  words."  ■'  -        ■  '   ■' 

58.  /  entreated  thy  favour  urUh -my  whole  heart: 
be  merciful  unto  me,  according  to  tky  word.  ■ 
'"  He  who  hath  choaen  God' for  ""his'  portion,- wiU 
earnestly  seek  his  "'fhvour,' and  the  light  of  his 
cbbtif^n^DC^ ;'  he  wh6  hath!  'promised  and  vowed  to 
'''keep '  the  woi-ds"  of  Gdd,  hath  need  to  seek  that 
&Votir  afid  that  H^t,  fhat'he  may  have  grace  and 
power  to  fulfil  his  engagements.  Mercy  is  the  sole 
fountain  (^r  every  good  gift  for  which  we  ask,  and 
God's  promise  the  onlyground  upon  which  we  ask  it: 
**  be  merciful  unto  me,' according  to  thy  word,'* 

.&9.  /  thought  oh'  «iy  ieai/s,  and  turned  my/eeC 
unto  thy  iesttmonies.        ' 

'The Psalmist  did  not  content  himself  with  barely 
praying  for  strength  and  grace,  hiit  his  faith,  rely- 
ing op  t^e  word  of  promise,  put  itself  in  motion. 
He  coBsidered  his  "  ways,"  hw  couWe  of  thinking, 
MMakiog,  and  acting;  how  for  he  had  proceeded  in  it, 
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and  wfaitb«r  H  led  him  ;  and  this  ctmflideratioa  pro-- 
du^  a  conversion  of  (be  whole  man,  of  the  heart 
and  its  affections,  fi^m  the. creature  to  the  Greatw, 
as. he  hath,. revealed  himself  in  the  Scriptares  ti 
truth  :  ^'  I  turned  my  feet  unto  tby  testimonies." 

60;  I  made  haste,  and.  deleted  not  to  keep  thff 
eonwiandments.  '..•.-■  a 

A  true  penitent  suffereth  no  tinte  to  ..be  lost  be- 
tween his  good  resolutions  and  the  peFfM^maace  ,of 
tbem.  ".Draw,  me,"  saith  the  church,  '*'and  we 
"  will  RUN  after  thee:"  Cant.  i.  4.  Audrew,  Pct 
ter,  and  pthers,  stayed  not  for  a  second  call  £tom 
Christ,  but  fpllowed  him  immediately  upon  the  first 
By  deferring  our  retu[;n'to  duty,  w«  lose  many<0JU- 
fprtablejrui.ts,  which  it  would  have  producedibothiti 
porselves  and  ott^er^^  whili^;  the  diffijculties  lof  eyeur 
returning^  and  the  danger  of  never  Kturiiing^,  ace 
daily  and  hourly  increasing. 

61.  Ihe  bands,  or,  troops,  of  the  ungodly  haoe 
robbed  me;  hxA  I  have  not  forgotten  thy  lata.  . 

To.be  robbed,  ot  plundered  of,  his.  possessions  in 
this  world,  wa^  by  no  means  a  case  peculiar  to 
David.  The  primitive  Christians  were  continufdiy 
BO  treated;  and  our  Ijord  gives  all  his  disciples 
wamjng  to  stand  prepared  forjsuch  events^^readyin 
disposition,  in  beart  and  mind,  to  quit  all;  as  they 
who  first  followed  him  literally  did.  .  The  aposUe 
tells  us  of  some,  who  not  only  bore  patiently,  but 
even  "  took  joyfully,  the  spoiling  of  theit  goods  :*' 
the  reason  be  .assigns  for  so  extraordinary  a  be- 
haviour, deserves  to  be  noted  and  remembered  i 
"  knowing  that  they  bad  in  lu»ven  a  better  and  an 
"enduring,  substance:"    Heb.  x.  34.<    They  who 
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part  with  earth  to  gain  bcBven,  and  exchange  the 
wnid  for  }t«  Maker,  certainly  loie  nothing  by  the 
bargain.  Nay;  Uiere  will  come  an  hoar,  vrhen,  for 
Aat  foreUBte  of  glory  which  ^  good  conMtencfe  af* 
fordeA  to  iti  happy  poasenor,  the  deareat  lorer  of 
aaintnoB  woidd  joyftayy  give  up  aH  the  gold  (tf  Peru, 
and  all  the  diamonds  of  Indostan. 

43.  Ut  midmgkt  I  tnU  riae  to  give  ihankg  unto 
ikee,  beetm$e  tf  Ihf  righteoiu  judgementg. 

So  iar  were  tempond  knses  from  causing  the 
Pnlmist  to  forndie  Ciod,  that  be  sought  him  the 
HHM>e  eameit^  and  fervently  on  timt  aceonnt,  rising 
"  at  midnight  to  ^je  thanfcs"  for  all  his  "  righteous 
"  jndgements"  and  diipcniBtlons  towards  fan  servants. 
Thus  Paul  and  Silas,  not  only  imporeriefaed,  bat 
iraprisoned.  for  the  testimony  of  Jesus,  yet  in  that 
aitnation,  wift  Iheir  feet  fiut  in  the  stocks,  sang 
"  praises  at  midnight,"  thereby  taming  their  night 
into  dey>  and  tb«r  prison  into  a  paradise ;  when,  b,. 
tbeir  bidlelnjahs  ascended  to  heaven,  and  God  arose 
to  jndgement;  the  ear^  trembled,  Ae  doors  were 
opened,  the  dnins  fdl  tff,  the  g^ler  and  bis  fhniily 
were  converted,  and  die  aposdes  set  at  liberty.  And 
■Ubovgh  there  be  no  (^ligation  upon  men  to  "  rise  at 
"  midnight,"  in  order  to  "  give  thanks ;"  yet,  if  they 
who  awake  at  that,  or  any  other  time,  would  accustom 
their  hearty  at  least,  to  so  divine  an  exercise,  they 
would  find  it  always  productive  of  the  most  comfort- 
able effecta. 

63.  /  am  a  oompamon  cfi^  them  that  fear  thee, 
and  o^  tAem  that  keep  thy  preeept$. 

As  no  sofiierings  should  make  as  neglect  our  inter- 
CMune  with  God,  so  oeither  tiboalA  they  tempt  us  i» 
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forsake  the  fomiounion  of  aain^  or  fellowship  of 
ibegk  wbo  "  fesH*  God,  an^  work  ri^eousneM." 
Tbeee  are  kait  together  in  lov«>.  as  mcoibers  of  die 
same  mystical  body,  insonnich  that  "  if  oae  nsmber 
**  fluffer,  or  be  honoured^  all  the  lacnibers  sboulit 
"  suffca*  or  be  honoored  with  it;"  these  we  alioaki 
own  at  aJI  timest  in  prosperity  and  in  adversity ; 
wkh  these  siMuld  onr  acqaaialante  and  conTersatioa ' 
be,  for  the  mirtual  ioiproTestent  and  eonsol'aiioM  ef 
l^em  and  of  ourselves.  Of  such  was  David  a 
"  eompanion,"  and  such  tb«  Redeemer  himself  "  is 
"  net  ashamed  to  odlbtetbren."  H^.  iu  H. 

64.  Ihe  earth,  O  Lord,  is  full  tf  thjf  mercy  : 
teach  me  iity  siatutea. 

ISeofea  and  eartt^  .and  all  that  are  Uaerein,  de- 
clare from  day  to  day,  the  "mercy"  of  their 
Ceeator  and  Preserver,  which  is  "  over  all  his 
**  worksk"  And  bis  goodness,  thus  displayed  tbrougb 
the  outwalk  and  visible  wocld,.  forbids  us  to  doubt  of 
hist  loving  kindness  towards  these.  imaa(M*tal  spirits, 
wtucb,  in  teneoieots  of  mortal  clay^  make,  for  a 
wUe,  their  abode  heie  betow  ;  during  which  short 
period^  they  beseech  him  eaimestly  to  grant  tiiem 
audi  a  pDctioM  of  ^lat  saving  knowledge,  which  is  his 
gi£t,  as  may  secure  tO' them,  wbee  Ibey-dall  depart 
hence,  a  place  is  a  happier  country,  and  ar  move  &if 
duriug  city.     "  Teach  me  thy  statutes  1" 

TETH— PART  IX. 

6£>.  Then  hoMi  deaU  well  wUh  t/y^  strmnt,  0 
hmm,  aceordimg  la  Ihjf  mMtd. 
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Ai  the  MDBe  of  our  wants  shoald  prepare  the 
.mind  for  prayer,  so  gratitude  for  bletiaings  received 
should  tune  the  heart  to  praise.  In  preferring  mir 
petitions,  self-love  may  sometimes  have  a  share ;  but 
thankfulness  is  the  offspring  of  an  ingenuous  spirit, 
and  the  love  of  God.  Let  a  man  carefully  recount 
the  divine  mercies  shown  to  him  from  bis  birth,  con- 
sidering withal  how  unworthy  he  hath  been  of  the 
least  of  those  mercies^  as  also  how  for  preferable  his 
state  is  to  that  of  many  others;  and  he  will  find 
reason  "  in  all  things  to  give  thanks,"  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  David,  the  goodness  and  truth  of  Jeho- 
vah, and  to  say,  "  Thou  hast  dealt  well  wiUi  thy 
"  servant,  O  Lord,  according  to  thy  word." 

£6.  Teach  me  good  judgement  and  knotole^e: 
for  I  have  believed  thy  commandments. 

From  thanksgiving,  the  Psalmist  retumeth  again 
to  prayer,  as,  while  we  continue  in  this  world,  we 
must  all  do.  The  gift,  for  which  he  now  prayeth,  is 
that  of  "  a  goodjudgement  with  knowledge ;"  as  the 
former  must  enable  us  to  make  a  proper  use  of  the 
latter.  The  word  OJfQ,  which  is  here  translated 
"judgement,"  signifies  bodily  "  taste,"  and  that  fii- 
culty  in  the  mind  which  answers  to  it,  the  faculty 
of  discerning,  distinguishing,  and  judging  rightly  o^ 
things  moral  and  spiritual,  as  the  palate  doth  of 
meats,  their  different  flavours  and  qualities.  With- 
out this  taste  or  discretion,  we  mistake  falsehood 
for  trutii  in  our  studies,  and  wrong  for  right  in  our 
practice ;  superstition  and  enthusiasm  may  pass  with 
iM  for  rdigion,  or  else  licentiousness  may  intrude  it" 
self  upon  us,  under  the  name  and  noticm  of  hberty : 
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in  a  word,  oar  learning  and  knowledge  proTe  a 
if  not  prejudicial,  to  oa.  A  aoand  mind  therefore 
should,  above  all  things,  be  desired  of  Grod  in  cwr 
prayers ;  and  those  prayers  w91  be  beard,  when  we 
can  sincerely  profess  a  readiness  to  be  directed  by 
Qod'a  laws,  through  fai^'  in  thtir  AnfhM',  his  pro- 
miseB  and  threatenings  r  on  which  ground  David 
ai^b  his  request ;  "  for  1  have  believed  thy  coiO- 
"  mandments." 

67.  Before  J  was  afflicted,  I  vsetA  astTay :  but 
nam  have  I  kept  thy  word. 

We  collect  from  this  verse,  that  prosperity  is  too 
often  the  parent  of  sin  ;  that  adversity  is,  first,  its 
punishment,  then,  its  remedy ;  and  that  every  con- 
siderate man,  who  hath  been  afflicted,  will  thankfiilly 
acknowledge  as  much. "  When  afflictions  foil  to  have 
"  their  due  effect,  the  case  is  desperate.  They  are 
"  the  last  remedy  which  indulgent  Providence  uses ; 
"and  if  they  fiiil,  we  must  languish  and  die  in 
"  misery  and  contempt.  Vain  men  !  how  seldom 
"  do  we  know  what  to  wish  or  to  pray  for  1  When  we 
"  pray  against  misfortunes,  and  when  we  fear  tiiem 
"  most,  we  want  them  most.  The  shortest  and  the 
"best  prayer  which  we  can  address  to  Him  who 
"  knows  our  wants,  and  our  ignorance  in  asking,  is 
"  this — Thy  will  be  done."  Liord  Bolingbroke's  Re- 
flections on  Exile,  p.  S76. 

68.  Hum  art  good,  and  doeat  good :  teach  me  thy 
staltUea. 

In  other  words,  as  bishop  Patrick  hath  well  con- 
nected and  partiphnsed  it,  *<  Thou  artin  thine  own 
"  nature  kind  and  good;,  and  nothing  else  can  pra- 

8  -         ' 
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"  ceed  from,  thee,  who  designest  onr  '  good,  efen 
"  wbeD  thou  affliclest  us;  take  what  methods  tfaoa 
"  pleasest  with  mc,  onlj  teach  me  efieetaally  ta  do 
"  aa  thou  wouldst  have  roe*" 

69,-33te-provd  have/orged  a  Ue  against  me:  but 
I  v»U  keep  th^  preci^ta  tnib  vay  yduAe  heart. 

E«ei7  duciple  of  Christ,  wtu^  like  his  Ma^ee, 
goetb  contraiy  to  the  waya  of  the  wwld,  and  coo- 
demneUi  thein>  most'  expect  to  be,  like  that  Maater, 
shindered  and  calamnialed  by  the  world.  To  nch 
slanders  and  calumnies^agoodlife  is  the  bestaoswer. 
When  a  friend  once  told  Pleto,  what  seandahniB 
ttoriea  his  enemies  had  prc^agated  concerning  bia>, 
'*  I  will  live  BO,"  replied  that  great  philosopher,  "  thai 
"  nobody  sdiall  believe  them." 

70.  7fteirAearfwa«/at  08 grease;  but  JdeUgkt 
in  t^  law. 

"  The  fatness  of  the  heart"  implieth,  in  this  ^ce, 
two  things  in  those  of  whora  it  ia  affirmed  ;  luxury, 
and  its  conseqiience,  insensibility  to  those  spiritual 
and  divine  truths,  which  are  not  only  the  study,  but 
the  "  delight,"  of  temperate  and  holy  persons,  who 
gladly  fly  fxoin  large  coojfnniea,  fall  taUes,  costly 
meats,  and  rich  wines,  to  eigoy  in  pfivate  the 
more  exalted  pleasures  of  abstinence,  meditation, 
and  prayer. 

71.  llM  good  for  me  that  J  htaxbeent^i^edz 
that  I  might  leartt  tbjf  siatitted. 

God's  statutes  are  best  learned  in  the  sehool  of 
affiktion,  because  by  affliction  the greatimpediments 
to  our  learning  them  are  removed ;  pride  is  subdned, 
and  coecupiscence  is  extingui^ed.    "  He  th«|  hath 
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"  suffered  id  the  0eah;"  saith  an  apostle.  "  hath 
"  ceased  from  siu  :"  I  Pet.  iv.  1.  and  in  an  imraa- 
ntty  from  sin  consisteth  one  of  the  greatest  felicities 
of  heaven,  which  thus  descends  into  the  aflBicted  soal, 
80  as  to  render  even  the  state  of  sickness  itself,  in 
some  sort,  desirable.  Strange  as  this  proposition 
may  appear,  the  reader  will  find  its  tmth  demon- 
strated, by  the  inimitable  bishop  Jeremy  Taylor,  in 
that  truly  golden  tract,  **  The  Rule  and  Exercises  of 
**  Holy  Dying,"  chap.  iii.  sect,  6.  on  "  The  Ad- 
'*■  vantages  of  Sickness." 

73.  2%e  taw  of  t/^  mouth  is  defter  utUo  me  Uum 
Ihouaanda  of  gold  tmd  aUver. 

A£Biction  taketh  from  us  the  inclination  to  offend, 
and  it  giveth  us,  in  return,  a  knowledge  of  that  law 
which  "  is  better,"  and  which,  when  we  are  tho- 
roughly acquainted  wi^  it,  we  shall  esteem  to  be 
better,  "  than  thousands  of  gold  and  silver ;"  better 
in  its  natare,  for  it  is  from  heaven,  they  are  from  the 
earth ;  better  in  its  use,  for  it  bringeth  salvation  to 
oar  souls,  whereas  they  can  only  procure  sostenance 
for  the  body ;  better  in  point  of  duration,  for  the  be- 
nefits of  one  are  certain  and  eternal,  the  advantages 
of  the  others  temporal  and  uncertain.  Blessed  are 
tiiey  who  seek  in  the  Scriptares  the  true  riches ;  who 
traffic  fOT  the  spiritoal  gains  of  celestial  wisdom  ;  for 
surely  "  the  merchandise  of  it  is  better  than  the 
"  merchandise  of  silver,  and  the  gun  thereof  tbao 
"  fine  g<dd."    Prov.  iii.  14. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  DAY.— EVENING  PRAYER. 

JOD.— PART  X. 

73.  Thy  hand$  have  nuuk  me,  and  fashioned  me; 
gioe  me  understanding,  that  I  may  learn  thy  com- 
mandmerUs. 

The  formation  of  man  waa  the  last  and  noblest 
woriL  of  God,  and  it  is  a  ftandmg  mirade  of  divine 
wisdom  and  power.  The  consideration  that  God 
madeusj  is  herenrged  as  an  argument  why  be  shonld 
not  forsake  and  reject  us,  since  every  artist  bath  a 
value  for  his  own  work,  proportioned  to  its  excel- 
lence. It  is,  at  the  same  time,  an  acknowledgement 
of  the  service  we  owe  him,  founded  on  the  relation 
which  a  creature  bearetb  to  his  Creator.  And  the 
petition  implieth  in  it  a  confession  of  our  present  in- 
ability to  know  his  will  without  his  revelation,  and  to 
do  it  without  his  grace. 

74.  2%^  that  fear  thee  wiU  be  glad  uhen  th^ 
$ee  me;  because  J  have  hoped  tn  thy  word. 

They  who  "  fear  God"  are  naturally  "  glad  when 
**  they  see"  and  converse  with  one  like  tiiemselves ; 
but  more  especially  so,  when  it  is  one  whose  laith 
and  patience  have  carried  him  through  troubles,  and 
rendered  him  victorious  over  temptations ;  one  who 
hath  "  hoped  in  God's  word,"  and  hatb  not  been 
disappointed.  Every  such  instance  affbrdeth  fresh 
encouragement  to  all  those  who,  in  the  course  of 
their  warfare,  are  to  undergo  like  troubles,  and  to  en- 
counter like  temptations.     In  all  our  trials,  let  us 
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therefore  remember,  that  oor  bretbren,  as  vrell .» 
ourselves,  are  deeply  interested  in  the  event,  which 
may  eiUier  strengUien  or  weaken  the  hands  of  moltt-^ 
tildes, 

75.  I  know,  O  JjojiD,  that  thy  judgements  are 
right,  and  that  thou  in  faUhJvtness  hast  quieted  me. 

This  humble,  pious,  and  dutiful  confession,  will  be 
made  by.fivery  true  <;liald  of  God,  wheii  Under,  the 
correction  of  his  he^vfenly  Father.  From  whatever 
quarter  afflictions  come  upon  us,  they  are  "  tl^  judge- 
"  mentsof  God,"  without  whose  providence  n^ing 
hefolLeth  BS.  His  judgements  are>always  "right,  or 
"just/'  duly  proportioDed  to  the  disease  and  strength 
of  thepatieut;  in  sending  them,i  God  is  "  fiiithful" 
and  true  to  his  wor4:  vrherein  hebaUi  never  praised 
the  crown  wiUiout  the  cross,  but  bath,  on  the  con- 
trary, assured  ua,  that  one  will  be  necessary^  in 
order  to  our  obtaining  the  other ;  and  thfit  they  who 
areibeloved  by  him  shall  not  sin  with  impunity,  nor 
go  astray  without  a  call  to  return.  All.  this  we 
ought  to  "  know,"  or  to  be  assured  of  beyond  doubt, 
as  we  may  be  Arom  the  many  declarations  in  Scrip- 
ture, from  our  own  experience,  and  from  that  of 
otiiers. 

76.  Let,  I^ray  thee,  (Ay  mercy  and  kindness  be 
for  ffty  comfort,  according  to  thy  word  unto  thy 
servant. 

.  .  In  the  former  verse  the  criminal,  finding  that  the 
band  of  God  vras  upon  him,  bad  owiied  the  justice 
and  the  faithfulness  of  his  judge  in  the  punishment 
inflicted.  Judgement  having  thus  had  her  perfect 
work,  the  offender,  now  humbled  and  penitent,  mak- 
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etii  ttpplieation  to  tbe  throne  of  grace,  and  sitetti  fmr 
that  mercy,  vrhtch  God,  by  his  "  word,"  both  pre- 
mised to  bifl  servants,  who  are  chastened,  not  for  their 
destruction,  but  for  their  salvation.  When  God^ 
*' jodgements"  have  broug'ht  as  to  an  a^nowled^ 
iD«it  of  our  lins,  his  "  mereifiil  kindness"  w3l  ^wed- 
Sy  be  oar  *'  comfort" 

77.  Let  thy  tender  mercie»  tome  unto  me,  that  I 
nuxy  Ufot  :f«r  thy  laio  is  my  tUHghi. 

The  mercies  of  God  are  "  tender  mercies,"  they 
are  the  mercies  of  a  fatiier  to  his  children,  nay,  ten* 
der  as  the  compassion  of  a  mother  over  the  son  of 
her  womb.  They  "  oome  unto"  ns  when  we  are 
not  able  to  go  to  them.  By  ^em  abwe  we  **  live^ 
the  lifo  of  faith,  of  love,  of  joy  wnd  gladtiesft.  And 
to  such  as  "  delight"  in  his  law,  God  will  gmnt  these 
mercies,  and  this  life;  he  wilt  gire  them  pardon  and 
by  so  doing,  he  will  give  them  life  from  the  dead. 

78.  Lathe  proud  be  aahamedjjbrth^  dealt  per' 
tiersdy  mitk  me  without  a  cause;  but  Jwill  meditate 
m  thy  precepts. 

This  complaint  of  the  Psalmist  hath  been  made  by 
the  fiuthfal  in  all  ages,  that  the  men  of  the  world 
"  dealt  perversely  with  them  without  a  cause,"  or 
oppressed  them  fUsely,  first  spreading  slanders  and 
calumnies  conceniing  tttem,  and  then  persecnting 
them  for  those  supposed  crimes.  Such  usage  should 
have  no  oUier  efiect  upon  us,  than  it  had  upon  DavifL 
He  prayed  that  "  shame"  and  disappointment  might 
teach  hnmility  to  the  "  prond,"  and  applied  himself 
still  more  and  more  to  meditate  in  the  "  prec^ts" 
of  his  God. 
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79.  Let  those  that  fear  thee  turn  unto  me,  and 
those  that  have  known  thy  testimonies. 

David  beseecheth  God,  if  any  good  men  had  been 
alienated  from  him,  either  fliroa^h  fear,  prejudice,  or 
offence,  that  they  might  return  to  him,  join,  and  ac- 
knowledge  him.  To  thee,  O  thon  Son  of  David 
and  King  of  the  spiritual  Israel,  let  those  among  thy 
people,  who,  through  any  temptation,  have  fallen 
from  their  allegiance,  return  and  be  subject. 

80.  Let  my  heart  be  sound  in  th^  statutes;  that 
I  he  not  ashamed. 

This  is  a  prayer  necessary  for  all  men  to  use  at  all 
times,  bat  more  particularly  in  seasons  of  peise- 
cotion  and  temptation.  By  "  soundness  of  heart**  is 
meant  solidity  and  steadfastness  in  grace  and  virtue, 
as  opposed  to  the  mere  form  of  godliness  or  fair  show 
of  the  hypocrite,  which  conceal  the  rottenness  and 
corruption  lurking  within  ;  and  also  io  the  sndden 
and  vanidiing  goodness  of  the  temporary  convert, 
which  quickly  disappears  like  the  morning  dew,  and 
withers  like  the  seed  sown  on  a  rock.  When  internal 
holiness  accompanies  and  actuates  that  which  is  ex- 
ternal, when  the  word  is  thoroughly  rooted,  and  faith 
hadi  acquired  Uie  sovereignty  over  our  desires,  then 
our  "  hearts"  are  "  sound  in  Crod's  statutes,"  and 
there  is  hope  that,  in  tiie  day  of  bial,  we  shdl  not 
give  our  brethren  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  u^  nor  be 
ourselves  "  ashamed"  before  God. 
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CAPa— PART  XI. 

81.  Mif  aovl  faintetk  for  thy  salvation:  bat 
/  hope  in  thy  word,  or,  /  have  ei^ected  thy 
word. 

Thus  have  the  tnie  servanU  of  God,  io  every  age, 
expressed  their  ardent  desire  of  his  salvation.  Thos 
did  the  patriarchs,  the  prophets,  the  kings,  and  the 
faithful  people,  formerly  wish  to  behold  the  advent  of 
their  Saviour  in  the  flesh ;  until  Simeon,  taking  him 
in  his  arms,  spoke  what  they  would  all  have  spoken 
had  they  been  present,  "  Lord,  now  letteat  thou  thy 
*'  servant  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy  word; 
"  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation."  But  the 
Bridegrooip  was  soon  taken  away,  and  the  heavens 
have  received  him,  until  the  restitution  of  all  things  ; 
for  which  the  chnrch  upon  earth  at  this  day  waiteth 
and  prayeth ;  that  she  may  be  delivered  from  all  her 
troubles,  and  inseparably  united  to  bim  in  whom  she 
detighteth.  Every  individual,  when  oppressed  by  sin 
and  sorrow,  may  make  bis  supplication  in  the  same 
words,  for  that  salvation  which  is  by  grace,  through 
&ith. 

83.  Mine  ^es  fail  for  thy  word,  «(^/tng.  When 
toilt  thou  comfort  me. } 

While  the  promised  salvation  is  delayed,  the  af- 
flicted soul  thinketh  every  day  a  year,  and  lookelti 
toward  heaven  for  the  accomplishment  of  God's 
word,  saying  to  "  her  Friend  and  her  Beloved, 
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"When  wilt  thos  ootnf<»t  me  ?  Come,  Lmrd  Jeau> 
"  come  quickly  *!" 

:  8S..For  I  am  become  like  a  bottle,  in  the  amaite : 
yet  do  I  not  for  get  thy  statvtea. 

"  Battles"  among  the  Jewa  were  made  of  ikiiu. 
One .  of  thesCj  if  exposed  to  heat  and ' "  snioke," 
would  become  sbri?elled  and  useleBs.  Such  a  change 
will  labour  and  sornow  cause  in  the  human  frame  ; 
and  the  Psalmist  here  complaineth,  that  his  beauty 
and  his  8b«ngth  were  gone;  the  natural  moisture  was 
dried  up;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  skin  shrivel- 
led, and  botii  colour  and  rigour  departed  from  him. 
Disease  and  old  age  will  produce  the  same  sad  effects 
in  us  all;  but  the  body's  weakness  is  the  soul's 
strength ;  as  the  outward  man  decayeth,  the  inward 
man  is  renewed  :  "  I  do. not  forget  thy  statutes." 

84.  Hovo  many  are  the  daya  of  thy  servant  f 
When  unit  thou  exectUe  judgement  on  them  that 
persecute  me  ? 

The  well'beloTed  John  heard  a  question,  of  the 

*  "  Defecenint  ocnlt  mei."  AmbroaiuB ;  "  Nrnme  qnondo 
"  aU<iueiii  desideraiaiu  et  spertunns  adfore,  e&  diii^miu  oculo* 
"  nude  spenunns  cue  ventanunl  Sic  tencne  uxor  setatis,  de 
"  apeGulA  litorali  indefeBtA  espect&tione  coi\)ugis  pneitolatur 
"  adrentiun :  ut  quamcuoque  n&vira  viderit,  illic  pntat  conjiu 
"  gem  n&vigare,  metnatque  ae  videndi  grati&  dilecti,  alius  an- 
"  levertst,  nee  ipsa  point  prima  dicere,  Video  te,  ni  marite." 
Vide  reliqua  apnd  Ambroaiuni,  (jusdem  plani  Bpiritds,  ace 
tamen  potui  temperare,  quin  htec  eucriberem.  Sic  affectut 
est  quiaquis  cam  Fanlo  diisolvi  cupit,  et  esse  cum  Chriato.  Sic 
(Unique  qui  semel  gustato  bono  Dei  verbo,  ut  idem  Paulut  ai^ 
sibi  postea  relictaa,  deficit  tie^io  sui,  ac  reddi  sibi  poitnlat 
prKguBlatam  ■uayissimi  amoria  dnlcedinem.    Bossubt, 
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nne  iaportwith  tbii,  aiked  by  Ae  spiriu  of  ihe 
mnxtyn,  that  bad  lefl  their  bodiei,  and  vrare  'vmittng, 
in  die  separate  itate,  for  the  day  of  rctribatton.  The 
answer,  which  was  made  to  tbem,  may  lifcewifle  Mtiiff 
oar  in^tieiKe,  when  nftrin^  affliction  and  perse- 
cutibn:  "laawtodertheidtartheionlaoftheintbat 
**  w««  dam  fttr  Ae  word  of  God,  and  for  the  testx* 
"  many  wttcfc  they  hefak  And  they  cried  witk  « 
"  loud  voice,  Mtying:,  How  long,  O  Lotd,  httly  and 
*''1rue,  doit  tboa  not  judge  aad  aveagcour  blood 
"tm  tbeaitfaatdweDontlieeuth?  And  white  robca 
"  were  given  onto  every  obe  of  4beni,  «id  it  wai 
"  add  auto  them,  that  diey  shoaM  rett  yet  fcr«  litib 
"  aoMM,  antiltbeir  felk>W>«ervants  abo,  and  their 
**  brethren,  tfaatBlKMid  be  kiUedas  Uwy  were,  flhooU 
**  befulfiUBd."  Rev.  vi.  9,  4a 
S5l  Tkeprond  June  digged  pitt  ftr  mt,  wdnch 

The  manner  of  taking  wild  beasts  WM  t^  "d^ 
**  ^iag  pill,"  mhI  oovcriogthetn  over  with  torr^  iit>on 
which  when  the  beast  trod,  ,he  fell  into  the  pit,  and 
Was  tiiere  confined  end  taken.  Bet  tiiere  was  a 
*'  law,"  that  if  a  pit  were  left  open,  and  a  tame 
beast,  an  ox,  or  an  ass,  fell  into  it,  the  owners  of  the 
pit  should  nake  good  the  dama^:  Exod.  xxi  33. 
'Much  morenhalt'aien  te  eaJledtoavevereaooaiiit,  , 
^1^  piii*[>e9ely  fay  wtateft  and  9tit1inUmg4kidcB  1m- 
Tore  the  feet  rf  their  Innocent  brrthren,  to  caose 
lliem  to  &II  and  perish. 

86.  >4U  thy  commandju^nta  are  fmthful:  iAqi 
fermwu/te  me  -wnrngftUbf;  keip  ihmt  me. 

Man  fs  ^erfidtOin  -and  deceiffBl,  God  is  *'  ftrtb- 


^cbv  Google 


?!  fta".«nl,tf in  i:  bg  Imth  prominei)  (9  "  hsly"  tlums 
Wlw  «*?»  "  "WPSftJly,"  and  |ie  wij),  jn  %  en^ 
timr  liiifmlf  t«  l*  *e  ane^ig^r  of  aii  swh.    Let 

(JWW  W*  with  p»ti6n^,  tine«  He  King  pf  R^U- 
twwpew  IfiwW  ni$cre4  ^  ^  ni^e%tor,  t|Ffi)ri; !)«: 
«>te»e(linlo.i)iig)o(y. 

87.  Wgr  M  «W«<  fowimeij  me  mu/ff  pitrth  ,• 
hill  I foT!to9k  mt  tlij)  prwefm. 

H<>freref  low  th§  church,  or  any  ojefliJjer.thpiieQt 
mty,  by  penscatiiw  niu}  tribnlatioq,  |>s  j|>i:9iig))t,|ipH(i 
<fulh,  y»t  iwAing  e»ii  Kparate  them  frofli  I)))!  ^ jff 
»f  God,  w)iil»  tltey  "  fqnalw  n^t  his  pneceptf,"  nf)|r 
4iaM«Oi  bispwroijM.  The  will,  >ve  |u)ow,  |pif/|t 
(wrwjie4heb<xly;  hiit  Ctoi)  will  ifinpke  n^itfier,.    . 

,88.  ^inptew  mt  fflfr  Hm  looms  Ww'il"*',  s? 
4^/j  /  A^^  AM  UAtifiiO^  of  th^  n^9Ut^. 

Th^x>pgh  tiffi  "  loving  kiodue^"  of  .God  oijr  ^a- 
irjow,  the  S^rit«f  life  if  givep  |vi$o  |»,  by  whiwe 
"  iluielHwiPg"  inJnsncoiwparcreyiyed,  wbeo  «^ 
in  sins,  or  in  sorrows,  and  are  enabled  with  J9y  ai^ 
«WSW.  *»  JXSneyere  in  If^pipg  the  f^miiny  «f  his 
"  mouth." 


LAMED.— PART  Xil. 

89.  ISv  PKT,  O  Unv,  thai  ™rri  i>  ntuled  //^ 
htaam:  or,  Himt  wt fur  ever,  OU>xii,tigiiiiordif 
uMid  m  iKteveih  ^,  Utg/aiti^Mln^t  if  unte  alt 
^enenUvme :  th9M  hfi»t  eaiabli^jffi^  the  earfhj  tmi 
itai^ideth-  9\.  J^  continue  .(hie  d^y  aee^rdixig 
t»  ikme  erfiivalteea :  /«r  qflviettfjl  scrttflf^. 

The  eterwty  of  ^ebo?ah,  a94  Ule  ipiimUbility  f4 
■  bg 
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his  counaefs,  are  considerations  which  affoM'comfi»t 
and  encouragement  to  his  people,  when  their  enemies 
are  in  arms  against  them.  Even  in  this  world  the 
unwearied  "  heavens"  continue  to  perform  invaria- 
bly their  operations  upon  themselves  and  the  bodies 
placed  in  them ;  while  the  elobe  of  the  "  eaiiti'  t6~ 
taining  its  original  form'  and  ct^erence  of  parts,'  Mill, 
as  at  the  banning,  supports  and  maintains  th^  sac- 
cessive  '*  generations"  of  men,  which  live' and  move 
upon  it,  towhonitbe  feithful  promises  of  God  are 
falfilled  from  age  to  age. .  Thus  doth  Hw  unchange- 
able order  of  nature  itself  ptimt  out  to  U9  the  truth 
of  her  great  Author,  and  at  the  same  time  reprove 
the  eccentric  motions  of  rebiellioos  inan.  The  heavens 
"and  the  earth  "  continue  tbis  day  according  to'thiae 
"  ordinance,"  O  Lord,  ""forall  things  are- thy  ser- 
■"  vants  ;''  all  invariably  serve  thee,  except  man,  who 
alone  was  endowed  with  reason  that  he  might  obey 
and  glorify  thee  in  this  life,  and  that  which  is  to 
come! 

93.  Untess  thy  law  had  been  n^  delighta,  I  shoiM 
tJun  have  periihed  m  mine  auction. 

The  Psal  mist  assureth  us,  from  his  own  experience, 
bow  pleasant  and  how  profitable,  in  tpie  of  trouble, 
is  the  meditation  on  the  fidelity  of  God,  as  displayed 
in  thfi  stability  of  his  works.  The  "  delights,"  by 
this  afforded,  sustained  his  soul  in  "  afflictions," 
which  must  otherwise  have  brought  him  to  an  end 
And  the  same  everlasting  Word  shall  b6  the  believer's 
support  and  consolation,  even  when  the  heavens  shall 
melt  around  him  with  fenrent  beat,  and  the  earth, 
and  all  that  is  therein,  shall  be  burnt  up.   "  Heaven 
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"  and  ffiirth  shall  pass  away,"  saith  lie  who  made 
them,  "  but  my  word  shall  not  pass  away." 

93.  I  mil  never  forget  thy  precepts :  for  toUh 
them  thou  hast  quickened  me. 

Great  are  the  necessities,  and  many  the  disorders 
of  the  soul;  but  in  the  Scripture  there  is  provision 
and  medicine  for  them  all ;  and  according  lo  our  va- 
rious wants  and  maladies,  God  relieveth  aqd  "  quictf- 
"  enetb"  us,  sometimes  with  one  part  of  his  word« 
sometimes  with  another.  Now,  when  we  have  found 
Qurselvea  thus  benefited,  at  any  time,  by  a  particular 
passage  of  holy  writ,  we  should  "  never  forget,"  but 
remember  and  treasure  it  up  in  our  minds,  againsta 
like  occasioD,  when  the  same  a£BictioD  and  temptation- 
tnay  again  befall  us. 

94.  JamiAine;  saveme,  for  I  have  sought  th^. 
precepts. 

The  double  relation  which  we  have  the  honour  to 
bear  to  God  by  creation  and  by  redemption,  as  the 
vrorfc  of  his  hands,  and  the  purchase  of  his  blood,  ■ 
is  a  most  endearing  and  prevailing  argument  with 
him,  to  "  save"  us  from  our  enemies.  But  then  let 
it  be  remembered,  that  no  man  can  say  to  God  with 
a  good  conscience,  "  I  am  thine,"  unless  he  cui  also 
go.  on,  and  say,  "  I  have  sought  thy  precepts,"  I 
.  desire  to  serve  and  obey  thee  alone;  since,' after  all, 
*'  hn  servants  we  are  to  whom  we  obey ;"  and  if  sin 
be  our  master,  how  can  we  say  to  a  master,  whose 
interest  is  directly  opposite,  "  1  am  thine?" 

95.  7%e.  wicked  have  waited  for  me  to  deatro^ 
me :  but  /  will  consider  thy  testmontea. 

In  the  preceding  verse,  David  besought  God  to 
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"  save"  him.  The  reason  of  dwt  prayer  is  here  as- 
signed, namely,  because  "  the  wicked  lay  in  wait  for 
**  hih)  to  destroy  him,"  as  they  afterwards  did  to  de- 
stroy one,  whom  the  afflicted  and  persecoted  PsdiB- 
ist  represented.  Spiritual  enemies  are  eontinually 
Bpon  the  watch  to  destroy  us  all ;  and  we  can  no  way 
escape  their  wiles,  but  by  "  considering,**  so  as  (i> 
andentand  and  observe,  God's  "  testimonies," 

96.  /  have  setm  an  lend  of  aU  perfectioti :  but  thy 
commandment  is  exceeding  broad. 

Of  "  all  perfection"  in  this  world,  whether  i»f 
beauty,  witj  learning,  pleasure,  honoar,  or  rtclm, 
eicperience  Will  soon  show  us  the  "  end."  Bat 
where  is  the  end  or  bAundary  of  the  word  of  God^ 
Who  can  ascend  to  the  height  of  its  excellency; 
Who  can  fttbom  the  <leptll  of  its  mysteries ;  who  can 
find  out  the  comprehension  of  its  precepts,  or  C(m>- 
eeive  the  extent  of  its  promises ;  who  can  take  the 
dimensions  t^  that  leve  of  Ood  to  man  wtiieh  ft  de- 
scribeth,  or  tiiat  lof«  of  man  to  God  which  it  teach^ 
eth!  Tbe  knowledge  of  one  thing  leadeUinsforwftni 
to  that  ot  another,  vnd  still-,  as  w«  travel  on,  tiie 
prospect  opens  before  us  into  eternity,  Kke  the  i^<- 
sant  and  fruitfol  mounlaibsof  Canftan,  tisisg  on  the 
cAher  side  of  Jordan,  when  viewed  by  Moses  from 
the  top  «f  Pisgah.  O  happy  reigM  of  celeatial  w»> 
dofn,  peraianent  fHicity,  true  riehesj  and  onfitifiiig 
gtory ;  while  we  contemplate  thee^  bow  dotk  (be 
world  lessen, imd  shrink  to  nothing  m  ensr  eyes!  Tliy 
Mes^tngs  feith  now  beboldedi,  but  it  is«hariiy  w4Hch 
shall  hereafiter  possess  and  enj\^  them. 
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MEM.— PART  XIH. 

97.  O  hoio  I  love  tJuf  Um  i  It  ia  nuf  vtedittUiait 
aii  the  di^. 

Words  cannot  eipreM  the  kfe  which  a  pion 
Mind  entertain^  for  the  Scriptsrea.  They  are  the 
•piBtle  of  God  to  mankind,  offisring-  reconciliatioa, 
peace,  and  onion  wiUi  himulf  in  glory ;  containing 
reawna  why  we  shonld  love  him  and  each  other,  with 
directions  how  to  show  forth  that  love,  which,  as  the 
apostle  Nnth,  is  "  the  fnlfilling  of  the  law:"  Roou 
xiii.  10.  On  some  portions  of  these  ScriptDTei 
should  our  "  meditation"  he  contlDHBlly,  and  "  eacb 
"  day"  shoald  add  •otnetfaing  (o  oar  knowledge,  to 
our  faith,  to  our  virtue. 

98.  2%mt  through  thy  eommandnumU  hast  made 
me  wieer  than  mine  enenUeg:  for  th^  are  ever  with 
me.  99.  /  have  more  underttandmg  than  all  w0 
teaehere :  for  thy  teetmonies  are  my  medtlaCum. 
iOO.  I  un^etand  mere  thorn  the  aaeiente;  hecoMH 
I  keep  Ay  preeepte. 

The  "  commandmeiits''  of  Qod  were  "  ever  with" 
David;  the  "  testimonies"  of  God  were  bis  "  me- 
**  dilation  ;"  and  the  "  precepts"  of  Ood  it  was  Ut 
eare  to  "  observe ;"  therefore  hit  ivisdom  exceeded 
the  policy  (tf  his  "^enemies,"  the  learning  of  hit 
"  teachers,"  and  the  experience  of  the  "  ancientpL*^ 
l^us,  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Scriptares,  did  the  hol|r 
Jesus,  in  the  days  of  his  6esh,  conSiMnd  his  adver- 
earies,  astonish  the  teachers  of  the  law,  and  imtrnet 
tile  ftged.     And  it  n  (he  high  prerogative  of  the 
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Scriplnret,  at  all  times,  to  render  yonth  aikt  simpli- 
city superior  to  the  ioTeterate  malice  and  subtilty  of 
tbe  grand  deceiver  and  his  associates. 

101.  /  have  refrained  nuf  feet  from  eoery  evii 
way,  that  I  might  keep  thy  word. 

Tbe  foundation  of  all  religion  mast  be  laid  in 
mortification  and  self-denial;  for  since  tbe  will  of 
fellen  men  is  contrary  to  the  will  of  God,  we  most 
abstain  from  doing  the  one  in  order  to  do  the  other. 
Tbe  affections  may  be  styled  the  "  feet"  of  the  soul, 
uid  unless  these  be  "  refrained  from  evil  ways,"  no 
progress  can  be  made  in  that  way  which  alone  is  good 
aiid  right ;  we  cannot  "  keep  God's  word." 

103.  /  have  not  departed  from  thy  judgements  ; 
for  thou  hast  taught  me. 

Perseverance  is  the  effect  of  instnictioD  from  above, 
by  tiie  Spirit,  through  tbe  word :  and  oar  beaVenly 
Teacher  differeth  from  all  others  in  this,  that,  with 
tbe  lesson,  he  bestoweth  on  the  scholar  both  a  dis- 
position to  learn,  and  an  ability  to  perform. 

103.  Ho-ai  sweet  are  thy  words  unto  my  taste! 
yea,  sweeter  than  honey  to  my  mouth. 

The  soul  hath  its  "  taste,"  as  well  aa  the  body, 
uad  that  taste  is  then  in  good  order,  when  the 
"  words  of  Scripture  are  "  sweet"  to  the  sool,  as 
"honey"  is  to  the  mouth.  If  they  are  not  always 
so,  it  is  because  our  taste  is  vitiated  by  the  worid 
and  the  flesh ;  and  we  shall  ever  find  our  relish  for 
the  word  of  God  to  be  greatest,  when  that  for  the 
world  and  tbe  flesh  is  least,  in  time  of  aflBictien,  nkk- 
nees,  and  death ;  for  these  are  conti«ry,  one  to  tbe 
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otben  In  heayen  the  latter  will  be  no  more^  and 
tiierefore  the  former  will  be  all  in  all. 

iOik.  IhTough  thy  precepts  I  get  understanding: 
therefore' I  hate  every  false  way. 

He  vrbo  deligbteth  to  study  the  Scriptures^  will> 
"  understand,"  from  theiUj.  the  true  nature  of  righ^- 
teousness  and  of  sin ;  he  who  doth  understand  the: 
nature  of  each,  will  love  Uie  former ;  and,  in  pro- 
portion, "  bate"  the  latter :  and  with  that  which  we. 
thoroughly  bate,  we  will  not  bear  to  have  any  con-: 
nexion ;  with  suspicion  and  jealousy  we  shall  eyie 
it  approaching ;  with  courage  and  constancy  we  shall 
arm  and  fight  against  it ;  we  shall  make  no  peace, 
nor  so  much  as  a  truce  with  it ;  but,  as  faithfol  sol- 
diers and  servants  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  shall  aim  at 
that  utter  extermination  of  it,  which  we  have  vowed, 
and  which,  through  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  power, 
will  be  accomplished,  but  not,  perhaps,  totally,  tilt 
our  life  and'  warfare  shall  end  together. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  DAY— MORNING  PRAYER. 

NUN.— PART  XIV, 

105.  Jhyveord  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a  light 
tmtomypath. 

Man  is  a  traveller,  his  life  is  a  journey,  heaven  is 
his  end,  his  road  lies  through  a  wilderness,  and  be  is 
in  the  darit.  Thus  circumstanced,  how  earnestly 
and  devoutly  ought  be  to  pray,  "  O  send  out  thy 
"  light  and  thy  truth ;  let  tfaetn  lead  me,  let  them 
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'*  bring  me  to  tby  holy  bill,  and  to  thy  tftbernades  <" 
Psalm,  xxiti.  3.  For  sorely  "  Uie  commandment  is  a 
"  kunp,  end  the  law  is  light ;  and  Kproofe  of  instrnc- 
"  tion  are  the  way  of  life :"  Prov.  vL  88.  The  word 
of  God  discovereth  to  as  onr  errors ;  it  sboweth  as 
where  we  lost  our  way,  and  how  we  may  recover  it 
again.  If  we  take  this  "  lamp"  in  oor  hand,  it  will 
not  only  point  ont  oar  course  in  general,  but  also 
direct  us  in  every  step,  and  guide  our  *'  feet"  arigirt 
in  the  "  path"  of  holiness  and  peace.  Thus,  throagh 
the  devious  and  lonely  wilds  of  Arabia,  wad  Israd 
once  Conducted  to  the  land  of  promise,  by  the  illo- 
minating  pillar,  or  rather  by  Him  whose  presence 
dwelt  in  the  midst  of  it 

106: 1  have  sworn,  and  I  vriU  perform  it,  that  I 
lOtU  keep  thif  righteous  jtK^emeiUs. 

Snch  being  the  direction  afforded  by  the  word  of 
God  to  a  benighted  pilgrim,  David  had  obliged  him- 
selfj  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to  follow  tiiat  di- 
rection. Every  Christian  doth,  at  his  baptism,  in 
like  manner,  "  promise  and  vow  to  keep  God's  com- 
"  mandments,  end  to  walk  in  the  same  all  the  days 
"  of  his  life."  The  nature  and  extent  of  these  en- 
gagements must  be  interpreted  according  to  the  co- 
venant of  grace,  under  which  they  are  made.  The 
command  to  us  sinners  is.  Chat  we  should  repent,  and 
believe  in  him,  who  will  pardon  our  filings,  and 
strengthen  our  infirmities,  that  we  may  walk  as  be- 
Cometh  his  disciples,  who,  though  they  ought  not  to 
commit  sin,  may  yet,  by  divine  grace,  be  restored 
and  saved  from  it  "  These  things  write  I  unto  yon, 
**  that  ye  sin  not.     And  if  any  man  sin,  we  have  an 
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"  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jtaan  Christ  the  rlgh- 
"  teOQs;  and  b6  is  the  propitiation  for  our  ilm." 
1  John  ii.  1. 

107>  lam  aSKcttd  very  much:  quicken  me,  0 
Lord,  according  t»  thy  tcord. 

The  fkitbfiil  serinftiita  of  Qod  may  be  "  afflicted ;" 
they  may  be  "  very  much"  and  ^evoQsly  a£Sioted : 
bat  let  tiietn  consider,  that  by  efflicfions,  their  cor- 
mptioQB  are  ptuged  avmy,  their  faith  is  tried,  their 
patience  perfected,  their  brethren  are  edified,  and 
thetr  Mbster  ia  glorified.  Let  them  still  firmly  rely 
oA  the  divine  promise  of  grace  and  salvation ;  atill 
humbly  pray  fbr  it«  aecompliahmmt  in  themselves : 
'*  Qaicken  me,  O  Lord,  act^iding  to  tiiy  word." 

108.  Ateept,  I  beseech  thee,  thtfree-iBiil  o^kringe 
ofmf  fftdutA,  O  Loftb ;  aAd  teach  me  thif  judgements. 
■  The  "Offerings"  of  the  believerare  prayer,  praite, 
and  holy  reflations  and  vows,  tike  that  of  the  IWm- 
iMabovet  "to  keep  Qod's  ri^teoos jndgementa," 
in  which  be  di<»efore  petitioneth  to  be  every  day 
more  and  more  "  taught"  and  instmcted  by  the 
Spirit  of  truth.  Christians  are  called  by  St  Peter 
"  a  foyal  and  holy  priesthood,  appointed  to  offier  up 
"  spiritual  sacrifices,  acceptable  to  God,  by  JesUs 
"  GhtfeL"    1  V^  ii.  5.  9. 

V39.  My  imd  is  contiiataUy  in  my  halwL :  yet  do 
1  Mtjbt^et  thy  iaiB. 

To  have  oae's  *'  soul,"  i^Ba,  or  life,  **  In  one's 
''tiand,"  is  a  phrase  often  used  in  Scripture,  and 
im^ieth  going  in  cootinud  danger  of  one's  lift :  see 
Jtidg.  !^.  3.  .1  Sam.  xix.  5.  and  xxviii.  21.  Job 
xiit  14.  Great  and  incessant  as  Davidli  perils  were. 


^cbv  Google 


99»  A  COHHENTARY  [pa^ui  119. 

he  did  not "  forget"  Gpd's  promises,  ihh-  bis  preceptsi 
but  tnuted  in  the  former^  and  performed  the  latter. 
St.  Paul  knew,  that  "  in  every  city  bonds  and  afflic- 
"  tions  .awajted  biro :  bat  none  of  these  things," 
aaith  he,  "  move  me,  neiUier  count  I  my  life  deet 
"  unto  myself,  so  that  I  might  finish  my  coarse  with 
"  joy."    Acts  XX.  33. 

1 10.  l%e  wicked  have  laid  a  snare  for  me :  yet 
1  erred  not  from  thy  precepts. 

When  open  violence  fails  to  move  a  man  from  bis 
steadfastness,  "  the  wicked  will  lay  snares"  for  him, 
to  entice  him  into  sin,  by  the  bait»  of  honour,  plesr 
sure,  or  profit;  by  exposing  him  to  anavoidable 
temptations,  as,  when  David  was  driven  out  of  hit 
own  land,  to  live  among  idolaters,  of  which  ns^ 
he  complauieth,  I  Sam.  xxvi.  19 ;  or  else,  by  mak- 
ing laws  which  an  honest  man  cann<rf  obey  without 
Bioj  or  refuse  to  obey  without  danger.  Numberless 
are  the  traps  of  one  kind  or  other,  which  human  wit 
and  diabolic^  malice,  in  conjunctioDf  have  set  for 
the  c6nscieD<;e8  of  those  who  profess  themselves  to 
be  the  servants  of  God ;  and  happy  is  that  servant, 
whom  they  have  not  caused  to  "  err  from  the  pre- 
■  "  cepts"  of  his  Master. 

111.  l%2f  testimonies  have  I  taken  as  mine  heri- 
tage forever  :for  thof  are  the  rejoicing  ofntt/  heart 

The  "  testimonies"  of  God's  will,  his  word  apd 
bis  sacraments,  are  the  bonds  and  ihe  deeds  by  which 
we  bold  our  heavenly  "  inheritance,  as  heirs  of  God 
"  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ."  Of  these  deeds,  and 
this  inheritance,  no  power  can  deprive  us;  and 
when ' '  they  are  the  rejoicing  of  our  hearts,"  we  sh^l 
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not,  by  preferring  an  eartU;  iofaarkuice,  -deiHife 
'oarsdves  of  them. 

1 131  /  have  incUned  mine  heart  to  perform  thy 
■»tattUea  alaays,  even  unto<<fte  end. 

The  "  indimUion  of  the  heart"  to  good,  is  the 
WPfkofOod;  but  man  is,  nevertbelesa,  in  this  as 
in  odier  InstanceB,  said  to  perfonn  it,  when  he  Mstetw 
to  the  calli  and  obeys  the  motioDs,  of  his  grace.  We 
■are  n<rt  to  jud^  of  onrseWes  by  what  we  sonietiiDes 
'flay  and  do,  bat  by  the  general  dispositfenaiui 'ten- 
dency of  tbe  heart  and  its  affections.  Whieo,  aiter 
repeated  -trids,  we^  find  that  .the  loveofGodcaato 
^e -scale  against  Ae  love  of  the  w!orId;.!Wh«n'it.i8 
oar  glory,  our  delist,  our  treasure^  ourvmeat'ftnd 
drink,  to  do  his  will,  and,  agaiiwt  aIl'0^)f)£iSBtiaB',  to 
persevere  in  doing  it,  '<  even-  unto,  thacnd ;",  Ithen 
are  we  the  true  disciples  of  that  Master,  whoseiitetitt 
was  evermore  inclined  to  good ;  who  alooe  pecfbrm- 
~ed  a  perfect  and  spotless  obedience,  and  persisted  in 
Working  the  work  of  him  that  aentbim,  uoiil,  with 
bis  last  bretUh,  be  declared,  upoa.the  crosa^  tt-u 


SAMECH;— PART  XV. 

113.  /  hate  vain  thoughts:  btU  thy  law  do  I 
"tarn.  :■ 

"  Love  and  hatred"  are  the  two  great-and  infiu- 
eocing  affections  of  the  huntan  mind.  Since  the  fall, 
they  have  been  misplaced.  By  natare  we  "  love 
"  vain  thoaghts,"  and  "  bate  tbe  law  of  God.  The 
*'  aaati  mind  t»  enmity  against  God,  for  it  is  not 
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'*st^ectiotekw<rfGod,  netUwr  iadeed  c»n  b»  i" 
Rom.  Tiii.  7,  But  in  a  renewed  mifld  tinB  onw  » 
dtered;  ita  dd^ht  is  in  Uie  btr  of  God,  andtbfere- 
fore  it  cannot  bear  "  vain  thoughts,"  which  m  con- 
trary to  that  law,  and  exalt  thtmmihm  i^upft  it 
Tboogbta  ate  ofittn  laid  to  be  free;  fwn  hriVHB 
oemare  they  are,  bnt  net  from  the  cogaJBRnce  aotl 
judgeradnt«f  the  OauHicienL  Tha  nindjihsiM  he 
well  faniahad  with  proper  Material^ '  oa  iwbich  to 
«iBployj|scit  W«  shall  dieo  beaeaured  agaiut  ^ 
incwuaas  of  rambling,  coaceitod,  worhUy,  iiapan^ 
and  rerang«firt  tboaghta,  wbkfa  otberwbe  wiU  devow 
balfoartitne,  and  appear  Bgain^ns,  iD<ovr  uospealcr 
idile  amazenent,  in  that  Aky  when  Ihe  >feciMt«  of  all 
hearts  abaUhe  MTCalad. 

1 14.  T^kou  UTt  (mf  kidmg-fiaBe,  and  nyf  ahieid ; 
/  Asp*  ta  thtf  ward. 

Fram  vain  thoi^bta,  apdvaia  petaDBt,  Kim  Psalm- 
ist teacheth  us  to  fly,  by  pfaycr,  to  God,  m  QW 
vefoge  and  protector.  This  couna  a  hf^rw  wWitB 
nataraHy  tak«,  in  tiie  boor  of  tainplatiou  and  dangnr, 
as  the  o&pring  of  the  hen,  on  perceiving  •  Mni  Af 
prey  hovering  over  their  heads,  retire  to  their  "  hid- 
"  ing  place,"  iwdar  the  wiqgs-jof  their  dam ;  or  as 
the  warrior  opposeth  his  "  shidd"  to  the  darts  whidi 
are«iraed  at  him. 

115.  Depttrtjrom  me,  ye  eoil-doera:  for  ImUi 
keep  (fceeomfwntJmefits  of  my  GoA. 

Safe  under  the  proteetien  of  the  Alstigbbf,  Ebwd 
bids  the  wicked  "  depart  'firofn  biia ;"   he  neither 
fears  thetrmdioe,  aor  will  follow  thek  eoaosefa,  be- 
ing resohrtely  determiqed  to  adhere  to  •his  disty,  «id 
8 
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to  "  keep  the  coimoandmeats  of  bis  God."  He  who 
hatk  fitrmed  Darid's  resoUitioa,  must,  like  him,  di»^ 
daiin  and  rentwnce  the  society  of  "  evil-doers ;"  for 
every  man  wtU  insensibly  contisct  tbe  good  or  bad 
qualities  of  the  company  which  be  fce^ ;  and  ^boold^ 
dicFefore,  be  cu«ful  to  keep  floch  at  wi|!  m^e-him 
WflMr  a«l  better,  and  6t  hin  for  tfa?  goodly  f^UoW" 
ship  of  taints  wul  aagtA$, 

116.  l^)iald  me  neconUng  to  th/ loorA,  thai  I 
nun/  Uvt :  axd  let  ime  n9t  be  aalmmed  of  nty  b^e. 
1 17.  Hotd  thou  me  up,  and  I  shall  he  safe:  twd  I 
mil  )iave  rttpeol  unto  thjf  ^aUttea  eotUinualfy. ; 

A  TatolntJDv  to  fly  from  evil,  and  to  4o  gD«4>  it 
pvdfMrly  fottowed  by  an  esniest  and  rcfw^Led  jpny- 
er,  te  be  "  Bp hekT  in  the  p^»raaace  of  it,  by  dU 
vine  giaee,  ^ 'according  to  Gt)d't  word"  and  prum^j 
that  so  oor  "  fac^e"  ia  that  >m>iA  may  not  fail,  ^n4 
pvtntto  ''ahame"  b^Ewe  our  enemies  j4hst  we  way 
be  **  saved"  from  falling;,  ai^  enabled,  in  e«r  waUc- 
h^,  to  have  "  Kspect  unto  the  divine  «talat<a  tpon- 
"  tiaaally."  How  neoettary  it  ttw  prayer  to  be 
made  by  crealuret,  whose  fampert  *od  digpoiitioot 
aie  ever  varying ;  who  htreto  many  aad  tfr£»rmi* 
dtUe  AdvenarJet  to  cmitend  with,  and  d«  whom 
their  lenporal  condilion  hath  so  mudi  influeaoe! 

IIS.  ZHbai  iaU  trodden  dovn  aU  ikem  that  err 
from  ti^  atatulee :  for  their  dseeit  is  fsifiehood. 

The  drsatfnl  jedgemenlt  which  God,  from  time  to 
time,  in  aM  ages  of  Che  worid,  bath  ezeoQtod,  and 
which  be  ttiU  can  and  will  execote,  upon  impeaitent 
■anera,  afim-d  a  kind  of  admoiition,  aod  a  powerful 
motive,  to  obedience.    At  no  force  can  counteract 
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tite  power  of  Ood,  so  no  "  cuDDin^  can  decdve 
bis  wisdom,  but  will  elways,  in  the  end,  miserably 
"  deceive" '  those  wbo  traat  in  it,  and  employ  it 
against  the  counsels  of  heaven ;  "  tiieir  deceit,  or 
"  subtUity,  is  falsehood,"'  "^B^,  it  will  foil,  and  rain  its 
owners.  Of  tbtB.  history  fnrnish^h  instances  in 
abundance.  And  it  will  be  evident  to  all  Uie  worid, 
when  simplicity  and  innocence  shall  reign  triumph- 
ant with  the  Lambj  on  mount  Sion ;  and  deceit  and 
gnile  shall  have  their  portion  with  the  serpent,  in  the 
lake  of  fire. 

IJ9.  l%ou  pvltett  fxuHiy  tUi  the  tntgo(%  of  the 
earth  like  drdsa :  therefore  I  love  thy  tettimonieg. 

"  Ungodly"  men  and  hypocrites  '  are  mingled 
among -the  sons  and  servants  of  God,  as  "drcwB'*.iB 
Mended  with  the  pave  metal,  and  appeareth  to.be 
pait  of  it.  But  tlK  fiery  trial  of  divine  judgement 
floon  discoveKth  the  difference.  The  false  pretences 
of  the -hypocrite  are  detected,  and  the  glory  of  the 
wicked  vanisheth  airoy.  These  dispensations  oi 
God's  providence  increase  our'*  love"  of  his  "WMd ;" 
because  they  give  ng  sensible  experience  of  its  truth, 
they  show  ns  the  justice  of  Qod  in  punishing  others, 
togetherwith  hia  mercy  ui  sparing  us,  and  removing 
those  who  might  have  corrupted  us  and  turned  the 
stiver  itself  into  dress.  In  times  of  visitation,  Christ 
sitteth  among  his  people  "  as  a  refiner  and  purifier 
"  of  silver,"  purging  awayalldros6,.thatout  of  what 
remains  may  be  made  "  vessels  of  honour^  meet  for 
-'*  the  Master's  use"  to  serve  and  tO-  adorn  the 
sanctuary.  See  Mai.  iii.  3.  Isa.  i.  35.  2  Tina, 
ii.  ^1. 
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120.  dClj/jie$h  irembleih  far  fear  fifthn;  and  I 
am  afraid  of  thy  judgements. 

At  the  presence  oi  Jehovah^  when  he  appeareth 
ID  judgement,  the  earth  trerobleth  and  is  still.  Hit 
best  servants  are  not  exempted  from  an  awful  dread 
upon  sudt  occasions  ;  scenes  of  this  kind,  shown  in 
vision  to  the  prophets,  caused  their  flesh  to  quirer, 
and  all  their  bones  to  shake.  Encoinpassed  with 
a  frail  body,  and  a  sinful  world,  we  stand,  in  need  of 
every  possible  tie ;  and  the  afiections  both  of  fear 
and  love  must  be  employed,  to  restrain,  as  from 
transgressioQ ;  we  mnflt,  at  the  same  time,  "  love 
"  God's  testiqoQniei,  and  fear  his  judgements." 

AIN.— PART  XVI. 

ISl.  J  have  done  judgement  and  justice:  leave 
me  not  to  taine  o^^essors. 

He  who  is  engaged  in  a  righteous  cause,  and  bath 
acted  uprightly  in  the  support  of  it,  may,  so  far, 
'without  incurring  the  censure  of  boasting,  or  trust- 
ing to  his  Own  righteousness,  make  David's  plea, 
*'  I  have  d<Mie  judgement  and  justice ;"  as  if  he  had 
said.  Thou,  O  my  God,  knowest  that  I  am  innocent 
of  the  crimes  whereof  my  implacable  enemies  accuse 
ine,  and  that  I  have  done  no  wrong  to  those  who 
seek  to  take  away  my  life ;  deliver  not  thine  injured 
servant,  therefore,  into  their  hands;  "  leave  me  not 
*Mo  mine  oppressors."  The  Son  of  David  might 
use  the  words  in  their  full  and  absolute  sense,  and 
plead  for  a  glorious  resurrection,  on  the  foot  of  his 
having  performed  a  perfect  obedience  to  the  law. 

TOL.  II.  (^  C 
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^  i9i,-SeMt^hffBrthyiePoaiUf6rgd»d:4^taa 
tke  proud  oppress  me.  ■    ■  v. 

'  The  PsalMist  flfldMg  hiindelf  rettdy  td  te  Bftised 
by  faia  iitsoledt  odveRdriA,  Re  a  belpkasiAid  inoA'- 
Vent  d^btof^  entreatettl  IhC  AliDlglJty  to  ft|^t»^r  in 
fiis  defence,  to  take  ft«  mdCtiir  into  bi«  owltt  fatttldft, 
tb  rnfet'jittse' atid  ple!ad  hto«atrie,  as  bi*  Aivetj  and 
advocate,  Hi  the  day  of  titotfble.  ^ooid  HnseklHb 
ti^es  die' flame  word  itt  the  satM  setlM',  sfiet^ing  df 
'fiietiitte  Whfeit  dMtfi^'#a((  abouC  to  make  Ms  claim 
tlpdn  the  iflortal  put  <^  him  ;  "  0  htxtfk,  1  aOi  op^ 
••  pressed,  t^aiy,  nflderiake,  bti  aftrtty  flJi*  uie :"  Isa. 
xxxviii.  \i.  Happy  (he  ereatarcts,  wb^e  6reatof  is 
their  surety,  and  hath  interposed  to  rescue  them  from 
those  great  opp^esser^  slii,  death,  smd  Satan  1 

1S3.  Mint  eyes  fail  for  thy  aahoation,  emdfor 
ikt  tbord  of  t%  t^Atedwsttess, 

SaiTatiou,  whether  tenrptiMt  di*  A|riiit«al,  may  he 
defftyed ;  flw  "  eyes"  eS  the  Suff^er  mdy  "  ftiiJ  with 
liMtkitfg' tipwai^,  »nd  bis  earnest  eipec«Mtoti  may  he 
t-^dy  fo  break  forth,  in  t!ie  vroi'ds  i^Sisfiift's  motha*, 
'' Why  ii  Ms  chariot  80  loiJg  in  coming?  Whytany 
^ihe  VAeHsof  his  chnriot  ?"  Bat  wFM  SaithGod, 
by  hjjf  prophets  and  apostles^  "  Thdu^  it  tatty, 
**  wait  fdr  it,  betatiae  it  wiff  sirrely  ct^me :"  Hsb.  ii. 
3;  "  Yet  a  lHQi  while,  smd  h^  that  shalf  com«, 
"#UI  <»me:"  Heb.  x.  37.  The  "  w«d"  which 
hath  prontiised  it,  is  the  word  of  truth,  feithfuldeisg, 
kai  "  I'ightAiasnftss;"  the  attributes  df  God  ate  en- 
gaged for  i(s  aceotnplijAment,  and  he  cannot  deny 

I^.  Deal  jMfk  thy  servAnt  aeconUttg  itHio  tky 
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iMfcy^  And  teaek  tne  thy  Hc^Mtes.     IStk  Ittta  tHy 
aeNftmi :  gis6  me  HUd^rsUxnding,  that  I  fiM.y  kho^ 

The  i!0ti«iderati6tt,  ttiAt  we  are  the  "  servtttiti"  Af 
6ddj  if  indeed  we  Kc&m,  will  always  be  bdccessFuIfy 
fil-ged  to  (hebtat  of  mastnra^  ss  an  ai^gatatitt  wby  b« 
ftHoukl  "  ddal  wkh  m  aocerding  tE«  Bid  utspDy,"  Hi 
the  pardoning  of  our  offences;  "  teacb  fis  hfe^tatotife," 
that  w«  may  know  &Ad  A9  tiid  will  •  aivd  fttetriuil  ns 
in  his  "  tesUmonies/  Uittt  wd  H&iy  belit^ve  aright  coti- 
cenliagb{In^ 

126.  It  ii  time  for  thee,  LorDj  2o  work :  fte:  M^ 

The  "  law"  ef  God  "  '\»  made  f  oMt"  by  those  Wh6 
deny  H8  authority,  or  tts  obli^tion  •  by  those  who 
wttder  it  of  aone  efiott  througtl  their  ti^ditions,  c« 
their  lives.  Whetl  a  it^lu^  of  wick^ditem  and  ini^ 
piety  enitfriiig  at  these  gat^s,  hath  ovet^heliAed  (I 
lam)^  "It  IS  tim^  for  the  Lord  to  vi'ork ;"  the  great 
Uwginv  will  then  exert  bid  poWer,  and  Vindicate  hia 
Urtbority  speedily.  Th«»e  is  a  tiftrtain  Ai^aaure'  tS 
iniquity,  which  trteen  eouitniiaitieaj  9t  Irtdividaals 
Mspectively.  have  filled  up,  tile  destroying  ahgd 
tomes  fevth,  and  eiteemes  bis  commissioAi  Ho# 
oo^t  a  man  to  f^af,  test  the  ^xt  sin  he  contmitb 
■hcttM  fill  up  his  raeasare,  and  seal  his  et^rAiI  doom ! 

127.  TheTefore  I  love  thy,  a>minanditteiitg  above 
gold;  yea,  above  fine  gold. 

.As    the    widEedness   of   those    increaseth  who 

"  make  void  the  divine  law,"  the  ae^  and  "  love**  of 

believers  should  inci^ease  iu  propc^kih,  to  stem  tha 

torrent ;  and  thitf  Aiay  be  dMe  to  K  sAfpHsiitg  Oegte^, 

cc2 

L.,l,z<,.f,C00gIf 


MS  A  COUNENTARY  [r»MM  11». 

by  a  few  penpni,  who,  after  the  example  of  the  6nt 
ChristiBiu,  can  forsake  all,  to  follow  Iheir  Master ; 
who  have  the  sense  and  the  courage  to  prefer  truth, 
vindom,  holinetSj  and  heaven,  to  ialsehood,  folly, 
SID,  and  the  world ;  who  can  resolutely  reject  the 
glittering  templatioDi  and  say.  wi^out  hypocrisy,  to 
their  G(>d,  "  I  love  thy  commaadmenta  abovegold; 
*'  yea,  above  fine  gold." 

12S.  2fter«/ere  ZMfedm  aU  thypreeeji(«  coaceni- 
iDgcUthiagstobertgAt;  or,  Iherefore.ali  thy  pre- 
cis, even  all,  have  I  improved  ;  and  /  katp  eoery 
feJsetoay.  :         ,        ,. 

For  the  same  reason  that  the  diildnHk  of  God,  in 
the  wcHTst  of  times,  "  love  his  coiamandnints,"  they 
love  them  "  all,"  not  ob«erving  su<fb  only  as  they 
^n  observe  without  giving  offence,  bat,  regardless 
of  the  censures  of  the  world,  doing  their  duty  in 
every  particular ;  not  "  hating"  some  "  evil  ways," 
and  at  the  same  time  walking  in  othen,  but  extend- 
1^  and  manifesting  their  aversion  to  all  alike.  Of 
ftvch  persons  it  is  evident,  that  they  make  a  conscience 
of  theirdoings,  and  their  conduct  appears  to  be  uni- 
form; the  ^versary  will  have  no  evil.tluDg  to  say 
of  them ;  they  will  do  real  service  to  the  cause  which 
tiiey  maintain ;  and,  afiter  having  honoured  their 
Master  before  men,  they  will  by  him  be  honrared 
before  men  an^.fUigelB.       . 

PE.— PART  XVll. 

129.  2%y  fesftmonies  are  wonderful :  thtntifim 
4Btk  ngr  soul  keep,  w,  ^bt^rve,  them., 
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The  Scriptures  are  "  wonderful,"  with  respect  to 
the  matter  which  tiiey  contain,  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  written,  and  the  effects  which  they  produce. 
They  contain  the  eublimest  spiritaal  truths,  veiled 
under  external  ceremonies  and  sacraments,  fignratiTe 
descriptions,  typical  histories,  parables,  similitudes, 
&c.  When  properly  opened  and  enforcedi  they  ter- 
rify and  humble,  they  convert  and  transfc^m,  they 
console  and  strengthen.  Who  but  most  delight  to 
study  and  to  "  observe"  these  "  testimonies"  of  the 
will  and  the  wisdom,  the  love  and  the  power,  of  God 
most  high  *  While  we  have  these  holy  writings,  let 
OS  not  waste  our  time,  misemploy  our  thoughts,  and 
prostitute  our  admiration,  by  doating  on  human 
follies,  and  wondering  at  human  trifles. 

13U.  The  mirance  of  thy  words  giveth  Ught;  U 
giveth  understanding  to  the  timple. 

The  Scriptures  are  the  appointed  means  of  "  en- 
"  lightening"  the  mind  with  true  and  saving  know- 
ledge. They  show  ns  what  we  were,  what  we  are, 
and  what  we  shall  be ;  they  show  us  what  God  hath 
done  for  us,  and  what  be  expecteth  us  to  do  for  him ; 
they  show  us  the  adversaries  we  have  to  encounter, 
and  how  to  encounter  them  with  success ;,  they  show 
ns  the  mercy  and  the  justice  of  the  Lord,  the  joys 
of  heaven,  and  the  pains  of  hell.  Thus  will  they 
"  give  to  the  simple,"  in  a  few  days,  an  "  undeii- 
"  standing"  of  those  mattera,  which  philosc^hy^  for 
whole  centuries,  sought  in  vain. 

131.  iMpenedtmfiMtUk  and  panted:  for  XUmged 
for  thy  commandments. 

An  eastern  traveller,  fatigued  through  tml,  and 


^cbv  Google 


am  A  OOUUBNTA&¥  [PBALH 110. 

perohefl  by  bmt,  doth  not,  with  more  Tehament  de- 
lire,  gaap  for  the  cooling  breeze,  than  the  servant  at 
God,  in  Ume  of  temptiiicm  and  trouble,  '*  pantetii'' 
sAer  that  spiritofmfiraBbnent  and  consaJation,  which 
bre^bes  ia  the  ScriptureB  of  tmtfa.  The  affecticm 
are  the  ipiinga  of  hapian  actions  {  no  argomeiTtfl  an 
needful  to  impel,  and  no  difficulties  are  snflicient  to 
r^ard,  the  man  who  is  in  pursuit  of  an  object  wbiiA, 
with  all  his  heart,  he  loves  and  "  longs  for."  How 
happy  is  it  when  heaven,  instead  of  earth,  is  that 
object. 

IS^  Look  thomtpemmt,  and  bewiereifiUuHtamg, 
as  thou  UMtl  to  da  ut^to  those  that  Utte  thgf  nam*. 

A  cfaikt  of  God  is  never  so  much  afflicted,  as  wh«i 
bis  heavenly  Father  seemeth,-  for  a  time,  to  havt 
turned  away  bis  fiu»  firoin  him.  All  lessef  troubles 
vanish,  when  God  deth  but  vpvebsafe  a  "  look"  of 
paternal  compassion.  And  since  tbe  lew  of  Je- 
hovah tp  his  people  is  unchangeable  aa  bis  nature, 
mercies  formerly  riiown  to  others  are  most  fon;ib^ 
urged  by  the  Psalmist  iq  his  petition  fi»  the  like  j 
"  Be  meroiftd  unto  me,  ps  thou  usest  to  do  nnte  those 
**  that  love  thy  name." 

133,  Order  wgf  attps  in  thy  word;  and  let  not 
t^  iniquity  have  dominion  pver  me. 

By  the  instruction  of  his  "  word,''  God  biingeth 
us  into  the  way  of  life ;  by  the  ^ds  of  his  grace  he 
"  directeth'*  ai)d  *'  supportetb"  our  •*  steps"  in  tkat 
way,  enabling  us,  as  we  proceed,  to  oveFcorac  tbe 
■ins  which  do  beset  us,  so  that  ^ey  prevail  not  to 
turn  us  back,  or  to  make  us  desist  from  tracing 
toward  tiie  city  ef  our  etemd  Mntation. 
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134l  Dether  7ne  from /the  fippreagion^  man: -80 
tDill  I  keep  thy  preeeptfi. 

He  truly  Jovetfi  iCpoid,  who  requ^teth  "  deliver* 
*'^ace"  from  "^prefsftHt"  and  penecuibtoa,  that 
he  may  «^n  enj#y  ti^  ^portun^W.  i«if  '*  k^e^g 
"  fais  precepts,"  wd  pf«ervifigiiini-w«tlK>«t<(Hstt»c* 
(ion.  Afld  gmtLtud*  fpr  his  delivenuiee  will  be,  wiUi 
nich  9n  one,  ftn  additi<Hut|  reasw  for  vsip^  those 
oppprtuaities,  whjsa  tiiey  are  r^tored^  t9  tiiebetf 
arfrwitsge, 

135.  ]^<fke  thy  face  to  skim  up99  thy  0ervaHt  c 
and  (edcA  iw  thy  %tMMte%. 

The  flBwe  sentimeajt  is  Ag»ifi  .eivp^eased  in  differeat 
langna^.  The  Psalmist  prayeth  ftv  a  retura  of  ibe 
divine  favoar,  and  for  better  days,  that  in  peace  and 
tranquillity  J^e  may  Ifiprn  sji^  do  tjae  will  of  God. 
Tribulation  is  a  dark  and  tempestuous  night ;  but 
«Iishov;ah  lOauBeik  **  his  &ee  to  shine"  upisn  his  ^peo- 
ple,  and  the  effects  are  like  thoae  prodused  by  the 
mm  Bt  bis  rising,  when  ttniTeml  nature  rerives  and 
n^oiees,  and  deads  and  darkness  fly  away. 

136.  Rivera  of  wotera  run  <lowt  mute  ofea^  b*- 
auue  tk^  ketp  not  thy  lam. 

David,  itIm,  ituoogh  this  wfaide  ^alni,  so  often 
and  BO  ardently  beieediedi  God  "  to  teach  him  his 
"  slatHtcs,"  ded^ietb  in  this  verse  fals  continual  grioT 
Af  heart,  occasioned  by  seeing  others  break  Chose  sta- 
Cuteia.  Tfans  Lot,  among  the  Sodomites,  was  "  vciked 
**  finra  dity  t9  day,"  not  so  much  at  tibeir  umi|^  of 
tiinwdt  89  at  "  seeing  and  hearing  tbek  unlttvif«t 
'^' deeds :"  %  Pet,  ii.  8.  TIum  Jeremiah  tcMeth  the 
ungodly  of  his  Mme,  "  If  ye  will  not  hear,  my  soul 
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"  rinll  weep  in  secret  pHtcea  for  yottr  pride;  and 
"  mine  eyes  shall  weep  sore,  and  run  down  witli 
"  tears :"  Jer.  xiii.  17.  Thus  the  holy  Jesus  "  look- 
"  ed  round  about  on  the  Pharisees,  being  grieved 
"  for  the  hardness  of  their  hearts/'  Mark  iii.  5.  ; 
and  "  wept  over"  a  city  which  had  always  peree- 
GOted,  and  was  then  about  to  crucify  him,  because  it 
"  knew  not  the  things  which  belonged  to  iU  peace :" 
Luke  xix.  41.  Accept,  O  Lord,  the  tears  which 
our  blessed  Redeemer  shed,  in  the  days  of  his  flesh; 
for  us,  who  should,  but  alas !  too  often  cannot,  weep 
for  our  brethren,  or  for  ourselves ;  and  give  us,  at 
least,  the  grace  of  holy  mourning,  which  in  thy  sight 
is  oi  great  price. 

TZADDI.— PART  XVIIL 

.137.  R^hteoiu  art  thou,  O  Lou>,  and  vprigU 
are  thy  judgements. 

This  portion  of  our  Psalm  is  employed  in  ceklnat- 
ing  the  righteousness  of  God,  manifested  to  us  by  his 
word,  and  by  bis  dispensatioDS,  which  tiiat  word  both 
recordeth  and  explaineth.  It  is  said  of  the  empeior 
Mauritius,  that,  upon  seeing  all  his  chfl^«n  slain  be- 
fore  his  lace>  at  the  commaDd  of  that  bloody  tyrant 
and  uaurptr,  Pfaocas,.  himself  expecting  the  next 
strdte,  with  a  pholosophy  truly  divioe,  he  exclaimed 
aiuud,  in  these  words  of  David,  "  Righteous  ait 
"  tbou,  O  Lord,  and  uprig^  are  thy  judgements*;" 
By  futh  he  was  assured  of  this  great  truth,  and  nobly 
cmfessed  it,  notwithstanding  all  appearances  to  the 

*  Barou.  AddsI.  ad  Aud.  60S. 
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contrary.  The  last  day  will  demonilrBte  the  tame 
thing  to  the  whole  worid,  and  open  tiie  mouths  <if 
men  and  angels  to  declare,  concerning  dl  the  dinne 
proceedings,  what  the  good  Maaritios  acknovriedged, 
at  the  time,  with  regard  to  the  murder  of  his 
diildren. 

138.  7%  testimoniea,  that  thou  hatt  commanded, 
are  righteous  and  venffaithfuL 

TheTevelations  of  God's  will  are  "  righteousness" 
and  "truth;"  his  commands  are  just,  and  ought  td 
be  obeyed ;  his  promises  and  his  threatenings  will 
infidlibly  come  to  pass,  and  deserve,  above  all  things, 
to  be  regarded. 

139.  My  zeal  hath  consumed  me  ;  becatue  mine 
enemies  have  forgotten  thy  words. 

"  Zeal"  is  a  high  degree  of  love ;  and  when  the 
object  of  that  love  is  ill  treated,  it  ventetb  itself  in  a 
mixture  of  grief  and  indignation,  which  are  sufficient 
to  wear  and  "  consume"  the  heart.  This  will  be  the 
caw,  where  men  rightly  conceive  of  that  dishonour 
w4iich  is  continually  done  to  God  by  creatures  whom 
he  hath  made  and  redeemed.  But  never  could  the 
verse  be  uttered,  wirti  such  fulness  of  truth  and  pro- 
priety, l^any  one,  as  by  the  Son  of  God,  who  had 
Budi  a  sense  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  of  man's  sin, 
as  no  person  else  ever  had.  And,  acccu^ingly,  when 
his  zeal  had  exerted  itself  in  purging  the  temple, 
St  John  tells  us,  "  his  disciples  remembered  that  it 
"  was  written,  The  zeal  of  thine  house  hath  eaten  me 
"  up."  The  place  where  it  is  so  written,  is  Psalm 
Ixtx.  9-  and  the  passage  is  exactly  parallel  to  this 
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140,  ngi  word  w  vtry  pv^i  Iher^ore  t^  9«r>- 
v<mt  lovtih  it. 

"  Thy  ward  w  yiery  p»re,''  in  the  orig^iwl.  "  tried, 
**  rftfiOcil,  ptori&ed,  like  gtdd  in  tint  furnace ;"  bJmot 
lutely.  pfffsotg,  wjlfaoiit  the  dro«s  of  vanity  and  &1JU 
biiityj  which  rans  tbrongh  human  writings.  Th* 
iBor9  WA  try  tbe  promiaes,  the  «urer  we  Bhiit  find 
them  *.  This  pare  word  haUi  likewiie  ta  it  a  power 
c^piudfying  us.  ItcontainetJipreoeiptBiuidexaffiples 
of  purity,  belpB  and  esoewageiaeKts  to  purity,  ami 
tli0  Spirit  of  [Muity  goeth  wkfa  it,  ond  worketh  by  it 
"  Tbenefore  thy  swraat  loretfa  it ;"  aad  no  one,  trat 
a  true  serrant  of  God,  can  "  therefore"  loye  it,  be- 
mwe  it  if  pare ;  «iiK«  kfi  who  loves  it  mvat  deeif  e  to 
be  like  it,  to  feel  its  .^Bcaey,  to  be  iKforimed  by  U.  w»d 
copfprmed  to  it- 

HI-  Ivmsmaliottddetpietd:  t/etdoTiot  Ifvrr 
g-et  iky  pr^q»t$. 

Faithfubwas  to  Ci«id  nrill  o^ea  reduce  ntm  ifi 
4trait«,  and  bring  upon  them  the  contempt  of  Abe 
world ;  biippy  are  they  who,  under  thoae  difficuUiss 
and  diacvvragenwiits,  "*  foi^t  not  liis  preceptB,"  but 
rtiti  icoi)tii)0«  fikitl^l,  lookiog  unto  Jewu,  who  ooee 
"  endured  the  i^ow,  daipifuig  the  jifaane,  and  is  99* 
"  «et  dow*  at  tbe  rigbit  hand  of  God."  Heb.  xh.  gl 

142,  3%  rigiiefni8ne$8  is  an  everla^trng  r^ir 
teoumetg,  mtd  thjf  law  te  the  trmtk. 

Men  foayxtoefee  wickedneMby  a  law,  nriUie>y  may 

*  Puie  goU  is  §0  fiacd,  diat  BMr||aave  infvnw  us  of  an  pmux 
of  it  wt  in  tk*  «y«  of  »  gtaa»-fun>ape  )G»r  \v9  mwths,  without 
losing  a  single  grain. 
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change  tiieir  decrees,  and,  with  them,  what  was  right 
to-day,  may  be  wrpng  to-oiprrow.  But  the  law  of 
God  is  "  rigbteousnesB,"  and  it  is  "  truth,"  to-day, 
and  for  ever.  Hi^  justice,  gobdn^tp,  apd  fidelity,  are 
unchangeable  ;  he  will  never  forsake  ns,  nnless  we 
for^dce  hiip,  bijt  will  jremeinb^  H^  in  our  lowest 
«4tAte,  if,  in  that  estate,  we  "  do  »ot  ftnrgp*  hi^  prf 
"  cept9." 

lis.  Trouble  and  mgUHk  have  taken  hold  uppn, 
*tr,  hav^fovnd  tm,  yet  (%  wmmandmerU^  are  n^ 

We  need  not  take  pains,  as  qnany  d<>,  "  to  find 
"  tronbl^  and  augnish,"  for  they  will  one  dpy  "  fl"^ 
"  HB."  In  tii»t  day,  the  reTcl^tions  of  God  must  be 
to  ps  in.stead  pf  all  worldly  "  delights"  and  pleaanres, 
which  will  tben  have  forsaken  us ;  and  how  forlont 
ftnd  desol&te  will  be  onr  state,  if  we  shall  liave  no 
other  delights,  no  other  pleasures,  to  succeed  t^^i», 
&pd  to  accoiqppqy  us  into  eternity  I  Ia\  QUr  st^dy  b« 
i)Ow  in  the  Scriptures,  if  we  expect  our  cpfQfp]^  from 
tbem  in  time  to  come. 

\^,  Ike  T%ghieousne»»  of  thy  testivi¥^U»  it  e^Vf'- 
lasting :  give  me  understanding,  and  J  shall  liw. 

In  every  sense,  O  |jQFd  Jesa,  thy  right^ovvn^W  io 
•f  pv^i^gting:"  Gr9ntV8the"undAntan4ing"of  it, 
vn  *very  seixe,  and  we  "  phalUi¥B,"  in  th«e  now,  an4 
with  thee  fpr  ewr. 
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TWMSTY-SIXTH  DAT.— EVENING  PRAVER. 

KOPH.— PART  XIX. 

14b.  /  cried  with  mj  whole  heart ;  hear  me,  O 
LoKD :  /  wtU  keep  thy  8tatute$.  146.  /  cried  tmfo 
thee;  save  me,  and  I  shall  keep  thy  testimonies. 

Believers,  in  time  of  affliction,  make  their  prayer 
to  God  with  ferrour  and  importunity,  petitioning  far 
deliverance,  that  they  may  ihe  better  serve  their  De- 
liverer, and  keep  hia  laws. 

157.  I  prevented  the  dawning  of  the  morning, 
and  cried:  I  hoped  in  thy  word.  148.  Mine  eyea 
prevent  the  night  watchest  that  I  might  meditate 
in  thy  word. 

It  is  a  certain  sign  that  onr  hearts  are  set  upon  a 
work,  when  the  thoughts  of  it  cause  sleep  to  depart 
from  us,  and  we  awake  readily,  constantly,  and  eariy, 
to  the  performance  of  it.  David  delighted  in  Hit 
holy  exercises  of  prayerand  meditation ;  therefore  he 
**  prevented  the  dawning  of  the  morning,"  and  was 
beforehand  with  the  light  itself;  therefore  his  "  eyes 
*•  prevented  the  watches,"  that  is,  the  last  of  those 
watches,  into  which  the  night  vras  by  the  Jevn  di- 
vided ;  he  needed  not  the  watchman's  call,  but  was 
stirring  before  it  could  be  given.  Climate  and  con- 
stitution will,  doubtless,  make  a  difference,  and  claim 
considerable  allovrance ;  but  by  Christians,  who  enjoy 
their  health,  in  temperate  weaUier,  the  sun  should  not 
be  suffered  to  shine  in  vain,  nor  the  golden  hours  of 
die  morning  to  glide  away  unimproved;  since  of 
8 
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I^vid'B  Ixurd,  as  nell  as  of  David,  it  Jt  stud,  "  in 
"  the  morning  rising  up,  a  great  while  before  day^ 
**  he  went  out  and  departed  into  a  solitary  place;  and 
"  there  prayed."    Marfc  i.  35. 

149.  Hear  my  voice,  according  unto  ihy  loving 
JAtdnesB :  O  Loed,  quieken  me  according  to  U^ 
judgement,  that  is,  iky  word.  150.  They  dram  nigk 
that  follow  after  mischief:  th^  are  far  from  thy 
2aw.  151.  Thou  art  near,  O  howa ;  and  all  thy 
commandmenta  are  truths 

Jf  oar  enemies  ^'  draw  nigh"  to  destroy  os^  God 
ii.  still  "  near«r"  to  preserve  ns ;  and,  however  bis 
"  word'*  may  be  reeled  by  the  wicked,  the  fiuthfiil 
always  find  it  to  be  "true,"  to  tbein  great  and  end- 
less eomfort 

153.  Concerning  thy  testimonies,  I  have  knoum 
pfcid,  that  thou  hast  founded  them  for  ever. 
r .  ^bts  portion  of  our  Psalm  endeth  v^  the  triumph 
of  &ith'  over  all  dangers  and  temptations.  *'  Con- 
/'  cerning  thy  testimonies,"  the  revelations  of  thy 
will,  thy  counsels  for  the  salvation  of  tby  Bervants,  - 
"  I  .have  known  of  >old,"  by  faith,  and  by  my  own 
experience,  as  well  as  that  of  others,  "  that  thou  bast 
"  founded  them  for  ever;"  they  are  unalterable  and 
everlaating  as  the  attributes  of  their  great  Author,  and 
can  never  fail  those  who  rely  upon  them,  in  time,  or 
in  eternity. 

RESH.-PART  XX. 

.  153-  Conmder  none  afflieti^,  and  deUvfirme  : 
for  I  do  not  forget  thy  law. 
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t  It  ii  haniy  wlkn  our  "  afflloliomr'  d*  dot  ndtt 
M  fie  '<  forg^  the  law  of  Giod  ;"  then  have  we  coa- 
ftd«ie«  lowsFd  turn  id  ov  prbycn,  thtt  be  will 
"  cojisider"  and  regard  Our  rtafferings^  b»  he  dkl  IbMe 
of  IffirAel  in  S^ypW  itnd  owne  dowD  to  "  daliver"  as 
oat  of  til  oor  tionUes ;  for  Israel  is  stUI  is  ^ypt« 
while  the  cfaartih  i*  in  the  woiM ;  hat  let  ui  RndM*' 
hit  the  proKiaCi  and  H^oice  in  hope. 

154ti  Flead  tag^  tause,  and  deUot^meT  futclM)! 
me  according  to  thy  word*  ■ .  ■ 
.  God  is  the  I^trort  of  hispeofde,  (o  **  plead"  Ibeir 
f  came  >"  their  Redeemer,  to  "■  ddlhrer*'  theM  oat 
of  ttodUcB ;  the  Author  aild  Foimtain  sf  tHfihr  Kfe; 
to  "  qaicken"  and  sapport  them.  We  aiay,  (Jhr» 
fore,  have  recourse  to  him  at  oil  times,  ta  tefAdro)- 
«ate>-  k  Saviour,  aad  a  O0tufort)£r>  for  thfi  dtfefici  ^ 
our  casM,  the  deliverabcv  of  our  penoHs^  aMttlitt 
tiupport  of  our. hearts.  AudaUthiB,  "aeiKirdiDg  to 
'f: his  word,"  i« which  he  hath  ea§agied  thae  topatito- 
nize,  to  rescue,  and  to  Btreugthen,  tbow  who  trust  iti 
hiiD,  and  apply  to  him. 

:.■■  15&*  Salvation  is  far  fr(/m  the  wkked;  for  th^ 
■—dt  not  thystatates. 

The  "  salvation"  which  is  nigh  to  the  futhfinl,  bC' 
cause  they  diligently  and  earnestly  seek  to  know  and 
ito  do  the  will  of  God  revealed  to  them  in  his  word, 
is  "  iar  from  the  wicked,"  because  "  they  sesh  nM  Us 
"  statutes,"  nor  concern  themselves  to  know  Yibat 
'  they  are,  much  less  to  observe  and  practise  them. 

156.  Great  are  thy  tender  mercies,  O'Lobo: 
guickm  me  U&ootdhig  t^  tkyjkdgemeilts,  thtrt  is, 
thy  tvord.     157.  Mar^  ttt  n^  petitevitats,  and 
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MHtM*.  ' :  158<  i  bsbdd  the  ^amgr«emni»,  mid  wm 
gtiped;  bicdmae  th^  keptnei  th^wtrd* 

P»t«e6btioti  teitifitetb  men  tod|Hwtaay«  Hilci'ivtbtt 
grein  (Hal  «€  our  fidelity  to  OockHiM)  to  his  wopd^  H« 
Wbo;  irt  Aitih  cfreuiti^taflcesyfdi^tettvtiiB  own  sutStr- 
iagk,  to>c6mi»iscirate  ihs  ai»  wnd  foHy  ef  bis  pereecu- 
tore,  ie  a  true  follower,  a»  Dbvid'  ma  a  fonmnnev  ti 
Jristt^Cdrtflt:    ■  ■         "'.,  \  V  . 

159.  Cotmder  horn  Ilove  thy  precqtts :  quickmi 
me,  O  IjMd,  atea^^ng  t»  %  tavkig'  kindnHas. 
160.  Th^wotd  i»  ff^  ftow  the  beginiam^  :  atid 
e^eh/orieiffthyriglitMMJudgemetUa  6tHbrelh/(H> 

It  U  observable  how  the  PsaliAiBt  ddj^teth  to 
dw^lF  Wi  .tttftEfe  fWtf  sWeeii  a^e»^  ttM  'Movhig  fcitid- 
"nees"  of  God  in  [rfomt^tig  salnttiM,  ao^^Mi 
**ttafh'^mthe  t&astAnt  perCorttMiee  df  that  promise 
ti^hU  church,  iViiilesfttf  "  W^fr"  and  adhere»tobia 
"  pteceptfl.-  Thos  it  htfth  bsen  "  from  the  begin. 
'*  ning','^  dnd  thlis  it  «ri\l  be,  ttTltil  the  Wbdl^  coonMl 
6f  hearen  sbatl-M  lengfb  be  falBHed,  by  tbe  resuRee* 
tion  and  salvation  of  the  jUst. 

SCHIN. --PARI*  XXI. 

161.  Prvweahitveperaecutedmewithoutaeauae: 
but  my  heart  standeth  in  awe  qf  thy  icord.  163. 1 
r^ice  at  thy  word,  as  one  thai Jmdeth  great  spoU. 

David  was  "  persecuted,"  bySaal  and  his  asso- 
ciates, "  wiUiout  a  cause."  The  life  of  Saul  was 
^^ared  by  bim,  because  "  he  fitood  in  awe  of  God's 
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"  word,"ftikd  prefened  the  coiafortaUe  reflectioD  of 
baving obeyed  iU  iDJaactions,  to  all  the  "  spoil."  aad 
to  those  many  advaotageB,  tliat  ironkl  have  accrned 
to  him,  by  the  overUirow  and  death  of  his  implacable 
advenary,  who  acknowledged,  upon  the  occasioa, 
"  Thoa  art  more  righteous  than  I :"  1  Sam.  x»r.  17. 
The  sufferings  of  the  body  are  soon  over ;  the  jcfs 
of  conacience  have  no  end. 

163.  /  hate  and  abkor  lying  :  but  tAy  lav  Jo  I 
Ine. 

.The word  of  truth  k  the  ptoper  olgect  of  our 
"  love,"  and  every  thing  wbich  is  cxHitrary  to  it  de- 
■erreth  onr  "  hatiwd  and  ahhorrenee.;"  nor  is  life  it- 
self worth  preserving,  at  the  expense  either  of  oar 
faith  or  oiir  virtue.  .    . 

.  164'.  Seven  times  a  dagf  do  Ipraiae  thee,  beeaim 
^.  t^  righteous  judgements. 
■  They  who,  like  David,  during  the  time  of  penecu- 
tion  and  affliction,  put  their  trust  in  God,  and  wait 
bis  decision  of  their  cause,  wilt  always  find  reason,  as 
David  did,  to  "  praise  him  seven  times  a  day,"  or 
continually,  for  bis  just  decrees  and  "  righteoos 
"judgments"  concerning  them. 

165.  Great  peace  have  th^  which  love  thg  law : 
and  nothing  shall  offend  them. 

Amidst  the  storms  and  tempests  of  tiie  worid, 
Utiere  is  a  perfect  calm  in  the  breasts  of  those  who 
hot  only  do  the  wiU  of  God,  but  "  lore"  to  do  it 
They  are  at  peace  with  God,  by  the  blood  of  ream* 
ciliation ;  at  peace  with  themselves,  by  the  answer  of 
a  good  conscience,  and  the  subjection  of  those  desires 
which  war  against  tlie  soul ;  at  peace  with,  all  men. 
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by  tbe  spirit  of  charity ;  and  the  whde  ovation  is  so 
at  peace  with  them,  Uiat  all  things  work  togetJier  for 
their  good.  No  external  troubles  can  rob  them  of 
tliB  "  great  peace,"  no  "  offences"  or  stumbling- 
blodu,  which  are  thrown  in  their  way  by  persecution 
or  temptation,  by  the  malice  of  enemies  or  the  apos- 
tasy of  friends,  by  any  thing  which  they  see,  hear  of, 
or.  feel,  can  detain  or  divert  them  from  their  course. 
Heavenly  love  surmounts  every  obstacle,  and  runs 
with  delight  the  way  of  G<|d's  commandments. 

166.  Lord,  /  have  hoped  for  thy  salvation,  arid 
dene  thy  commandm^tts. 

This  is  the  true  posture  of  a  Christian,  in  which 
he  need  not  fear  to  be  found  by  his  last  and  great 
enemy,  death,  "  doing"  his  duty,  and  "  hoping"  for 
salvation-  from  the  person  who  is  his  Maker,  as  well 
as  his  Redeemer,  and  who,  consequently,  expecteth 
to  be  obeyed,  no  less  than  to  be  believed  in. 

167.  My  soul  hath  kept  thy  testimonies,  and  I 
lave  them,  exceedingly.  168.  /  have  kept  thy  pre- 
cepts and  thy  testimonies :  for  all  my  ways  are  be- 
fore thee. 

The  "  love  of  Gods  testimonies,"  and  the  consi- 
deration, that  all  "  our  ways  are  before  him,"  and 
subject  to  his  immediate  inspection,  are  two  power- 
ful motives  to  obedience.  The  plea  of  having 
"  kept  the  divine  precepts,"  &c.  in  the  mouth  of 
David,  or  any  other  believer,  intendeth  sincerity, 
not  perfection,  and  is  alleged  as  an  evidence  of 
grace,  not  as  a  claim  of  merit.  Christ  alone  kept 
the  old  law,  and'  he  enabletli .  us  to  obsOTve  the 
new. 

TOL  II.  D  d 
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169.  Lit  nOf  cry  tome  near  befor*  f  JUe,  O  Ldb*  : 
give  me  undervtan^g  aetwding  to  thy  warA. 
170.  Let  m/  aupj^atum  eome  b^ore  thee :  deH'- 
ver  me  aecording  Id  tluf  wvrA. 

TltePaalinist  still  eonUtnidth  inftantin  pnyerfor 
**  todetsCaridin^,"  to  direct  Urn  In  tke  midst  of  dm- 
gera  and  MmjttatkiM,  Mvi  fot "  dehmUice"  6u<  of 
them  All,  wheA  Octd  sball  see  fit  Co  acKim}>lisfa  the 
promisefl  made  in  his  "woFd."  TlKWeftnrUetti«g«» 
Ah  tvhieh  a  tnan  canAol  be  too  frequent^  or  too  ear- 
nest ift  his  petitions  to  the  thmne  of  heaven. 

171.  M^  Up6  shall  tttttt  praUdt  viken  tkou  kmtt 
Idtight  me  thy  9to(ute9.  173.  M^  tomgue  aktdt 
apeak  ^thy  tootd:  fof  aU  th^f  totnmandmetOa  an 
Tighteougneia. 

H6  who  dMahtetd  hi«  i%qu«itg,  aod  is  made  a 
fttrtaker  of  that  ^race  Md  salvathttt  forwfaicfa  be  M 
fehrtifffly  prayed,  wilt  edify  meti,  by  Btitgiog  the 
"  praises,"  and  proclaiming  the  "  righteoiflmfiBs"  of 
God  his  Bat^ur, 

173.  Jiet  tkitte  hand  help  me :  fir  I  have  ekotm 
thy  preaepta.  174-  I  hate  Umged  far  thy  gedna- 
%khit,  6  tiOiW :  and  thy  Um  is  tMf  delights 

"  Salfctloft"  by  the  "  hand,"  or  arift  of  Jeho- 
fah  (which  is  OftM  in  Scripture  a  title  of  Mefliiah), 
hatti  bem  Ib6  chjixt  of  the  hopes,  the  desires, 
^lii  "  lottging"  exp««t«tion  of  the  feithfbl,  ft«m 
Adam  to  thi»  hotil-;  and  will  conttnoe  so  to  be>  until 
He,  who  hath  already  visited  us  in  great  humility, 
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abidl  oittie  again  lit  ^flVioa^  nMjwty^  to  complete 
ov  feden^tiony  and  tok«  tis  M  himself. 

17ft.  Xcf  m^  $<nd  li*»,  und  tf  Mb«U  jif*«lfte  fA«4  / 
Bil<2  fef  tkyjudgMtmta  ke^  me. 

Thd  "  life"  which  God  ^ntetb  8hd  ppe««rT«tft 
to  tas,  irhflthtir  it  W  the  natsral  liftt  of  %[» lH>dy;  «t 
a«  fl|iintUBl  liCft  of  the  aooI  (fet  both  kre  ftotn 
him),  flbonld  be  employed  in  *'  pralsiag"  hlk.  Thit 
return  for  his  mercies  we  are  always  ready  to  promise, 
when  we  are  in  danger,  but  often  foigetful  to  perform, 
wherl  deHVcted  oat  o<it. 

1 76.  /  have  gone  aatra^Uke  a  lest  sheep :  seek  thy 
servant ;  for  I  do  not  forget  thy  commandTnents. 

It  is  donbtful,  whether  David  here  speaks  of  his 
misery,  or  tiis  sin ;  of  his  "  wandering,"  as  an  exile 
itt  foreigtt  lands;  or  &i  his  "  going  astray"  from  the 
**  eotBtaatidtaehW  of  hifi  God,  though  he  bad  not 
wAtage&er  ^  forgottea,"  but  was  deriraua  ai  retom- 
mg  agtin  to  the  obserraBce  oi  thent,  and  therefore 
beseeches  the  great  Shepherd  to  "  seek"  and  bring 
back  his  "  lost  sheep  *."    In  the  application  of  the 

*  "  Ermvi  aicot  ovia — Omaei  nos  quasi  ovea  crravimni.'' 
ta.  liH.  01  Sed  no8  bonus  ille  Pastor  humetis  reportavit.'' 
Lm,  *V,  b.  Boannf.  Mt.  Hen«tk'i  Pocfical  PanpbrMtt  of 
this  vdM  U  M  bcantUul  and  affMtiB^  that  1  «HiK«t  r«ftain 
irom  subjoiatDg  it — 

Thine  eyet  intAtlbx  Aeep  behaU, 

W  hoK  feet  kKM  ltudar'4  frmit  tli«  IbU  : 

That,  giiidclesa,  hefptess,  atmes  id  yt&t 

To  find  ita  safe  letrcat  agEdn ; 

Now  liiletin,  tf  perthance  its  ear 

The  9K!iiltetd's^relM(ii«ttU  voice  uajr  hear; 

odS 
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passage  to  ourselves,  it  matters  not  which  interpreta- 
tion we  adopt,  since  we  are  both  sinners  and  exiles  ; 
exiles,  because  sinners  t  "  we  have  erred  and  strayed 
"  from  God's  ways,  like  kist  sheep,"  and  are,  for 
that  reason,  excluded  from  our  heavenly  city  and 
country^  to  wander  for  a  time  in  the  wilderness.  Re- 
store us,  O  JLortl  Jesu,  by  thy  gr^e  to  rigbte< 
and  by  thy  power  to  glotj! ! 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  DAY^-rrMORNItJp  PRAYER. 

PSALM  cxx,  ■ .  '  '.:. 


This,  and  the  fourteen  Poalm?,  which  fpUow.jit,  are 
entitled,  "  Psalms  of  Degree  or  of  AsceDsiont." 
For  what  reasoh  they  were,  so  called,  is  alti^tha* 
uncertain<  Certain,  hower«-,  it  is, 'that  they  are 
inost  instructive  and  pleiising  compositions,'  won- 
derfully calculated  to  elevate  the  soul  to  Crod; 
and  that  the  Christian,  as  he  proceeds  from  one 
degree  of  virtue  to  another,  in  bis  way  towards 
eternal  felicity,  cannot  employ  himself  bett!»  thu 
in  meditation  on  them.     In  the  first  of  these 

Now,  as  the  tempcBta  round  il  blow, 
la  pUiDtive  accentt  veota  it>  woe. 
GrcKt  Rukr  of  this  earthly  ball. 
Do  thorn  my  erring  steps  recall : 
O  seek  thou  him  who  thee  has  sought. 
Nor  tnnu  from  tby  decrees  his  thought. 
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Psalms,  the  Author,  most  probably  Dstid-,  com- 
plaineth  of  the  falsehood,  the  treachery,  and  the 
Violence  of  men,  amongst  whom  he  grieveth  that 
his  pilgrimage  is  prolonged. 

I.  Inmif  diBtreas,  I  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  he 
heard  me.  3.  Deliver  my  soiU,  O  Lohd,  from 
lying  lips,  and  from  a  deceitfid  tongue. 

The  Prophet  relateth  the  success  of  his  prayer 
made  to  Jehovah  in  time  of  trouble.  He  "  cried,'* 
and  was  "  heard."  The  particular  species  of  trouble, 
under  which  he  then  laboured,  was  that  caused  by  the 
malice  and  treachery  of  his  adversaries,  who  either 
with-"  lying  lips"  bfflre  false  witness  against  him,  or 
with  a  "  deceitful  tongue"  tried  to  ensnare  him,  and 
to  draw  something  from  him,  on  which  they  might 
ground  an  accusation.  Thus  the  Jews  dealt  with 
Christ ;  and  men  of  their  cast  and  complexion  have, 
in  aU  ages,  dealt  thus  with  his  true  followers.  From 
such  "  lips,"  and  such  "  tongues,"  God  only  can 
"  deliver"  the  persons  and  the  reputations  of  the 
most  innocent. 

3.  What  shall  be  given  unto  thee !  or  what  shall 
be  doTtp  unto  thee,  thou  false  tongue?  4,  Sharp 
arrows  of  the  mighty,  with  coals  of  juniper. 
'  Some  render  the  first  of  these  two  verses  a  little 
differently  :  "  What  shall  a  felse  tongue  give  thee, 
'  **  or  what  shall  it  add  to  thee  f"  The  sense  will  be 
much  the  same,  whether  the  Psalmist  be  supposed  to 
address  his  question  to  the  false  tongue,  br  to  him 
who  is  the  owner  of  it.  The  purport  of  the'question 
plainly  is  this :  WbaC profit  or  advantage  do  you  eic- 
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I>e«t  Ip  i«^  frov  4b»  prnetiee  of  lying  and  idboikr- 
ingP  what  will  at  lasl  be  it«  en4  and  its  reward? 
Then  followeth  the  aa^wer :  "  Shaip  ajrows  of  the 
"  mighty  one,"  113^  who  is  the  avenger  of  trnlh  and 
innoceDce;  with  a  fire  that  bDrns  fiercely,  and  bnrns 
long,  like  that  which  M«a  madq  q{  '*  jmUper,"  or 
■orpa  wood  n«d  in  thoic  dayn  jr* marlubj^  fw  in* 
creasing  and  retaining  heat ;  ptmishnienta  jwtly  inr 
flicted  mi  a  toqgie^  the  word?  pf  which  hav«  bfen 
teen  and  killing  as  anowo,  and  whi^  by  it?  lies  and 
calamnies,  hath  contribated  to  set  tha  w«a4d  on  fir& 
WereadnitbcGospel.RfoiKwhoexclaiRwd,  "Send 
"  lAzarai^  that  he  may  dip  tbe  tip  of  his  finger  in 
"  water,  and  cwA  my  n>noii«;  for  I  am  tormented 
"  in  this  vMMs." 

5.  Woe  ia  me  that  J  aiijovnt  m  Messeh^  that  I 
dv^  in  the  tents  tf  K^dar ! 

The  Psalmist  lamenteth  hi*  long  continpancv 
among  those  de<:e<tiul  and  malicious  m^,  whom  be 
compareth  to  the  wildt  barbaroas,  and  idolabrona 
Arabs,  the  descendants  af  "  ICedar/'  the  son  of  Ish- 
mad  :  Gen.  zxv.  13.  The  former  part  of  the  verse 
is,  witfi  greater  propriety  perhaps,  Tendered,  by  many 
of  the  trandatorsaod  espositars,  tbna:  ^'  Woe  is  me 
"  that  my  sqjoiirniDg;  19  pn^nged— "  "WO  *n*13  *5, 
"  I  dwel^  or,  my  dwelHpg  ia^  among  the  tents  of 
"  Kedar."  When  onr  Lord  was  npon  earth,  the 
Jews  were  become  the  spiritval  IshmaeliteSf  sons  of 
the  bond-womaUj  persecutors  of  the  sons  oi  tha  free- 
woman,  and  the  children  of  promise.  "  O  Pithless 
"  and  perverse  generation,"  saith  he,  "  how  long 
'*  fhall  \  b«  with  you  i  how  long  f^^l  I  mS'er  yoa  V 


^cbv  Google 


Matt  xvii.  17.  "  And  as  then  be  that  was  born 
"  after  the  flesh,  persecuted  him  that  was  born  atlter 
*•  the  Spirit,  even  so  it  is  now ;"  Gal.  iv.  39.  The 
church  daily  si^heth  and  groaneth,  because  her 
**  flf^oumjng  is  ptnlonged/"  and  ihc^  dwellel^  9movg 
adveivaries  of  various  defiomioations,  ajsiong  those 
who  take  delight  in  yexingand  troubling  her.  These 
are  *'  the  tents  of  Kedar,"  among  which  we  dwell  in 
the  wilderness,  longing  to  depart,  and  to  be  with 
Christ  h)  the  city  of  the  living  God, 

6.  My  Mul  hath  long  dwelt  with  kirn  that  hxt^tfi 
peaee,  7.  ItLotforpMce;  ve,  i  mk  ^mau  of  peace: 
iftf  vhm  S  tpeak,  tke^  are /or  raar. 

If  this  Tras  ithe  case  of  Davicli  much  more  might 
the  Son  of  David  make  the  ^me  complaint,  that  he 
"  dwelt  with  them  that  hated  peace ;"  that  although 
he  was  "  a  man  of  peace,"  meek,  lowly,  and  gra- 
cious HI  his  deportment  to  all  around  him ;  although 
he  came  to  make  peace,  and  to  reconcile  all  things 
in  heaven  and  earth ;  altboagh  bis  converpatfon  and 
liis  preaching;  were  of  peace,  and  ]me,  and  the  king- 
dom of  God ;  yet  no  sooner  did  he  ppen  his  mputb 
to  "  speak  upon  these  divine  subjects,  but  his  ene- 
mies were  up  in  arms,  ready  to  apprehend,  to  accuse, 
to  condemn,  and  to  crucify  him.  Marvel  not,  O 
discijJeof  JesBsl  iftheworWhateaodflpppee  thee; 
but  pray  only,  that  whei>  thou  sbslt  be  used  as  b^ 
was,  thou  mayest  be  ^enabled  tq  bear  that  use^e  as 
hcdidL 
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PSALM   CXXi. 


In  this  Psalm,  the  Prophet,  1,  3.  introducetb  a  per- 
son, most  probably  an  Israelite  on  his  way  to  Je- 
rusalem, expressing  his  trust  and  confidence  in 
Jehovah,  the  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  of  whose 
&vour  and  protection,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  dan- 
gers, the  Prophet,  3 — 8.  assareth  him.  These 
promises,  like  thosein  the xcist Psalm,  were,  in  their 
fiill  and  spiritual  sense,  made  good  to  Messiah, 
and  are  now  daily  accomplishing  in  the  members 
of  his  mystical  body,  the  Christian  church.  Bishop 
Lowth  supposeth  the  two  first  verses  to  be  spoken 
by  David,  when  going  out  to  war,  and  the  answer 
of  encouragement  to  be  made  by  the  high  priest 
from  the  Holy  Place.  In  this  case,  the  idea  of 
warfore  is  added  to  that  of  pilgrimage,  and  the 
Psalm  rendered  still  more  applicable  to  us,  as 
well  as  to  the  true  David  our  King. 

I.  7  wiU  lijl  up  mine  eyes  to  the  hills,  from 
vahence  €ometh  my  help.  %.  My  help  comeih  Jrom 
the  Lord,  lohich  Tnade  heaven  and  earth. 

The  truly  Israelite,  amidst '  the  dangers  of  his 
earthly  pilgrimage  and  warfare,  looketh'  continually 
towards  the  heavenly  city,  whither  he  is  travelling. 
Faith  showeth  him  afar  off  the  everlasting  "  bills, 
"  from  whence  cometh  the  help,"  which  must  bring 
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him  in  safety  to  them.  He  "  lifleth  ap  his  eyes"  in 
prayer  to  the  Almighty,  whose  temple  and  habitation 
are  thereon.  He  putteth  not  his  trust  in  any  crea- 
ture, but  imploreth  iiid  immediately  of  "him  who 
"  made  heaven  and  earth,"  and  who,  consequently, 
hath  power  over  all  thin^  in  both. 

3.  He  Toill  not  suffer  thy  foot  to  be  moved  •  he 
that  keepeth  tliee  zoiU  not  slumber.  4.  Behold,  he 
that  keepeth  Israel  shall  neither  sluTnher  nor  sleep. 

In  the  first  two  verses,  we  heard  the  believer  de- 
claring his  resolution  to  trust  in  God.  The  Prophet 
now  commendeth  that  resolution,  and  encourageth 
him  to  persevere  in  it.  As  if  he  had  said,  Thou  dost 
well  to  expect  help  from  Jehovah  alone ;  to  overlook 
the  vanities  here  below ;  to  place  thy  confidence, 
and  set  thy  atTections,  on  him  who  dwelleth  above. 
Know  therefore  assuredly,  that  he  will  be  with  thee 
in  the  way  in  which  thou  goest;  he  will  preserve  thee 
fivm  falling,  and  defend  thee  from  all  dangers ;  for 
in  him  thou  hast  a  guardian,  who  is  not,  like  all 
others,  liable  to  remit  his  care,  by  being  subject  to 
sleep  or  death.  The  eye  of  his  providence  is  upon 
thee,  and  that  is  always  open.  "  Behold,  he  that 
"  keepeth  Israel  shall  neither  slumber  nor  sleep." 

5.  The  Lord  is  thy  ke^er :  the  Lord  is  thy 
shade  upon  thy  right  hand.  6.  7%e  sun  shall  not 
smite  thee  by  day,  nor  the  fnoon  by  night. 

The  meaning  is,  that  the  good  man,  during  his 
journey  through  life,  shall  be  under  God's  protection 
at  all  seasons;  as  Israel  in  the  wilderness  was  defend- 
ed from  the  burning  heat  of  the'  sun,  by  the  moist 
and  refreshing  shadow  of  the  cloud ;  and  secured 
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^gainvt  ttw  indement  inftacnces  of  Uie  noQbinial  hea* 
T«DS,  by  the  kindly  ivarmtb  and  splendoqr  diffused 
from  the  pUlar  of  firfu  Be  tbou  with  xu,  tby  aa- 
vants,  0  iArd*  in  tbe  world,  aa  thou  wut  with  Isnel 
in  the  wildcniwc ;  spffer  not  9«r  virtne  to  dtaaplre 
before  the  sultiy  ^eama  of  prosperity ;  permit  it  not 
to  be  frozen  by  the  chilUag  blast  of  Hdversity. 

7.  Jhc  Lord  sb^  jp-gservs  thee  from  aU  evU : 
A«  ahaU  preserve  tfuf  toul,  8.  7%«  Iarx>  shaU  pre- 
serve  thff  going  out,  and  tluf  comiag  tt^  fropi  Mis 
time  forth  for  evermore 

To  dissipate  our  fears,  and  remoTe  every  ground 
of  diffidence,  Jehovah  promiseth,  by  bia  holy  Pro* 
phet,  to  "  preserve  us  from  all  evil,"  which  might 
btffoll  ns  in  the  way,  either  by  turning  it  aside,  iff 
turning  it  finally  to  our  advantage,  so  that  we  shall  not 
perish,  but  see  onr  bbours  happily  tx^n  and  ended 
in  him  i  be  "  shall  preserve  our  going  out.  and  onr 
"  coming  in"  until,  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of 
this  mortal  stale,  he  sbaU  have  brought  w  into  hie 
bcAy  "  temple,"  there  to  become  "  piUars,"  and  to 
"  go  no  more  out'  Bev.  iii.  12. 


PSALM    CXXII. 

The  au^r  of  this  Psalm,  as  we  are  informed  by  its 
title,  was  David.  The  subject  of  it  is  that  joy 
which  the  people  were  wont  to  express  upon  their 
gotng  up  <R  compaoiei  to  keep  a  feast  at  Jeriisa- 
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Ism,  when  the  divine  mr?ices  v«i«  r«enla(«d,  9v4 
that  city  was  appointed  to  be  the  place  of  pqUie 
wcMTsblp.  Brer;  things  which  can  be  said  npon  this 
topic,  must  natqrally  hold  good  in  its  application  to 
the  Christian  church,  and  the  celebration  of  her 
feasts ;  at  which  seasons  the  b^Iierer  will  as  natq- 
iraJly  ^uten^  kin  thopgbt^  to  the  Jeru^ni  ahove^ 
and  to  that  festival  whicb  shall  one  day  b$  the(¥ 
k^t  by  dl  the  people  of  God.  • 

1.  Iwaa  glsd  mhtn  th^  wid  mUo  me.  Let  uv  ga 
imio  tkt  houae  of  the  hova. 

Great  wu  the  joy  of  an  IsnelUe,  when  hm 
brHhren  <»Ued  upon  hbn  to  wcompeny  then  00 
some  festive  occasion,  to  the  tabernacle,  or  teiqpl^  at 
Jernsalem ;  great  ia  the  joy  of  a  Christian*  when  h( 
is  invited,  in  tifc«  manner,  to  eelebrat^  t^  fieuts  of 
Ihe  church,  to  corameniomtc  the  mttivity,  w  ^  re- 
lurreetioa,  and  to  cai  and  drink  tt  titB  table  of  his 
I^rd.  Such,  in  kind,  but  far  greater  in  de§;ree,  is 
that  ^adnesa,  which  the  piotw  souJiexperionees,  wbw 
aha  ia  called  beacA ;  when  dneeading  rngt^h  say  ittito 
her.  Thy  hhour  and  sivmw  are  «t  an  eo4,  aitd  (be 
hour  of  thy  imhwgemcat  is  come;  pat  off  ntoftalt^r 
and  miaeiry  at  once ;  quit  tbe  bovfe  «f  bondage,  and 
the  land  of  thy  captivity  ;  fly  fivth,  and  "  let  us  go 
"  togetho'  into  the  bouse  of  the  IjOad,  sot  laade 
"  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens." 

%  Our  feet  i^(Ul  sttmd  vitbin  thff  gates,  0  Jeru- 
salem t 

Yes,  O  dimi  hfily  and  happy  city  of  peace,  and 
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love,  and  everlaciting  delight,  our  God  will  in  tiQie 
bring  OS  to  behold,  and  to  enter  thee ;  "  our  feet," 
which  now,  with  many  a  weary  step,  tread  the  earth, 
"  shall*'  one  day  "  stand  within  thy  gates,"  which 
are  opened  to  all  believers ;  we  shall  at  length  rest  in 
thy  celestial  mansions,  and  converse  for  ever  with 
thy  blessed  inhabitants ! 

3.  Jeruiatem  is  buitded  a$  a  cUy  that  is  cowqmct 
together. 

We  see  thee  not,  indeed,  as  yet,  but  we  hear  of 
thy  stability,  thy  unity,  thy  beauty,  and  thy  magni- 
ficence. Thy  foundations  are  firm  upon  the  holy 
hills ;  they  are  garnished  with  alt  manner  of  precious 
stones  ,*  and  in  them  are  the  names  of  the  twelve 
apostles  of  the  Lamb.  Thy  gates  are  of  pearl, 
twelve  in  number,  and  open  to  all  quarters,  for  the 
tribes  of  the  spiritnal  Israel  to  come  in.  Thy  streets 
are  of  pure-gold,  as  it  were  transparent  glass ;  thou 
art  crowned  with  the  un&ding  brightness  of  eternal 
glory ;  and  the  iiord  God  Almighty  and  the  Lamb, 
-are  the  temple  in  the  midst  of  thee.  All  these  glori- 
rious  things  are  spoken  of  thee,  thou  city  of  God! 
Ajid  yet,  when  we  come  to  see  thee  with  our  eyes, 
we  shall  be  forced  to  confess,  eis  the  queen  of  Sbeba 
did  upon  viewing  the  earthly  Jerusalem,  with  its 
material  temple,  and  tlie  court  of  its'  mortal  king, 
that  thou  &r  *'  exceedest  the  fame  which  we  had 
'*  beard,"  and  ^at  "  the  half  was  not  told  us." 
1  Kings  X.  7. 

4.  Whither  the  fn6es  go  up,  the  trihes  of  the 
Lord,  unto,  or,  according  to,  the  testimony  of  Israel, 
to  give  thanks  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
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As  all  the  "  bnbes"  of  Israel,  three  times  ra .  the 
year,  were  seen  "  ^ing  up"  to  the. old  Jerusalem 
in  compliance  with  the  "  testimonies^"  the  injunctions 
and  institutions  of  their  law,  to  acl^OiOwlefige.the 
mercies,  and  to  give  thanks  unto. the  name  of  "  Je- 
"  hovab,"  who  had  done  such  great  thingps.  for  than ; 
so  from  the;  ends  of  the  .eaicth  ^e  the  redee,m4d  of 
the  Lord,  out  of  tevery  iwttioq,  and  kindred,  and  peo? 
pie,  continually  ascepdiag,  by  :ftuth  and  charity,  to 
the  ne>r.  Jierosajem.  ,St.  olohn  saw  thenatioq?  of 
them  that  were  saved,,,  walking  ia  the  light  of  the 
heavenly  city,  and  he  h^rd  her -streets  resound  with 
the  balHujahs  of  ten  thousand  time^ten  thousand. 

5.  For  there  are- set.  thrones  pf  jwise^fk^ithfi 
thrones  of  the  house  of  David.    ;  ?, 

. ,  The  Israelites  r^prted  to  Jerusalem,  because  it 
vras  the  metropolis  of  thecountry,  and  there  was  th|e 
resifjeu^  of  their  njoaarchs,  after  the  Kingdom  was 
eatalsliahed  in  "  the  house  of  David."  But,  al^.I 
that  metrop<^is  is  desdate,  and  '*  the  .thrones,  of 
"judgement,"  which  were  therein,  have  been  Ipng^ 
since  cast  down  to  th^  ground.  A  Jemsaleni,  how- 
ever, i;eniains,  which  shall  never  be  moved ;  in  that 
Jerusalem  is  the  throne  of  eternal  judgement  erected, 
and  the  Son  of  David  sitteth  upon  it.  Of  him  it  was 
said  by^e  angel  to  Mary,  "  The  head  Gtod  shaU 
"  give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his  father  David :  and 
"  he  shall  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever, 
"  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end:"  Luke 
i.  32,  And  he  himself  thus  addressed  his  apostJes : 
"  Verily,  I  say  nnto  you,  that  ye  which  have  followed 
"  me,  in  the  regeneration,  when  the  Son  of  Man  shall 
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"  «it  «n  th«  ihfon«  of  hti  glctfy,  ye  nha  stMll  wt  &t>oii 
"  ttr«lvefhn)tie«,  jndgiitgth«  twelve  tPHMKOfUrMl.'' 

Mutt.  Kix.  as. 

6.  PrayfbrtkepeatoofJetuMlein:  ^tei^  skM 
prosper  that  low  tkeei 

In  tbl«  ktter  pAtt  df  our  PmIoi,  th«  meHili«M  of 
tbe  ItfaelMih  ehatt^  arft  eXfaortinl  td  prtry  far  Ht 
peM0  Mid  wel&re.  Wbtt  tittt  chbrttb  WM,  AM 
Ohristi&fl  ctiiirch  mititent  npoft  ettilb  ttint  ^,  and 
^iMnd«th,  in  like  tnfentier,  ^e  prayov  of  all  Ohri^ 
Ubh  people  for  i(a  peace  and  it^fetv  fn  fl  trollMe* 
MiTte  Bttd  contentidna  wMld.  Its  int!ree««  bwe  be^ 
lo#;  ia  fn  I'eftlity  the  increMe  of  Jernateo^  nbore,  <^ 
frbioh  M  !k  A  part,  affd  oit^e  to  be  A  resemblance. 
HeaTen  has  therefore  decreed,  that  tbe;f  ^^o  cMitl^ 
buf6  thdr  labonn^  u  w«lt  aft  thdlr  pTay^M,  to  pro- 
MOte  Ml  ^ood  and  w  ^orfotts  an  end.  iAolI  enjdy  it* 
prt>t«ctiea,  and  its  blesiing^  fthaB  be  upon  On^  W(hA 
of  tfaeir  bftndB ;  "  They  shflJl  pnMper  that  lore  thee." 

7.  PeMebe  witkin  thy  feath,  and  proaperihf,  at, 
ptenteoumeM,  within  ihypalaeei^ 

Coott,  O  thou  divinft  Spiiic  of  peace  and  hne, 
who  Adist  RMdd  in  the  MHil  of  the  hdy  Jems,  de^ 
«end  Into  his  nyBftcfcl  body,  and  fill  as,  who  e6ia- 
pose  it,  with  all  his  heavenly  temper ;  ptft  an  «ftd 
to  herestes,  heal  all  schisnis,  cause  bitter  oontentlott 
to  cease,  abdish  every  enmity,  and  mak«  As  to  be 
of  one  mind  ht  thy  holy  city ;  that  to,  "  peace  being 
"  within  her  walls,"  her  citizens  may  give  thenMeives 
to  every  prcrfitabfe  employment,  and  "  plenleons- 
*'  new"  of  grace,  wtsdom,  and  b-nfh,  as  well  as  of 
earthly  Weasings,  may  be  in  all  her  "  palaces."  Thus 
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^  sh0  btcwne  a  tivdy  portrtk  at  that  plsee  which 
is  f»i0t»ired  for  tbem  tbiit  lotc  om  wMtber,  whtre^ 
vi4th  (Mte  heart  and  one  voioe,  tlujr  shall  cBdidiB 
*  MtvBtiofl  ftitd  gloTf  to  God  ftnd  to  ^te  Lamb." 

S.  l^rt-^bre^eit  and  timpanion's  saiix^  luiiU 
note  8fly,  Peace  be  loilAin  tAee.  9.  Because  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord  our  God  I  seek  Ui^  good. 

In  these  concluding  ve»n,  the  Pe&littist  declareth 
the  two  motives,  which  induced  hiift  to  utter  his  best 
wishes,  and  to  use  his  best  endeavours,  for  the  pro- 
sperity of  Jerusalem ;  namely^  love  of  his  brethren, 
whose  happiness  was  iav(^ed  in  that  of  their  city ; 
and  love  of  God,  who  had  there  fixed  tiie  residence 
of  his  glory.  These  motives  aM  ever  iA  force,  and 
ought,  surely,  to  operate  with  tnarirenous  enei^y 
upon  our  hearts,  to  stir  us  up  to  imitate  the  pattern 
now  before  us,  in  fervent  zeal  aod  unwearied  labour, 
for  the  salvation  of  men,  and  the  glovy  of  their  great 
Redeemer;  both  which  wiH  then  be  complete,  when 
the  church  militant  shall  become  triumphant,  and 
the  heavenly  paradise  shall  be  filled  with  plants  taken 
from  its  terrestrial  nuraery. 

Theodore  Zuinger,  of  wbooksoaieaceount  may  be 
found  in  Thuanus,  when  he  lay  on  his  death-bed, 
took  his  leave  of  the  world,  in  a  paraphrase  on  the 
foregoing  Psalm ;  giving  it  the  same  turn  with  that 
g^ven  to  it  above.  I  have  never  been  able  to  get  a 
sight  of  the  original  * ;  b«t  one  nay  venture,  I  be- 

*  Since  the  publicMint  of  the  first  edition,  %  learned  friend 
has  obliged  me  with  a  cop;  of  these  Latin  verses  of  Zuinger, 
transcribed  from  the  308d  page  of  Vitse  Gennanonun  Medico- 
rum,  by  Metcbior  AdanaB.    Tb^  are  as  follow : 
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lieve,  to  say,  that  it  has  lost  nothing  in  a  traoslatioD 
of  it  by  the  late  learned  and  piong  Mr.  Merrick; 
which  is  so  excelleat,  that  I  must  be^  leave  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  reader.  Some  of  the  lines  are  reluined 
in  bis  nic»e  literal  poetical  venion,   pabliahed  is 

0  lux  Candida,  luic  mihi 
Lttti  coBSctB  troBsitiis  I 
Per  Chriati  meritnin  pfttet 

Vitn  porta  beatte. 
Me  sUtais  revocat  dies 
Augustam  Domioi  ad  domum ; 
Jam  sacra  aetherii  premani 

Lntns  Umina  tenpU. ' 
Jam  visam  SolymR  edita 
Ccelo  Gulmina,  et  xdium 
Coetus  angelic  us,,  suo  et 

Auguatam  populo  uibeni : 
Urbem  quam  procul  infimia 
Terra  finibus  esciti 
Pctimt  Christiadfe,  et  Dcttm 

Laudent  voce  pereOBi  I 
Ju&sam  ccelitus  oppidis 
Urbem  jus  dare  cacteris, 
Et  sedeni  fore  Davidis 

Cuncta  in  SKcIa  beuti. 
Mater  nobilis  nrbium  I 
Semper  le  bcuta  pax  amat : 
Et  te  semper  amantibus 

Cedunt  omnia  recte. 
Sempet  pax  tua  moeuia 
Colit ;  semper  in  atriis 
Tuia  copia  dncterik 

Larg&  munera  fundit. 
Dalcis  Cbristiad&m  domus, 
Civem  adscribe  novitium ; 
Sola  comitata  Caritas — 

Spesque  Fidesque  valete. 
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1765.  It  may  serve  ax  a  fioUhed  fpecin^ep  of  the 
noble  and  exaUed  use  which  a  Christian  may  and 
ought  to  make  of  the  Psalms  of  David. 


PSALM   CXXII. 

I. 

What  joy,  vrhile  thus  I  view  die  day 
That  warns  my  thirsting  aoul  away. 

What  transports  fill  my  breast ! 
For,  lo,  my  great  Redeemer's  pow'r 
Unfolds  the  everlasting  door, 

And  leads  me  to  his  rest  ' 

H. 

The  ftBial  iQom,  my  God,  is  come. 
That  calls  me  to  the  hallow'd  dome, 

Thy  pretence  to  adore ; 
My  feet  the  summons  shall  attend. 
With  willing  steps  thy  courts  ascend. 

And  tread  th'  ethereal  floor. 
III. 
E'en  now  to  my  expecting  eyes 
The  heav'n-built  towers  of  Salem  rise ; 

E'en  now,  with  glad  survey, 
I  view  her  mansions,  that  contain 
Th'  angelic  forms,  an  awful  train. 

And  shine  with  cloudless  day. 
IV. 
Hither  from  earth's  remotest  end, 
Lo,  the  redeem'd  of  God  ascend, 
T0i»  II.  E  e 
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■nteir  M)fltte  hftWefrfctth^ : 
H^,  ctibwh'd  tvith  everiEOting  joy. 
In  hymns  of  pritiw  their  Citfngaes  ^li^lby. 
And  hail  th'  immortal  King : 

V. 

Great  Salem's  King ;  who  bids  each  ftal* 
On  her  decrees  dependent  wait ; 

In  (le'r,  ere  tune  be^'an, 
High  oh  eierhal  base  up'rekr'd. 
His  hanids  the  regal  s'qat  prbfMr'd, 

For  Jesse's  fevour'3  son. 

■  \'l. 
Mother  of  cities !  O'er  thy  bead 
See  Peace:,  with  healing  wingB  loM^Khl^ 

Deligbtbd>ln[ 'Her  slay. 
How  blest,  who'callB'hitnnlf'thy'fMiid! 
Saccess^tsMbtti^  tMl'attnHi 

Aftd'ssfely  ^^vard-bis -iray. 

VII. 

Thy  walls,  remote  from  hostile  fear. 
Nor  the  loud  voice  of'tunililt  he&Tj 

Nor  war's  wild  wastes  deplore 
There  sraiKtig  Plenty 'takes  her  stani^ 
And  in  thy  courts  wiih  lavish  hand 

Has  pour'd  forth  all'her  store. 

Yllh 

Let  me,%test^9tet,  my'iJam*  behtUd 
Among  thy  ckfz^'ennSll'df 
8 
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Iv  iiufit  for  «Ker  UweU. 
lUtitjiarity  my  Map*  «lj(An<l, 

And  &itb  and  M>«  Jb«^9U  ^ 

Tb\9  Psalm  coataineth,  1,  3.  an  act  of  confidence 
in  God,  with.  3,  4.  a  prayer  for  deliverance  from 
.tli.a!t,rep^oacti:Alid  .coiifempt  which  mffd^litv  pd 
4fin4Hf^Uy  nre  >rppttopo)ir,upflp  ^b^^fSi^  Apor 

-  4i(e«f  God. 

'VnieQh«pch,i«fhendaBtQewedwd^iW<»it!9d>l90P 
!tarth,'''>HfWtbi)ptier4yw8vlo  tumi^twt.dmdletli.w 
"  *he  tieavanB;"i^m,tace  betfpldin?  and'^wdariRff 
fill i things !lm«  bdoiv.  It  isibyihia  p^npisaippjthilt 
.  sbeia^d^roaBedaiid  in^nlted;  andrhe,pR|y,(»a,'de- 
lw«r  b«r  out  ofttbe  bands  of  ber  4d<qpw«- 

The  serraata  of  God,  like  other  seryants, :  jfitM^ 
are  injured  and  suffer  violence,  expect  redress  and 
protection  from  the  Master  whose  they  are,  and 
Bed 
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whom  they  serve.  Under  the  law  of  Moses,  a  master 
was  to  demand  satislHCtion.  and  to  have  it  made  faiin> 
for  any  hurt  done  to  his  servant  And  shall  not  the 
best  of  masters  avenge  the  wrongs  done  to  those  who 
serve  him ;  and  done^  perhaps,  because  they  serve 
him  ?  Without  doubt,  he  will  avenge  them  speedily, 
and  reward  the  sufTerers  gloriondy. 

3.  Haoe  merof  upon  ua,  O  Lord,  have  merty 
Upon  u$;  for  we  are  exceedingly  JtUed  with  con- 
tanpt.  4.  Our  soul  it  exceedingly  filled  mlh  the 
Bcorning  of  those  that  are  at  ease,  and  nttA  the 
contempt  of  the  proud. 

Unbelieving,  ungodly,  and  worldly  men,  who  are 
**  at  ease,*^  and  boast  themselves  in  the  mulUtude  of 
their  riches,  will  always  be  ready  to  cast  upon  the 
afflicted  servants  of  Christ  some  portion  of  that  re- 
proach and  contempt,  which  were  so  plentifally 
ponred  upon  their  blessed  Master,  in  the  day  of  bis 
Imasion,  and  indeed  through  his  whole  life.  With 
these  they  may  justly  complain  that "  their  souls  are 
exceedingly  "  filled,"  insomuch  that  they  are  com- 
piled to  exclaim  with  redoubled  earnestness,  "  Have 
"  mercy  upon  us,  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us." 
And  let  them  know,  for  their  comfort,  that  the  Lord 
vt^t: "  have  mercy  upon  them"  in  that  day,  when 
Kensublity  shall  be  succeeded  by  torment,  and  pride 
shall  end  in  shame  and  confusion ;  when  patient 
poverty  shall  inherit  everlasting  riches,  and  op- 
pressed humility  shell  be  exalted  to  a  throne  above 
the  stars. 
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■   -,  ■■.■■-■'    i- 

,  PSALM-    CXXIV.,-,    •:,      ....':.. 

ARGUHBNT.  \,.,.  ..  ■; ,., 

Id  tbiB  Psalm,  which,,  as  we  are.  inforrae,^ . by  tfie 
title,  hath  David  for  its  author,  the  chufch  desfjrib-. 
eth  the  danger  in  which  she  had  been,  a^d  givethr 
to  God  alone  the  glory  of  her  deliverance  oot' 

of  it. 

I.  If  it  had  not  been  the  ix)RD  taho  teas  on  oter 
aide,  now  may  Israel  say  ;  2.  If  it  had  not  been  the 
LoKD  who  was  on  our  side,  when  men  rose  itp 
against  us  :    3.  That  theif  had  swallowed  us  up  ■ 
quick,  when  their  wrath  was  kindled  against  us. 

The  people  of  Israel,  rescued  from  impending: 
ruin,  break  forth  into  a  joyful  acknowledgement  of 
that  almighty  aid,  to  which  they  were  indebted  for 
their  deliverance.  "  Men"  rose  up  against  them,  buc 
"  Jehovah"  was  on  their  side ;  men  lAtended  to  de- 
voar,  but  God  interposed  to  save.  May  not'  *'  the' 
"Israel  of- God"  say,  in  like' manno',  "If  the 
"  Lord  had  not  been  on  onr  side,"  when  our  spiritual 
enemies,  sin,  death,  and  hell,  were  in  arms  against  us, 
surely  now  "  they  had  swallowed  us  up  quick,"  and 
we  had  perished  everlastingly?  It  is  thou,  O  Lord 
Jesu,  who  hast  wrought  for  us  this  grekt  salvation  ; 
it  is  thou  who  from  the  beginning  hast  preserved 
thy  church  in  the  world,  amidst  the  persecutions 
which  must  otherwise  have  put  an  end  to  its  very 
existence.  ■  .    ': 

3 
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4.  7%en  <Ae  wafers  Aatf  ovenohetmed  us  ;  the 
Mtream,  or,  torteht,  had  gttnb  tiver  our  soul: 
fi.  Hun  the  proud,  or,  tweUing,  waters  had  gone 
over  OUT  soul. 

The  redeemed  are  astonished^  npon  looking  back, 
at  the  greatness  of  the  danger  to  wti'ich  ih^y  Had  1!f^(^ 
elpotiia. '  They  cem  C6tti^f6  the  fb(-y  attd  msoteHce 
df  titei^  MvtfMHHe*  to  nothing  bdt  tiverwbdittfmg 
flooda  and  doaiating  torrerits;  and  tUey  oltnsider 
tbemselves  as  snatched  by  a  miracle  from  instant  de- 
■trnction.  Happy  they,  who  are  taken  from  the  evit 
to  come,  and  hare  passtd  from  the  miteries  of  earth 
to  the  Mieititfl  bi  hteten,  where  they  are  neither 
tempted  nor  molested  more.  The  devoat  Ohristianj 
Y^hora'.ift  perlk>Di  times^  dod  towards  the  closie  of 
life,  a  graioioiH  Pi^vidfence  hils  tbroWn  ashor*e  in  totee 
Bcqitestcfed  cwiier;  from  whencfl  he  views  those  de- 
4mhu  taraoUft  wiUi  Whieb  hs  hath  no  ferthdr  coticeni; 
n.  ^rbap*  uriTed  at  the  next  degr^  of  happiness  to 
that  of  jiMt  spirits  made  p^tfeet 

6.  BUimd  be  the  Leto,  toAi>  A«tA  mot  gtoefet  us 
ai«prtgrto  (Aetr  teUk.  7.  Our  so'ulis  etca^^ 
aa  a  bird  «ttt  q/*  the  sndre  ^  the  JbUHer^ :  Hie 
inateia  hvokeH^  tfHdtoenre  eseopetfi 

The  marrellous  ddiTertknt^  <^  !^Fael  is  Ulaatrated 
by  t#o  other  images-.  .  It  is  compared. to  the-estape 
tff  alalitb'fiihn  tht^jamof  afM^  ot-aliont  and  to 
tbat  of  a  bird-,  by  tbb  breaking  of  the  snaiFe^  in  which 
it  bad  been  entangled,  bbftM^e  the  foWler  -catne  to 
seiae  and  to  ^ill  it.  Save  its,  O  God,  from  Iho  rage 
and  tim  tnlKMy  of  -onr  spiritual  adversary ;  ^re 
us  from  his  teeth,  when  he  would  devour ;  from  his 
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the  lion  gnash  his  teeth,  and  the. fooler  lQPA.for.blK 

"  ^  ft?  l«4-  f  l'<>,|)Wfi."!9t,si»pp  iifralsf  ?,p^* 

".Bftto  tt^^ff  tf^h.    fl)))-  .«i^  .i«.  o^fapf^.,^  a|^rd[ 

".•OP*  of  t^swue  of  (hf  fflwle's  •  ft?  ^Pjjr?  f-tes*fl 
"lw4'?eFSi''WP«'-"   .  .  .  .  i;.  g,i.,i  I  ,1 

8,  0»r  ^f  jp  .ij  it)  ^  ftofi^  (jf  the  Lo^,  jf  Ao  ma^ 
Tt)e  gre^  I^^R  whic}i  thi^  ^9^^>  ffom  .the  begin- 

";.Ww'w.l<>#fl4rt  <f  .HW'^'sSt;;-,  ;,■,„„  II,.,.: 

■  ,'..■•  '„•     .1   .«l,,,:l,r, 

.■.■:.  fiSAtMlCXXV.      .    ..ii-,i,„,r 

,.„■      .  :       •„•    *»P¥»P<Tf..    .-,   ■■■..|..:;ii„Ni 

fa  tHia  Kalm;  the  drarch  )■  edmfo^d  WMtilUt 

proinises,  I,  2,  of  iSpd'«  jtetectioh,"  isa,  St"  of 

..'.  nil  .remoymff,  in  dije.  time,  fk>i^  bi8'|nherita'fice 

the  rod  of  the  oppresa^^^j  wben^  ^-  (."^  ^i^.^ 

.  wiB.bs  reilwW.  mi.S-  PB9ft»'S9,,PW«t'«'' 

;mtli  ather  *oifiea«f  iniiyiity.    4)>«i|Gw>>,llf 

cited  by 'Dr.  HaERfhond,  app]ic«b  tfae  P«l»4Ptlie 

days  of  Messiah.'  '         -i-  ,,  ■  i  .  .     ... .,  ij 

^mii^M<^^)mtft^erem'vfi'h^9!>¥^fhjfr,fvfr- 
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S.  As  the  mountaiM  are  round  about  Jerusalem, 
MO  the  hoKD  is  round  tAout  his  people  from  hence- 
forth even  for. ever. 

The  Bt^ity  of  the  church,  and  the  protection 
afforded  her  by  Jehorah,  were  of  old  represented  1>y 
the  mountain  on  which  the'dmne  presence  resided, 
and  by  the  hills  which  encompassed  Jemsalem,  so  as 
to  render  that  city  ia  a  manner  impregnable.  While 
her  inbabitents  continued  to  "  trust  in  the  Lord," 
this  was  the  case.  But  when  they  became  faithless 
and  disobedient^  she  became  weak,  and  like  another 
city.  Let  not  our  "  trust  in  God"  be  a  presump- 
tuous, ungrounded  assurance ;  but  let  it  be  a  confi- 
dence springing  from  faith  uufeignedj  out  of  a  pure 
heertj  a  good  conscience,  and  fervent  charity. '  Then 
shall  our  situation,  whether  as'a  church,  or  as  indi- 
viduals, resemble  that  of  the  holy  mount  in  the  be- 
loTcd  dty,  and  our  God  will  be  unto  us  a  fortress^ 
and  a  mil  round  about.  But  let  us  never  forget, 
Aat  the  promises  to  us,  like  thiDse  to  Israel,  are  con- 
dilifMud :  "  Because  of  unbdief  they  wer^  bnJten 
*'  off;  and  we  stand  by  laitb."  , 

3.  For  the  rod  of  the  wicked  shtdl  not  rest  upon 
the  lot  of  the  ng-Af  eous :  test  the  righteous  put  forth 
their  hands  unto  intquity. 

God  may,  and  often  doth,  permit  **  the  rod"  oc 
power  "  of  the  wicked  to  fUl  upon  the  lot. of  the 
*'  rigbteous"  in  this  world.  But  it  is  only  for  the 
purposes  of  chastisement,  or  prohautioQ.  The  rod  is 
not  suffered  to  "  rest,"  or  abide,  there  too  long, 
*'  lest  the  righteous,"  harassed  and  worn  ddwn  by 
oppression,  and  seeing  no  6nd  of  their  calamities 
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should  be  templed  to  "  put  their  bands  to  iniquity," 
and.  practise  that  wickedness,  which  they  find' to 
prosper  so  well  here  below.  The  import  oS  this 
verse  seemeth  to  be  the  same  with  that  of  our  Lord's 
prediction  concerning  the  troubles  of  Uie  latter  days. 
"  Then  shall  be  great  tribulafion,  such  as  was  not 
*'  since  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  this  thn^,  :no 
"  nor  ever  shall  be.  And  except  those  days  should 
* '  be  sbortenedj  there  should  no  flesh  be  saved.  But 
*'  for  the  elect's  sake  those  days  shall  be  shortened." 
Matt  xxiv.  21,  33. 

4.  Do  good,  O  Lord,  unto  those  that  be  good,  and 
to  them  that  are  upright  in  heart.  5.  Jsfor  anck 
a»  turn  aside  urUo  their  crooked  -xaya,  the  Lord 
»haU  lead  them  forth  mtk  the  workers  ofitiiqut^,- 
but  peace  shall  be  upon  IsraeL 

The  "  good  and  upright  in  heart"  are  they  who 
stand  steady  in  every  change  of  circumstances ;  who 
complain  not  of  God's  dispensationsj  but,  believing 
every  thing  to  be  best  which  he  ordains,  adhere  to 
him  with  a>  will  entirely  conformed  to  his,  in  adversity 
no  less  than  in  prosperity.  To  these  Jehovah  will 
finally  "  do  good ,-"  and  they  shall  receive  the  reward 
of  tibeir  fioLith  and  patience ;  while  such  as,  in  time  of 
trial,  have  ftillen  away,  and  returned  tio  more,  sh^ 
be  "led forth"  to  punishment  "  with  the  workers 
"  of  iniquity,'*  to  whose  company  their  apostasy 
hath  joined  them.  And  then,  "  peace  shall  be 
"  upon  the  IsVttel  of  God,"  with  joy  and  gladness, 
for  evermore. 
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TWKNTY^BVEMTH  DAY.— BVEMINO  PRAYER. 
PSALM   OXKVI. 

\  ,  ,  ABeUKRMT. 

In  thk  pBilm,  the  chMdren  of  Xlon,  1 — 3.  deKrrbe 
the  joy  consequfint  upon  their  restoration  from 
captivity ;  4.  they  pray  God  to  brin^  back  the  rest 
of  their  cooDtrytnen,  and  to  complete  tii^  worb  i 
5,  6.  lihey  foreie^  w4  predjcjt  \^\^e  fiux^  pf  U»eir 
bboors  in  jrebuilding  tMr  roip«d  city  with  iU 
tempk,  wad  enUivating  again  thcw  deec^tatl 
eowitry.  The  return  of  Ismel  from  Babyton 
holds  fortii  a  figure  of  the  sanie  import  vrith  the 
exoduB  of  that  people  froiri  Egypt.  '  And  thjs 
Psalm,  like  the  prophecies  of  Isaiah^  repre9entett( 
the  blessed  effects  of  «i  spiritual  re^emptio^i,  j^ 
wonls  prinwily  Alludwg  to  timt  tw^Minl  n? 

}.  When  thfi  Lokd  tuned  tfgam  ihe  9f^m&/  fif 
Zhn,  we  were  like  them  that  S'ekm. 

That  Cyrus  ahould  issue  ^.  depree  for  ^e  4aw«  {(t 
return  to  tht^r  ova  couotryj  ^q4  ^  l^nM  S\i^« 
city.aod  tempje ;  that  he  s^pid  diyroipp  fpph  9  qmr 
her  of  ciptives,  ;aot  only  without  nHwiey  a^4  wiitbi^it 
price,  but  should  send  them  home  lad^.Kr^lyp):^ 
sentf ;  Ezra  i.  I — 4.  this  was  the  work  of  Jebovab, 
who  only  could  thus  "  turn  the  captivity  of  2ion." 
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A  rwtontidO  »y  conpletc^  m  stnnge  andunlooked 
fofy  bntught  about  ^  once,  without  uy  endeaToum 
tncd  oA>  the  side  Of  Israel,  seemed  in  all  tb«se  K- 
speotftj  aA  a  "  dream ;"  aod  the  partiea  omoenied, 
when  (bey  saw  and  beard  suoh  thhigv,  could  scaneely 
bdicve  thbinseWei  to  he  dwake^  That  the  King  «i 
biDgs,  4^  his  own  Here  lote  abd  mercy,  aboiiUI  take 
pity  on  poor  mankind,  tit  their  more  grievtHii  cafH 
tiiMy  andw  ^n  and  death  j  that  be  should  oand  his 
only  Son  to  purchase  their  liberty,  his  Sptcitto  eDridi, 
and  cotMlttct  them  to  their  cetrntry  above,  and  his 
heraldi  to  proclaim  tach  unexpected  delivennce  to 
odl  the  wcnrM  t  this  likevrise  was  the  work  of  the 
Mm6  Jehovah,  who  oAly  oould  raut  "  tufn  again 
"  ihs  taptivity  of  his  Zion."  Sinners,  when  the', 
tiding^  of  a  salfation  so  great  and  marveUeuB  are 
preached  to  them,  think  themselves  in  a  "  dream," 
Bitd  with  difficult  give  credit  even  to  the  roy«d  .pro- 
clfitnation«  though  the  great  seal  of  heaven,  be  affixed 
toit. 

8.  J%tn  was  our  ttmtAfiUed  wUh  ieughter,  and 
our  tongue  wUh  $ingtng :  then  said  they  among  the 
hatUitH,  The  hoKohathdimegre^  things  for  them. 
3.  Ifce  L&Ri>  k^k  done  great  thmgajbr  «»;  whereof 
ri)e  ttte  glad. 

The  people  of  God  sooh  hnd^  that  they  are  not 
mocked  with  illusions,  but  that  all  about  them  is 
reality 'andfrvlh.  Then  sorrow  aadeighing,  fear  and 
dJMr«st,flyi&waytog«tiK*r.  Joy  fills  their  heacts,  and 
oVetflo^^B  hj  their  tongues,  in  songs  of  praise.  The 
nations  hear,  and  are  astonished,  and  own  the  hand 
of  Jehovah  in  the  restoration  of  his  people;  "  Jeho- 
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"  rah  hath  done  great  things  for  them."  The  choMn 
people  echo  back  the  gladBome  souod,  and  reply, 
¥rJth  transports  of  gratitude,  "  Jehovah  hath  done 
'.'great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad."  Erery 
word  of  this  agreeth  not  more  exactly  to  the  retam 
from  Babylon,  than  it  doth  to  that  eternal  redemp- 
tion thereby  prefignred,  which  isthegrandsnbjectof 
thanksgiving  in  the  Christian  church. 

4.  Turn  again  our  eaptimhf,  O  Lord,  as  tke 
streams  in  tke  nouth, 

Thejoy  occasioned  by  Cyrus's  proclamation  having 
been  described  in  the  former  part  of  the  Psalm,  we 
may  now  suppose  some  of  the  Jews  ready  to  set  oat 
on  their  return  home ;  at  which  time,  and  during  their 
journey,  tliey  prefer  this  petition  to  Grod,  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  bring  back  the  rest  of  their 
countrymen,  who  tike  "  floods"  rolling  down  upon 
the  thirsty  regions  of  the  "  south  *,"  might  people 
the  land,  and  by  their  labours  put  an  end  to  the  de- 
solations of  Judah.  That  God  would  daily  increase 
Uie  number  of  true  converts  from  the  world  to  the 

*  I  thiuk  the  image  is  taken  from  the  "  torrents"  in  the  de- 
serts to  tiie  south  of  Judea :  in  Idumna,  Ai^ia  Pctnea,  &c.  a 
mountainous  country,  llieae  torrents  were  continualljr  dried  up 
in  the  summer;  see  Job  xi.  17,  IS>  and  as  constantly  "  retum- 
"  ed"  after  the  rainy  season,  and  filled  again  their  deserted  chan- 
nels. The  point  of  the  comparison  seems  to  be  the  "  return" 
and  renewal  of  these  (not  "  rivers")  bnt  "  torrents;"  which 
yearly  leave  their  beds  dry,  but  fill  them  again ;  as  the  Jews  had 
left  their  country  desolate,  but  now  "  flowed  agun"  into  it. 

Bishop  LowTH,  in  Merrick's  Annotations Dr.  Durbbll 

renders  this  verse  as  follows— "The  turning  of  our  captivity,  0 
"  Lord,  is  as  streams  in  the  south." 
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church,  to  clear  and  cultivate  the  mysUcal  vineyard, 
to  build  and  to  ornament  the  whole  city,  should  be 
:the  praiyerof  every  labourer  in  that  viaeyard,  of 
every  citizen  in  that  city.  ,,: 

5,  7%^  that  80VD  in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy,,  6.  fie 
■that  goeth forth  and  weepeth,  hearing  precious  seed, 
shaU  dovhtlesa  come  again  with  rejoicing,  brmging 
his  sheaves  with  him. 

The  fatigue  of  travelling  from  Babylon  to  Jadea ; 
the  mdancholy  prospect  of  a  long-depopulated  coun- 
try, and  ruined  city  ;  the  toil  necessary  tJo  be  under- 
^□e,  before  the  former  could  be  again  brought  into 
order,  and  the  latter  rebuilt ;  all  these  considerations 
could  not  but  allay  the  joy  of  ^he  relf^ased  captives^ 
and  even  draw  many  tears  from  their  eyes..  They  are 
therefore  comforted  with  a  gracious  promise,  that 
God  would,  give  a  blessing  to  the  labours  of  their 
handsy  and  crown  them  with  success,  so  that  they 
should  once  more  see  Jerusalem  in  prosperity,  and 
behold  in  Zion  the  beauty  of  holiness.  This  promise 
is  conveyed  under  images  borrowed  from  the  instruc- 
tive scenes  of  agriculture,  in  the  sweat  of  his  brows 
the  husbandman  tills  his  laud,  and  casts  the  need  into 
the  ground,  where,  for  a  time,  it  lies  dead  and  buried. 
A  dark  and  dreary  winter  succeeds,  and  all  seems  to 
be  lost.  But  at  the  return  of  spring,  universal  nature 
revives,  and  the  once-desolated  fields  are  covered  with 
com,  which,  when  matured  by  the  sun's  heat,  the 
cheerful  reapers  cut  down,  and  it  is  brought  home 
with  triumphant  shouts  of  joy.  Here,  O  disciple  of 
Jesus,  behold  an  emblem  of  thy  present  labour,  and 
thy  future  reward.     Thou  "  sowest,"  perhaps,  "  in 
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^  tean ;"  Hwu  doeAtiiy  duty  Btnidst  peneoation  ml 
affliction^  nckneu,  pain^'and  Borniw ;  iboa  MMareit 
n  the  Gtrarefa,and  Ro  aeoewit  is  Qiade  af  tiiy  fchptm^ 
no  profit  seema  likely  to  eo^  ^n  Cben.  May, 
Ihua  tmnft  ftyielf  drop  into  the-dart'of  dpatb,  and 
lA  fbe  storms  vS  tiiat  winter  matt  pass  «Kr  Ibce 
«mt8 'ftijr  fann  ^hall  %« -peririhad,  and4M«4faaltaae 
corruption.  Yet,  the  day  is  coti^i^,  when  Aoa«hNk 
'■"  reap  in  joy  ,'**  und  ^eniUM  -dhaM  he  Ay  barreat 
'For  thus  ihy  blessHl  Master  •**  meai  4twlh  (meeptai^ 
"a  -man  df  .sorrows,  and  ^fiquaitnled  <mlh  'grief, 
""beavtn^prectousBeed,''  and  mwtD|^')t  around^iiB^ 
'fifltft'len^th^'is  own  ■body-was  fottPied,  illke'a  gfan 
•of-Wheat,  in  the  furrow  (^Itie  grave,  t^t^ftime, 
and'i8'nowin'heaven;froni'Wheme:he'*'A4flAHibC- 
**'le88  come  if^in  -with  rejdicing.''  w»A  ^ttie  jkhcc 
ofthe  ardhangel-andthe  tmmp  of  God,  '"'bvingiag 
"  i)is  -dheavei  ^with  him:"  '9%en  4bdl  -cveiy  inra 
-receive  the  "Iruit  dTHiis  ■wortn,  -and  'have  ppaiae-of 
God. 


VBAL-M  CKKVM. 


If  this  Psalm  were  written  by.'Solomon,  or  byIH»?id 
fonSoloDuoi^j  as.the  title  iniiporteth,,it  wes  prolMbly 
used  lagain  at  ihe.time  of tebuildu]g.U)je';cify.ARd 

'  teiaple,  after  the  return: fiiaflarBa^ylon-  iftltiin- 
■deed'it'is'a  PaalRMtbich.aaninavcr  beiMt  ofiMa- 
son  'ttie-design  of  its  aathor  being  to 'leaehw  (be 
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hMJMsit^  bf  a  ctepend0flK!«  yipm  Ooi  ahd  his  Mess- 
1n|r,  tn  every  work  to  Whrch  vre  «et  our  Inndi. 
What  IB  said  wift  regard  to  'ati  eOAhly  %oi]rs6,  cii^, 
.  aocE  bmity,  ejftendeth  also  to  the  spiritual  lious^ 
city,  and  femily  of  Christ,  which  are  non^  <wl|Qt 
Venmfen,  (tab  tompte,  and  Ibe  ptofiej>f. UnitH, 
waft  ih-^d  time. 

i.  Eoioept  the  Lord  buUd  tkeiuuas.tk^  itibour 
inViiinihathinidU:  exe^t  ihe  hauBka^^hetci^ 
theiBatchman  waketh  but  hi  vam. 

in  -every  Hndertakihg,  4he  'blessiiqg-of'God^sA 
koooHi^afty  the  Jabottra'of 'inao^  teiriNider  themief- 
iMtoal.  •No'work'Canjtroqper  without  Km^  nor  Ofui 
4ny  desigDAtscarfy -under  his  &vour'and,pFotecli<m, 
wbiah  lure  equally  neeeasf^y  4o  be-ohtabed -^y  tl)e 
builder  4i)  time  of  peace,  an^  by  ithe  soldier  m  ti^ne 
<c^wa>.  'BiM.th<^,'ftboveail-meni'o)fglU  to:iti^ikwe 
the  divine-^race'and -benediction,  wbo-are  e^plpgral 
«iUier  in*baik!ing«ridefeDdiQg-the  spiritual  huuseand 
■city  df-Godi;  especially 'Bsthesame  p«Mons,'like4he 
-Jew*  after  the  oaptivity,  sarrouiided  by  anemias 
always 'Mecly  to  obsfanict  the  work,  are  often  ob%ed 
-to  holda'swopj'in  one  hand,  while  th^ybuitd  with 
■thft'other.  Our^wnedificalionin  feithandbolineas 
>must  likewise  ibe  carried  on  by  us-in  ^is  attituda,  -by 
Mason  of  the  maift^  temptations  which -are -eentinu- 
-i^yaesailiiig  us.  Itmay  also  be>reniack«d,' that  both 
Solomon  and  Zerubbabel  had  vainly  laboured  to  con- 
struct tlfe 'first  or  tbe  secoh'd  material  temple^  unless 
Jehovah  himsdf  had  built  the  true  house  'for^the 
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reception  of  hU  glory,  th^t  ja  to  say,  the  temple  of 
Christ's  body,  and,  after  it  was  fiaUen  domj,  had 
reared  it  again  by  a  resurrectioD  from  the  dead. 

2.  It  is  vain  for  you  to  rise  up  early,  to  sit  i^ 
late,  to  eat  the  bread  of  sorrows :  for  ao'  ke  gioetk 
kh  beloved  sleep. 

The  Psalmist  doth  not,  certainly,  intend  to  aay, 
that  labour  and  diligence  are  Tain,  bnt  that  Uiey  aie 
so,  except  the  Lord  be  with  the  labonrer :  the  bosi- 
nesB  is  not  to  be  done  by  all  the  indostry  and  pains, 
all  the  cai^ng  and  caring  in  the  worid,  without  Him  ; 
whereas,  if  bis  ait]  be  called  in,  if  part  of  onr  time 
be  spent  in  prayer,  not  the  whole  of  it  in  prayeriess 
toiling  and  moiling,  our  woifc  will  become  easier,  and 
go  on  better ;  a  solicitude  and  anxiety  fcnr  its  success 
atd  completion  will  no  longer  prey  upon  our  mindt 
by  day,  and  break  our  rest  at  ni^t ;  we  shall  cheer- 
folly  fulfil  our  daily  tasks,  and  then,  with  c<Hifidence 
and  resignation,  lay  our  heads'opon  our  pillows,  and 
God  will  "  give  to  his  beloved"  a  sweet  and  un- 
disturbed "  sleep,"  which  shell  fit  them  to  return 
every  morning,  with  renewed  vigour  and  alacrity,  to 
their  stated  employments.  This  seeroeth  to  be  tfie 
import  of  the  verse.  An  obscurity  has  been  occa- 
sioned in  the  translations,  by  rendering  the  adverb 
p  so ;  "  so  he  giveth  his  beloved  sleep ;"  in  which 
form,  this  last  part  of  the  verse  will  not  connect 
with  what  goes  before.  But  if,  p  be  translated, 
like  its  kindred  particle,  pK,  "  subely  *  he  giveth 

*  TbU  ia  the  second  of  the  senses  given  to  this  particle  by 
NcMiiis,  who  cites,  in  coofinnation  of  it,  1  Sam.  ix.  13. 
1  Kings  ,ut.  40. 
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"  his  beloved  sleep ;"  or,  as  Dr.  Hammond  renders 
it,  "  SINCE  he  giveth  his  beloved  sleep,"  the  diflS- 
culty  will  vanish,  and  the  sense  appear  to  be  as 
above.  Nor  can  we  easily  find  a  more  profitable 
piece  of  instruction,  with  regard  to  the  management 
of  all  our  concerns,  temporal  and  spiritual. 

3.  Xo,  children  are  an  heritage  of  the  Lord  : 
and  the  fruit  of  the  womb  is  his  reward. 

The  labours  of  mankind,  first  in  building  houses 
.and  cities,  and  then  in  guarding  and  securing  their 
possessions,  are  undergone,  not  with  a  view  to  them- 
selves alone,  but  to  their  families,  which  they  would 
establish  and  perpetuate.  The  Psalmist,  therefore, 
in  the  preceding  verses,  having  taught  men  to  expect 
a  happy  settlement  only  from  the  favour  of  Jehovah, 
now  directs  them  to  look  up  to  him  for  the  forther 
blessing  of  a  numerous  and  virtuous  progeny.  He 
can  in  a  moment  blast  the  most  fruitful  stock,  or  he 
can  "  make  the  barren  woman  to  keep  house,  and  to 
"  become  a  joyful  mother  of  children."  "  Lo,  chil- 
"  dren  are  an  heritage  of  Jehovah  ;"an  heritage  which 
he  bestows  on  those  who  fear  him ;  "  the  fruit  of  the 
"  womb  is  a  reward"  conferred  by  him,  where  he 
lees  it  will  be  a  blessing  indeed,  upon  faithful  and 
pious  parents.  St.  Paul  calls  the  converts  made  by 
his  ministry,  his  "  children ;"  and  all  believers  are 
the  children  of  Christ,  the  "  heritage"  given  him 
by  his  Father,  the  "  reward"  of.  hia  righteong  life, 
and  meritorious  death;  as  it  is  written,  "  I  will  give 
"  thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inheritance :"  "HesbaU 
'"  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  ^lall  be  satisfied." 
Psidm  ii.  8.  Isa.  liii.  11. 
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4.  U*  OTTOiM  are  in  Afte  hand  of  a  mighty  man  ; 
w  are  chUdrtH  (^  the  youth. 

Children,  when  well  educated,  are  like  so  many 
"  arrows  in  the  hand  of  a  strong  man,"  ready  winged 
with  duty  and  lore,  ta  fly  to  the  marh ;  polished  and 
keen,  to  grace  and  maintain  the  caose  of  their  parents, 
to  defend  them  &om  hostile  invasiona.  Mid  isstantly 
to  repel  every  assailant.  The  apos^a  and  ftrat 
Chriatiaafl  were  arrows  in  the' hand' of  Mesaiab,  with 
which  be  encounteced  his  enemies,  and  subdved^  the 
nations  to  tiie  faitkt.  When  by- the  eplendom-  of 
their  sanctity,  the  power  of  their  jmrades,  and  the 
«IKaacj  of  th«r  preaching,  they  pierced  the  hearts  ctf 
thousands-  and  ten  tboflsandfl,  what  were  they  bnt 
'*  arrows  in  the  hand  of  nnii  the  Mi^ty  Onef  And 
in  this  instance  likewise  it  may  tVuly  be  said*,  tikat  no 
wcil-nurtoredison  of  Christ  and  the  church  wffl  hear 
bis  father  disbonoured-,  or  despise  bis  mother  when 
she  i»  old. 

5.  Happff  ia-tiw  man  thai  hailh^fmverjit&  of 
Mem:  ih^  shtdl  not  be  ashamed,  Bte  th^  skaU 
afeak  with  the  enemieB  m  the  gate. 

In  a  house  full  of  dutiful'  thJHren  consist^  the 
bappiitcss  of  their  parents-,  who  theircan  neverwaat 
friends  ;  fttend^  AaA  wHM  no  time  be  "  asbamed," 
but  wfll  at  alD  tintco-  rejoice  to  appear  fiir  them,  to 
Muet  their  "  aneime6"  and  accuserr  "  in-  tHe  gate," 
■cplaoeof^ulgamcfit*;  (Hereto  answer  any  charge 

*  Mh  Merrick  eltoerfea,  thai  ttie  gate  was  wmetiines  the  Kit 
oflnwi  a»w^  uilK  pthe*  of jmfteafure.     "Then  was  war  ia 
"  the  g:ates ;"  Jiu^ei  v.  8.     He  mentioiM  a  Nrnarltabl^  Chhiert 
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againit  them^  to  vindicate  them  in  their  persons,  tbtir 
good  oame^  or  their  property.  It  i«  a  glorious  nght 
to  behold  children  thus  standing  forth  in  the  defence 
of  their  parents.  In  the  multitude  of  true  believers 
consist  the  glory  of  Christ,  and  the  riches  of  the 
church.  How  forward  were  the  primitive  Christiclns 
to  meet  the  enemies  of  these  their  spiritual  parents 
"  in  the  gate ;"  how  ready,  in  their  cause,  to  speak 
openly,  and,  having  witnessed  a  good  confession^  to 
die  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner !  Therefore  shall 
they  not  be  ashamed  at  the  judgement  of  the  last  day, 
but  shall  then  stand  with  great  boldness  before  the 
face  of  such  as  have  afflicted,  persecuted,  and  tw- 
mented  them.  For  their  heavenly  Father  will  then 
be  their  Judge,  and  will  own,  in  his  turn,  the  cause 
of  his  dutiful  children,  who  for  his  sake  endured  ' 
tribulation,  and  loved  not  their  lives  unto  the  death. 
Confusion  shall  overwhelm  the  accuser  of  the  bre- 
thren, with  all  the  instruments  of  his  mdicc ;  but 
glory,  honour,  and  immortality,  shall  be  given  to  the 
children  of  God. 

PSALM    CXXVm. 


ThiH  Pstilm  containeth  a  promise  made  to  him  who, 
1.  feared  Jehovah,,  an^^nlked  in  his  ways,  tbaC 
he  should  be  ble«s#d,  2.  ih  his  pMrson,  and,  3,  4. 
in  bis  family,  and.  that  he  ^oUld  vie  the  go«>d  df 

fkmerb :  "  Wkea  a  bod  b  bora  into  a  &iB>Ijr,  a  bow  ud  unw 
"  an  btuif  before  (be  gate." 

pf2 
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Jerusalem.  The  Psalm  was,  probably,  suDgat 
the  marriages  of  the  Israelites,  as  it  is  now  a  part 
of  the  matrimonial  service  among  us.  In  its  pro- 
phetical and  exalted  sense,  it  hath  respect  to  the 
person,  marriage,  fomily,  and  city,  of  Messiah. 

I.  Blessed  is  eoerif  one  that  feareth  the  Lord  : 
that  walketk  in  his  ways. 

Happiness  belongeth  not  to  the  rich,  the  powerful, 
and  the  prosperons,  as  such ;  but  in  every  state  and 
condition,  blessed  ia  the  man  that  "  feareth  Jehovah," 
that  so  feareth  him  as  to  obey  him,  and  to  *'  walk  in 
"  his  ways,"  notwithstanding  all  the  obstructions  he 
may  meet  'with  from  the  world,  the  6esh,  and  the 
devil.  Blessed  above  all  the  sons  of  men,  and  the 
author  of  blessing  to  them  alt,  was  the  man  Christ 
Jesus,  because  above  them  all,  and  for  them  all,  he 
feared,  be  loved,  and  he  obeyed. 

3.  Por  thou  shalt  eat  the  labour  of  thine  hands : 
happy  shalt  thou  be,  and  it  shall  be  weU  witk 
thee. 

The  person  b  here  beautifally  changed,  and  to  the 
man  who  feareth  Jehovah  is  addressed  an  enumera- 
tion of  those  blessings  which  shall  attend  him.  He 
is  to  "  eat  the  labour  of  his  hands,"  that  is,  the  fruit, 
or  returns  of  his  labours.  Hereby  it  is  implied,  that 
he  is  not  to  be  idle,  but  to  "  labour,"  that  he  may 
eat;  that  he  is  not  to  be  niggardly,  but  to  "  eat," 
when  he  has  laboured  ;  that  he  is  neither  to  be  un- 
just, by  living  upon  the  labours,  nor  enslaved,  by  de- 
pending upon  the  bounty,  of  others,  but  to  eat  of 
"  his  own"  labours;  and  that  he,  whose  labours  pro- 
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care  dim  a  sostenaoce,  hatfa  eaough  to  be  "  blessed*' 
and  happy.  "  Happy  shalt  thou  be,  and  it  shall  be 
"  well  with  thee :"  every  thing  shell  happen,  which 
God  seeth  to  be  best  for  ^ee  in  this  life,  and  (as 
sfuth  the  Chaldee  Paraphrast  on  the  place)  "  it  shell 
"  be  good  to  thee  in  the  world  to  come."  The  glory 
of  Christ,  and  the  salvation  of  mankind,  were  the 
firuits  of  his  actions  and  his  sufferings  in  the  days  of 
his  flesh ;  so  that,  in  the  enjoyment  of  them,  he  doth 
no  more  than  "  eat  of  the  labours  of  his  hands;"  or, 
to  use  the  words  of  Isaiah,  "  he  seeth  of  the  travail 
"  of  his  soul,  and  is  satisfied."  Before  he  went  hence, 
he  took  comfort  in  the  reflection,  "  I  have  glorifled 
"  thee  on  the  earth,  I  have  finished  the  work  which 
"thou  gavest  me  to  do:"  John  xvii.  4.  Happy 
shalt  thou  be,  O  Christian,  and  it  shall  be  vrell  with 
thee,'  if  at  thy  latter  end  thou  shalt  be  able  to  draw 
comfort  from  the  same  consideration. 

3.  Thif  wife  shall  be  as  a  fruitful  vine  by  the 
aides  of  thine  house :  thy  children  tUce  olive  plants 
round  about  thy  table. 

Marriage  was  ordained  by  Glod  to  complete  the 
felicity  of  man  in  a  state  of  innocence;  and  the  bene- 
diction of  heaven  will  ever  descend  upon  it,  when  un- 
dertaken in  "thefearoftheljord.*'  Thevine,  alowly 
plant,  raised  with  tender  care,  becoming,  by  its  luxu- 
riancy,  its  beauty,  its  fragrance,  and  its  clusters, 
the  ornament  and  glory  .of  the  house  to  which  it  is 
joined,  and  by  which  it  is  supported,  forms  the  finest 
imaginable  emblem  of  a  fair,  virtuous,  and  iaithful 
wife.  The  olive-trees  planted  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  eastern  countries  around  their  tables,  or  banquet- 
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t«ig*plftc«a  in  their  gBrdeoi  *,  to  ;ctie«r  the  eye  by  their 
Tfitture,  4(id  to  refreflh  the  body  by  their  cooling 
shade,  do  no  lesa  aptly  and  significantly  set  fcHlb  the 
plefware  vrbich  parenU  feel,  at  the  sight  of  a  nuinerow 
and  flourishing  oflbpring.  Xs  marriage  was  from  the 
ti^inQing  intended  to  repreeoit  the  mystical  Qoion 
between  Christ  and  his  chvrch,  which  union  k 
apoken  of  in  laatrimonial  language,  through  &t 
Scriplorefl  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Testatoent,  we 
ne^  but  extend  our  view,  to  behold,  under  the  ima- 
gery of  the  Tine  and  the  olive-plants,  the  prolific 
spouse  of  Mesqiah,  and  the  children  of  peace  as- 
aembled  round  the  table  of  their  heavenly  Fathw. 
See  Psalm  Ixxz.  8.  Rom.  zi.  17. 

4.  Behold,  that  thus  shall  the  man  be  Ueeaed  tiutt 
feartth  it^  JjomD. 

Are  temporal  blessings^  tben^  the  reward  of  piety?. 
They  are  not  its  only^  nor  chief  reward,  but  are  oA«n 
"  added,"  even  under  tbe  new  dispensation,  to  those 
who  "  first  seek  tbe  kingdom  of  God,  and  bis  rigb- 
"  teousness."  When  they  are  withh^lden,  or  with- 
drawn, it  is  for  tbe  tfcurity  or  increase  of  those  more 
valuable  blessings  which  are  spiritual.  There  are 
time^  when  father,  mother,  brethren,  sisters,  wife, 
children,  and  lands,  muat  be  ^ven  up  far  Christ's  aud 

*  This  is  bUhop  Patrick's  id«a.  Tbe  )canie<)  snd  Ingenious 
Ur.  Hamer,  in  hia  vel;  valuable  "  OIuatvationB  nn  divers  Pu- 
•■  aagef  of  Bcriptun,''  (VoL  I.  p.  107.  3d  «lit.)  <)iH4)i)(0v«>  of 
it :  at.  be  S4>«.  "  we  fiad  \^a  socb  arbours  la  tbe  Levant,  ooi  is 
"  the  tres  very  proper  for  the  purpose.  H«  thinks  therefore  the 
"  table" lefexs  to  the  "  children" only,  and  not  to  Uie  "olives." 
But  Mr,  Merrick,  in  his  Annotations,  produces  some  very  good 
argtmeats  on  the  side  of  bishop  Patrick. 
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the  Qatpd^a  ake.  tiatample  unends  are  ptviuiiefl 
tA  be-  nnde  to  aii  wko  tlma  part  with  eifthly  rrfa- 
tMnsamdposiesHons.  They  flod  intfae'Cfaurch-Gtber 
felbers,  motherSj  brethren,  slaters,  chtldreo,  Ac  and 
at  the  resurrection  they  will  "  inherit  all  things," 
Rev.  xxi.  7.  and'  biighier  cbronetB  of  glory  shall 
eparide  from  their  heads.  The  Scriptures  show  us 
the  servants  of  God  in  ever'y  state  and  condition ;  we 
vinr  thou  rifch  and  poor,  hunouKd  anddMpteed,sick 
and  in  bjcaJth^  married  aqd  single,  childless  and  otber- 
'wise,  in  prosperity  and  in  adversity ;  to  teach  us,  that 
all  things  work  togfethor  for  good  to  them  who  love 
God  :  so  that  the  believer  hath  comfort  always.  If 
temporal  blessings  be  granted  him,heaccepteth  them 
as  shadows  of  thoae  which  are  eternal ;  if  they  are 
deniedj  he  remembereth  that  they  are  only  shadows, 
find  are  therefore  deniedj  that  he  oiay  dx  his  thoughts 
end  affections  more  firmly  on  the  substance. 

5.  7%e  Lord  shall  btess  thee  Out  of  ZioA :  and 
thou  shalt  see  the  good  oj"  Jerusalem,  all  the  dayi 
of  thy  l^e.  6.  Yea,  thou  shaU  see  thy  children's 
children,  and  peace  upon  Israel. 

Kvery  true  Israelite  rejoiceth  in  the  prosperity  of 
Zion ;  a  blessing  upon  the  church  diffuselh  itself  to 
all  the  members  thereof ;  and  the  good  of  Jerusalem, 
with  peace  upon  Israel,  is  all  the  good  we  can  desire 
to  see  upon  earth.  Hereafter  we  shall  see  greater 
ChingB  thu)  these.  Jehovah  from  ihe  heavenly  Zion 
wiH  bless  us  wHh  the  vision  oi  bis  immortal  g^ory  ; 
we  shall  see  the  good  of  the  neW  Jerus^em,  the 
wealthy  beauty,  and  majesty  of  that  holy  city ;  we 
«hall  see  the  generations  of  the  laithful  walking  in 
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the  light  of  it ;  witb  that  everluUng  peace  and  rest, 
^ich  remain  for  the  Israel  of  God.  ThcM  are  the 
bknings  pnuniaed  to  Memah,  and  to  his  seed,  for 
erermore. 

PSALM  CXXIX. 


In  the  former  part  of  this  Psalm,  I — 4.  tbechnrcb 
declareth  herself  to  have  been  often  assailed  and 
persecuted  by  her  enemies,  but  as  ofteo  rescued 
and  preserved  by  Jehovah ;  in  the  Itttter  part  of  it, 
5 — 8.  she  predicteth  the  miserable  end  of  all  those 
who  bate  Zion. 

1 .  Matof  a  time  have  th^  afflicted  me  from  ny 
youth,  may  Urael  novo  say :  2.  Many  a  time  have 
tkty  afflicted  me  from  my  youth  :  yet  tkt^  have  not 
prevailed  against  me. 

Affliction  is  nothing  new  to  the  people  of  God. 
Many  a  time  have  the  righteous  been  under  perse- 
cntioD,  from  the  hour  when  Cain  rose  up  against  his 
brother  Abel,  to  this  day.  Like  the  bash  which 
Moses  beheld  in  the  desert,  the  church  hath  "  bum- 
"  ed  with  fire,"  but  is  not  yet  "  consumed ;"  and  for 
the  same  reason,  because  God  is  in  the  midst  of  ber  *. 

*  Ecclmia  JEUD  inde  ab  initio  in  Abe),  in  ^ocb,  in  NoS,  b 
Abnhan),  in  Lot,  in  EffyptiacA  servitute,  in  Moyse,  et  Prophetii, 
graves  peqKssa  imimicos :  dicit  ilia  qnidem  nepe  a  jiiveotute  u 
fiiisBC  oppugnatuu ;  nihilo  tamen  seciils  pervenisse  ad  senec. 
tutem,  ac  nc  in  senectute  quideu  opprimi  posse.  Victns  eniii 
qui  isviebat,  vicit  qui  suSerebat,    Bossuet, 
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He  who  took  oar  nature  npoo  him,  wu  abo  "  af-' 
"  flicted  from  his  youth,"  bat  hu  enemies  "  pre¥wl- 
**  ed  not  finally  against  him."  And  it  is  obserrablei 
that  what  God  spake,  by  his  prophet  Hosea,  con- 
ceming  Israel,  "  When  Israel  .was  a  child,  then  I 
'*  loved  him,  and  called  my  son  out  of  Egypt,"  is 
by  St.  Matthew  af^ied  to  Chrut ;  "Joseph  took  the 
"  young  child  and  bis  moUier  by  night,  and  departed 
"  into  Egypt,  and  was  there  until  the  death  <tf 
"  Herod:  thatit  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken 
"  by  the  prophet,  Out  of  Egypt  have  I  called  my 
"  SOD :"  Matt  ii.  14.  Hos.  xi.  I.  The  truth  is,  that 
there  subsisted  between  Christ  and  the  church  an 
union  like  that  between  the  head  and  the  members 
of  the  same  body ;  they  are  therefore  called  by  the 
same  name,  Israel,  and  what  is  said  coacerning 
one,  frequently  admitteth  of  an  application  to  the 
other.  He  became  like  us  by  taking  our  nature,  and 
we  become  like  him  by  receiving  his  grace.  Our 
sufierings  are  accounted  as  his ;  and  his  righteonanest 
spoken  of  as  ours. 

3.  2iie  plowerg  ptowed  upon  rng  back;  tkof  made 
long  their  Jvrrows.  i.  The  Lord  is  righteous  :  He 
hath  ciU  astmder  the  cords  of  the  wicked. 

The  fcvmer  of  these  two  verses  expresseth  a  state 
of  great  affliction,  the  latter,  a  deliverance  from  that 
state.  The  word  t^^,  which  signifies  to  dig,  or  cut 
the  ground,  and  so,  to  plow,  is  also  used  simply  for 
cutting,  carving,  or  graving ;  see  Exod.  xxxv.  33. 
Jer.  xvii.  1.  Being  here  applied  to  the  back  of  cap- 
tives, and  cords  having  been  the  instruments  of  it,  in 
all  reason  it  is  to  be  understood  of  scourging,  which 
3 
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««ts.  Mid,  es  it  were,  digi,  and  plovra>  asd  milBei  for- 
vovn  ia  the  flesh ;  and  the  longer  the  cord  of  the 
floswges  are,  the  longer  are  the  iroandi  and  fHirowi. 
Poi*  oar  sdces  he  w1m>  knew  no  sin  "  gave  his  bade 
"  to  the  amiten,"  Iia.  I.  6. :  and  pemitted  thsK 
'^^  ploweis  to  make  long  dieirfarraws  upon  iL"  But 
**  the  rigbteotu  Lord  cat  arander  the  cords  af  Ae 
*'  vridced ;"  -reageanoe  overtook  the  wretched  inrtm- 
menti  of  his  sufferings ;  and  the  persecators  of  bis 
iterrBOtiefaall  perish  in  like  manoo',  as  the  Psalaiiit 
proeeedeth  to  assure  us  in  the  verses  following. 

5.  Ltt  ihem  all,  or,  th^aU  ahaU,  be  confounded 
and  turned  back  that  hale  Zion. 

Since  the  ways  of  God  are  equal,  the  destmctioo 
irhich  hath  lighted  on  former  peraecators  of  tbe 
^urch  aSbrdeth  an  assurance,  that  all,  in  every  age, 
who  hate  Zion,  shall,  at  the  day  of  final  retribution, 
if  not  before  ^at  day^  feel  the  weight  of  his  ttm, 
who  is  ibe  Savioar,  the  King,  and  the  God  of 
Zion. 

6.  Let  them,  or,  they  shall,  be  as  the  gra»$  upon 
iAe  hMue-tppg,  lohich  untherelh  afore  it  groiceth 
up;  Heb.  wpul/edup*.  7.  Wherewith  the  movier 
^^th  not  ku  hand :  nor  he  that  bmd^  aheavee  his 

boMBtn.  S.  Neither  do  they  which  go  by  $^,  The 
blessing  of  the  Lord  be  upon  you :  ue  bless  you  in 
the  name  of  the  Lou>. 

The  transient  prosperity  of  mortal  man  is  often  ia 
sacred  writ  compared  tograss,  the  history  i^ which 

*  Mr.  Uamtr  t^es  Uie  idea  of  tbe  Pwlmiit  to  be,  <■  Whidi 
"  witheietl)  beloje  it  uuabcuth*  iU  car."   Observ.  11. 463. 


^cbvGoogle 


ur  87-  B'  v.]        QV  THE  PSALMS.  MS 

U  contained  in  these  few  words,  "  It  conietb  up,  and 
"  is  cut  down."  9ut  here  the  comparison  is  carried 
still  ferther.  Not  the  common  grass  in  the  fie]^,  but 
"  grass  growing  on  the  boose-tops,"  is  selected  to 
convey  the  idea  of  bad  men ;  grass,  which  having  no 
depth  of  earth,  into  which  it  may  strike  its  roots, 
doth  not  wait  the  hand  of  the  gatherer,  but 
*'  withereth"  even  "  before  it  ia  plucked  np."  And 
then,  so  thin,  so  wretchtd,  and  so  unprofitable,  is  the 
crop,  that  none  are  employed  to  cdlect  and  carry  it 
ii^;  none  to  whom  passengers  mi^t  address  those 
acclamations  and  salutations,  customary  at  such  times, 
as  "  The  Lord  be  with  you,  bless  you,"  &c.  Ruth 
ii.  4.  ThDs,  while  the  felicity  of  Zion's  children  is 
f6ot«d  and  grounded  in  Chrirt,  that  of  ber  enemies 
hath  no  found^ion  at  alL  White  the  ehurcb  lab- 
iisteth  from  generatioD  to  generation,  the  kingdoms 
and  empires,  that  have  persecuted  her,  &de  end 
withar  away  of  themielves.  And  at  the  general 
barrest  of  the  world,  when  the  righteous  «baU  be 
oarried  by  angels,  with  joyful  acclamations,  into  the 
mansions  prepared  for  them  above,  the  wicked,  un- 
regarded by  the  heavenly  reapers,  and  unblessed  by 
«1),  shall  become  fuel  for  a  fire  that  goeth  not  tjut ; 
resembling,  in  this  their  sad  end,  likewise,  that  worth- 
less grass,  "  which  to-day  is,  and  to<mOTrow  is  ca^ 
*'  into  the  oven." 
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PSALM  CXXX. 

AReOHBIIT. 

This  is  the  sixth  of  those  which  are  styled  "  Peoi- 
"  tential  Psalms."  It  is  calculated  for  the  use  of 
the  church,  or  any  member  thereof;  and  contain- 
eth,  1,  2.  a  complaint  of  great  distress;  3.  a  con- 
fession of  man's  sinfulness ;  4 — 8.  an  act  of 
laith  in  the  divine  mercy,  and  the  promised  re* 
demption. 

1.  Out  of  Ae  depths  have  I  cried  unto  tkee,  0 
LoBD.  %  Lord,  hem"  mi/  voice :  let  thine  ears  be 
idtentive  to  the  voice  oftm/  eu^Ucatiotts, 

From  the  d^ths  of  sin,  and  the  misery  occasioned 
by  sin^  the  penitent^  like  another  Jonas,  entombed  in 
the  whale's  belly,  and  snirounded  by  all  the  naves 
of  the  ocean,  crieth  unto  God  for  help  and  salvation. 
Fervent  prayer  will  find  its  way,  through  every  ob- 
struction, to  the  ears  of  him  who  sitteth  upon  his 
h<dy  hill.  And  may  not  the  bodies  of  the  faithful, 
buried  in  tbe  dust,  be  said  to  cry,  out  of  ttie  depths 
of  the  grave,  for  a  joyful  resurrection,  according  to 
tbe  promise  and  the  pattern  of  Ghnst,  who,  after 
Uiree  days,  came  forth  from  the  heart  of  the  earth, 
as  Jonas  did  from  the  belly  of  the  whafe  ? 

3.  If  thou,  LoBD,  shouldeat  mark  iniguities,  0 
Lord,  who  shall  stand  F 

A  reason  is  here  ui^ged,  why  God  should  spare  and 
pardon  the  suppliant,  namely,  because,  was  he  accu- 
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rately  to  note  the  offences  of  the  best  men,  and  to 
produce  them  in  judgement  against  the  offenders,  i»  4 
man  conid  stand  in  that  judgement,  but  the  whole 
race  of  Adam  must  continue  to  eternity  under  the 
dominion  of  sin  and  death ;  which  a  gracious  tmd 
merciful  Qod  will  not  permit  to  be  the  case.  It 
is  accordingly  declared  in  the  next  verse,  that 
measures'faad  been  taken  to  prevent  so  deplorable  a 
catastrophe. 

4.  But  there  is  forgiveness  aiith  thee,  that  thou 
mayest  be  feared. 

True  repentance  is  founded  upon  the  sense  of  our 
own  wretchedness,  and  faith  in  the  divine  mercy. 
Without  the  former,  we  shoqld  never  seek  for  par- 
don and  grace ;  without  the  latter,  we  should  despair 
of  finding  them.  The  Psalmist,  therefore,  having  in 
the  three  preceding  verses  expressed  the  one,  now 
maketh  profession  o(  the  other.  "  There  is  foi^ve- 
"  ness  with  thee ;"  thou  wilt  not  "  mark  iniquities," 
or  leave  us  to  the  rigours  of  strict  justice,  but  thoa 
bast  devised  means  that  we  perish  not  for  ever :  thou 
hast  provided  an  atonement,  and  in  virtue  of  that 
atonement,  the  sinner  may  obtain  pardon ;  he  need 
not,  therefore,  reject  thy  service,  and  cast  himself 
away  in  despair,  but  is  encouraged  to  serve  thee 
acceptably  through  faith,  with  godly  fear :  "  there  is 
"  for^veness  with  thee,  that  thou  mayest  be  feared.'* 
Or  the  meaning  may  be,  Tbou  forgivest  man,  that 
so,  being  restored  to  thy  favour,  and  endtted  with 
thy  grace,  be  may  thenceforth  fear,  or.  serve  thee,  as 
it  becomes  one  who  hath  obtained  mercy  to  do. 
.    b.  I  toaitfor  the  Loai^  mgf  sotd  doth  matt,  and 
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in  hi»  teorddo  I  hope.  6.  Mtf  tout  vraittth/or  f^e 
Lqrd,  more  than  tk^  that  wateA  Jot  the  mom^ 
ing :  1  say,  more  than  tk^  that  viatchfor  tAc  mom- 
ing. 

The  repctitioiu  here  do  beautifully  ezpreas  that 
atfdentdeeire  which  the  contrite  loal  hath  ior  the  mi' 
votion  of  God.  Or.  Hammond  secineth  to  have  gives 
the  true  construction  of  t».  6.  *y^vh  ^VDi.  "  My 
"  soul  to  the  Lordj  that  is,  risethi  comelh,  or  hast«n- 
"  e^  to  the  Lord«  "rp^*?  D^IOCTD  from  the  momfaig 
"  watches,  that  is,  from  the  time  when  thfty  baitan  t» 
"  their  watches,  in  other  words,  the  guards  every 
"  morning  that  hatteil  to  tbeirwatdie^  arc  notearlicr 
"  tba&  I  am  in  my  daily  addresses  to  God.  Who 
"  these  Watches  or  ghards  of  the  morDing  are«  the 
"  Chaldee  hath  best  expresMd :  They  that  obtCrte 
"  the  nkOToing  watches,  that  they  may  offer  tb«f 
"  Htoming  oMation,  that  is.  the  priests  which  iti  thsii 
"  turns  officiated ;  or  rather,  some  officers  of  tittki, 
"  which  were  peculiarly  appointed  from  a  tower  to 
"  expect  the  first  appcBrsncs  of  break  of  day." 
With  Biidi  earnestness  did  the  ancient  chhrcli  expect 
the  appearance  of  that  day-spring  from  on  high, 
wbtcb  wM,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  to  visit  the  woihl. 
With  eqnal  eantcfltnesB  have  the  faithful  sincelookcd 
out  for  thedawning  of  that  last  tnorning,  whicatt  isto 
abeli^  sin,  and  put  an  end  to  sorrow. 

"7.  IiBt  Itrael  hop€  in  the  Lord  :  for  with  Ue 
Load  there  id  mercy^  and  with  him  is  pletOenu  r** 
demption,  S.  And  he  ehall  redtem  ItrktlJ^vm  dtf 
Ats  ini^tMiet,  or,  tim. 

TfauffiTencsaieperfoctlyevAn^ical.  Thecberch 
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of  Israd  was  exhorted  to  "  hope;'  in  JeliovBbj  be- 
cause with  him  there  was"  mevcy,  and  pleoteoiiB  rp- 
"  demption."  And  of  what  nature  vr&s  that  redemp- 
tion ?  A  redemption  from  ^n ,-  "  he  'shall  redeem 
"  Israel  ^m  all  his  sins  ;"  conseijsently,  fhim  all 
trouble  and  misery,  which  are  bat  the  edicts  of  sin, 
and  wiH  cease  when  their  cause  shall  be  finally  taken 
away.  N«w  what  ia  this,  bat  the  Gospel  itself^  or 
where  is  the  dHTerence  bet^n«n  this  of  the  Pgalmist^ 
"  he  fihatl  redeem  Israel  from  all  bis  sins,"  and  that 
of  the  Evangelist,  "  Thon  sbalt  call  his  name  Jsbvs, 
"  for  he  shall  bxve  his  PEOPin  vnam  rait^  gam?" 
Matt  i.  21.  Tittt  Israel  of  God,  or  cbflrdt 
nniversa},  "  hoping"  in  the  same  "  mercy"  and  tbe 
same  "  plenteous  redemption,"  expecteth  tbe  fall 
aceompKsbment  of  this  gracious  pronme,  at  tiM 
second  adrent  of  her  Saviour,  when  the  p«na^ 
of  ffi»  sbatl  be  taken  off,  and  death  be  amUoffCd 
ap^  in  victory. 

PSALM  CXXXI. 

AaCOMENT. 

Tilis  Psalm  containeth,  I,  3.  a  descriptMtn  of  true 
humility,  and  resignation  to  the  will  of  God,  with, 
3.  an  exhortation  to 'the  practice  thereof.  It  is 
moat  probably  a  F«alm  (k  David,  and  i»  ecainent- 
iy  appiicahle  te  Messiah,  in  bis  state  of  hoasiliai- 
tion  M  earth.  Happy  wmld  it  be  for  (he  world, 
iC  alf  his  disdpfes  could  imbibe  the  spirit  of  tfib 
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short  but  lovely  Pmlm,  and  copy  after  the  example 
which  it  sett^  before  them. 

1.  Lord,  n^  heart  is  not  haughty,  nor  mine  t^fe» 
lofty:  neither  do  I  exercise  myself  in  great  matters, 
or  m  things  too  high  for  me. 

Pride  be^oneth  in  the  "  heart,"  and  discoverelh 
itself  in  the  "  eyeSj"  the  countenaace,  and  the  car- 
riage ;  thinking  noUiing  "  too  high  for  it/'  it  is  al- 
ways aiming  at  itiU  "  great  matters."  scheming  to  be 
at  the  top  of  earthly  grandeur ;  and,  when  there, 
restless  because  it  can  go  no  further.  Of  this  dispo- 
sitioa  the  »on  of  David,  like  bis  fother  and  repre- 
sentative of  old,  was  by  his  enemies  affirmed  to  be ; 
he  was  accused  of  affecting  the  sovereignty,  and 
therefore  hunted  and  persecuted  even  to  the  death. 
But  bow  truly  do  these  words  of  the  Psalmist  deli- 
neate his  real  character !  He  was  not  "  baugbty," 
but  "  meek  and  lowly  in  heart ;"  his  "  eyes"  were 
not  "  lofty,"  but  kindly  regarded  the  meanest  object 
that  presented  itself  to  them ;  he  looked  not  to 
"  great  matters,"  and  *'  high  things,"  but  chose  to 
be,  and  to  be  esteemed,  the  least  and  lowest  of  all. 

%  Surebf  Ihavebehaved,  or  subdued,  and qitieted 
myself,  aa  a  child  that  is  veeaned  of  his  mother:  n^ 
soul  is  even  as  a  xteaned  child. 

A  child  newly  weaned  moumeth  because  j>f  the 
favourite  aliment  which  is  withdrawn  from  him,  bat 
depending  absolutely  on  the  mother  for  every  thing, 
learneth  to  acquiesce  in  her  treatment,  of  him,  aad 
quietly  to  accept  what  it  shall  please  her  to  give. 
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Such  was  the  bumble  resignation  of  tbe  Lamb  of 
God  to  the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father,  under  tbe 
severest  dispensations,  when  even  the  divine  pre- 
sence, and  that  support  which  it  afforded,  seemed  to 
have  been  withdrawn  :  "  Father,  into  thy  hands  I 
"  commend  my  spirit !"  Who,  then,  can  expect  to 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  lieaven,  "  except  he  be 
"  converted,  and  become  as  a  litUe  child  P"  Matt 
xviii.  3- 

3.  Let  Israel  hope  in  the  Loao  from  henceforth 
and  for  ever. 

After  the  example,  therefore,  of  the  King  of  Israel, 
who  thus  demeaned  himself  in  his  afflictions,  lowly, 
contented,  and  resigned,  casting  all  bis  care  upon -the 
,  Father  who  cared  for  him,  and  patiently  waiting  his 
time  for  deliverance  and  salvation ;  after  this  their 
example  and  pattern,  let  his  faithful  people  hope  and' 
trust,  not  in  themselves,  their  wisdom,  or  their  power, 
but  in  Jehovah  alone,  who  will  not  fail  to  exalt  them, 
as  be  hath  already  exalted  their  Redeemer,  if  they  do 
but  follow  bis  fdeps. 

TWENTY.EIGHTH  DAY.— MORNING  PRAYER. 

PSALM  CXXXIl. 

ARGUMENT. 

This  is  one  of  the  Proper  Psalms,  which  the  church 
hflth  appointed  to  be  used  on  Gbristma^-day.  It 
containeth,  1— '5.  a  petition  that  Jehovah  would 
be  mindful  of  the  zeal  shown  by  his  servant  David, 

VOL.  II,  G  g 


469  A  COMMEMTART  [tsaem  Ut. 

irr  prtptring  «  phce  for  bw  btbitmtioii ;  6.  tke 
exultation  of  the  faithful  upon  hearing  the  glad 
tidings,  that  God  would  dwell  among  them ;  and, 
7.  their  resolution  to  worship  at  the  place  which 
he  had  chosen  for  that  purpose;  8 — I(X  an  address 
to  Jehovah,  used  by  Solomon  at  the  d^fatioD  of 
the  temple,  whence  soaae  have  tfaou^t  him  to  hare 
been  the  author  of  the  Psalm;  11 — 18.  the  sab- 
■tancc  of  6od'»  promises  made  to  Bartd  and  to  his 
seed.  The  whole  Psalm  is  perfectly  well  adapted 
to  the  festival  of  the  incarnation,  as  the  followipg 
comment  will,  it  is  hoped,  abundantly  deifKiUr 
strate. 

1 .  LoRDj  rcf?iem6er  David,  and  aU  his  a^wtunu: 
Israel  bewecheth  Jehovah  to  be  mindfiil  of  those 
fforroiTB  ftnd  sufferings,  wbidi  had  been  undergone 
by  his  MTfant  David,  ere  he  attained  to  the  throne, 
and  establisbcd  th»  ancient  church  in  the  beauty  of 
holiness.  That  God  would  "  remember"  the  (u 
greater  "  afflictions"  sustained  for  our  sake  by  Mes- 
siah in  the  days  of  his  hum^ation,  when,  tbroagh 
much  tribulation,  he  accomplished  our  redemption, 
and  entered  into  bis  glory,  is  the  petition  preferred, 
in  these  words,  by  us  Christians. 

9.  Hou>  he  snare  unto  the  Lord,  and  vowed  unto 
themighl^GoD  qfJaoA^  -3.  Surely  J  vUl  not  coaie 
into  iAe  labejrnwU  of  my  house,  por  ffo  vp  into  n^ 
■  iifd;  4.  JtnH  not  give  sleep  to  mine  eyes,  or  dumber 
to  wane  eyeHds,  5.  Until  I  find  out  a  place  for  the 
-Lmd,  an  habitation  for  the  mig^y  God  of  Jacob. 

L.,.,i,z<,.f,CoogIc 


•AT  28.  H.  r.]        ON  THB  rSALMS.  461 

IitaUciEeomstancesand  utoationa,  David  wafl  so- 
fieitoua  for  the  tabemacTc  and  sefvtce  of  GocL  Of 
the  ootfa  and  tow  bere  raentmaed^  tre  bave,  indeed, 
no  account  m  the  sacred  history ;  bol  we  rmi^  % 
Soak  vfl.  2.  of  the  incssinew  which  he  expFeuei  to 
Nathan  the  prophet,  at  the  tfaooght  of  hi»  dw^wg  in 
a  pabce  of  cedar,  whHe  the  ark  of  God  dwek  only 
wkhbi  the  cartains^  of  a  tent.  Nay,  we  find,  b}A 
1  Chr(m.  xs'i.  49.  %\ai  he  di^tiot  bless,  and  uense- 
4piently  did  not  inhabit,  his  own  houser  mrtil  he  Had 
bnaght  the  ark  to  Zion,  where  the  temple  wa»allar- 
Wttlds  erected.  He  could  take  neiA«i  pleasure  nior 
mat,  nntil  a  place  waa  prepared  fw'  Ike-  reaideiwie  of 
Jehovah  iii  the  midst  of  his  people ;  an^  from  tbence- 
jGwrtb  ke  gave  himself,  with  ttawearied  diligence,  ta 
hy  in  a  plentiful  store  of  l&e  nost  costly  material!, 
eUver,  gt^,  and  precious  stones,  which  arere  em-. 
|itdyed  by  his  son  and  snccessov  SoIoibooj,  in  con- 
stfdeting  the  (tiagnificent  and  mystic  edifice.  Thus, 
ia  the  covenant  of  grace,  did  tke  Son  of  God  engage 
DiA  to  take  possession  of  his  heavenly  palace,  nor.  to- 
enter  into  his  eternal  rest,  until  he  had  prepared  iifion 
the  eafth  a  place  for  the  residence  of  the  Lprd ;  a 
btiilding  foamed  of  materials  sniwe  precions  than  goM 
4n4  stiver,  mate  Inri^t  and  beautifiil  than  rabies, 
eNteralxlsj  and  dbmonds.  All  this  was  pbnned  andi 
execDted  by  one  and  the  same  pemon,  wb»  first  suf- 
feKd  if  ^lefkoess  and  pAtience,  Kte  David,  tiica 
reigned  in  glory  and  peace,  like  Solomon.  The  be- 
liever should  spare  no,  pains,  no  time,  no  thought, 
to  find  out  and  prt^pare  in  his  heart  an  habitation  for 
the  God  of  Jacob,  since  our  Lord  hath  graciously 
»g3 
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vouchsafed  to  make  this  general  promise  to  us  all, 
"  If  a  rpan  love  me,  my  Father  will  love  him,  and 
"  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with 
"  him."    John  xiv.  23. 

6.  Lo,  Ke  heard  of  it  at  Epkratak :  we  found  it 
m  the  fields  of  the  wood. 

In  other  words,  as  bishop  Patrick  hath  paraphrased 
this  verse,  "  And  now,  behold,  the  Lord  himself, 
"  to  onr  great  joy,  hath  told  us  the  very  place  where 
"  he  will  fix  his  habitation,  I  Chron.  xzi.  18.  26.  in 
'*  the  territory  of  Bethlehem  Ephrata*,  Cien.  xxxv. 
"  13.  1 9.  in  the  fields  of  that  forest,  where  the  angel 
**  Btood  and  directed  David  to  baild  an  altar  to  the 
*'Lord:"  1  Chron.  xxi.  18.  xxii.  I.  Bethlehem 
Ephratah  was  the  city  of  David ;  it  was  likewise  the 
city  wherein  the  Son  of  David  was  bom,  as  the  pro- 
phet Micah  hath  foretold  :  "  And  thou  Bethlehem, 
"  in  the  land  of  Judah,  art  not  the  least  among  the 
"  cities  of  Judah,  for  out  of  thee  shall  come  a  Gro- 
"  vernor,  that  shall  rnle  my  people  Israel,"  Micah 
T.  3.  cited  by  the  chief  priests  and  scribes  to  Herod, 
Matt.  ii.  6.  Christians,  as  well  as  Jews,  may  there- 
fore say,  and  iipon  the  festival  of  Christ's  nativity, 
using  this  Psalm,  they  do  say,  "  Lo,  we  heard  of  it 
"  at  Ephratah :"  for  there  the  angel  first  proclaimed 
the  news  of  the  incarnation  lo  the  shepherds  :  "  Be- 
"  hold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
"  shall  be  to  all  people ;  for  unto  yon  is  bom  this 

*  Jerusalem,  as  Mr.  Merrick  observes  from  Gnerua.  beinf; 
situated  not  far  from  Bethlehem,  might  be  comprehended  in 
the  region  o(  Ephrata ;  or  nn^fitia,  may  be  rendered  "  pear 
"  Ephrata." 
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"  day,  in  tbe  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is 
"  Christ,  the  Lord ;"  Luke  ii.  10.  There  was 
"  found"  the  true  tabemadeand  temple,  "  not  made 
"  with  bands,  the  place  for  Jehovah,  the  habitation 
■'  for  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob." 

7.  We  will  go  into  his  tabernacles :  we  will 
worship  at  his  footstool. 

If  this  were  the  resolution  of  Israelites,  who  saw 
the  incarnation  only  in  type  and  figure,  how  much 
more  ought  it  to  be  oure,  who  live  since  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  which  was  foreshown  ;  since  the 
Word,  made  flesh,  hath  dwelt  upon  the  earth,  and 
the  church  hath  been  erected  among  the  nations  ? 
If  they  worshipped  the  God  of  Israel,  who  then  dwelt 
in  the  holy  of  holies  between  the  cherubim,  shall  not 
we  worship  the  same  divine  person,  who,  though 
ascended  up  on  high  above  all  heavens,  yet  hath  as- 
sured us,  that  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  to- 
gether in  his  name,  there  is  he  in  the  midit  of  them  ? 

8.  Arise,  O  Lord,  into  (Ay  rest;  thou,  and  the 
ark  of  thy  strength. 

When  the  ark  marched  before  the  children  of  Israel 
to  find  out  a  resting-place,  it  is  recorded,  Numb. 
X.  35,  36.  that  Moses  said,  "  Rise  up,  Jehovah, 
*'  and  let  thine  enemies  be  scattered,  and  let  them 
"  that  hate  thee  flee  before  thee ;"  and  when  it  rest- 
ed, he  said,  "  Return,  or  bring  back,  the  many  thou- 
"  sands  of  Israel."  The  verse  before  us  was  used, 
with  the  two  succeeding  verses,  by  Solomon,  as  the 
conclusion  of  his  prayer  at  the  dedication  of  the 
temple,  2  Chron.  vi.  41.  The  purport  of  the  peti- 
tion, therefore,  was,  that  the  presence  of  Jehovah 
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ni^t  mt  upon  Zion,  and  dwell  in  t|ie  boose  ^n- 
pored  for  it,  ai  the  same  presence  hath  since  dwdt 
in  Christ,  and  is  to  be  with  the  Christian  chnrdi  to 
the  end  of  the  world. 

9.  Let  thy  priests  be  cUttked  mth  righteou8ne$$; 
tatd  lei  thy  taint$  $h»ut  wiikjoy. 

The  ark  being  placed  in  the  temple,  prayer  is  next 
made  for  the  miniflters  of  religion,  that  they  might 
through  grace,  be  iuvested  with  righteousness  as  with 
a  garment,  and  be  both  covered  and  adorned  with 
a  robe  of  inviolable  sanctity ;  that  spiritaal  joy  might 
fill  their  hearts,  and  bredi  forth  in  songs  of  praise 
to  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  Let  not  those,  who 
have  obtained  the  evangelical  priesthood,  be  ex- 
ceeded by  the  sons  of  Levi,  in  holiness  and  ak- 
cnty, 

10.  Far,  thy  servant  Daoid's  sake,  turn  not  amof 
the  face  i^  thine  anointed. 

Solomon  beseecheth  God,  for  the  sake  of  his  fa- 
vourite servant  David,  and  the  promises  made  to 
him  and  his  seed,  that  be  would  not  deny  the  request 
of  David's  son,  now  "  anointed"  to  be  king  over 
Israel,  and,  by  so  doing,  confound,  put  him  to 
shame,  or  "  turn  ftway  bis  face."  That  this  is  the 
meaning  of  the  phrase,  is  plain  from  I  Kings  ii,  16. 
where  Adonijah  says  to  Bathsheba,  "  And  now  I  adt 
*'  one  petition  of  thee,  deny  me  not ;"  in  the  He- 
brew, "  turn  not  away  my  face."  A  Christian  aaketb 
nothing  but  in  the  name,  and  for  the  sake,  of  the 
Son  of  David,  Jesns  Christ  our  Lord,  in  wbom  all 
the  promises  are  Yea  and  Amen,  and  in  whom  who- 
soever beUeveth  shall  never  be  confounded,  or  dented 
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that  which  is  really  gMAi  and  profltAblfe  foir  hint  (J) 
receiTe. 

1 1.  The  Lord  Aol/t  suwrtt  in  truth  Unto  DatM  ; 
kemtlmt  tMmfmtti  it:  Of  tke  fruit  of  tktfbod^ 
mil  I  set  upoti  ih^  throne. 

That  this  if  a  prophecy  of  Messiah,'  ive  have  UtS 
authority  of  St.  Peter  to  sily ;  Acts  ii.  SO.  ^  David; 
**  being  a  prophet,  and  knowing  that  0«d  had  ^trbrM 
"  with  an  oath  to  him,  that  of  the  iVAft  of  hts  l6ins, 
"  according  to  the  flesh,  he  would  raise  up  Cbrist 
*'  to  sit  on  hn  throne,"  Ac.  This  promise  to  D^arid 
oceun,  2Sam.  vti.  1%  ^d  hath  a  twotVdd  setite,  rft^ 
feting  to  SoItaaoB  in  type  and  shadow,  to  CtiHst  1^ 
truth  and  substane.  See  more  on  Ps.  l£X]£iX;  S,  4.' 

IS.  If  thy  childrtn  viU  keep  my  eotindnt  and  n^ 
4e$timomftluitIihiUlteachthem,thekK^UAreh  shall 
als9  tittipon  thf  throne  for  ev&rmoftv  -  ■'-' 
■ .  The  promises  of  God  to  Oh^ist  are  absoldte  ,*  biri 
to  hit  *'  children,"  to  veil  aS  those  of  Datid,  they 
kT6  conditional ;  so  that  Our  interest  in  tbero  depend^ 
etfa  on  onr  faith,  onr  ob^Aence,  6ur  pcrse^raiflctj. 
"  Bdidd,"  saith  St.  Paul,  *"  the  goodneia  and  se«t^ 
"  rity  of  God :  on  them  which  fell,  severity ;  but 
"  towiirds  thee,  goodness,  if  ttimi  continue  in  that 
"  goodness }  otbermft,  thou  Also  «halt  be  cnt  off." 
Rom.  xi;  S3;  

.19:  fte-  Me  LoKO  hath  ehffsin  Xim :  ht  ha^  At' 
sired  it  for  his  habitation.  14.  TJiis  is  my  r^A'fot 
^ef:  hire.  kHI  1  dmdl;  far  I  hdv^  ^Sirnd  ii. 

How  infiflbble  ia  the  love  of  God  W  man,  thttt  bk 
sbovld  aee  ^ch  ea^resiioni  as  these'  consenting  bis 
church !  He  is  pleased  to  wy,  that  it  is  hit  disire  to 
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d#dl  with  ui ;  yet  how  litde  do  we  desire  to  dwell 
witb  him !  In  Zion  be  fixed  bis  abode,  and  there  con- 
tinued, till  the  iniquities  of  Israel  provoked  him  to 
forsake  his  holy  mountain,  and  to  ^ve  up  Jerasaleni 
for  a  prey  to  the  spoilers.  Since  that  time,  his  taber- 
nacle has  been  removed  into  the  possession  of  the 
Gentiles.  Forsake  not  this  thy  new  Zion,  O  God, 
and  deliver  ds  not  thy  people,  in  like  manner,  sinful 
as  we  are,  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  the 
avenger. 

15.  Imll  abundtmtfy  bleis  her  provision .-  IviiU 
aati^y  her  poor  with  bread.  16.  /  wiU  also  etothe 
her  priests  wUh  salvation:  and  her  saints  shall  shoui 
aloud  for  joy. 

That  city  in  which  the  King  of  heaven  deigns  to 
place  his  throne,  can  want  no  manner  of  ^ing  that 
is  good.  There  will  be  always  plenty. of  provision 
for  the  body  and  for  the  souL  The  poor  will  be  sa- 
tisfied with  bread,  and  to  the  poor  in  spirit  will  be 
given  the  bread  of  eternal  life.  Salvation  will  God 
appoint  for  a  wall  and  a  bulwark  around  the  priests 
and  the  temple;  joy  and  gladness  shall  be  heard 
within,'  thanksgiving  and  the  voice  of  melody.  What 
ft  dreadful  reverse  of  all  this  do  we  behold  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  once  glorious,  but  now  desolated, 
Jerusalem !  Let  not  any  Christian  church,  after  what 
has  happened  to  that  city,  be  high-minded,  but  let 
all  fear. 

17.  There  will  I  make  the  homofDamd  to  bud: 
J  have  ordained- a  tamp  for  mine  anointed. 

Bishop  Patridi  hath  well  paraphrased  this  verse : 
^*  There,  namely,  in  Jerusalem,  will  I  make  the  regal 
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"  power  and  majesty  of  David  to  put  forth  itself 
"  afresh  in  his  royal  successors :  no  sooDer  shall  one 
"  be  extin^ished,  but  another  shall  shine  in  such 
"  splendour,  as  shall  give  a  lustre  to  the  name  of  that 
"  anointed  servant  of  mine,  till  the  great  prince,  the 
"  Messiah,  appear ;"  then  will  the  horn  of  salvation 
be  raised  up  in  the  house  of  David,  to  subdue  the  ' 
empires  of  the  world,  and  to  vanquish  all  opposition ; 
then  shall  the  Branch  of  Jehovah  bud  into  beauty 
and  glory  upon  the  earth ;  then  shall  the  lamp  of 
Israel  become  a  sun  of  righteousness,  burning  and 
shining  with  lustre  inextinguishabte,  to  all  eternity. 
That  this  verse  doth  mystically  refer  to  Christ,  the 
Jews  confess,  as  Dr.  Hammond  .has  observed.  So 
saith  R.  Sandiah,  "  The  Lamp  is  the  King,  which 
"  illuminates  the  nations :"  and  Kimchi,  "  The 
"  Horn  of  David,  is  the  Messias." 

18.  His  enemies  will  I  clothe  with  shatne :  but 
upon  himself  shall  his  crown  Jhurish. 

It  is  here  predicted,  that  God  would  blast  and 
bring  to  nothing  every  design  formed  to  destroy  the 
house  of  David,  until  King  Messiah  should  arise  out 
of.it,  to  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  father.  In  him 
all  the  promises  centre,  and  the  kingdom  is  establish-  - 
ed  for  ever :  "  His  enemies,"  who  will  not  have  him 
to  reign  over  them,  shall,  at  the  last  day,  be  "  clothed 
*'  with  shame,"  and  everlasting  confusion ;  "  but 
"  DpoQ  himself  shall  his  crown  flourish,"  filling  hea- 
.  ven  and  earth  with  the  brightness  of  its  glory. 
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PSALM  CXXXIIl. 


ThiB  short  bat  pleasing  Psalm  was  composed  eitho: 
to  recommend  unity  among  the  tribes  of  Israel, 
or  to  celebrate  it  whea  k  bad  taken  place.  Bisht^ 
Patrick  justly  observesj  that  "  it  was  as  fitly  used 
"  by  Uw  first  Ghriitiaiis,  to  exprefs  their  jdy  for 
"  tfaft  bless^  uhion  of  J«irB  aad  Gentiles ;  and 
*•  may  libit  serve  the  use*  of  all  Christian  societies, 
*'  whose  happiness  lies  in  holy  peace  and  concord." 
It  containetb,  1.  a  rapturons  exclamation  on  the 
comforts  and  advantages  of  union,  frhicb>  %  3. 
are  illustrated  by  the  two  exquisite  nmiUtud^  of 
the  holy  anointing  oil  and  of  dew. 

].  Behold,  how  good  and  hov  pleasant  it  is,  Jtr 
brethren  to  dwell  together  ift  im^. 

Many  things  are  good  whioh  are  not  pleasant ; 
.  and  many  pleasant,  whkh  are  not  good.  But  vkHy 
among  brethren,  whether  civil  or  religious,  is  pro- 
dnctive  both  of  profit  and  pleasure.  Of  profit,  be- 
cause therein  consisteth  the  welfare  and-  neeutHy  of 
every  society ;  of  pteasurej  b^cauM  ntatoal  love  U 
the  .source  of  delight,  and  the  happiness  of  one  be- 
comes, in  that  case,  the  happiness  of  dl.  It  is  uni^ 
alone,  which  gives  beauty  as  well  as  strength,  to 
the  state ;  which  rendAs  the  church,  at  the  same 
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time,  "  &ir  as  the  niDon,.  and  tel-Hbte  as  tun  briny 
"  witb  banners."    Cant  vi.  10. 

3^  It  19  like  the  preehua  mtimeht  up»n  4he  kedd, 
^atran  down  upon  the  beard,  even  Atmnt'g  beatd, 
tJiat  ment  down  to  the  »kirta  of  hit  garattnts;  3.  At 
ike^  dew  of  Hermon  *,  and  as  the  devr  CJUtt  de»cfiided 
tt/wn  the'  moutUaink  of  Zion  :  fo'r  there  the  Loho 
eeninuMdied  th*  bteaaing,  6ven  lifef^r  etehnote: 
.  "  Unityi  beginning  in  the  prince^  itnd  dlffa^ed 
f  .through  the  ptople^  is  here  illuitrated,"  salth  doc- 
tor Ddany,  "by  two  images, the  most  apt  and  b^u- 
"  tiful  that  ever  were  inlagined.  Kingdoms  at'econ- 
"  sidered  ae  bodies  politic,  of  which  the  fcin^  is  the 
"  beadi  and  the.  people^  in  their  sereral  rflnlu  end 
"  oirders,  (be  parts  and  membeN.  A  spirit  of  union 
"  beginning  apon  the  prii)ce,  wbote  pnson  H  sact-ed, 
"  is  like  oil  poared upon  thp  bead  ^  Aoroti,  Which 
"  naturally  descend*,  and  spreads  itself  oter  all  the 
"  parts  of  the  body>  and  diffuses  beauty  and  fra*^ 
"  graqce  oTec  tbe  whole,  reaching  even  to  the  skirts 
"  of  the  garment.  Oil  is,  withont  question,  the 
"  j^est  eniblem  Of  uiiioh  that  ever  wa»  coticeived. 
"It  is  a  substance  contistihg  of  very  small  parts, 
"  which  yet,  by  .their  mutual  Adhesion,  (Constitute  one 
"  uniform,  well  united,  and  useful  body.  Tbe  sacred 
"  oil  carries  tbe  idee  and  tbe  adtantftge  Of  union  yet 

*  Bishop  Lowth  seeinelh  ivA\j  to  have  jastified  our  tr&nslat(«a 
in  supplj'iag  the  ellipsu  as  they  have  done,  nnd  thereby  r^mOvky 
fhe  absurdly  of  making  tbe  dew  afHertnoti,  a  mountain  oaotii 
Bide  of  Jordan,  towards  tbe  eastern  extremity  of  Canaan,  descend 
on  the  monntain  of  Zion,  which  was  situated  on  the  other  side  of 
Jordan,  at  JeroMttiu. 


^cbv  Google 


460  A  COMMENTARY  [psalh  133. 

"  farther ;  wbich  being  extracted  from  various  spices, 
"  yet  made  up  one  well  cohering  and  more  valuable 
"  compound.  The  next  image  carries  the  exhorta- 
".tioD  to  union,  and  the  advantages  of  it,  attll  higher. 
"  Hermon.  was  the  general  name  of  one  mountain. 
"  comprehending  many  lesser  and  lower  hills,  under 
"  the  surround  of  a  greater.  Union  in  any  nation  is 
"  the  gift  of  God  ;  and  therefore  unity  among  bre- 
"  tbren,  beginning  from  the  king,  is  like  the  dew  of 
"  heaven,  which  falling  first  upon  the  hi^er  summit 
"  of  Hermoa  (refreshing  and  enriching  wherever 
"  it  falls),  naturally  descends  to  Zion,  a  lower ;  and 
*'  thence  even  to  the  humble  valleys.  Zion  was  the 
"  centre  of  union  to  all  the  tribes ;  there  God  faim- 
"  self  had  promised  his  people  rest,  and  peace  from 
"  their  enemies  ;  which,  however,  were  of  little  value 
"  without  union  and  harmony  among  themselves  *." 
^bus  far  this  learned  and  pious  author,  whose  expla- 
nation of  the  Psalmist's  imagery,  as  descriptive  of 
civil  unity  in  the  slate,  is  so  just  and  elegant,  that  I 
could  not  forbear  transcribing  the  passage  at  length. 
It  only  remains  to  be  added,  that  these  divine  pictures 
receive  an  additional  beauty,  and  the  colouring  is 
much  heightened,  by  their  being  viewed  in  another 
'  light,  as  representations  of  spiritual  unity  in  the 
church.  The  spirit  of  heavenly  love  was  liiat  oil  of 
gladness  >rbich  Jehovah  poured  without  measure  on 
him  who  is  the  high-priest  and  head  of  bis  ehurch. 
Insinuating  and  healing,  comfortingand  exhilarating, 
it  is  diffused  from  him  over  his  body  mystical,  even 

*  Life  of  King  David,  vol,  iU.  p.  204. 
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down  to  tbe  least  and  lowest  members ;  "  of  his  ful- 
"  Qess  have  we  all  received ;"  and,  as  it  is  said  of 
Mary's  box  of  spikenard  in  the  Gospel,  "  the  house 
"  is  filled  with  the  odour  of  the  ointment."  Nor  did 
the  dew  of  heaven,  in  time  of  drought,  ever  prove 
more  refreshing  and  beneficial  to  the  mountains  of 
Judah,  than  are  the  influences  of  grace,  when  de- 
scending in  soft  silence  from  above  upon  the 
church;  in  the  onion  and  communiou  of  which,  God 
hath  "  commanded  the  blessing,  even  life  for  ever- 
"  more."  O  come  the  day,  when  division  shall  cease, 
and  enmity  be  done  away;  when  the  tribes  of  the 
spiritual  Israel  shall  be  united  in  a  bond  of  eternal 
charity,  under  the  true  David,  in  the  Jerusalem 
which  is  above ;  and  saints  and  angels  shall  sing  this 
lovely  Psalm  together ! 

PSALM   CXXXIV. 

ARGDHENT. 

With  this  Psalm,'  Christians  in  the  church,  like  ihe 
Levites  of  old  in  the  temple,  1,  S.  call  upon 
each  other  to  bless  God,  and  3.  upon  God  to 
bless  them  all. 

1.  Behold,  bless  ye  the  Lord,  aU  ye  setvants  of 
the  Lord,  ivhich  fry  night  stand  in  the  hause  of  the 
Lord.  2.  lAft  up  your  hands  in  the  sanctuary, 
and  bless  the  Lord. 

The  first  word  in  this  verse,  "  Behold,"  seemeth 
to  point  at  the  reasons  which  the  priests  in  the  temple 
2 


^cb,  Google 


ffS  A  CQMUEOTAHr  [fmlu  1S4. 

MtoMc«J«honh;  utf ithiidbccniaMl,  BelMltt, 
the  b(Kiw  of  God  n  built,  the  holy  servieet  are  ap- 
pointed, and  tbe  Lord  hath  girai  yao  rest  fron  year 
«pemiei,  that  yoa  may  Bcrre  hioi  aoeeptably ;  tti 
thni  it,  therefore,  with  gntitade  and  alacnty.  We 
imd.  1  CbroQ.  ix.  93.  that  the  Leriticai  nogen  were 
*'  fuapWyed  IB  their  workday  and  ni^t;"  totbeend. 
doabtleaa,  that  the  earthly  Banoloary  might  bear  aone 
BHwmMaace  of  that  above,  where,  St.  Jofanteltsa^ 
t^  redeeiaed  "are  before  the  throne  of  Ood,  arid 
"  aenre  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple :"  Rev.  vii. 
\b,  Christiana  are  the  redeemed  of  the  La^,  re- 
dwmed  frau  the  gnilt  and  doaiinioa  of  gin,  delivered 
out  of  the  hands  of  their  eoemies,  the  world,  the 
fleah,  and  the  devil,  that  they  may  become  the  ser- 
vants of  Christ.  He  hath  built  bis  cbarcbv  and  in  it 
he  wills  Uiat  men  pray,  lifting  up  holy  hands,  and 
that  they  offer  the  sacrifices  of  t^ianks^ving.  "  Be- 
"  hold,"  therefore,  "  bless  the  Lord  Jesus,  all  ye 
"  servants  of  bis  j"  bless  him  in  the  cheeriiil  and 
busy  hours  of  day;  bless  him  in  the  solemn  and 
peaceful  watches  otthe  night ;  making  melody,  even 
theq,  in  your  hearts  ajl  least,  if  not  with  your  voices. 
The  pitua  Mr.  Niabofes  Farrer  exhtfaited,  in  tJM  last 
century,  an  instance  of  a  Protestant  fomily,  in  vbich 
a  constant  course  of  psalmody  was  appointed,  and  so 
■(rift^  lf¥pt  up.  that  through  the  whole  fear  and 
t^nfy  h^E*  ol  da^  ftnd  nij^bl,  Ui«k  was  na  portieo 
of  Ump,  wh««  soQie  of  the  nemfaers  were  not  exor 
ployed  in  performing  that  most  pleasaatparl'i^dBty 
and  devotion.  The  reader  may  see  the  ourious  life 
oX  thia  e^tovordinary  person,  as  dnwn  up  by  Dr. 
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Tttrner,  biidwp  of  Ely,  in  the  C%riBtuin  Maguiee, 

Yol.  iL  p.  sae. 

3.  7%e  LoBD  that  made  heaven  and  earthf  bUs* 
thee  out  ofZion. 

The  two  preceding  verses,  as  Mr.  Mudge  olnerTes^ 
seem  directed  to  the  priests  of  the  temple,  by  mo^at^ 
persoDj  probably  of  consequence,  coipe  up  to  pajp 
hie  devotion.  Tliis  Utifd  verse  is  tiierefore  returned, 
as  from  the  priests.  And.thus  it  is,  that  pn^rer  an4 
praise,  which  by  grace  are  caused  tq  asceudfcom  oi|X 
hearts  to  God,  will  certainly  return  in  the  bei^dic- 
tioDs  of  heaven  upon  our  souls  and  bodies,  our  per- 
sons and  our  families,  our  church  and  our  country; 
(ike  the  vapours,  which,  exhaled  by  the  warmth  (^ 
the  Bun  from  the  bowels  of  the  earUi,  mount  upr 
wards  into  the  air,  but  soon  fall  a^ip  in  fruitful 
showers,  causiug  the  little  hills  to  rejoice,  aind  (^ 
valleys  to  Ifiugh  and  sing. 

PSALM   OXXXV. 

Ill  this  Psalm,  1,  2.  the  servants  of  Jehovah  are 
exhorted  to  praise  hioi,  3.  on  account  of  his  good- 
Dess;  of  the  pleasure  to  be  foiind  in  the  emplpyT 
inent ;  4r.  of  the  peculiar  oierciea  shown  to  Israel ; 
d.  of  hia  tofiqite  superionty  over  the  gods  ot  the 
nations,  manifested,  6, 7.  in  the  works  of  creation, 
8 — 14.  in  his  dealings  with  the  church,  and  Mrith 
her  adversaries.     15 — 18.  The  folly  of  idolatry, 
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and  of  those  who  practise  it,  is  described ;  md 
19—21.  Israel  is  agun  stirred  ap  to  praise  Je- 
hovah. 

1.  Praise  ye  ike  Lord.  Praise  ye  the  name  of 
the  Lobd;  praise  him,  Oye  aervanti  of  Ike  Lord. 
%.  Ye  that  stand  in  the  house  of  the  Imrd,  in  the 
courts  of  the  house  of  our  God.  3.  Praise  the  Lokd; 
for  the  Lobd  is  good:  sing  praises  unto  his  name; 
for  it  is  pleasant. 

AH  the  servants  of  God,  they,  more  especiaHy, 
who  minister  in  the  temple,  are  repeatedly,  as  in  the 
for^ioing;  Psalm,  excited  to  praise  their  blessed 
Master.  Two  reasons  are  assi^ed  why  they  should 
do  this.  First,  the  goodness  of  that  Master,  and 
secondly,  the  pleasantness  of  the  employment  The 
latter  of  these  reasons  bath  a  natural  and  necessary 
dependence  on  the  former.  A  sense  of  the  divine 
mercy  will  tune  our  hearts  and  voices  to  praise.  We, 
who  are  upon  earth,  often  find  ourselves  indisposed 
for  the  dnty  of  thanksgiving,  because  the  concerns  of 
the  body,  the  cares  and  pleasures  of  life,  extinguish 
for  a  time,  this  sense  in  us,  until  grace,  prayer,  and 
meditation,  render  it  again  lively  and  active.  In  the 
inhabitants  of  heaven,  who  behold  Grod  without  the 
veil  of  matter  interposed,  it  is  always  so ;  and  there- 
fore, they  rest  not  day  or  night  from  singing  halle- 
lujahs, nor  cease  one  moment  to  rejoice  in  God  their 
Saviour. 

4.  For  the  Lord  hath  chosen  Jacob  unto  himself, 
and  Israel  for  hispeculiar  treaaure.  5.  Pbr  I  know 
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A  tbkd  reaaon  why  Uie  children  of  Jbrael  should 
{miise  Ihe  QBnie  of  Jehcw&hj  wp^  ;the  circumstance  of 
Ibeir  :havin^  been  .selected  from  aiaoRg  the  Qilions  to 
be  his  church,  to  receive  the  law  and  the  promue^ 
io  hare  his  pres^ce  residii(g  in  the  midst  of  ttieiH, 
«fid  to  be  thegoardisiu  of  tfaeitrue  (aiih  and  wonhip. 
And  a  fowiUi  reason,  was  the  «)^flinority  of  Jehovah 
4^e«'Qodovier<the  gods  of  the. heathen,  andconw- 
-queoftly  ov&r  4hase  who  worshipped  theju ;  &obi 
jwhunce  followed  diis  comfcM?table  LQ&reace,  Iba^ibc 
was  Able  to{)roteotaj)d  todelendlw  pieof>le . gainst 
every  ietiem.y  that  had  «vil  wiU>te2ioa.  Sha^l^wt 
we  CSiFistiaBSj  then,  j>raise'the  same  gracious  hoxd, 
•wh«  hetb  lObosen  us  out  of  the  woxl4  wbo  .hftti^ 
giveo  unto  us  his  Gospel,  who  dwelleth  in  us.byjiw 
Spirit,  and  tfbo^  by  ilhat  Bpudt,  maketh  us  more  tJwTi 
fx>Bi<|Bar(»^s,o«er  our^ptritttal  adversBFJes? 

6.  What«oeoer.tke  hox> pleased,  tb«t  did  hem 
Aearam,emdm  ee.vth,intheieas,4md.aUdie^filace». 

The  p<«-«inineDce  of  Jehovah  above  the  fods  of 
ihe  naijone  iafiviaced  by  tbis  consideration,  thal^ 
at  the  beginning,  created  and  formiid  ihose  powers^ 
natwq,  wbose  operations  in  theiheaveHs,  iheeantb, 
and  the  -vraters,  iad  gthe  beftthen  wodd,  after  it  bad 
lUtBit  4be  ihnowiedge  nf  the  ■CkeeAor,  to  ad^ve  the 
AFeatuFeas indepeadent.  Letfw firaise biow who, in 
Ihe  intellectual  as  ia  Uie  matenal  worid,  ivtUoxA  and 
King-;  whOii8<ebeyedb(/ti)eangeISiinhMiireQ,«exv«d 
by  the  i3hDr«^  npoH^tarttv  aoijl  feared  biyitiieiSfiwits 
imftriaoned  in  deep  (>laow  befieatb. 

VOL.  II.  H  h 

DoiizccbvGoogle 


MB  A  COMMENTARY         ~  Cfbalh  ISft, 

7.  He  cauieth  the  vapour$  to  ateend  J¥om  the 

ends  of  the  earth  ;  he  maketh  Ughtninga  for  the 
rain;  he  bringeth  the  wind  out  ofhi$  treaauriea, 

■   They  wbo  in  old  time  paid  their  devotions  to  tfae 

elements,  imagined  those  elements  to  be  capable  of 
^ivingorwithholdingniin  at  pleasare.  Thereforewe 
^nd  the  prophet  Jeremiah  reclaiming  that  power  to 
Jehorahj'  as  the  God  who  made  and  governed  the 
world :  "  Are  there  any  among  the  vanities  of  the 
"*  Gentiles  that  can  cause  rain  f  or  can  the  heavens 
"*  give  showers  P  Art  thou  not  he,  O  Jehovah  oar 
^'God?  Tfaeref(H«  we  will  wait  upon  thee:  forthoa 
"  halt  made  all  these  things :"  Jer.  xiv.  9Z.  Among 
the  Greeks  and  Romans  we  meet  with  a  Jupiter  pos- 
sessed of  the  thunder  and  the  lightning,  and  an  .^Eotoa 
hiling  over  the  winds.  The  Psalmist  teacheth  as  to 
restore  the  celestial  artillery  to  its  rightfiil  owner. 
Jehovah,  the  God  of  Israel,  and  the  Creator  of  the 
universe,  contrived  the  wonderful  machinery  of  light 
and  air,  by  which  vapours  are  raised  from  the  earth, 
compacted  into  clouds,  and  distilled  in  rain.  At  his 
commend  the  winds  are  suddenly  in  motion,  and  as 
■nddenly  at  rest  again  ;  we  hear  the  sound,  but  can- 
not tell  whence  they  come,  or  whither  they  go ;  as 
if  they  were  taken  from  secret  storehoasea  ^the  Al- 
mighty, and  then  laid  up  till  their  service  was  re- 
quired again.  The  same  idea  God  himself  is  pleased 
to  give  Qs  in  the  book  of  Job,  where  he  described 
die  instruments  of  his  power,  as  so  many  weapons 
of  war  in  the  arsenal  of  a  mighty  prince :  "  Hast 
'*  thou  entered  into  the  treasures  of  the  snow?  or 
"  best  thou  seen  the  treasarei  of  the  hail  which  I 
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"  hare  reserved  against  tbe  time  of  ^teouble,  agaihst 
"die  day  of  battle  and  war?  By  what  way  is  the 
"  light  parted,  which  scattereth  the  east  wind  upon 
"  the  earth  P  Who  bath  divided  a  watercourse  for 
"  the  overflowing  of  waters  ?  or  a  way  for  the  light- 
"  ning  of  thunder,  to  cause  it  to  rain  on  the  earth  ?'-' 
Job  xxxviii.  2S,  &c.  it  is  a  great  instance  of  the 
divin*  wisdom  and  goodness,  that  lightning  should  be 
accompanied  by  rain,  to  soften  its  rage,  and  prevent 
its  mischievous  effects.  Thus,  in  tbe  midst  of  jnrlge- 
ment,  does  God  remember  mercy.  The  tbreatenings 
in  his  word  against  sinners  axe  like  lightning ;  they 
wonld  blast  and  scorch  ns  op,  were  it  not  for  his 
promises  inade  in  tbe  same  word  to  penitents,  wbich^ 
as  a  gracious  rain,  turn  aside  their  fury,  refreshing 
and  comforting  our  affrighted  spirits. 

8.  Who  amote  the^rtt'bom  of  Egypt,  both  of 
man  and  beast.  9.  Who  sen£  tokena  and  iBonders 
into  the  mid$t  of  thee,  O  Egypt,  upon  Pharaoh, 
and  ftpon  all  his  servants. 

Egypt  was  the  theatre  of  the  grand  contest  between 
tbe  God  of  Israel  and  the  gods  of  tbe  heathen..  The 
superiority  «f  tbe  fwrnor  over  tbe  latter  was  shown 
in  every  possible  vray  by  the  miracles  of  Moses, 
which  demonstrated  all  tiie  powos  of  nature  to  be 
under  the  dominion  of  Jebovah,  and  to  act  at  his 
command ;  so  that,  instead  of  being  able  to  protect, 
tbey  were  made  to  torment  and  destroy  th^ir  deluded 
vo'taries.  See  more  on  Psabn  IxxviiL  44,  &c  Tbe 
ol^cts  of  a  man's  sin  frequently  become,  in  the  end, 
the  instruments  of  bis  punishment. 

Id.  Who  smote  great  nations,  and  slew  tmgh^ 
B  h  S 
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ftwtff ;  1).  Sihon  kmg  af  ike  itetorstes,  tmd  Og 
kimg  ofBa^HM,  and  oU  tht  Hngdooa  of  Canaan: 
12.  Jsd  gave  their  kmd  for  iiit  heritage,  tm  he- 
ritage Hnto  In-Ml  hie  people. 

The  Tictoriet  gained  by  Israel  over  SUmm  Ksd  Og, 
in  their  paB8^;e  to  Caniui,  and  afterwBrds  over  ^e 
idoIab-oDt  ktngB  of  that  country,  ore  more  pronft  of 
the«Bine  point.  Forltrad  therefore  conqnered,  he- 
cautff  J^mvah  fought  for  them,  and  pat  them  m  |m»> 
seuion  of  that  good  hmd,  when  the  iniqiiitj  of  itaoU 
ifibabitantB  was  full,  and  cnid  to  heaven  ibr  ven- 
geance. Ttte  eaemiei  we  have  to  encoairter  in  oar 
way  to  the  promned  inherilancey  *iU  alio,  if  f^ 
rously  oppDMsd,  ftdl  before  as.  "  The  kingaiiai  af 
**  heaven  suffereth  vioience,  and  the  violent  take  it 
"  by  force."  Bat  k  is  God  who  figfatsth  for  m,  end 
with  iM,  who  giveth  us  the  victory,  and  puttelh  m  in 
posMirriof],  throngh  oar  Lord  Jesos  Christ. 

13.  Thy  name,  O  Lotio,  eodureth^  eoer^  emi 
thy  memorial,  O  Lord,  threvghout  mil  gementiuu, 
14.  f^  the  Ldiw  wiUJudge  Am  people,  muHmtoiU 
repent  hlttuelf  eenoemimg  Ua  imimmH. 

By  the  destiwctioii  of  Pharaoli.  with  Mb  Bgyptiavs, 
and  by  the  battle*  and  victariBa  of  JaeboB  j  much 
mote,  by  the  omriirow  of  th«  apintaai  Phanbh. 
with  his  infernal  host,  and  by  the  battles  and  vk^ 
titt  of  the  true  Joriwa ;  J«hoTah  hath  gbtfaA'  Um 
giory,  and  hii  haiae  la  nagaifiad  in  ibe  chardi  fretn 
age  to  afe,  The  pe^fke  fevhoia  he  baA  redeaaied. 
May,  iftd«ed,  for  ^a  ^hantiiement  of  tiieirfaiipMlics, 
be  BometimeB  delrrei«d  into  ^e  hands  vf  their  ene- 
Aties,  «ttd  ti|>pl««sed  by  Ihem.     But  it  ts  only  to  show 
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them  tbeir  traDsgressioiu,  and  ImA  them  to  repent- 
ance. When  this  effect  ia  wrongbt,  he  is  ftlwaya 
xeaiiy  to  "judge  them,"  to  ptevd  and  avenge  their 
cause ;  he  "  repenteth  him"  of  the  evil,  and  avert* 
eth  it;  be  is  entreated  fortbeland^  and  becometh 
gracious  to  his  servants. 

15.  The  idols  of  the  heathen  arc  tiher  OTtd  gold, 
the  work  ofmen^8  hands.  16.  Thejf  have  mouths, 
but  thei/  speak  not ;  eyes  have  they,  but  thei/  see  not, 
17.  3%gr  have  ears,  but  thej^  hear  not ;  neither  ia 
there  any  breath  in  their  mouths.  IS.  Tha^  that 
ntwEre  tk&n  are  like  unto  th«m .-  lo  ia  every  one 
that  trusteth  m  them. 

In  these  verses  is  set  forth  the  di%reace  between 
the  God  of  lamel,  and  the  idols  of  the  nations,  ai 
also  between  the  worshippers  of  each ;  all  tending  to 
confirm  the  truth  of  what  was  asserted,  ver,  5.  "  I 
**  know  that  the  Lord  is  greats  and  that  our  Lord 
"  is  above  all  g;odff.''  As  the  same  wordsoccur.  Psalm 
cxv.  4,  &c.  the  reader  is  referred  thither  for  the  ex- 
pUcatioa  of  theia 

19.  ^essthehaoD,  O house tf  Israel:  ble^&the 
LoaD,  O  house  of  Aaron:  ^.  Bless  the  Xjord, 
O  house  of  Zjeci :  j^e  that  fear  the  Lord,  bless  the 
Lord.  SI.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  out  of  SSion^tohich 
dmeUeth  at  Jerusalem.     Praiseye  the  Lord. 

He  wbo  proved  himself  superior  to  the  objects  of 
ancient  idolatry,  is  no  less  soperior  to  every  <d:^t 
on  which  deluded  man  can  place  his  affections.  The 
LardgKvc,  and  the  Lord  will  tales  tb«m  away.  Let 
"  the  boas*  of  Israel,"  theieforf^  and  "  the  sona  (^ 
**  Aaron,"  Aa  churcb  and  the  miaifltftn  Ibenof,  l*t 
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d\  who  "  fesr  the  Lord,"  bless  and  praiae  his  holy 
name  in  the  temple  here  below,  until  they  shall  be 
admitted  to  do  it  for  evermore^  in  that  which  u 
above. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  DAY.— EVENING  PRAYEB. 

PSALM   CXXXVL 


This  is  a  delightful  bymn  of  praise  and  thanksgiving 
to  Jehovah,  I — 3.  God  of  gods  and  Lord  of  lords, 
for  the  wonders,  4—9.  of  creation,  10 — 26.  of 
providence  and  grace ;  which  were  probably  ce- 
lebrated in  due  order  by  one  half  of  the  choir, 
while  the  other  half,  or  p^haps  the  whole  in 
full  chctfUB,  took  op  the  burden  of  each  verse, 
"  For  his  mercy  endoreth  for  ever !"  a  form  of 
acknowledgement,  as  bishop  Patrick  observes, 
prescribed  by  David,  1  Chron.  xvi.  41.  to  be 
used  continually  in  the  divine  service;  a  form 
highly  proper  for  creatures,  and  sinful  creatures, 
to  use,  whose  great  employment  it  is  now,  and 
will  be  for  ever,  to  magnify  the  mercy  and  loving 
kindness  of  their  Ood. 

1.  O  give  thanks  tmto  the  IjoKDifor  he  is  good: 
Jbr  hie  meT(y  eniMKth  for  ever.  S.  0  gioetkanh 
vnto  the  God  of  gods :  for  his  men^  endureth/ir 
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^er.    3.  O  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  of  lords .-  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

We  are  called  upon  to  praise  Jehovah,  first,  for  hi> 
own  essential  attributes ;  then,  for  the  exertion  of 
those  attributes  in  his  works.  The  attributes  here 
mentioned  are  those  of  "  goodness"  and  "  power ;" 
the  one  renders  him  wilting,  the  other  able,  lo-suve ; 
and  what  can  we  desire  more,  but  that  he  should 
continue  to  be  so  ?  Of  this  likewise  we  are  assured, 
by  contemplating  the  unchangeablenessof  his  nature. 
His  disposition  aitereth  not,  and  his  kingdom  none 
can  takf  frtun  him ;  "  his  mercy  endureth  forexe^r," 
4. 1^,  hint  whii  alone  doeth  great  VBondera  :forfiia 
mert^  endureth /or  ever. 

All  the  works  of  God  are  *'  wonderful"  and  speak 
bim  "  alone"  to  have  been  their  author.  The  esta- 
Mlshed  course  of  the  worid  is,  in  reality,  no  less  ad* 
mirable,  than  are  those  extrawdinary  interpositions 
*of  omnipotence,  whereby  it  hath  been  sometimcM  In- 
terrupted and  suspended ;  though  the  latter,  OA  ac- 
count  of  their  novelty,  are  apt  to  affect  as  more.tban 
Ihe  former  doth,  which  is  ever  before  our  eyes,  and 
therefore  less  regarded  by  us.  How  many  of  those, 
for  whom  the  wonders  of  creation,  providence,  and 
raderafttlon  hare  been  wrought,  think  none  of  them 
Worthy  their  attention  !  Ang«ls  admire  and  ador^ 
i«heiw  nan  willnot  deign  to  cast  an  eye,  or  employ 
a  thought. 

5.  2b  himthatby  wisdom  made  ^heavens:  for 
ktK.mefii^^en^n^iii  for  ever.  6.  lb  ki/n  that 
attached  out  the  earth  above  the  waters.:  for  Am 
merqy  endureth /or  QMr. 
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TbebflRvensabOTe^flndUie  earth  beaeattt,  dedai« 
the  wisdom  of  their  gre^  Maker,  and  proclaim  aJotid, 
to  an  intelli^Dt  car,  the  divinity  of  the  hand  that 
formed  Huxa.  The  hearens  disf^y  the  love  of  God 
to  man ;  the  earth  teaches  the  duty  of  man  to  God. 
Hearen  is  gloriom  and  graciona,  earth  verdant  and 
fruitful.  'lite  bright  and  ample  circumference  of 
heaven^  the  veri^ated  surface  of  the  earth,  and  tbe 
pnAffien  of  good  things  that  distinguish  the  seasoa^ 
contaminated  m  they  all  have  been  by  man's  traas- 
gretsion,  even  now  yidd  a  pro^ct  which  annihilatei 
all  haman  grandeur.  Wb^  idea,  then,  are  we  to 
frame  oC  UtoK  new  heavens  miA  earth,  from  which 
■in  and  corruption  are  excluded,  and  where  ligb- 
teoomesB  hath  fised  her  eternal  throne  P 

7.  T»  himtkat  wiade  great  lights :  for  hU  mernf 
endnretb/or  ever ;  8.  7%e  am  to  rule  6y  dt^:  ftt 
hi»  merey  endureth/or  ever.  9.  The  moon  attd  attnt 
to  rule  by  night :  for  kia  merty  enduretb /or  ever.  ■ 

h^i  is  the  life  and  aoul  of  the  universe,  the 
noMat  emblem  of  the  power  and  glory  of  God.  who 
In  the  night  season  leaves  not  bimseif  without  wit- 
ne»,  but  gives  us  some  portion  of  that  light  reflected, 
wbicb  by  day  we  bdiold  flowiog  from  its  great  foan- 
dation  in  the  heart  of  heaven.  Thy  church  and  tliy 
safntt,  O  Lord,  "  are  the  moon  and  the  stars/'  which 
by  the  commnnicatieir  of  doctrine,  and  the  i^Iendour 
of  example,  guide  our  feet,  while  we  travel  oa  in  the 
fiight  that  faatb  overtaken  w,  waitiBg  for  the  dawn 
«f  evertasting  day.  Then  we  sfaall  behold  tj^  glory* 
•Bd  see  tbee  aa  thou  art. 

)0.  To  him  that  smote  E^fpt  in  their  Jirat-horm; 
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/or  A«»merc^eMlui%tk/or  eser:  11.  JmiLir^ughi 
9ut  larrmtfrom  among  them :  far  Am  nergr  endure 
ekhjhr  ever.  IS.  With  m  sbvoff  kemd,  and  tcitk  « 
$tnicked  ontarm :  fvr  his  Ttiercjremhiieth/^eser. 
i9.  3b  Mm.  whick  divided  the  Red  Sea  mto parts.' 
for  his  mtrey  csducetii  for  ever.  14.  And  made 
J$tael  to  pass  tkrmtgh  tite  ffluitC  of  it .-  for  hi»  merpy 
cndttretb  for  ever.  15.  MtA  ovgrtkrew  JPkarao/i 
mai  Ma  host  in  ^e  Red  Sta:  far  his  mercy  endw- 
«tb  for  ever.  IG.  To  him  xaki^  led  his  people 
thxougk  the  wUdemess :  for  his  merof  eitdnnith  j^r 
ecer.  17.  To  him  vabieh  smote  great  kimgs:  far 
kis  fiwrt^  endureth /or  ever.  18.  And  demfrnneus 
kiptgSi :  for  kis  Mtfrcy  enduratb/or  ever,  f 9.  S^on 
king  of  the  Jmariteai :  for  his  meretf  enAsreth  /or 
ever.  20.  And  Og  the  king  of  Saehan :  for  hts 
ntett^f  miuntii  far  ever.  ^\.  And  gave  their  iand 
far  an  her^ge :  far  i»  mera/  enAmethfer  ever. 
S3.  Even«R  heritttge  w^a  Israel  his  a^rvonf  .-for 
hi»  mercy  endui^h  for  eoer.  23.  Who  remembered 
usi  At  ouar  itm  estate :  for  Ats  merr^  endui^th  for 
ever.  ^.  And  haih  redeemed  tie  from  ow  ene- 
mies :  for  his  mercy  ondareth/or  ever. 

Finn  the  worfci  of  croktion,  the  Psilmtat  proceeds 
to  tbDw  t£  pravHteDcc  ud  gnee.  He  celebrates 
that  mercy  which  rescued  lirael  firom  opprqnicm, 
brought  them  out  of  the  house  of  bondage,  divided 
the  sea  to  make  a  waj  for  thon^  supported  and  con- 
ducted them  through  a  waste,  howling  wilderness, 
crushed  the  uiight  and  power  of  those  who  opposed 
Ihfira^  and  at  length  icttled  tbcm  ia  the  inb«^ace 
pconised  t&  thew  fatftera.     Etenwl  uitscy  hath  in 
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Cbrut  JesuB  realized  all  these  figures,  and  accom- 
j^ished  the  great  redemption,  thus  foreshadowed,  of 
old.  The  Israel  of  God  hath  been  rescaed  from  the 
oppression  of  Satan,  and  brought  ont  of  the  house  of 
spiritaal  bondage.  In  the  waters  of  baptism  the  old 
nan  of  sin  is  buried,  and  we  arise  triumphant,  to  sing 
the  pnuses  of  God  oar  Saviour,  who  fi-om  thence- 
forth supports  and  conducts  us  in  onr  passage  through 
the  world,  strengthening  us  in  the  day  of  battle 
ag^nst  every  enemy  that  opposetb  us,  until  we  enter 
the  heavenly  Canaan,  promised  to  the  fetbers  of  our 
iaitb,  and  dwell  for  ever  in  the  possession  of  peace. 
WMiCn  we  consider  how  God  has  thus  "  remember- 
"  ed  us  in  our  low  estate,"  and  thus  "  redeemed  os. 
"  ffom  our  enemies,"  can  we  he  weary  of  repeating, 
"For  bis  mercy  eodureth  for  ever?" 

,^.  Who  gioethfood  to  ailfieah  :  for  Ms  mercy 
eodureth /or  ever.  26.  O  gwethanka  unto  the  God 
of  heaven :  for  his  mercy  endureth  ybr  ever. 

The  same  bounty,  which,  in  the  natural  world, 
provided  proper  nutriment  for  every  creature,  hath 
also  provided  for  the  spirits  of  all  Qesh  the  bread  of 
eternal  life.  In  either  sense,  Jehovah  "  openeth  bis 
"  tfand,  a9d  filleth  all  things  living  with  plenteous- 
"^ess,"  Be,  therefore,  his  praise  as  univeFsal  and 
l^ti^g  ta  his  mercy  ! 

,.  PSALM    CXXXVIL 

ABGUMENT. 

The  Israelites,  captives  in  Babylon,  1,  2.  describe 
their  wofnl  estate ;  and,  3,  4.  the  insults  of  their 
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masters.  5,  6.  They  declare  Uieir  iiivi<^ble  af- 
iection  for  Jerusalem :  7.  pray  that  Grod  would 
remember  the  behaviour  of  Edom ;  and,  8,  9. 
predict  the  destruction  of  Babylon.  This  Psalm 
admits  of  a  beautiful  and  useful  application  to  the 
state  of  Christians  in  this  world,  and  their  expected 
'  deliverance  out  of  it. 

1.  Sy  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  there  we  aat  domt, 
yea,  we  wept,  when  we  remembered  Zion. 

What  an  inexpressible  pathos  is  there  in  these  few 
words !  How  do  they  at  once  transport  us  to  Baby- 
lt>n,  and  place  before  our  eyes  the  mournful  situation 
of  the  Israelitish  captives !  Driven  from  their  native 
country,  stripped  of  every- comfort  and  convenience, 
ina  strange  land,  among idolaters,weariedendbroken- 
hearted,  they  sit  in  silence  by  those  hostile  waters. 
Then  the  pleasant  banks  of  Jordan  present  them-  ' 
selves  to  their  imaginations ;  the  towers  of  Salem 
rise  to  view ;  and  the  sad  remembrance  of  much- 
loved  Zion  causes  tears  to  run  down  their  Cheeks ; 
"  By  the  waters  of  Babylon  we  sat  down,  yea,  we 
**  wept,  when  we  remembered  Zion  !"  Besides  the 
use  which  may  be  made  of  this  Psalm  by  any  chnrch, 
when,  literally,  in  a  state  of  captivity,  there  is  a 
sense  in  which  it  may  be  used  by  us  all.  For  Zion 
is,  in  Scripture,  the  standing  type  of  heaven,  as 
Babylon  is  the  grand  figure  of  the  world,  the  seat  of 
confusion,  the  oppressor  and  persecutor  of  the  peo- 
ple of  God.    In  these,  or  the  like  terms,  we  may. 
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therefere,  nppOM  a  tinner  to  berooan  hiimelf  ttpon 
tiw  earth— Q  Lord,  I  am  an  Iiraelite,  exiled  by 
roy  stna  from  thy  holy  city,  and  left  to  mourn  in  this 
H^bylon.  the  land  of  my  captivity.  Here  I  dwell  in 
sorrow,  by  these  transient  waters^  musing  on  the 
restless  and  unstable  nature  of  earthly  pleasures, 
which  pass  swifUy  by  tne,  and  are  soon  gone  for  erer. 
Yet  for  these,  ala^  ■  I  have  exchanged  the  panMUwnt 
joys  of  Zion,  and  parted  with  the  felicity  of  thy 
cboaen.  Wheiefbre  my  heart  is  pained  within  me, 
and  the  remembrance  oS  my  folly  mil  not  l«t  me  reat 
night  or  day.  O  Zion,  tboa  hdiy  and  beautiful  city, 
the  temple  of  the  Lanib»  the  habitation  of  the  hlew- 
ed,  the  leal  of  ddight,  the  tend  of  the  living,  whm 
shall  I  behold  thee }  Wh^  shall  I  enter  tiiy  gatet 
with  thank^iving,  muI  tby  cottrta  with  ptaiw  i  Tbe 
hf^  of  a  xctDm  to  thee  is  ray  only  comfort  in  this 
vale  of  tean,  where  I  am  and  will  be  a  raoumer, 
titt  0iy  cspiiTity  bo  brought  hack,  and  my  Mrrow  be 
tamed  into  joy. 

9.  We  hanged  eur  haifi*  upon  tht  tntiows  in  tie 
midst  thereof. 

The  additional  circnmstance,  which  the  dinne 
painter  bath  here  thrown  into  his  piece,  it,  to  the  kit 
degree,  jaat  and  ttriking.  It  was  not  enough  to  n- 
preeent  the  Hebrew  captivee  weeping,  on  the  banlu 
of  the  Eophi^es,  at  tbe  rememlMrance  of  Zion,  fant, 
upon  lodcing  up,  we  behold  thttr  harp*  nnstmn^ 
and  pendent  on  the  willowt  that  grew  there.  The 
fliooere  penitent,  like  them,  hath  bidden  adieu  to 
mirth ;  hii  loul  rcfuuth  to  be  comforted  with  the 
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camfottKil  Babyloa ;  nor  can  fac  ang  anj  invm,  tiH 
pardon  and  restoration  aball  latre  caaibM  fain  to 
nng,  in  tbe  temple,  asong;  of  praise  atid  tJiankigiviag. 

quired  of  u«  a  mng  ;  tmd  tha/  that  viaaled  us  iv- 
quiredof  a«  mirtA,  sa^in^,  <S)N£rtuone«/<Ae8eiig« 
ofZimu   4.  Hoio  «Aaf/ trs  sing- ^e  liOBB'fl  80f^  «l  a 

The  Babykmians  ape  Jn^iodBcsd  as  huuhiDg  orer 
tbe  Ismelites,  Mid  ftcoffinj^at  Actrftith  and  worati^}, 
BBt  nitheut  a  Mcit  rdlecdon  on  tbeir  Gm!)  who  coaid 
not  pnttect  hia  favonred  peopte  ag&ioit  tbeir  MHMioi. 
*'  Now  tii^  na  <nve  of  yoar  songs  cf  Ktoo ;  irafFift 
*'«s  liear  you  sMiid  «h«  preiset  of  that  God,  inf 
"  whom  ye  bowAed,  that  he^weltamoa^  you  ia,tbs 
"  temple  whkh  vrc  liave  kid  waste,  and  buni  wtifk 
"  fire."  Ttna  the  foithfol  have  b«8a,  «Bd  thm'tboy 
mfl  be,  iMulted  by  infidels  in  the  day  of  tbeir  rail 
»ity.  And  "  bow,"  iadeM,  *'  can  tbsy  ein^  tbe 
**  l!«rd*g  aon;^  in  a  atmn^  food  ?"  How  can  tfaey 
tune  diBtr  voioes  to  fcatife  and  cadnriatic  atnits, 
when  Grod,  by  punishing  Uiera  for  their  sina,  vallath 
to  moufniag  find  weeping  f  Bat  tiiBii,  iraael  in 
fiabybn  fimubW  a  day  «f  redetoptaon ;  and  j»  dath 
the  church  in  the  worid ,-  a  day  whan  she  shall  ifi- 
waph,  Mid  heir  aaemiea  idntt  lidt  tbe  dust     No  cir- 

*  Manf  -sffigfiM  were  cKrHed  c^tms :  £tn,  ii,  41.  Tbaw 
4«iU  tif  «i>iin(:  Uike  tMr  hiil»«MMti  «itJi  ttioo,  Mori  be  «»#•- 
«dt  SB  lute.  Xbtir  soqfi  wees  hcfmI,  asd  uafit  W  be  «uiig  be- 
fore id*l>tera.  But  tbe  words,  "  How  BbaQ  we  nqg,"  8tc.  ant 
not  an  answer  given  to  them,  but  the  free  utterance  &ftenvarda 
of  the  fefelings  oTlhe  Jews  among  diemselves.  AMOltTMODS 
I^tltES  IK  mbkrkk's  Ankotattows. 
8 
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cumitutoei,  therefore,  shoold  make  ua  fcw^t  bra, 
and  the  promises  conceraing  her. 

5.  If  I  forget  thee,  O  Jerusalem,  let  w^  right 
katid  forget  her  exmnmg.  -6.  If  I  do  rtot  remejiUier 
thee,  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth; 
^  I  prefer  not  Jerusalem  above  my  chief  Joy. 

The  whole  nation  may  be  supposed  in  these  words 
to  declare,  as  one  man,  that  neither  the  afflictiooi 
nor  the  allurements  of  Babylon  should  efface  from 
their  minds  the  remembrance  of  Jerusalem,  or  pre- 
vent their  lot^ng  forward  to  her  foture  glorious  re* 
storation.  If  any  temptation  should  induce  them  to 
employ  their  tongues  and  their  hands  in  the  service 
of  Babel  rather  than  in  that  <^  Zion,  they  wish  to  lose 
the  use  of  the  former  and  skill  of  the  latter.  The 
thoughts  and  affections  of  true  penitents,  both  in 
prosperity  and  adversity,  are  fixed  upon  their  hea- 
venly country  and  city ;  they  had  rather  be  deprived 
of  their  powers  and  fecultiea,  than  of  the  wilt  to  use 
tiiem  aright ;  and  the  hope  of  glory,  hereafter  to  be 
revealed  in  the  church,  is  the  flower  and  crown  of 
dieirjoy. 

7.  Remember,  O  Lord,  the  ehUdren  of  Edom  m 
the  dtttf  of  Jermalem;  loho  iaid.  Roue  it,  raze  it, 
even  to  the  foundation  thereof. 

The  pe<^eofGod  beseech  him  to  take  their  cause 
in  band,  and  to  avenge  them  on  their  adversaries, 
particularly  on  the  Edomitea,  who,  though  their  bre- 
thren according  to  the  flesh,  being  descended  from 
Esau,  the  brother  of  Jacob,  yet  in  the  day  of  Jerusa- 
lem's affliction,  when. the  Chaldeans  came  against  it, 
were  aiding  and  encouraging  those  pagans  to  destroy 
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it  litterlj.  Edom  is  charg;ed  with  this  unnatural  be- 
hariour,  and  threatened  for  it,  by  God  himself,  in  the 
prophecy  of  Obadiah,  ver.  10.  Ac.  "  For  thy  vio- 
"  lence  against  thy  brother  Jacob,  shame  shall  cover 
"  Uiee,  and  thou  shalt  .be  cut  off  for  ever.  In  the 
"  day  that  thon  atoodest  on  the  other  side,  in  the  day 
"  that  the  strangara  carried  away  captive  bis  forces, 
"  and  foreigners  entered  into  his  gates,  and  cast  lots 
"  npon  Jernsalem,  even  thou  wast  as  one  of  them. 
"  But  thou  shouldest  not  have  looked  on  theday  of  thy 
**  brother  in  the  day  that  he  became  a  stranger :  nei- 
"  ther  shouldest  thou  have  rejoiced  ever  the  children 
"  of  Judah  in  the  day  of  their  destructioa-^For  Uie 
*'  day  of  the  Lord  is  near  upon  all  the  heathen :  as 
"  thou  hast  donej  it  shall  be  done  unto  thee,  thy  re- 
"  ward  shall  return  upon  thine  own  head — but  upon 
"  mount  Zion  shall  be  deliverance,  and  there  shall 
^*  be  holiness,  and  the  house  of  Jacob  shall  possess 
"  their  possessions."  It  may  be  observed,  that  the 
Jews  afterwards  acted  the  same  part  toward  the 
Christian  church,  which  the  Edomites  had  acted  to- 
ward them,  encouraging  and  stirring  up  the  Gentiles 
to  persecute  and  destroy  it  from  off  the  face  of  the 
«arth.  And  God  '*  remembered"  them  for  the 
Christians'  sakes,  as  they  prayed  him  to  remember 
"  Edom"  for  their  aakes.  Learn  we  hence,  what  a 
crime  it  is,  for  Christians  to  assist  the  common  ene- 
my, or  call  in  the  common  enemy  to  assist  them, 
'  against  their  brethren. 

8.  O  daughter  of  Babylon,  who  art  to  be  destrmf- 
sd  ;  ha]^  shall  he  be,  that  Tewardetk  thee,  as  thou 
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haat  atrved  us.    9.  Ht^p^  «haU  be  be.  iJuU  iabeA 
mtd  datketh  thy  Jittie  rniea  againat  Ike  ■aUne*. 

The  sal^ect  of  ttiese  two  verses  is  the  wme  with 
that  of  many  dtuqiten  ui  Isaiah  and  Jeremiab,  name- 
ly, the  vengeance  tf  heaven  executed  upon  Babfloti 
by  Cyrii^  raised  ap  to  be  king  of  (he  Medes  and 
Persians,  united  under  him  for  that  ipurpose.  The 
sieaoing  of  the  words,  *'  h^iipy  shaU  he  be,"  i^,  Ht 
iriiall  go  on  and  prosper,  for  the  Lwd  -of  hosts  sbaH 
go  with  him,  and  fight  lus  biUtles  AjpHiut  the  cimaj 
■aad  oppmaor  of  his  iptiofie,  empoveiHig  hks  to  je- 
compenae  upm  the  CStaldesois  the  works  of  tbeir 
-hm^,  and  to  reward  them  as  ^y  «erved  ismel. 
The  daughter  of 'the  very  iafants,  mentioneid  io  the 
last  verse,  is  expressly  predkted  t^  Isaiah,  oh.  siii. 
Vi.  *'  Their  >diildren  also  dndl  be  dashed  i»  pieces 
"  before  their  eyes ;  iheir  houses  ihi^  Ve  spoiled, 
"  andith^r  wives  ravisheiL"  The  destmoliQn  was 
4o.be:nniveiial,«par>agneither8exDor'tige.  TeriitUf, 
but  just,  are  ^yjadgeBKnts,  13  Lord!  Tbe&Uitf 
4be  «ysticid  "  Babylmi"  it  described,  fiev.  atriiL  is 
terms  and  phrases,  bcrroivNid  fitMs  this  and  other 
prophecies,  relatting,  primanUy,  to  the  >aa<setit  'ci^ 
■called  by  that  name.  Wiroever  wffl  carefully  tread 
■oyer -the  chapter  r^oired  to,  with  the  thiec  Buhse- 
quent  ones  concerning  the  tnunph  of  Messiah,  jand 
iitt  glory  of  the  neirilenisalem,  wiBheafafetoiforiB 
pmper  ideas  of  Ibe  worid  end  the  charch,  ehhI  wiU 
know  where  to  choose  his  portimi. 
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PSALM  CXXXVIII. 


This  Psalm  containelh,  1 — 3.  a  resolution  to  praise 
God  for  a  deliverance  vouchsafed;  4, 5,  a  {vophecy 
that  the  kings  of  the  earth  should  glorify  Jehovah 
for  his  mercy,  shown,  6.  in  exalting  the  humble, 
and  abasing  the  proud;  7,  8.  an  act  of  faith  and 
confidence  in  Giod. 

1 .  /  leill  praise  thee  with  my  whole  heart :  before 
the  gods  wiil  I  sing  praise  utUo  thee.  3,  /  wiU  wor- 
sh^  toward  thy  holy  temple,  and  praise  thy  name, for 
thy  loving  Idndness  and  for  thy  truth  :for  thou  hast 
magn^ed  thy  "word  above  all  thy  name;  or,  thou  hast 
magT^ed  thy  name,  even  Uiy  word,  above  alL 

In  these  verses  we  evidently  hear  the  voice  of  one 
whom  God  had  delivered  from  a  state  of  great  af- 
fiiction  and  danger,  and  who  therefore  determines  to 
make  the  dne  acknowledgements  in  public ;  to  give 
thanks  "  before  the  gods,"  that  is,  before  "  kings" 
and  "  rulers"  in  the  great  congregation ;  to  "  wor- 
"  ship  in  the  temple,"  and  there  to  set  forth  the 
"  loving  kindness"  and  "  truth"  of  Jehovah,  in  hav- 
ing accomplished  the  promised  salvation,  and  there- 
by "  magnified"  his  holy  "  name"  and  his  faithful 
/'  word"  over  every  thing  that  opposeth  itself  against 
it  The  Christian  church  cannot  find  stronger  and 
jnore  emphatical  terms,  in  which  to~  express  her 
sense  of  the  greatest  of  all  mercies,  the  redemption 

voi„  II,  I  i 
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of  the  world  by  the  resurrectioo  of  Jesus  from  the 
dead,  and  his  exaltation  "  above  every  name  that  b 
"  named  in  heaven  and  earth." 

3.  In  the  day  when  Icriid,  thou  anaaeredst  me, 
and  strengthenedst  me  with  strength  m  my  aotd.  4t. 
All  thekingsofthe  earth  shaU  praise  thee,  O  Lobd, 
when  thof  hear  the  words  of  thy  mouth.  5.  Yea, 
they  shall  sing  in  the  toays^the  houf.jbr  great 
ii  the  glory  t^  the  Loud. 

From  this  part  of  the  Psalm  it  appears  to'  be  a 
prophetical  one.  The  deliverance  which  it  celebrates 
is  of  sach  a  nature,  that«  when  the  glad  tidings  of  it 
thoutd  be  pablished  to  the  world,  we  are  UAA,  it 
should  induce  the  nations,  with  their  princes,  to 
adore  Jehovah,  to  w«Uc  hi  his  ways^  anrd  tt>  etnut 
forth  his  praises.  Hk  call  of  the  Gentiles  to  tbe 
Gospel  is  here  fttretold  in  words  which  owMot  be 
mistaken  ;  and  the  redemplioft  of  the  ctmreh,  in 
Christ  her  head,  Mspoben  of  as  the  siibjeK:t  of  thtiiiks- 
giving  among  the  kin^  of  the  «arth.  "  in  the  diqi 
"  vpben  1  cr^  thou  answeredst  me,  and  strengift- 
"  enedst  me  with  strength  in  my  soul."  For  this  rea- 
son, "  All  the  kings  of  the  earth  shall  praise  thee, 
"  O  Lord,"  &c. 

6.  Though  the  LoBD  be  high,  yet  hath  he  re- 
«pect  unto  the  lowly:  btU  the  proud  He  iant/m^ 
afar  off. 

Humility  is  the  way  to  sahatton  and  glory.  It  is 
said  of  our  blessed  Lord,  that  "  bNKBVse  he  humUed 
*'  himself,  therefore  God  hrgbly  exrited  him :"  and 
the  great  potentates  of  the  world  must  tread  in  Ui 
tfeps,  if  they  would  be  exalted  vrith  him.     As  to  the 
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proud,  Ood  *'  knoweth"  and  he  detesteth  them  ;  ht 
behtddeth  and  k«epeth  them  at  a  "  distance." 

7.  Ihaugh  I  walk  in  the  mid$t  of  trouble,  tkou 
wiU  revwe  me :  thou  shalt  BtTttekfotth  thine  hand 
against  the.  wtath  of  mine  enemiea,  and  thy  righX 
hand  akaU  save  me. 

Who  doth  not  "  walk  in  the  midst  of  tronbl*," 
while  his  pilgrimage  is  prolonged  upon  the  earth  ? 
Who  bath  not  "  enemies"  encompassing  him  on 
every  side  f  O  how  comfortable^  then,  the  reflection 
that  he  is  with  ue,  who  can  "  revive"  the  dead ; 
that  we  are  under  the  protection  of  an  "  arm"  which 
ifi  almighty !  Yes,  blessed  Lord,  we  believe  that  this 
saying  of  thy  hdy  Psalmist  will  be  veriHed  to  everj 
child  of  thine,  even  as  it  was  to  him,  and  to  thy  Son 
Jesus,  in  whose  person  he  might  speak  it,  as  a  pro- 
phet. Great  indeed  were  the  "  troubles,"  in  the 
midst  of  which  the  true  David  "  walked"  up  and 
down  amongst  us.  He  carried  all  our  sorrows,  he- 
Cause  he  biare  (dl  our  sins.  "  Yet  did^  thou  revive 
"  hkn ;"  (hou  didst  raise  him  from  the  dead,  and 
exalt  faioi  to  thy  throne  in  heaven,  where  he  ever 
liveth  to  make  intercession  for  us,  that  we,  who,  in 
the  days  of  our  flesh,  do  also  "  walk  in  the  midst  of 
"  trouble,"  may  be  revived  by  thy  Spirit,  the  giver 
of  life  and  holiness. 

8.  !lt%€  Lord  will  perfect  that  which  concemetk 
Me  :  thy  mfTcy,  O  Lord,  endurethyor  ever:  for- 
»iake  not  the  works  of  thine  own  hand*. 

In  troublous  times,  and  the  days  of  affliction,  we 
must  look  back  on  that  which  God  hath  already  done 
for  us,  and  from  thence  draw  an  argument,  that  he 
lis 
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will  "  perfect"  that  which  TemeinB,  and  not  hare 
his  work  uoGnialied :  we  must  remember,  that  his 
mercies  fiul  not  after  a  time,  but  "  endure  for  ever" 
the  same ;  end  whan  we  call  to  mind  that  we  are 
**  the  work  of  his  own  hands/  bow  can  we  think  be 
will  "  forsake  us"  unless  we  utteriy  and  finally  for- 
sake him  f 

TWENTV-NINTH  DAY.-MORNING  PRAYEft. 

PSALM  CXXXIX. 


It  seems  evident,  from  the  latter  part  of  this  noble 
and  instructive  Psalm,  that  the  author  penned  it 
at  a  time  when  he  was  persecuted  and  calumni- 
ated,  as  an  appeal  to  the  all-seeing  Judge  between 
him  and  his  adversaries.  He  takes  the  opportu- 
nity of  expatiating  in  the  sublimest  manner,  1 — 18. 
on  the  omnipresence  and  omniscience  of  him  who, 
13—16.  formeth  man  in  the  womb  by  his  power, 
and,  17,  18.  preservetb  him  through  life  by  his 
providence.  He  then,  19,  30.  expresseth  his  con- 
fidence that  God,  as  knowing  all  things,  would 
deliver  him  from  his  enemies  ;  2\,  22.  he  dechi- 
reth  his  zeal  and  fidelity  in  the  service  of  his 
divine  Master,  by  whom,  33^  34.  be  petitioBcUi 
to  be  proved,  purified,  and  perfected  in  ^e  way 
of  holiness. 
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1'.'  0  Lord,  tkou  hast  searched  me  and  knoain  me. 
%  Thou  knowest  rmf  djown  sitting  and  my  vp-rising, 
thou  understandest  my  thoughts  afar  off.  3.  Tluni 
compassest  my  path,  and  my  lying  down,  and  art  ac- 
quainted with  alt  my  ways.  4.  For  there  is  not  a 
word  in  my  tongue,  but,  to,  O  Lord,  thou  knowest  it 
altogether,  or.  When  there  is  not  a  word  in  my 
tongue,  lo,  O  Lord,  %c.  5.  Thou  hast  beset  me 
behind  and  before,  and  laid  thine  hand  upon  me. 
6.  Such  Icnowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  me ;  it  is 
high,  I  cannot  attain  unto  it. 

The  Psahnist  employeth  a  beautiful  variety  of  ex- 
pressions to  denote  his  faith  in  the  omnipresence 
and  omniscience  of  Jehovah,  to  whom,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  Psalm,  he  appealeth,  as  the  proper  judge 
between  him  and  his  implacable  enemies.  He  de- 
scribeth  his  God  as  having  that  complete  knowledge 
of  him  and  his  atTairs,  which,  among  men,  the  most 
accurate  "  search"  and  the  strictest  scrutiny  could 
not  obtain ;  as  being  thoroughly  "  acquainted  with 
"  alt  his  ways"  or  proceedings,  nay,  with  his  very 
*'  thoughts,"  while  yet  existing  only  in  embryo,  in  his 
own  mind;  as  watching  and  observing  him  at  all 
seasons,  during  the  actions  of  the  day,  and  his  repose 
at  night ;  and,  in  short,  as  having  so  "  beset"  him 
on  all  sides,  and  "  laid  his  hand  upon  him,"  that  he 
could  not  move  without  his  knowledge  and  consent. 
When  we  reflect  that "  all  things  are  thus  naked  and 
"  open  to  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do ;"  that 
although  he  dwelleth  in  the  highest  heavens,  he  sur- 
veyeth  not  only  the  outward  acts,  but  the  very  hearts 
and  imaginations,  of  men  upon  earth-— must  we  not 


^ita  A  COHHCNTARY  [psalm  1». 

each  of  us  cry  out,  **  Such  knowledge  is  too  won- 
"  derful  for  me;  it  is  high,  I  cannot  attain  unto  it;" 
I  cannot  admire  it  enough,  for  I  cannot  conceive  of 
it  aright!—^** The  actnd,  constant  consideraCioD  of 
"  God's  presence  would  be  the  readiett  way  in  the 
*'  world  to  make  sin  to  cease  from  amoiig  the  chSdren 
"  of  men,  and  for  men  to  approach  to  the  blessed 
"  estate  of  the  saints  in  heaven,  who  cannot  »n, 
'*  for  they  dways  walk  in  the  presence,  and  b^old 
"the  Ace,  of  God."  See  hishop  Taylor's  "  Holy 
"  Uving,"  chap.  i.  sect.  3. 

7.  Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit  f  or  toAi- 
ther  shtdlljleefromthy  preaenee?  S.Iflaseetid 
t^  into  heaven,  thou  art  there:  if  Intake  my  bed  m 
heU,  or,  Uie  grave,  behold  thou  art  there.  9.  If  / 
tidte  the  totngs  of  the  morning,  and  dvoell  in  the 
uttermost  partt  of  the  sea  ;  10.  £«en  there  skidl 
thy  hand  lead  me,  and  thy  right  hand  shall  hold  me. 
11.  If  I  acn/.  Surely  the  darkness  shall  cover  me; 
even  the  night  nhaU  be  light  abotU  me.  IS.  Tea, 
the  darkness  hideth  not  from  thee  ;  but  the  nighi 
thinetk  as  the  day  ;  the  darkness  and  the  light  are 
6otA  alike  to  thee. 

We  can  never  sin  with  security,  but  in  a  place 
where  the  eye  <tf  God  cannot  behold  us.  And  where 
is  that  place  ?  Had  we  a  mind  to  escape  his  inspec- 
tion, "whUber  should  we  go?"  Heaven  is  the  seat 
of  bii  glory,  creation  the  scene  of  his  providence, 
and  the  grave  itself  will  be  the  theatre  of  his  power; 
so  tiiat  OHT  ofEorts  will  be  equally  vain,  whether  we 
■send,  or  descend,  or  fly  abroad  upon  the  wings  of 
the  mornbg  light,  which  diffusetii  itself  with  such 
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velocity  over  tbe  §^be  from  eut  to  vrest.  The  arm 
of  the  Almighty  will  still  at  pletmore  prevent,  and  be 
ready  to  arrest,  the  fugitires  in  their  pr^-esa.  Dai^- 
ne«8  may,  indeed^  conceal  us  and  our  deeds  from  the 
ffight  of  men ;  but  the  divine  presence,  like  that  of 
the  sun,  turns  night  ialo  day,  and  makes  all  thin^ 
manifest  before  God.  The  same  consideration  which 
shffiild  restrain  ua  from  sin,  should  .also  encourage 
us  to  work  righteousness,  and  comfort  us  under  all 
our  sorrows ;  namely,  the  thought,  that  we  are  nfiver 
out  of  ^e  sight  and  protection  of  our  Maker.  Tbe 
piety  and  the  charity  which  are  practised  in  cottages  i 
the  labour  and  the  pain  which,  are  patiently  endured 
in  the  field,  and  on  the  bed  of  sickness ;  the  misery 
and  torment  inflicted  by  persecution  in  the  mines, 
the  galleys,  and  tbe  dungeons :  all  are  uader  th^ 
inspection  of  Jehovah,  and  are  noted  down  by  him 
against  the  day  of  recompense.  He  sees,  and  he  will 
leward,  all  we  do,  and  all  we  suffer,  as  becometh 
Christians.  Ha- who,  for  our  sakes,  caused  his  Son 
to  descend  from  heaven  to  the  lower  parts  of  tbe  earth, 
anid  from  thence  to  ascend  to  heaven  again,  will  watch 
over,  preserve,  and  re-assemble,  the  parts  of  our 
bodies,  though  dissolved  in  the  grave,  iHiried  in  the 
ocean,  or  dispersed  to  the  four  winds.  So  that,  mtb 
allusion  to  this  event  also,  a  dying  servant  of  God 
may  exclaim.  Whither  can  I  go  from  thy  Spirit  ?  or 
whither  can  I  flqe  from  thy  presence  ?  If,  a»  to  my 
tpiritnal  part,  I  ascend  into  hea;ven,  thou  art  there 
to  receive  me ;  if,  as  tonching  my  body,  t  o^ke  my 
bed  in  ^(ts^,  or  the  grave,  b^oU  thou  art  there,  to 
secure  me.    If  I  ta^e  the  wings  of  the  wind,  or 
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those  yet  more  expeditious  ones  of  the  morning,  and 
am  carried  by  them  to  dwell  in  the  midst  of  the  sea, 
instead  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  still  shall  I  be 
under  thy  power  and  proridence ;  even  there  diall 
Uiy  hand  lead  me,  and  thy  right  hand  shall  hold  me 
fast,  preserving  me  for  a  joyful  resurrection  at  the 
time  appointed. 

13.  For  thou  hast  poesessed,  ot,  formed,  my  reau; 
thou  hast  covered  me  in  my  mother's  womb,  14.  / 
wiUprawe  thee;  for  I  am  fearfully  and  wonderful^ 
made:  marodloua  are  t^  works;  and  that  my  so^ 
lawweth  right  well. 

That  God  seeth  in  daritnesSj  and  that  from  him 
notbing  is  hidden,  his  knowledge  of,  and  power 
over,  our  most  inward  parts,  do  plainly  show.  He 
/'  fprmed,"  and  he  therefore  "  possessetb,"  as  bis  own 
property,  our  "  reins,"  and  is  consequently  privy  to 
all  those  affections  and  desires  which  flow  from 
thence.  It  was  he  who  "  covered  us"  in  the  womb, 
or,  as  it  is  elsewhere  expressed,  Job  x.  11.  who 
"  clothed  ns  with  skin  and  flesh,  and  fenced  us  with 
"  bones  and  sinews ;"  a  worit  so  astonishing,  that 
before  the  Psalmist  proceeds  in  his  description  (tf  >^ 
he  cannot  help  breaking  forth  in  rapture  at  the 
thought :  "  I  wilt  praise  thee,  for  I  am  fearfully  and 
"  wonderfully  made !" 

"  Obatupeo,  et  memet  iKti  fonnidme  lustro, 
"  Divini  monumeatam  oper»  1" Loktb. 

,    With  awfiil  joy  I  view  this  frame  of  mine, 
StHpciidous  DHMiuMat  of  pow'r  divine  I 
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15.  Mjf  substance  was  not  hid  from  thee,  wkeri'I 
was  made  in  secret,  and  curiously  viTOUgkt,  or,  va~ 
Ttegated  tike  needle-work,  in  the  lato&Apitfts&ftite 
earth.  16.  Ihine  eyes  did  see  mysi^atance,  yet 
ietng^  imperfect ;  arid  in  thy  book  aU  my  members 
were  torUt&t,  which  in  continuance  were  fasMoned, 
when  as  yet  there  was  none  of  them. 

By  the  "  lower  parts  of  the  earth"  is  undonbteUly 
to  be  understood  the  "  womb,"  where  the  fetus  is 
gradually-  formed  and  matured  for  the  birth,  like 
plants  and  flowers  under  ground.  The  process  is  com- 
pared to  that  in  a  piece  of  work  wrou^t  with  a  ne^e, 
or  fashioned  in  the  loom  ;  which,  with  aH  its'bcnn- 
tiful  Tariety  of  colour,  and  proportion  of  figure, 
arisetb  by  degrees  to  perfection  under  the  hand  of 
the  artist,  framed  according  to  a  pattern  lying  before 
him,  from  a  rude  mass  of  silk)  or  other  materials. 
Thus,  by  the  wisdom  and  power  of  God,  and  after 
a  plan  delineated  in  his  book,  is  a  Bha:peles8  mass 
wrought  up  into  the  most  curious  texture  of  nerves, 
veins,  arteries,  bones,  muscles,  membranes,  and  skin, 
most  skilftiUy  interwoven  and  connected  with  each 
other,  until  it  becometh  a  body,  harmoniously  diver- 
lified  with  all  the  limbs  and  lineaments  of  a  man,  hot 
one  of  which  at  first  appeared,  any  more  than  the 
figures  were  to  be  seen  in  the  ball  of  silk.  But  then 
(which  is  the  chief  thing  here  insisted  on  by  the 
Psalmist),  whereas  the  human  artificer  must  have  the 
clearest  light  whereby  to  accomplish  his  task,  the  di- 
vine Work-master  seeth  in  secret,  and  eflecteth  all  his 
wonders  within  the  dark  and  narrow  mnfines  of  the 
womb.    The  reformation  of  our  corrupted  and  dis- 
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BolTcd  bodiei,  vi4iich  is  to  be  wioDgfat,  at  the  last  day, 
in  the  womb  of  the  earth,  in  order  to  their  new  birth, 
win  crown  aR  the  works  of  the  Almighty. 

17.  How  preeioM  also  are  thjf  Uwughta  unto,  ot 
concerning,  me,  O  God !  htm  great  is  the  sum  of 
them !  18.  If  J  ghouid  count  them,  ihof  are  more 
in  number  than  the  eand :  when  I  awake,  I  am 
atiU  with  thee. 

From  the  wonders  of  God's  fmrtning  hand,  the 
PudniiBt  proceeds  to  those  of  his  all-directing*  provi- 
dence, which  afford  additional  proofs  of  tiie  divine 
omniscience  and  oraoipreseDce.  The  "  thoughts" 
and  coansds  of  Jehovah  concerning  David,  bis  ap- 
pointment to  the  throne,  his  troubles  and  his  pre- 
loration  in  the  midst  of  them,  were  "  precious"  and 
ddightfnl  sntgects  of  meditation  and  praise,  never  to 
be  ohanstedofthe  rich  matter  they  contained.  With 
these  in  his  mind,  he  lay  down  at  night  to  rest,  and 
"  when  he  awoke"  in  the  morning,  his  thoughts  na- 
tnrally  recurred  to  the  pleasing  theme ;  he  began 
where  he  had  left  ofi^  and  found  himself  in  heart  and 
soul,  "  still  present  with  God,"  still  rtiminating  on 
faim  and  his  works.  The  mercies  of  heaven  in  the 
redemption  of  the  church,  by  the  sufferings  and 
exaltation  of  the  true  David,  according  to  the  divine 
decree  concerning  bira-^how  precious  are  they  to 
beli^ers !  How  great  is  the  sum,  how  far  exceeding 
all  human  arithmetic  to  number  them !  Let  them  b* 
to  ns  the  constant  subjects  of  contemplation,  admira- 
tion, and  thanksgiving,  day  and  night ;  and  let  death, 
tta^t  last  sleep,  find  us  engaged  in  an  employment, 
whidi,  when  we  awake  mid  arise  from  (he  grave,  we 
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shall  resome,  and  prosecute  to  eternity  in  the  pre- 
sence of  God. 

19.  Surety  thou vnit slay  tke  wicked,  OGod:  or« 
Wilt  thou  not  alai/  the  uncked,  O  Clod?  depart 
fi-om  me,  therefore,  ye  blood-thirsty  men.  SO.  For 
th^  apeak  against  thee  va,ckediy,  and  thine  enemies 
take  thy  name  in  vain. 

David  now  draws  the  intended  coQcIuBion  fioin 
the  premises,  so  largely  expatiated  upon  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  the  Psalm.  As  if  he  had  said— And  wilt 
thou  not,  O  God,  thou  who  art  every  where  present, 
«eeing  and  knowing  all  things :  thou  to  whom  the 
justice  of  my  cause,  and  the  iniquity  of  mine  adver- 
sftries,  ftre  equally  open ;  thou  who  hast  formed,  and 
hitherto,  .in  so  wonderful  a  manner,  watdted  over 
and  preserved  thy  servant ;  "  wilt  thou  not  slay  the 
"  wicked,"  and  deliver  me,  as  thou  hast  promised  to 
do,  out  of  their  bands  i  I  know  thou  wik ;  "  de^mrt 
*'  from  me,  therefore,  ye  blood-thirsty  mesn ;"  I  trust 
in  my  God,  and  will  have  no  connexion,  ia  the  way 
of  treaty  or  friendship,  with  yon.  Ywi  are  not  my 
enemies,  but  Uiose  <^  Jehovah ;  against  whom,  not 
considering  that  he  is  privy  to  all  your  words,  aod 
even  to  your  thoughts,  yon  "  apeak"  presumptuoudy 
and  "  wickedly,"  and  whose  "name"  you  "take 
"  in  vain,"  no  less  when  you  do  evil  under  a  godly 
pretence,  and  call  him  to  witness  the  truth  of  your 
lies  and  calumnies,  than  when  yo»  ^enly  blaspheme 
him.  Such  eeemeth  to  be  the  foH  iaiport  of  thew 
two  verses ;  and  their  application  to  the  membors  joT 
the  church,  when  atasy  timeinsinubrcircumstawxi, 
in  obviout. 
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SI.  Do  not  I  hate  them,  O  Lord,  that  hate  thee  ? 
and  am  not  I  grieved  with  those  that  rise  up  against 
theef  ^.  I  hate  them  toith  perfect  hatred:  Icoiait 
them  mine  enemies. 

A  faithful  servant  halh  the  same  iaterests,  the  same 
friends,  the  same  enemies,  with  his  Master^  whose 
cause  and  honour  he  is,  upon  all  occasions,  in  duty 
bound  to  support  and  maintain.  A  good  man  hates, 
as  God  himself  doth  ;  he  hates  not  the  persons  of 
men,  but  their  sins ;  not  what  God  made  them,  but 
what  they  have  made  themselves.  We  are  neither  to 
hate  the  men,  on  account  of  the  vices  they  practise ; 
nor  to  love  the  vices,  for  the  sake  of  the  men  -who 
practise  them.  He  who  ohserveth  invariably  this 
distinction,  fulfilleth  the  perfect  taw  of  charily,  and 
hath  tiie  love  of  God  and  of  his  neighbour  abiding 
in  him. 

33.  Search  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart: 
try  me,  an^  Imow  my  thoughts :  3*.  And  see  if 
there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the 
toay  everlasting. 

In  the  first  verse  of  the  Psalm,  David  declared, 
that  Jehovah  had  "  searched  him  out,  and  known 
'*  him :"  he  concludes  with  a  petition,  that  his  pro- 
ceedings, and  even  his  thoughts,  might  be  still  scru- 
tinized by  his  Maker,  in  order  to  their  perfect  puri- 
fication from  any  evil  which  might  be  in  them,  or 
adhere  to  them.  Should  the  hottest  furnace  of  adver- 
sity be  found  necessary  to  purge  the  dross  from  the 
silver,  he  retiiseth  not  to  be  dissolved  hi  it,  and  new- 
formed,  so  tbt^  he  might  only  become  a  vessel  of 
honour  fitted  for  the  Master's  use  here^  bebw,  and 
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Toucfasaflsd  a  place  afterwards  in  hia  temple  above. 
"  See  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me 
"  in  the  way  everlasting !" 

PSALM  CXL. 


This  Psalm  containeth,  1—8.  a  prayer  for  deliver- 
ance from  persecutors  and  calumniators,  their 
violence  and  their  wiles  ;  9— IK  a  prophecy  of 
their  final  destruction,  and,  l^,  13.  the  salvation 
of  the  afflicted  righteous.  It  was  composed  by 
David  in  his  troubles,  and  is  applicable  to  Christ 
and  to  the  church,  respectively,  in  theirs. 

1.  DeUver  me,  O  hosLDfJrom  the  evil  man :  pre- 
serve me  fiom  the  violent  man :  2.  Which  imagine 
mischief 8  in  their  hearty  continuaUif  are  they  ga- 
thered together  for  war. 

"  Evil  and  violent  men"  iexist  in  ell  ages,  to  harass 
and  oppress  the  servants  of  God ;  their  thoughts  are 
employed  in  "  imagining  mischief"  against  such, 
and  their  hands  are  ready  at  all  times  for  the  "  war." 
.Had  we  no  enemies  without,  Uiere  are  those  within, 
who  are  ever  fighting  and  troubling  us.  We  cannot 
put  off  our  Christian  armour  &>r  a  moment  in  this 
world;  norenterintopeaceandre8t,butbyBhappy 
death  and  a  joyful  resurrection.  Then  God  will 
"  deliver"  us,  as  he  delivered  David,  and  our  blessed 
Lord  and  Master,  the  Son  of  David,  from  their  re- 
cpeclive  enemies. .        . 
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3.  Jk^  have  aharpened  tkeir  tongues  like  a 
gerpent :  adderi'  poison  iu  voder  tkeir  lips. 

Slander  and  calumny  mast  always  precede  and 
accompany  persecution,  because  malice  itself  cannot 
excite  people  agaitist  a  good  man,  as  such  ;  to  do 
this,  he  most  first  be  represented  as  a  bad  man. 
What  can  be  said  of  those  who  are  busied  in  this 
manner,  but  that  they  are  a  "  generation  of  vipers," 
the  brood  of  ^e  old  "  serpent,"  that  grand  accuser 
and  calumniator  of  the  brethren,  having  under  their 
tongaes  a  bag  of  "  poison"  conveying  instant  death 
to  tbe  reputation  on  whkh  ^ey  festen  ?  Thus  David 
was  haoted  as  a  rebel,  Christ  was  crucified  as  a 
Ua^hemer,  and  tbe  piunitive  Christians  were  tor- 
tured as  guilty  of  incest  and  murder. 

4.  Keep  me,  0  IjOBSt,from  the  hands  of  th^  wick- 
ed; preserve  nte  from  tbe  viol&tt  men,  v>ho  have 
pmrpoatd  to  overthrow  nof  goings.  &.  7%e  proud 
kaiee  Md  a  snare  for  me,  4md  eord»;  tk^  hMe 
spread  a  net  by  the  vDrnf-gOt ;  iht^  have  setgms 
for  me. 

David  bei«  describe  the  nibtilty  and  industry 
employed  t^  his  enemies  to  effect  his  destructtod,  by 
lying  in  wait  for  him,  as  a  diilAil  fovrier  dotb  for  Mi 
game,  so  that  Aey  thought  it  impossible  he  should 
escape  tbeir  bands,  Such  vms  tbe  conduct  of  the 
JevH,  with  regard  to  Uus  Son  of  Daif  id.  And,  O  bow 
refiaed  the  policy,  how  WKwearied  tbe  appKcatfofl  «f 
oar  stMTitori  advenariesi  to  "  ovolhrow  ow  g«itigf^' 
in  t^  palhf«f  liSe  and  salvatioti,  to  <nretiimvent,  aiid 
to  dertroy  us  for  ever  1  How  are  "  the  snftfe^  the 
"  nets,  and  the  gins,"  placed  for  us,  bjf  Aat  eataikig 
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Bad  experienced  arUst,  ^o  takes  eave  tbst  notlUog 
should  appear  in  view,  bat  the  allsring;  baits  of 
honour,  pleasure,  and  profit,  while  of  the  toils  ire 
hare  no  notice,  till  we  find  ourselTeB  entangled  and 
csQght  in  them  !  Who  shall  preserve  us  thus  waking 
in  the  midst  of  dangers  ?  He  to  whom  David,  in  the 
following  vereea,  preferreth  his  prayer,  and  teacheth 
Its  to  do  likewise. 

6.  JsaidimtothelAmD:  7%ou  art  my  6od:  hear 
the  voice  of  mj  supplications,  O  Lord.  ?.  O  God 
the  Lord,  the  strength  of  my  salvation,  thou  hast 
covered  •ay  head  in  the  din^  ^battie.  8.  Grant  not^ 
O  Lord,  the  destres  of  the  leicked :  further  not  his 
vncked  dedce  ;  hat  th^  exalt  themsetoes. 

Jehovah,  the  Ged  of  David,  is  also  our  Grod,  and 
he  is  always  ready  to  hear  our  supplications.  WA  is 
our  strength,  and  haA  often  covered  our  head  with 
the  helmit  of  salvation,  in  the  daj  of  bat^  and  o^en 
war  with  oUr  spiritual  enemiet.  Nor  wilf  hi;  forthe 
glory  of  his  Dftine,  grant  tfieir  dioires,  or  permit  their 
more  secret  "  deviceft"  and  macfaiiiftttonB  to  woilt  the 
dCBtruction  of  his  people;  !eA  tiiey  exalt  theAnelves 
as  having  frtntrated  his  counsels  for  the  redemption 
of  his  servants. 

9.  As  for  the  head  of  those  that  compass  me 
about,  the  nUsekief  of  their  aam  lips  shall  cover 
them.  10.  SunUng  coofo  shedl  faU  upon  them  ; 
th^  shall  he  east  into  die  fire,  into  deep  pits,  that 
th^  rise  not  up  agaku  \\.  An tvil  speaker  shait 
not  be  iitiAlisked  in  the  earth ;  eoil  sK^  hurA 
the  violent  man  to  overthrow  him. 

The  Prophetj  in  these  threeverses,  predictetb  those 
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JQBt  judgemenlB  wbich  heaven  will  inflict  on  the 
slanderers  and  peiMcuton  of  tbe  righteonB.  Their 
lips,  which  uttered  mischief  against  others,  shall  be 
tbe  means  of  covering  themselves  with  confiision, 
vheaout  of  thgkf  own  moudis  they  shall  be  Judged. 
Those  tongues,  which  have  contributed  to  set  tbe 
world  on  fire,  shall  be  tormented  with  the  hot  burning 
coals  of  eternal  vengeance  :  and  they  who,  with  so 
much  eagerness  and  diligence,  have  prepared  pits  for 
tbe  destruction  of  their  brethren,  shall  be  cast  intoa 
deep  and  bottomless  pit^  out  of  which  they  will  not 
rise  up  again  any  more  for  ever.  Evil  ^eakers  and 
false  accusers  shall  gain  no  lasting  establishment,  but 
punishment  shall  hunt  sin  through  all  its  doubles^  and 
seize  it  at  last  as  its  legal  prey.  Let  these  great 
truths  be  firmly  rooted  in  our  hearts,  and  they  will 
keep  us  steady  in  the  worst  of  Umes. 

13.  /  know  that  the  Loan  will  maintain  the 
«MMe  of  the  qfflicted,  and  the  right  of  the  poor. 
is.  Sure^  the  r^hteotu  shall  give  thanks  unio 
tifsfname:  the  upright  shall  dwdl  in  thgf  presence. 

That  unjust  and  oppressive  men  shall,  in  the  end, 
suffer  proportionably  to  their  deserts,  we  are  assured 
from  this  consideration,  namely,  that  the  Almighty  is 
tbe  patron  of  the  injured  and  oppressed.  He  will 
plead  the  cause  of  the  meek  and  lowly,  who  are  used 
by  tbe  world  as  their  blessed  Master  was  used  before 
them.  A  day  will  come,  when,  delivered  ^ut  Qf  all 
their  troubles,  tfaey  shall  "  give  thanks  unto  i^ 
"  name,"  O  Lord,  and  "  dwell  in  thy  presence"  for 
evermore. 
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PSALM   CXU. 


ARGUMENT. 


David  seems  to  have  composed  this  Psakti  jast  befwe 
his  flight  to  Achish  king  of  Gath ;  when  he  had  a 
second  time  spared  Satd's  life,  but  could  trust  him 
no  longer:  see  1  Sam.  xxvi.  and  xxvii.  1,  3. 
He  prayeth  earnestly  for  help,  and  entreateth  to  be 
heard,  as  when  able  to  attend  the  service  of  the 
tabernacle ;  S — '5.  he  petitioneth  to  be  pjreserved 
fsova  the  snares  of  idolatry,  in  the  country  whither, 
he  vfOB  going ;  6,  7.  he  relateth  his  own  conduct 
toward  Saul,  and  that  of  Saul  toward  him ;  8,  9. 
he  profeweth  his  &ith  in  Jehovah,  and  redoubleth 
his  prayer  to  him  ;  10.  he  predicteth  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  enemies,  and  his  own  deliverance. 
Many  parts  of  the  expoution  of  this  Psalm, 
^ven  by  the  late  learned  Mr.  P^rs,  in  hn 
"  Critical  Dissertation  on  the  Book  of  Job,"  have 
been  adopted  in  the  ensuing  comment. 

1.  Lord,  IzDUlcrytmto  thee,  Ttiake  haste  unto 
me  ;  give  ear  unto  my  voice,  when  I  cry  unto  thee. 
^  Let  tmf  prayer  be  set  forth  before  thee  as  tn- 
cense  ,*  and  the  l^Ung  t^  of  my  hands  as  the  even- 
tMg'8acri/le& 

The  earaeit  and  repeated  sapi^kation  for  help,  in 
tile  first  of  these  two  verses,  s^ciently  declares  the 
Fsalmifit  to  have  been,  at  the  time,  in  a  shaation  of 
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the  utmost  distreu.  And  the  second  vfirse  bs  plainly 
sbowethj  tbtft  he  Was  then  at  a  distance  from  the  ta- 
bernacle, where  all  the  solemn  prayers  of  the  Israd- 
ites,  together  with  their  daily  sacrifices,  were  offered 
«p.  And  therefore,  with  bis  fiace,  probaUy,  directed 
thither,  like  Daniel  in  Babylon  pnying  towards 
Jemsalem,  be  begs  tbat  God  would  accept  of  all 
which  it  was  in  bis  power  to  perform,  namely,  the 
devotion  of  bis  heart,  and  the  elevation  of  bis  hands 
in  piisyer ;  that  the  one  might  ascend  to  heaven,  fra- 
gtmii  and  well  pleasing,  as  the  cloud  of  "  incettse" 
mounting  firom  the  holy  allar ;  and  the  oUier,  in  con- 
juitction  with  it,  prevail  ihstead  of  the  "  evening 
"  oblation,"  for  the  deliverance  of  himself  and  his 
Companions. 

3.  Set  a  watch,  O  Lord,  before  my  mouth  ;  keep 
the  door  of  my  tips  ;  or,  a  guard  over  the  doqr  of 
my  tip8.  4.  incline  not  mine  heart,  i.  e.  eOff'er  not 
my  heart  to  be  Alined,  to  any  evil  thing,  to  prae- 
iUe  wicked  wotk»  with  men  that  work  miguih^,  or, 
idolatry  ;  oftrf  let  me  imt  eat  vf  theit  dmnties. 

David  was  now  going  to  seek  a  retreat  ftom  the 
persecutions  of  bis  master  Saul  amidst  a  race  of  ido- 
laters, who  would  be  curious  to  observe  all  his  words 
and  actions^  and  wosld  attempt  td  draw  bin  in  to  be 
a  partaker  with  them  ia  thdr  idd-worship,  or  to 
suspect  faim  as  a  ^y  and  an  etiemy,  if  he  refesed  to 
comply  with  them.  He  dierefore  beseeches  God  (o 
"  set  a  watch  before  his  mouth,  a  guard  over  tbe 
"  4o«H-  of  bis  lips^"  thAt  he  migbt  iiMAer  endanger 
fats  own  safety  by  his  impradent  airtiage,  BarTioiate 
bis  religion  by  any  weak  com^iahces,     H^  entreats 
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to  be  preserved  from  that  greatest  of  all  evils,  the 
renouncing  Jehovah  to  follow  vaih  ancT^trange  gois. 
He  desires  that  he  roigbt  not  be  guilty  of  thii  heinoiu 
and  presumptuous  sin^  no,  not  so  much  as  in  thought 
— "  Suffer  not  mine  heart  to  be  itM^hed  to  say  &n\. 
"  thiftg ;"  that  he  might  abhor  to  play  the  bypocrite, 
by  joining  in  the  abominations  of  the  heathen,  "  the 
"  men  that  vrork  idc^atry,"  though  but  in  shpvr  and 
appearance  only ;  and  that  he  might  never  be  allured 
by  the  pomp  and  pleasure  of  their  feasts^  by  (beif 
luxurious  meats  and  lascivious  rites,  to  mix  ia  their 
religious  festivals,  to  eat  and  drink,  and  rise  up  to 
play — "  neither  let  me  eat  of  theul  dainties.'^  A 
Christian,  living  among  unbelievers  and  aensaalisUm 
the  wofid,  bath  abundant  reason  to  put  up  the  same 
prayers,  and  to  use  the  same  precautions, 

5.  Let  the  righteous  smiie  me;  it  shall  be  a  kind- 
tussa:  tmdletkim Throve jne;  itshallbejmeitoef- 
Uttt  oil,  vrbich  ahaU  not  break,' or,  depreat,  tmf 
head :  for  yet  -m)  prayer  alto  sIh^  be  tn  (fteip 
ctdawiiies,  or,  against  their  wtckedneea. 

David  oontinueth  his  prayer,  and  beggeth  of 
heaven,  as  one  ei  its  best  and  dioicest  blesMngs, 
that  if  at  any  time,  through  the  frailty  of  nature,  be 
stfould  be  tnclined  to  yield  to  the  above^entioned 
teAiptations,  he  might  find,  among  his  attendants, 
florae  'f  rigfateoos"  and  fattbiiil  friend,  who  aaigbt, 
wi^  a  land  severity,  check  and  "  reprov£"  him. 
'StM^  F^N-oo^  he  says,  would,  at  that  seawm,  be  to 
btBQ  as  te^O  tEStVi  ^e  *'  chie^"  or  most  precious  and 
exceUent  oil ;"  see  Exod.  xxx.  S3 :  it  would  not 
KkS 
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"  depress  his  head,"  ^tt^^  ^i\b^,  or  cause  him  to 
"  hang  it  down,"  as  people  in  sorrow  do,  bat  it 
would  be  "  the  oil  of  gladness,"  refreshing,  en- 
livening, strengthening,  and  enabling  him  to  lift  up 
his  head  above  the  temptation  against  which  he  had 
be^n  praying,  and,  with  renewed  vigour,  woufd  still 
continue" to  pray;  for  "yet  my  prayer"  shall  be 
D!Trnyn3,  "against  their  wickednesses."  Thebless- 
ed  effects  oPreproof,  when  given  and  taken  as  it  ought 
to  be,  never,  surely,  were  more  exactly  or  more 
beautifully  described. 

6.  When  their  judges  are  overgrown  in  stony 
placti,  they  shall  hear  my  words ;  for  the^  are 
Bmeet. 

Of  this  verse,  as  it  stands  in  our  translation,  1 
khow  not  what  can  be  made.  When  literally  rendered 
from  the  Hebrew,  it  runs  thus — "  Their  judges  have 
"  been  dismissed  in  the  sides  of  the  rock,  and  have 
"  beard  my  words  that  they  were  sweet"  David, 
reflecting  on  Saul's  cruelty  in  driving  him  (»ut  of  his 
country,  to  vrander  amongst  aliens  and  idolaters, 
very  naturally  calls  to  mind,  and  mentions,  his  own 
dh'fferent  behaviour  towards  that  implacable  enemy, 
whose  life  he  had  spared  at  two  several  times,  when 
tie  had  it  in  his  power  to  destroy  him  as  he  pleased. 
"  Their  judges,"  or  princes,  leaders,  generals,  At 
a)6cording  to  the  lirequent  usage  of  the  word  in  Scrlp- 
ttare,  pOK'X  "  have  been  dismissed"  (the  ornimon 
signification  of  the  verb  DOB^)  "  in  the  sides  of  the 
"  rock,"  when  1  had  them  at  an  advantage  there ; 
1  Bam.  xxiv.  3.  "  and  have  heard  my  words,  that  they 
3 
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"  were  sweet";"  they  only  heard  me  expostulate  with 
them  in  a  manner  so  mild  and  humble,  that  even  . 
Saul  himeetf  was  overcome,  and  "  lift  up  his  voice 
"  and  wept,  saying,  My  son  David,  thou  art  mod'e 
"  righteous  than  I — ^The  Lord  reward  thee  good  for 
"  timt  thou  hast  done  unto  me  this  day :"  1  Sam: 
xxiv.  16.  Such  hath  been  my  conduct  towards  tlie 
servants  of  Saul.  Yet  how  have  my  people,  .alas! 
been  by  them  most  miserably  butchered  I 

7.  Our  bones  are  scattered  at  the  grave's  mouth, 
as  when  one  cutteth  and  cleaveth  wood  t^n  (Ae 
earth. 

This  probably  alludes  to  the  bloody  massacre  of 
Ahimelech  and  the  priests  that  were  in  Nob,  who,  to 
the  number  of  eighty-five  persons,  all  of  a  sacred 
character,  and  alt  innocent,  were  inhumanly  slaugh- 
tered together  by  Doeg  the  Eremite.  Such  bavock 
as  this  might  well  be  compared  to  the  cutting  and 
cleaving  of  wood,  like  the  fragments  of  which  the 
bones  of  the  sufferers  lay  scattered  here  and  there 
upon  the  gronnd,  as  many  of  the  bodies  might  be 
devoured,  before  pits  were  prepared,  near  the  Held 
of  slaughter,  for  their  interment.  To  feel  the  force 
of  the  Psalmist's  expressions  in  this  verse,  we  need 
not  have  recourse  to  such  extraordinary  scenes  of 
tyranny  and  cruelty.  The  daily  dissolution  and  de- 
struction of  our  bodies,  in  the  common  way,  will  be 
found  abundantly  suflScient  for  the  purpose.  For 
who  can  attend  the  digging  of  a  grave,  and  thus  view 


*  ThU  is  Mr.  Peters's  interpretation  of  the  verse,  and  pr. 
PuRELL  halb  fallen  ui>on  the  same. 
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tbeniiuthcn  disdoacd,  without «xclaiiniog,  "Oar 
"  bones  lie  scattered  at  the  grave's  mouth ;  as  when 
"  uie  cutteth  and  deaveth  wood  apoQ  the  earth  ?" 
Indaed,  Rachel  bath  often  had  occasion  to  bemoao 
her  children,  thus  antimely  slain  by  the  anrdenting 
■word  of  penecutiont  But  let  her  re&aki  4er  voiee 
bom  weepiag>  and  her  ^ei  ftom  tean^  Her  efail- 
ilrvn  sbaH  return  again  from  the  dead,  and  their  boun 
ttioll  r^ioe  and  flouriaii  as  an  herb.  Jer.  xxxi.  1 5. 
Ihu  iKvi.  14. 

6.  BtU  TTtme  ^s  axe  iaUothee,0  Gob  the  LeB0^. 
im^keeis  n^  trust;  leave  not  mtf  tout  deaHtnt*. 
&  Ketp  me  from  the  »nare«  which  tAey  kave  kad 
fbr  me,  and  tke  gins  of  the  workers  of  iniquity.  •■ 

The  principle  upon  which  David  acted,  and  sup- 
ported himself  under  his  troubles,  was  a  firm  trust  in 
God,  and  a  steady  resolution  to  obey  him.  With 
oMfidence,  therefore,  he  made  his  prayer,  that  Je- 
lunridi  would  keep  him  from  the  snares  which  Savl 
«IH|  his  oonnsetlors  had  fakl  for  him  on  one  hand,  and 
from  those  t^  the  idolaters,  among  whom  he  was 
diiten,  on  the  other ;  that  so  he  might  not  be  left 
ijestitnte  and  lose  his  life,  or,  which  he  prized  more, 
4iis  MUi.  For  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  his  hst  speech 
4o  Saal>  1  Sam.  xxvi.  t9.  where  he  mentions  '^ 
tricked  policy  tf  his  enemies,  who  bad  ctrntrived  t» 
feroe  him  into  banishment,  he  mentions  not  the  dan- 
■^en  of  his  life,  but  only  that  of  hi»  rdigion-—"  They 
"  have  driven  me  out  this  day  fin^m  abiding  in  the 
"  inheritance  of  the  Loed,  saying.  Go  serve  other 
**  gods ;"  intimating,  th^  tbey  had  done  what  lay  in 
their  power  to  drive  him  to  idolatry,  by  forcing  hhn 
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into  a  GOttDtry  where  he  wotdd  have  the  8trong;est 
temptation  to  it. 

10.  JLft  the  V}ichH,  or,,  th§ wicked s^il,faUi9Uo 
their  own  nets  together^  whilst  that  I  withal  p$pupe. 

From  the  sequel  of  the  history  we  fiad  that  the 
h<^  and  aeaurancehereexpr^sedbythe  Psaltdiat 
were  not  vain.  He  escaped  atl  the  snares  thrt  were 
laid  for  bim  on  every  side  i  he  lived  to  see  the  death 
of  Saul,  who  fell  in  a  battle  witfi  the  Philistines,  and 
iboK  Pbilistfhes  subdued  by  himself  and  his  Btih)ects. 
So  wiU  the  devices  of  all  our  enemies  be  fn  the 
end  Cqrned  against  tiietnsejves :  they  ebail  Jall  and 
periafa,  but  wa  shi^  triumph/  with  our  Redeem,  to 
eteAiity. 

*      TWENTY-NINTH  DAY.— EVENING  PRAYER.    ',' 

PSALM   CXUl. 


The  tiitl^  Qf  this  Psalm  informs  us,  thnt  it  w^s  ^ 
prayer  of  David,  whw  he  w.9«  ia  the  cave,  t^ 
is,  most  probably,  the  cave  of  Adallam,  wUf^er  he 
fled  when  ia  -dauger  both  from  Saul  and  from  the 
Philistines:  1  Sam.  xxii.  1.  it containetb,  1^2. 
a  supplication ;  3 — 5.  an  act  of  confidence  in  GFod 
at  that  season  of  danger  tuid  destitution ;  6.  41 
^der  complaint  of  his  sufferings,  and^  7.  «  per 
tftWf^  fot  d^jweranc?.  Our  b^rieMiors  Iw^iDg 
rendeKd  some  of -the  ircrfas  is  the  part  ieeae,  &e 
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liberty  bath  been  taken  to  alter  tbem,  agreeaUy 
to  the  Hebrew,  and  to  the  tenour  of  the  Psalm, 
vhich  Beemeth  to  be  an  actual  prayer,  and  not  the 
relation  of  one. 

1.  /  mUl  cry  unto  the  Lobd  wUk  my  voice!  v>Uk 
n^  voice  unto  the  hoBS>w^  I  make  rmfSUppUeatiem 
%I  ifiiU  pour  out  my  corr^laint  before  him  ;  /  wiU 
$hotc  before  him  my  trouble. 

,.Xbe  slate  of  David  i|i  the  cave  of  Adiillam  was  a 
state  of  utter  destituiitHi.  Persecuted  by  bis  o«vii< 
<s<lVn('7™^°'  diiBtissed  by  Achisfa,  and  not<yetJ<WMd 
by.t^ifl,owD  rehtioDB^  or  wiy  «lber  atteniuits,  he 
tp^)(  xefuge  in  the  cave,  and  was  there  alone.  Bat 
in  that  disconBolate,  and  seemin^y  desperate,  situa- 
tion, he  desponded  not.  He  had  a  friend  in  heaven, 
into  whose  bosom  he  *'  poured  forUi  hia  complaint," 
and  told  faim  the  sad  story  of  his  trouble  and  distrera. 
When  danger  besetteth  us  around,  and  fear  is  on 
every  side,  let  us  follow  the  example  of  David,  and 
that  of  a  greater  than  David,  who,  when  Jews  and 
Gentiles  conspired  against  him,  and  he  was  left  all 
alone,  in  the  garden,  and  on  the  cross,  gave  himself 
unto  prayer. 

3.  When  my  spirit  ia  overwhelmed  within  me, 
then  ^tou  knoweat  rny  path.  Jn  the  way  wherein  I 
teaik^  have  tkey  pHvUy  laid  a  snare  for  me. 

The  meaning  is.  Though  my  thoughts  are  so 
broken  and  confused,  that  I  am  not  able  to  counsel 
and  direct  myself  in  these  straits,  yet  thou  knowest 
the  path  wherein  I  walk,  thou  art  with  me,  and  wilt 
preserve  me  firom  those  who  watch  all  my  step^  and 
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li^ilMimlwh  fonmoj .  Such  «ll»uM'<6e-  tt  titftiiiiys 
the  cQDfidenca  of  believers  in  the  wisdom,  4he  power, 
and.  the  goodness  of  God,  even  when  hdmaiftfrrileine 
has  done  its  utmost,  and  is  at  its  wit's  end^.  ,.  ,..ii>t.»f 
4.  Look  .on  ray  right  hajtd,  and  see  that  there  is 

Low; /«!!<,  2»<>ii«rH)^«;(i8«a«d*iyportiiMiW* 
the  land  of  the  Iming.        ..-i.         ^u    jvuvk    ^jfts 

JJtvidiibeseecheth  Qod  lb  consider  Us  de'stitille 
candititB,  v«i>  'Jhiok  on  his  right  hand,"  iBe  pla6^ 
wteK  tbe«dH>eats  used  to  stand,  and  to^'-'Sei'lHSl'^ 
"  J*ew  vmaamamitmt  wwild  know,"  icknbwledg*'' 
hill),  and  take  his  part;  "  refuge  failed  him ;"  there 
was  on  earth  no  patron  to  whom  he  could  'commit 
himself  and  his  cause ;  no  one,  Itnn,  that  would 
"  seek,  require,  or  avenge  his  soul."     Thus  Dr. 
Hammond  expounds  the  words  in  a  forensic  sense. 
How  affectingly  do  they  describe  the  destitution  of 
David    in    the   cave,    and    that   of   the   Son    of 
David  in  Iheday  of  his  passion,  death,  and  burial ! 
Death  will,  in  like  manner,  strip  ns  of  all  our  earthly  ' 
conneiions  and  dependences.  But  even  at  that  Jiour^' 
may  we,  each  of  us,  "  cry  unto  thee,  O  Lord;  ani' 
"  say.  Thou  art  my  refuge  and  my  portion  in  the 
"  la^i  of  the  living." 

6.  Attend  unto  my  crji ;  for  I  am  brought  very 
low :  deliver  me  from  nu/ persecutors  ;  for  they  are 
stronger  than  I.  7.  Bring  my  soul  out  of  prison, 
that  J  may  praise  thy  name :  the  righteous  shall 
compass  me  about ;  for,  or,  mften,  thou  shall  deal 
bountifully  with  me. 
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This  pnyer  of  David  was  heard  and  answcFed  - 
he  was<ddivered  from  his  persecutors,  enhrged  from 
his  distress,  eudted  to  the  throne,  and  joined  by  all 
the  tribes  of  Israel.  The  true  David  was  delivered 
firpm  his  itroDga*  persecutors,  broaght  from  the  se- 
palchre,  exalted  to  his  heavenly  throne,  owned  and 
submitted  ta  by  the  converted  nations,  iHio  becaoK 
the  Israel  and  people  of  <Ood.  Nor  let  na  tear, 
though  we  be  brought  very  low,  and  our  p^secBtors, 
the  vorid,  the  fledi,  and  the  devil,  be  at  any  time  too 
stoon^  tor  us.  God  will  delivw  us  from  the  bondage 
of  sin,  and  redeem  us  Irom  the  prison  of  the  grave, 
to  jtrin  the  great  assemUy  before  the  throne,  and 
thoe  to  praise  his  name  for  erer. 

PSALM  CXLin. 


This  is  the  seventh  and  last  of  the  Penitential 
.  Psalms ;  and  as  we  are  not  informed  of  any  par- 
ticular temporal  calamities,  which  gave  occasio* 
to  its  being  composed,  we  shall  expbin  it  acconi* 
ing  to  the  gea«ral  ase  now  madeof  it  in  Hk  church, 
for  whiefa,  indeed,  it  seems  to  have  been  originally 
and  entirely  designed.  AfW  the  example  of 
David,  the  penitent,  1.  maketh  his  prayer  to 
Crod  for  pardon ;  3.  acknowledgeth  the  impossj- 
bility  of  any  man  being  saved  hat  by  grace; 
3,  4.  deploreth  the  lamentable  effects  of  sin; 
5.  comforteth  himself  with  a  i«trospeot  of  Ood's 
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mercies  of  dd;  and(,  6 — 13.  [Miiyeth^  in  a  variety 
of  expresaionF,  for  remission  of  aiii,  Banctificatioil^ 
and  redemption. 

1.  Hear  v^  yrager,  O  Lobd,  give  ear  to  mgf 
mj^ieatinu :  in  tkjf  faithjitlneas  emawer  me,  and 
tM  thyrighteouanesa. 

When  Mary  Ma^alene  wcubed  the  feetof  iChriit 
with  her  tearSj  be  knew  what  the  petition  was  which 
her  Mml  desired  to  have  granted,  and  antwered  it 
aaoordiogly,  be£i»-e  it  was  made  in  worda,  by  saying, 
"  Thy  sins  are  fi^rgiven  thee/'  Thus  the  penitent, 
wMioat  mentioning  the  anlgect  of  hit  requoil,  as 
being  well  known  to  God,  b^  that  hia  "  prayer  aiyd 
**  supplication  may  be  heud  and  answered,"  ^ree- 
ably  to  the  '*  feHhfalness  and  righteocisnecs  of  Je- 
"  hovah." 

S.  Andenternot  i$Uojudg&nent  with  thy  servant: 
for  m  ihf  ngkt  sAoU  no  man  living  bejuMt^ed. 

In  the  first  verse,  the  sappliuit  appealed  to  the 
promises  of  God,  and  his  fid^ity  in  periiirming  them. 
Here  he  orgctii  the  fidlen,  sinfal,  wretched  state  of 
bnman  nature,  whidi  hath  rendered  it  absidutely 
impossible  Uiat  any  son  of  Adan  can  be  javed, 
dmild  Ood  **  enter  into  judgement  wi^  htm,"  and 
exact  the  panisbment  due  to  his  offences  according 
to  tke  LAW,  instead  of  pardoning  them  by  an  act  of 
eiucE.  The  thoughts  of  such  a  trial  are  enough  to 
appal  tite  soul  of  the  best  man  living,  to  mdie  bis 
ilesh  tremble,  and  aR  his  bones  shake,  as  if  he  stood 
at  the  foot  of  Sinai,  and  bdiekl  Jehovah  ready  to 


^cbv  Google 


MA  A  COMMENTARY  [ps&ui*t4S, 

break  forth  u[Hm  him  in  the  flaow  of  flevoaring 
fire. 

3.  For  the  enemy  hath  persecuted  m^  soul;  he 
hath  smitten  mgf  life  down  to  the  ground  :  he  hath 
made  me  to  dvtell  tn  darkness,  as  those  that  hm>e 
been  long  dead.  4.  Iherefore  is  my  spiril  over' 
whelmed  within  jne;  n^  heart  wkhinme is  desolate. 

We  have  an  "  enemy"  who  "  persecutes"  m 
with  unrelenting  malice ;  he  "  smites  our  life  dowa 
"  to  the  ground,"  as  oflen  as  we  yield  to  temptation, 
and  fidl  from  our  state  of  holinesB,  to  grovel  in  base 
and  earUily  desires ;  he  "  makes  us  to  dwell  in  dark- 
'*  nesB,"  wh«i  he  has  thus  withdrawn  us  from  Hit 
light  of  heaven^  which  before  iUumioeted  us,  while 
we  walked  in  it ;  the  spiritual  life,  for  a  time,  is  ex- 
tinguishedi  and  we  become,  for  all  the  purposes  of 
faith  and  charity,  *'  like  those  that  have  been  long 
"  dead.  Therefore,"  at  the  consideration  of  thn 
our  sad  estate,  when  God  has  enabled  us  to  see  and 
know  it,  our  "  spiiit  is  overwhelmed  within  us,"  with 
remorse,  anxiety,  and  despondency ;  and  "  our  heart 
"  within  us, ' '  deprived  of  the  comforts  of  conscience, 
the  joys  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  presence  of  the  Be- 
loved, "  is  desolate,"  forlorn,  misoable.  To  rescue 
the  sinner  from  this  disconsolate  and  lost  condition, 
our  blessed  Saviour  was  forsaken  on  the  cross ;  "  bis 
"  spirit  was  overwhelmed  within  him,  and  his  heart 
"  within  him  was  desolate ;  the  enemy"  was  suffered 
to  **  smite  his"  precious  "  life  down  to  the  g^und," 
and  he  "  dwelt,",  for  three  days,  "  in  darknew^  w 
"  the  men  that  have  been  long  dead." 
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5.  /  remember  the  days  of  old  ;  I  meditate  on  aU 
thy  works  ;  I  mttse  on  the  work  of  thy  hands.      ' 

When  sin  has  thus  laid  us  low,  and,  as  it  were, 
slain  'and  entombed  us,  we  begin  to  revive  and  to 
arise  from  tiie  dead,  through  hope  of  forgivetiess  and' 
restoration  to  the  divine  favour,  by  "  remembering 
'*  the  days  of  old,  and  meditating  on  all  the  works" 
of  love  and  mercy,  which  Jehovah  then  wrought  to- 
wards those  who  were  sinners  like  ourselves.  While 
we  "  muse"  on  such  instances  of  bis  goodness, 
the  reflection  is  obvious,  Is  he  not  still  the  same 
gracious  God  f  Will  he  not  do  as  much  litf  m, 
upon  our  repentance,/  as  he  bath' formerly  done  for 
others,  upon  theirs  ?  "  Let  us  arise,  and  go  to  OBir 
*'  Father !" 

6.  /  stretch  forth  my  hands  unto  thee;  imf  «dttt 
thirstetb  afier  thee  as  a  thirsty  land. 

Prayer  is  the  voice  of  faith.  The  sinner  who 
views  his  situation,  and  believes,  on  having  consider- 
ed God's  works  of  old,  that  he  shall  be  delivered  out 
of  it,  wiU  soon  "  stretch  ffflih  his  hands^^'ln  supplt- 
caUoH  to  heaven.  His  soul  will  gasp  and  pant  after 
that  grace  and  mercy  which  descend  from  tlbov)^^ 
like  the  rain  in  its  season,  to  bestow  refireshment; 
beanty,  tmd  fei^ky,  ona  parched  and  "  thirsty  land.'" 
While  we  recite  this  verse,  let  us  not  be  unmindAll 
<^  Him,  whose  hands  were  often  sbvtched  forth  in 
[»ayer  for  his  people,  and  whose  soul  thirsted  after 
our  salvation,  even  then,  when  he  felt  extremity  of 
Imdily  thirst  on  the  cross. 

7.  Hear  me  speedily,  O  Lord  :  rmf  spirit  faOeth-; 
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hide  not  thy  face  Jhmt  me,  lest  I  be  Wee  unto  them 
ihtjd  go  down  into  the  pU. 

These  wordi  would  come  with  propriety  from  the 
mouth  of  oae  ia  danger  of  temporal  death.  They 
are  no  leis  proper  in  the  month  of  him  who  is  in 
danger  of  death  eternal.  Rather,  they  receive  an 
additional  force  and  energy  when  used  in  this  letter 
sense. 

8.  Catue  me  to  hear  thy  loving  Inndneee  in  the 
foaming ;  for  in  thee  do  I  truet :  cause  me  to 
know  the  ttuty  wherein'  I  should  walk  ;  for  1 1^ 
up  wy  soul  unto  thee. 

The  poiitent  prayeth,  that  he  may  "  hear  the 
'*  voice  of  God's  loving  kindness,"  speaking  pardon 
and  peace  to  his  soul,  "  in  the  morning"  speedily 
and  early,  after  the  kmg  daik  night  of  fear  and 
sorrow  through  which  he  is  pEWsing.  This  he  bopea, 
because,  disclaiming  all  other  reliance,  he  placeth 
bis  coofidence  in  God  alone ;  "  in  thee  do  I  trust." 
Nor  is  be  only  solicitous  for  the  foi^veness  of  what 
is  post,  but  fcff  future  direction  in  the  coarse  of 
duty ;  "  show  diou  me  the  way  wherein  1  should 
"  walk."  And  to  the  end  that  be  may  follow  sach 
directions,  he  bath  withdrawn  bia  affections  from 
things  below,  and  set  them  on  tidngs  above ;  "  I 
"  Hfit  up  my  soul  unio  thee."    ' 

9.  Deliver  me,  0  Loed,  from  mine  enemies :  I 
fiee  mtto  thee  to  hide  me.  10.  Teach  me  to  do  dqf 
aill;  for  thou  art  my  God:  t^  Spirit  is  good; 
lead  me,  or,  let  thy  good  ^mi  lead  me,  into  tie 
.land  of  uprightness. 
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-  He  contino^  to  pray  that  he  may  be  "  deKy«ed 
**  fAMD  his  enemieB/*  ti\e  woM,  the  fleafa,  and  the 
devil,  horn  whose  temptations  he-"  fleeth,"  by  re- 
pentance and  &ith,  to  the  Almighty,  to  "  hide"  and 
protect  him.  He  reqaetteth  to  be  fiiUy  instructed 
in  the  "  will"  of  him,  whom,  as  his  Lord  end  bi« 
"  God,"  be  hath  determined  to  serve  and  obey.  Bui 
conscious  of  his  own  inability  to  do  the  will  of  Je- 
hovah, even  when  known,  he  entreateth  the  good 
Spirit  of  God  to  "  lead"  him  out  of  the  mazes  of 
error  and  the  pollutions  i>f  vice,  into  the  pleasant 
"  land"  of  truth  and  holiness*. 

II.  Qui^kenme,  O  hoRO,  for  thy  name's  sake; 
for  thy  righteousness'  sake,  bring  my  soul  out  of 
trouble.  12.  And  of  thy  mercy  cut  off  mine  ene- 
mies, and  destroy  aU  them  that  afflict  my  soul  : 
fw  I  am  <Ay  sertwmt. 

The  verbs  in  these  two  last  verses,  as  Dr.  Ham- 
mond hath  noted,  should  be  rendered  in  the  future ; 
"  Thou  shalt  quicken,"  &c.  and  then  the  Psalm  wiU 
end,  as  usual,  with  an  act  of  faith  and  assurance, 
that  all  those  mercies  which  have  been  asked  shall 
be  obtained ;  that  God,  for  the  sake  of  his  "  name," 
and  his  "  righteousness,"  of  his  glory,  and  his  &ith- 
Tulness  in  the  performance  of  his  promises,  will  not 
fiiil  to  be  favourable  and  gracious  to  his  servants, 

*  Mr.  Merrick  nientioDs  the  similar  phrase  of  mhot  oXti- 
iira«,  and  X»ifun>  B>inBim{,  ftmotig  the  Greeks.  Or  3Ws  Tm  may 
^niiy  "  the  land  that  is  plain  and  direct,  even  and  stnught," 
where  he  might  pursue  hia  intended  course  of  piety  and  good- 
ness, without  fear  of  meeting  with  obstructions  in  the  way,  or 
'  danger  of  wandering  oot  of  it. 
8 
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"  quidkcning"  tbem,  even  when  dead  in  trespasses 

and  sins,  and  bringing  thera,  by  degrees,  **  out  of 
"  all  their  troubles ;"  going  forth  with  them  to  the 
battle  against  their  spiritual "  enemies,"  and  enabling 
them  to  vanquish  the  authors  of  their  "  affliction" 
and  misery,  to  mortify  the  flesh,  and  to  overcome  the 
world ;  that  so  they  may  triumph  with  their  Redeemer, 
in  Uie  day  when  he  shall  likewise  quicken  their  mor- 
tal bodies,  and  put  all  enemies  under  their  feet 


THIRTIETH  DAY.— MORNING  PRAYER. 

PSALM   CXLIV. 


It  appears  from  verse  %.  and  verse  10.  of  this  Psalm, 
that  it  was  composed  after  David's  accession  to 
the  throne.  And  it  is  evident,  from  verse  5,  &c. 
that  he  had  more  enemies  still  to  ctmquer,  such  as 
the  Philistines,  &c.  He,  therefore,  1,2.  blesseth 
Jehovah ;  and,  3,  4.  expresseth  his  astonishment 
at  the  divine  goodness  shown  to  such  a  creature  as 
man;  5 — 8.  he. beseecheth  God  to  perfect  his 
work,  and  subdue  the  remaining  adversaries  by 
the  might  of  his  power.  9,  10.  He  breaks  forth 
again  into  e  strain  of  thanksgiving,  and,  11 — 15. 
again  returns  to  his  prayers  for  the  complete  re- 
demption, and  the  prosperity  of  Israel.  If  we 
substitute  in  our  minds,  Messiah  for  David,  the 


Q,i,z..bv  Google 


»AT  30.  H.  P.]  ON  tHE  rSALUS.  MS 

church  fiprlsn^l,  and  ^Qiritwl  for  tempfiral  bleia- 
in^,  the  Paalm  will  present  itself  to  us  ai  &  ooble 

erangelical  hymn. 

1.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  m^  strength,  whick  teack- 
eth  my  hands  to  war,  antl  myjingert  to  fight. 

What  David  here  acknowtedgetb,  with  regard  to 
his  nctories,  and  that  skill  or  might  by  which  they 
were  obtained,  should  be  likewise  acknowledged  by 
aM  earthly  kings  and  generals,  in  the  day  of  battle 
and  conquest.  Forsaccess  in  our  spiritual  warfare, 
we  depend  on  the  grace  of  CJod,  which  alone  can 
give  US  wisdom  and  "  strength  to  have  victory,  and 
"  triumph  against  sin,  the  world,  and  the  devil." 
Even  the  Captain  of  our  salvation  fought  and  over- 
came by  a  power  that  was  divine.  "  Jehovah  taught 
"  HIS  banck  to  war,  and  bis  Bngers  to  fight."  And 
"  blessed,  on  that  account,  be  the  name  of  Jehovah, 
in  the  church,  for  evermore. 

2.  Ml/  goodneas,  Heb.  my  meny  •,  aiid  my  for- 
tress s  my  high  tower,  and  my  deliverer;  nuf 
shield,  and  he  in  whom  I  trust ;  who  subdueth  my 
people  under  me. 

The  "  goodness,"  or  "  mercy,"  of  God  inclineth 
us  in  time  of  trouble,  to  fly  to  him  as  to  a  "  for- 
"  tress,"  or  "  tower,"  in  which  we  find  refuge ;  and 
when  we  have  thus  put  ourselves  under  his  patnm- 

*  That  is,  "  who  art  metcifiil  to  me,"  the  abstract  being  put 
fi»  the  concrete,  BBinFs.xu.1.Prov.z.  29,  £zek.xlir.6.  Hoi. 
Tiii.O.  Dr.  DmtBLL  thhiks  ne  should  read  •!»»,  "  my  M- 
"  fege,"  a*  in  etbcf  pwaUel  placet, 

TOL.  n.  LI 

Diailizccb'vGoOgIC 


»14  A  COMMENTARY  [maim  144. 

age,  he  becometh  our  "  deliverer"  irom  fvesent  dao- 
ger;  our  "  shield/'  or  protector,  against  any  tint 
may  afterwards  arise ;  the  object  of  oar  unlimited 
"  trust"  and  confidence ;  and,  at  last,  the  "  subduer" 
of  all  opposition  "under  us." 

3.  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  takest  knowUdgt 
of  him*  otthe  son  of  man,  that  thou  makestaecouttt 
of  him  f  4r.  Man  is  like  to  vanihf :  his  dt^a  are  o» 
a  shadow  tltat  pasaeth  away. 

After  a  thanksgiving  fDr  the  works  which  Jefaorafa 
had  wrought,  followetb  a  reflection  on  the  creetnre 
"  man,"  for  whom  they  were  wrought.  Such  a  re- 
flection introduced  in  the'same  manner,  and  almost 
in  the  same  words,  we  me^  with  in  Ps.  vlii.  4,  which 
passage,  being  cited  by  the  apostle,  Heb.  ii.  6.  and 
applied  to  Christ,  aflbrds  an  argument,  as  Dr.  Ham- 
mond hath  Justly  observed,  for  a  like  application  ot 
Uie  verses  now  before  us,  in  their  more  eminent, 
prophetic,  mystical  sense.  For,  certainly,  if  David, 
upon  the  remembrance  of  what  God  had  done  for 
him,  could .  break  forth  into  this  reflection,  much 
more  may  we  do  so,  for  whom  the  Redeemer  hath 
been  manifested  in  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  in  that 
form  hath  humbled  himself  to  the  death  of  the  cross, 
to  gain  us  the  victory  over  principalities  and  powers, 
to  put  all  things  under  our  feet,  and  to  make  us  par- 
takers of  his  everlasting  kingdom.  Lord,  what,  in- 
deed, is  man,  Q1K,  or,  what  is  the  son  of  such  a  mi- 
serable creature,  (Sn^N^pi  that  thon  shouldst  take  this 
knowledge,  and  make  this  account,  of  him  ?  man, 
who  is  now  become  like  vanity,  or  instability,  itself; 
whose  days  are  fleeting  and  transient  as  a  shadow, 
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which  glides  over  the  earth,  vanishes^  luid  U  seen  no 
more !  Such  was  human  nature :  but  th&  Son  of 
God  hath  taken  it  upon  himaelfj  rendered  it  immor- 
tal, and  exalted  it  to  heaven;  whither  all  will  follow 
him  hereafter,  who  follow  him  now  in  the  pattisof 
righteousneHand  bdiness. 

5.  Sow  thy  heavens,  O  Loim,  and  eome  domtt; 
touch  the  mountains,  and  they  shall  smoke.  6.  Ca^ 
forth  lightning,  and  scatter  them  ;  shoot  out  thinei- 
arroiBs,  and  destroy  them,  7.  Send  thine  hand 
from  above  ;  rid  me,  and  delioer  me  out  of  great 
waters,  from  the  hand  of  strange  children;  8. 
Whose  mouth  speaketh  vanity,  and  their  right 
hand  ia  a  right  hand  of  falsehood. 
'  David,  having  celebrated  his  victories  over  some 
of  his  enemies,  and  extolled  the  mercy  and  goodness 
of  God,  to  whom  he  ascribeth  the  achievement  of 
^em,  now  proceedeth  to  request  a  farther  manifesta- 
tion of  the  omnipotent  arm  in  his  favour,  against 
other  hostile  forces,  which  still  threatened  his  coan- 
try  upon  his  accession  to  the  throne;  such  as  the  . 
Phili^nes,  Moabites,  Ammonites,  &c  see  3  Sam. 
V.  and  viil  These  are  called,  metaphorically,  "  great 
"  waters,"  threatening  to  overwhelm  and  destroy 
every  thing ;  and,  in  plainer  terms,  "  strange  chil- 
"  dren,"  or  aliens  from  the  covenant  of  Jehovah,  and 
the  commonwealth  of  I»ael ;  children  who  "  speak 
"  lies,  and  work  wickedness ;"  or,  as  Dr.  Hammond 
interpreteth  the  8th  verse,  "  whose  mouth  speaketh, 
"  or  maketh  professicm  of,  vanity,  K1B^>  that  is,  idola- 
"  try ;  and  their  ri^t  hand,"  that  on  which  they  de* 
pend  for  support,  the  object  of  their  confidence,  "  ii 
l12 
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"•afigMfaendof  Mieboo4'"irW,  and  one  Aat  w9l 
flril  aH  who  rely  upon  it  for  bdpt.  Jcbovah,  Ae  God 
of  Israel,  i»  therefore  en4reated  once  man  to  ^pear 
m  the  cause  of  bit  anoiated ;  to  go  fortl^  as  of  cM, 
to  the  batlte  agahut  the  enemies  aS  hia  peo|^,  with- 
all  the  tokeoa  of  displeasare  and  ^eugeeactt,  ^imy^ 
log  and  pattktg  to  fiigbt  these  "  armies  of  aUens." 
In  like  manner,  t^  chwch^  or  nystical  botfy  of 
Gbrist,  it  instant  in  fvayer  for  tke  fiaal  comfdetien 
ofberhepe.  Sbevriiheil»ft>rthegI'(Hioii»day,  whea 
herGiod  and  Savioor  AaM  bow  the  heaveas',  and 
come  town  to  judgment,  causing'  tbe  meantain^  to 
smoke,  and  Same,  and  ^selre,  and  flew  down  be- 
fore him ;  when  bis  lightnings,  those  arrows  of  hi» 
itNll^fttion,  and  ministers  of  bts  vengeance,  shall 
Rc&tter  the  host  ef  diarknes^  and  destroy  the  a&ti- 
ebristian  powers  ,*  when  we  shall  be  detirered  feon 
erery  enemy,  and  froBi  aH  Ibat  bato  v»,  and  Darid 
etnt  King. 

9.Iml{9inganea>8tmgwaothee,OGodr  vpon 
a  psakery,  and  an  mstrumetU  often  etrmga,  tnU  1 
$ing  prat»e»  unto  thee.  10.  It  is  he  that  g?r«AI 
aahation.  untv  kings :  who  deKvereth  D&vid  ki$ 
Mrvantfrom  tke  kurtfid  atcord. 

In  tbe  mean  time,  as  tbe  Isvaelitisb  Gburcb  praised 
Jefaorata  for  tbe  ntercies  idready  Toncbsafed  to  the 
sen  of  Jesse,  so  do  we  datfy  magiHfy,  with  voices 
and  instruments  oCmusie,  that  solratiott'  whicb  Giod 
bath  diccted  for  us,  by  the  ddiTCfanee  of  his  Son, 
oar  Lord,  from  deatb  and  the  grwFe. 
'  1 1.  Hid  me,  and  deliver  ma  fp«m  die  himd  of 
Blrangt  elHl^enj  wkoae  m»vlh  ^eaktA  vanify,  ami 
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tkeir  rigbt  Acttrf  is  c  ngAf  AonW  -tfjwtKhami .-  12. 
7%af  MO*  flofM  may  iie  us  pUtntg  grtwn  up  in  'Aeir 
^fMilh;  titat  Ota- dam^Jttere  may  be  as  ofmer  stones, 
poUsked  after  the  timilitudetfnpalme.  13.  That 
mir  gamern  may  be  ftdi^  t^brdmg  mU  mamner  of 
store,  that  our  sheep  maaf  brin^  forth  thouaanis  ■and 
ten  thouttmds  in  -ottr  stretU,  or,  jUlds :  14:  Tbat 
•ur  -oxen  may  be  vtrttng  to  labour;  -that  there  be 
MO  hreakmg  in,  nor  going  out;  thattkwe  beiM 
eomplainmg  in  «flcr  streets. 

Prayer  ie  again  made  £i>r  a  con(muance  of  God's 
favour,  ami  a  complete  victory  over  every  enemy  j 
tbe  bapfiy  cODseqMiices  of  which,  in  the  ertabfah-- 
ment  -of  Israel,  and  the  prospenty  of  JernsaAeaii,  aj« 
paiticuIaHy  described.  Vtt^ory  is  prodHctave  of 
peace,  and  peaoe  is  the  mother  of  all  eartbiy  Ueu- 
ii^  to  commanities,  and  4be  fetnilies  that  compmc 
tbera;  whosehappiacsscoanBtetbraanameroasaBd 
fcopefitl  pvogeny  of  sons  and  danj^ers ;  the  former 
lieeHby  ead  wejl  aiB^ured,  growing  ap^  like  yinnig 
plants  in  a  kindly  soil,  until  tbey  attain  to  their  fnU 
«tiiengi^  and  etatiiw ;  the  laltter,  fait  and  nrtueus, 
like  M  many  taU,  weil-^roportioaed,  highly  ptriishedj 
4Uid  richly  omaTnented  oolnmn^  ^nning  lOae  b»use 
4d  wbick  they  belong.  Wbes  to  these  we  have  add- 
fid  pleaty  of  com,  and  all  other  pvoviatoiM,  in  (he  ^b^ 
■ariesanditorehoases;  flocks  and  beFds.^rerthTtT'- 
jng  and  increasing ;  freedom  ironi  hoMiIe  invasioatt 
and  domestic  complavata,  so  that  there  be  "  no  break- 
"  ing  in,  nor  going  <oat,"  no  irraption  of  aliens  into 
ihe  comnanveaUii,  oor  enrigrmtion  of  inhmbitante  to 
foreign  countries,  by  captivity,  or  othenrite ;  vtt 
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shall  find  oanelves  possessed  of  nrait  of  Ae  ingre- 
dients,  which  enter  into  the  composition  of  temporsl 
felicity.  Snch  felicity  God  promised  to  his  people 
Israel,  and  bestowed  on  them,  while  they  kept  his 
statutes,  and  observed  his  laws.  And  therefore  there 
is  no  reason  for  supposing,  as  the  Others,  with  many 
others,  have  done,  that  these  wishes  for  "  sons, 
"  daughters,  corn,  sheep,  oxen,.&c."  are  uttered  by 
the  *'  strange  children,"  thealiensand  idolaters,  men- 
tioned in  tiie  11th  verse:  The  good  things  of  this 
world  may  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  righteous,  who  are 
distinguished  from  the  wicked  by  the  use  which  they 
make  of  them^  when  given ;  and  by  their  meek  re- 
signation of  them,  when  taken  away.  Whatever  be 
the  will  of  God  concerning  our  having  or  wanting 
these  outward  comforts,  we  know  that  we  have,  as 
the  faithful  servants  of  God  in  every  age  had  before 
iu^  greater  and  more  precious  promises,  a  better  and 
an  enduring  substance,  pleasures  that  fitde  not,  and 
riches  that  fly  not  away,  reserved  for  us  in  a  heavenly 
country,  and  a  city  which  hath  foundations. 

15.  Hapj^  is  thatpeopZe  that  is  in  suck  <z  case: 
yea,  happy  is  that  people,  whose  God  is  the  Lonn. 

The  Psalmist  concludes  with  pronouncing  the  hap- 
piness of  the  Israelites,  when  in  the  state  of  prospe- 
rity above  described,  and  their  far  greater  happiness 
in  "  having  Jehovah  for  their  God,"  who,  by  settling 
them  in  peaceful  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaani, 
and  the  Jerusalem  below,  gave  them  a  pledge  and 
foretaste  of  that  love,  which  stood  engaged  by  cove- 
nant to  bring  them  and  us  to  his  everlasting  rest,  in 
the  Jerusalem  alwve. 
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PSALM    CXLV. 


AROUHENT. 


Hitherto,  in  this  divine  book,  we  have  been  present- 
ed with  checkered  scenes  of  danger  and  deliver- 
ance, distress  and  mercy.  The  voice  of  complaint 
bath  sometimes  been  succeeded  by  that  of  thanks- 
giving ;  and  praise,  at  othertimes^  hath  terminated 
in  prayer.  But  now,  as  if  the  days  of  mourning 
in  Zion  were  ended,  we  hear  no  more  of  Messiah, 
as  a  man  of  sorrows ;  m*  of  the  church,  as  de- 
spised and  afflicted,  after  the  same  example  in  the 
world.  Henceforth  we  seem  not  to  be  upon 
earth,  but  in  heaven,  mingling  with  celestial  spirits 
around  the  throne,  and  singing,  as  in  the  following 
Paalm,  1, 3.  the  praises  of  our  Giod  and  King ;  ex- 
tolling, 3.  his  greatness,  4.  his  might,  5.  his  glory, 
6,  7.  his  justice,  8,  9.  his  mercy ;  10—13.  the 
miajesty  of  his  kingdom,  and,  14 — 21.  all  his 
adorable  perfections,  and  wondrous  works.  This 
is  an  alphabetical  Psalm.  The  verse,  which  should 
begin  with  the  letter  Nun,  is  wanting.  But,  as 
Dr.  Hammond  hath  observed,  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon for  one  letter,  or  more,  to  be  left  out  in  an 
alphabetical  Psalm,  as  in  Ps.  xxv.  where  1  being 
twice  repeated,  p  is  certainly  omitted.  We  shall 
therefore  content  ourselves,  with  vrhat  we  find  in 
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the  original  Hebrew,  and  in  the  Cbaldee,  without 
inserting  tbe  verse  which  is  now  read  in  the  LXX, 
and  other  translations.  Bishop  Patrick  mentions 
a  saying  of  the  ancient  Hebrews,  taken  notice  of 
by  Valentine  Schindler^  diat  "  He  could  not  fiul 
"to  be  a  chikt  of  Uie  wwM  to  come,  who  wovld 
'*  say  this  PsbIid  three  times  every  day."  Per- 
haps they  vrho,  while  they  chant  it  in  fiill  chwr^ 
enter  tfaoroi%hly  into  the  spirit  of  il^  do  experience 
aa  Uvdy  a  foretaste  of  the  next  world,  as  can  be 
experienced  in  this. 

1.  I  will  extol  thee,  mgf  God,  O  Xing:  andwUl 
bleBB  th^  name  for  ever  and  ever,  %  Every  dt^ 
nUl  I  blesa  tAee  ;  and  /  will  praue  thy  name  for 
eoer  and  ever. 

The  same  divine  person,  who  wm,  in  a  pecaliar 
manner,  the  "  God"  and  "  King"  of  Israel  sow 
standeth  in  those  relations  to  the  Gentile  Christian 
clmrcb,  and  by  her  is  "  extolled"  in  the  words  of  this 
Psalm,  originally  composed  and  used  for  that  purpose 
among  the  Israelites.  Christ  is  our  "  God,"  who 
hath  saved  ns  according  to  hi«  covenant  and  pro- 
mise ;  he  is  our  "  King,"  who  hath  aet  «p  the  umver- 
aal  and  everlaiting  kingdoa\,  foretold  by  Daniel  and 
the  other  prophets ;  who  bath  ' '  all  power  in  heavcD 
"and  earth;"  and  who  "  must  reign  till  he  hath 
"  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet  and  swallowed 
"  up  death  in  victory."  In  the  mean  time  it  is  the 
daily  employment  of  us,  his  redeemed  subjects  and 
servants,  to  chant  forth  the  praises  of  Ins  saving  and 
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g^riouB  "  oatne, "  with  wfaidt  the  church,  on  earth, 
and  in  heaven,  will  resound  "  for  ever  and  ever." 

3.  Great  is  the  Lord,  emd  greatly  to  be  prtiiaed; 
and  his  greatness  is  unaeanhable.  4.  One  genera- 
tion shall  pToixe  duf  works  utao  another,  and  ehaU 
declare  tJiy  rmghty  acts. 

The  "  greatness"  of  Jehovah,  whether  we  consi- 
der it  ak  relating  to  liis  essence  or  his  works,  is  ne<rer 
to  be  folly  comprehended  by  his  saints,  whose  de- 
Ughtitis  to  contemplate  "  the  breadth,  and  lengthy 
"  and  depth,  and  height,"  Ephee.  tit  18.,  the  extent 
and  duration  of  his  b«ng  and  hie  kingdom,  the  pro- 
fiindity  of  his  counsels,  and  the  BuUimity  of  his 
power  and  glory.  These  are  the  inexhaostihle  snb- 
jects  of  divine  meditation,  transmitted  ftom  age  to 
age.  And  as  the  ^eatness  of  God  our  Saviour  hath 
no  bounds,  so  his  praises  should  hare  no  end,  nor 
fdMukl  Uie  voice  of  thank^ving  ever  cease  in  tiie 
church.  As  "  one  generation"  drops  it,  "  another" 
riiould  t^e  it  up,  and  prolong  ^e  ddightfnl  strain, 
tiU  the  sun  and  tlie  moon  shall  withdraw  their  light, 
and  the  stars  fall  extinguished  frora  their  oHm. 

5.  ImUlspeakof  the  gtoTious  honour  of  thff  ma- 
jesty, and  of  thy  toondrous  v>ork8.  €.  lind  men  skali 
speak  of  the  might  of  thy  tarrAte  acts :  and  I  wHl 
declare  tfof  greatness.  7.  jfftejr  shall  abundan^ 
utter  the  memory  of  thy  greM  goodness,  and  shaU 
sing  «/  thy  righteansness. 

Those  works  of  God,  which  demand  in  be  cele- 
brated by  the  tongues  of  men,  are  here  divided  into 
^ree  kinds.  First,  such  as  declare  his  glory  and 
exciteonr  admiration  whenever  we  behold  tbem.  Of 
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this  sort  are  the  shining  firame  of  the  heavens,  and  aU 
the  bodies  which  move  therein  ;  the  earth,  with  its 
famitare  without,  and  its  contents  within ;  the  mag- 
nificent and  stupendous  ocean,  which  Bows  around  it; 
the  diSerent  tribes  of  animals  inhabiting  both  the  one 
and  the  other ;  and,  above  all,  the  construction  of 
man,  the  lord  of  this  lower  world.  Under  the 
second  class  of  God's  works  are  ranged  all  those 
which  the  Psalmist  styleth  his  "  terrible  acts,"  or 
the  exertions  of  bis  power  against  his  enemies  ,-  such 
as,  the  destruction  of  the  old  world  by  water ,-  of 
Sodom  end  Gomorrah  by  fire ;  Pharaoh  and  bis 
host  in  the  Red  Sea ;  of  the  Canaanitish  nations  by 
the  sword ;  and  the  victory  gained  over  sin  and 
death  by  the  resurrection  of  Christ.  In  the  third 
rank  stand  those  works  which  have  proceeded  from 
the  "  goodness"  of  God,  and  his  "  righteonsness"  in 
the  performance  of  his  promises.  And  among  these 
we  may  reckon  all  the  different  species  of  provision, 
which  have  been  made  by  providence  for  the  bodies 
of  men  in  the  worki,  and  by  grace  for  their  sools  in 
the  church.  On  any  of  these  subjects  meditation 
cannot  be  long  employed,  without  breaking  forth  into 
wonder,  gratitude,  and  praise. 

8.  7%e  Lord  is  gracious,  andfuU  of  eompaagion; 
aUnoioanger,  and  of  great  mercy.  9.  J%e  Lord  isgoorf 
to  all:  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works. 

Mercy  hath  misery  for  its  object,  and  is  that  at- 
tribute towards  which  the  eyes  of  a  Mien  vrorld 
must  naturally  be  turned.  The  Psalmist  hath,  ac- 
cordingly, introduced  her  last,  with  great  pomp  and 
splendor,  seated  in  her  triumphal  chariot,  and  in- 
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vested  vrith  a  supremacy  over  all  tiie  works  of  God. 
She  is  above  the  beaveos,  and  over  all  the  earth,  so 
that  the  whole  creation  fiodeth  that  refuge  under  the 
shadow  of  ber  wings,  of  which,  by  reason  of  man's 
transgression,  it  standeth  in  need.  The  ori^nal  word 
for  "  his  tender  mercies,"  is  VOm,  the  singnlar  ai 
which,  Orn,  signifies  the  "  womb."  The  "  mercies" 
of  God  towards  men  are,  therefore,  represented,  by 
this  word,  to  be  like  those  of  a  mother  towards  the 
child  of  her  "  womb."  And  this  is  the  very  simili- 
tude which  he  himself  hath  made  use  of,  in  that  most 
affecting  and  comforting  passage  of  the  prophecy  of 
Isaiabj  chap.  xlix.  15. :  "  Can  a  woman  forget  her 
"sucking  child,  that  she  should  not  have  compassion 
"on  the  son  of  her  womb  P  Yea,  Uiey  may  foi^t; 
"  yet  will  I  not  foiget  thee." — And  now,  what  fol- 
lows ?  Are  such  "  tender  mercies"  in  God  ?  And  are 
they  "  over  all  his  works  ?"   Why  then, 

.  10.  AU  thy  works  shallpraise  thee,  O  Lord  ;  and 
thy  saints  shtdl  bless  thee.  11.  Tk^  shall  speak  of 
the  glory  of  thy  kingdom,  and  talk  of  thy  power  ; 
12.  2b  meJte  Imtmn  to  the  sons  of  men.  his  mighty 
acts,  and  the  glorioits  majesty  of  his  kingdom. 
\3.  Thy  kingdom  is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  and 
thy  dominion  enduretb  throughout  all  generations* 
As  "  all  the  works"  of  God,  in  their  several  ways, 
make  a  due  return  for  the  mercy  vouchsafed  unto 
them,  and  set  forth  bis  glory ;  so  more  especially 
ought  this  to  be  done  by  man,  who  is  the  principal 
paity  concerned  in  the  fall  and  redemption.  The 
"  saints"-  are  the  subjects  of  Messiah's  kingdom ; 
and  of  that  kingdom  it  is  their  duty  to  publish  to  the 
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yndi  Utt  bleMmgs  and  the  gtories,  to  the  «nd  tfaa^ 
when  tfaew  are  made  Jcnowa,  the  nations  may  be 
thereby  indaced  to  sabout  their  heafte  to  so  gracioui 
a  soeplre*  and  tba  dominion  of  Cbiiet  vay  beotune 
M  unrvecsd  in  iti  extMtf^  as  it  is  everlasting  in  its 
damtion. 

14,  The  hovDiqihotdethmU  that f all,  mndruieeth 
1^  all  those  ttat  be  boated  devm. 

After  having  prodaimed  the  glory  aad  ebernity  of 
the  Jiingdom,  tiie  Prophet  draws  «  character  of  the 
Kiag,  who^  in  the  execntton  of  his  regal  and  pa8t(»ral 
<Ace,  ifl  ever  aiind^  of  the  necessities  of  his  «ab- 
jects.  To  those  who,  like  Peter  on  tbe  water,  uc 
■ialuBg  under  temptatioa,  beatretchelh  out  his  saving 
arm,  sttpportiag  and  "  npholding"  the«i  by  bis 
grace;  and  to  tfaoGe  who,  like  the  woman  in  the 
GospeL  have  Icmg  been  "  bmred  dowa"  with  sie  w 
sorrow,  he  holdeth  forth  a  pardoo,  **  raising"  end  set- 
ting tbem  upright  agaia  by  his  laercy.  The  case  is 
the  same  with  ,rc^;ard  to  outward  distresses,  fnw 
which  God  either  preserves  wddiven  his  people,  at 
he  sees  best  for  them. 

15.  Theofet  of  aU  toait  vpoH  thee  ,■  tmd  thau 
gmest  them  their  meal  m  due  eeason.  1&  Thau 
efCMMet  tkjf  haadf  and  etUt^eet  tke  detire  eftoetj/ 
Hmm^  tJuMg. 

What  a  Jast  and  beautifal  picture  is  faerepreseated 
to  view !  We  see  the  whole  animal  wodd  Baaeo^ded 
before  us,  with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  great  King 
and  Father  of  eH  things,  like  those  c^  a  flock  oa 
tbeir  Aepberd,  when  he  eaters  the  fidd,  in  tine  of 
dearth,  with  provender  ibr  then.     li^nxn  Uie  sane 
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firttte  penoB^  as  the  Smwmrfi  mem,  ai  the  Sag, 
Father,  and  Pastor  of  tbe  cbur^  4e  briiervrs,  witii 
earnest  ezpcctatioB,  wait  Sor  the  foedl  of  etemat  life. 
And  Ddtb«'«BeB»rtiie  other  kxA  and  wait  HiTani. 
Ta  both  he  gireth  thdr  meat  in  dae  seasoa ;  **  b» 
'*  apeneth.  his  ba^  axti  satiifietb  Ac  4e«re  of  eveiy 
"Kwiiiff  thing." 

17.  2%e  I^iHD'  is  n^^eotM  in  aU  Am  voys,  onif 
holj,  or,  goot^  flMret^iif^  m.  aU  &t»  iperits. 

Thns,  "  in  aU  fakwajn;''  wctiqieiKations  tmrards 
Ub  creatDFCs,  vhetfao  in  naAorc  or  in  ^ac(v  **  Je- 
"  hovah  itrighteon,"  feithfnt,  aadjasi,  in  exieading; 
hiB  pffomised  care,  by  neking  doe  proivisioit  far  thm 
wants ;  and  **  aU  bia  works,"  which,  fiwn  tiie  be- 
ginnuE^  of  the  worhl,  he  hoA  wrooghS  in  behalf  of 
Hk  bods  of  men,  are  fvXk  of  *'■  mercy  and  loviag 
"■  fcindaesft." 

18. 1%e  LoKD  is  nigk  tmto  all  tA«m  tkttt  coil  upon 
him,  to  all  that  call  upon  him  in  truth.  19.  He  wilt 
fulfil  ihedesi^e  of  thin  that  f tar  him:  heaUowiU 
hear  tiieir  cry,  mid  wiH  aame  them. 

It  is  our  happiness  to  have  a  King,  who  ia  Bot, 
like  cartiilj  priaceg,  dittcnlt  of  accessj  bat  one  of 
whom  the  ineancst  sabject  may  at  may  time  obtain 
•a  aadiRKe,  and  be  certain  of  baring  his  request 
granted,  if  it  be  made  "  in  trath,"  witboat  waver- 
ing, and  witboot  hypoerisyj  with  humUe  coDidene^ 
and  with  tiDwearied  constancy,  expecting  salvation 
from  God,  trom  none  but  him,  and  from  him  only  in 
the  way  of  duty  and  obedience :  "  he  will  folGl  the 
"  desire  of  them  that  fear  him." 
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20.  7%e  LoBD  preaerveth  all  tkem  that  love  him : 
but  allele  aiek^  mU  he  destroy. 

To  protect  bis  rabjects,  and  destroy  tbeir  enemies, 
is  tbe  finishing  part  of  the  regal  c^racter,  as  ber« 
drawn  from  its  great  original  in  "  tbe  King  of  saints." 
By  his  grace  he  now  preserveth  as  from  innumerable 
dangers  and  temptations,  and  gradually  destroyeth 
sin  in  us :  and  by  his  power  be  will  hereafter  execatSj 
in  the  follest  and  most  extensive  sense,  this  part  of 
his  office,  "  when  tbe  wicked  shall  be  consnmed  widi 
"  Uie  spirit  of  his  mouth,  and  destroyed  with  the 
"  brightness  oi  his  coming."  Then  the  bodies  of  the 
righteous,  preserved  to  a  joyful  resurrection,  shall  bo 
reunited  to  their  soula,  and  both  together,  perfected 
and  glorified,  shall  reiga  and  shine  with  him  for 
ever.  ,  Thas  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  "  preserveth  all 
"  that  love  him,"  and  maketh  good  his  promise, 
"  There  shall  not  an  hair  of  your  head  perisb." 
Idike  xxi.  18.  . 

.  21.  My  mouth  shall  apeak  the  praise  of  the 
Loan :  and  let  all  flesh  bless  his  holy  name  for  ever 
and  ever. 

The  Psalmist,  having  now  given  the  reasons  why 
he  had  resolved  to  "  extol  his  God  and  King,  and 
"  to  bless  his  name  for  ever  and  ever,"  concludes 
with  repeating  his  resolution,  and  exhorts  all  the 
world  to  follow  his  example,  in  time  and  eternity. 
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PSALM    CXLVI. 


In  this  Psalm,  the  church  is  taught,  1,  3.  to  prolong 
the  praises  of  Jehovah,  as  her  God  aod  King ; 
3 — 6.  to  beware  of  trusting  in  the  powers  of  the 
world,  aud  to  rely  on  the  world's  Creator  and 
Redeemer,  whose  miracles  of  love  and  mercy, 
wrought  for  the  children  of  men,  7 — 9.  are  enu- 
merated, and  the  eternity  of  whose  kingdom, 
10.  is  proclaimed. 

1.  Praise  ye  the  Lord.  Praise  the  Lord,  O  mif 
soul.  2.  Whiie  I  live  will  I  praise  the  Lord  :  / 
•wiU  sing  praises  utUo  my  God,  while  I  have  any 
being. 

No  sooner  is  one  Hallelujah  ended,  but  another 
begins ;  and  the  prophet,  in  imitation  of  those  who 
"  rest  not  day  nor  night,"  stirs  himself  up  afresh  to 
praise  the  King  of  glory,  the  Creator  and  Redeemer 
of  men,  declaring  himself  resolved  to  employ  the 
powers  and  faculties  qf  his  soul  in  the  service  of  that 
God,  who  gave  and  preserved  them. 

3.  Put  not  your  trust  in  princes,  nor  tn  the  son 
of  man,  in  whom  there  is  no  help.  4.  His  breath 
goeth  forth,  he  retumeth  to  his  earth;  in  that  xxty, 
day  his  thoughts  perish.  5.  Happy  is  he  that  hath 
the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  help,  whose  hope  is  in  the 
Lord  his  God  ;  6.  Which  made  heaven  and  earth, 
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the  sea,  and  all  that  therein  is :  tohich  keepeth  truth 
fm-  ever : 

From  Him,  who  is  **  the  prince  of  the  kings  of 
"  the  earth/'  Sion  looks  for  deliveraace,  and  by  Him 
her  tme  sons  expect  to  bo  exalted.  He  "  keepeth 
"  tnth  for  ever ;"  he  ia  able  and  willing  to  perform 
his  promises,  and  never  disappoints  those  who  rely 
on  him.  There  are  no  changes  in  the  politics  of 
heaven.  The  faithful  senrant  of  his  Master  is  by 
that  Master  inMlibly  approved  and  rewarded. 
Earthly  [wincesi,  if  ttiey  have  the  will,  often  want  the 
power,  even  to  protect  their  friends.  And.  sbonM 
they  want  neither  will  nor  power  to  advance  them, 
yet  still  all  depends  npon  the  breath  in  their  nostrils, 
which,  perhaps,  at  the  very  critical  moment,  "  goeth 
"  furth ;  they  retoro  to  Uieir  earth ;  their  tbosghts," 
and  all  the  Uioughta  of  Ibose  who  had  hoped  to  liae 
by  that  means,  fill)  into^  the  same  grave,  and  are 
buried  with  them  for  ever.  "  Cease  ye  from  mao^ 
"  whose  breath  ia  in  his  uostcUs ;  for  wherein  is  he  to 
"  be  accoimted  of?  Bat  tniat  ye  in  the  Lord  for 
**  ever ;  for  in  the  Ijord  JehovaJi  is  ev^Ia^ng 
"■  ttccagtii"    Isa.  ii.  ^.  xxvi.  4. 

7.  Which  executelhjudganetUfvr  the  eppreaaed: 
which  giv0thfoed  to  the  bungjry.  l%e  Lou)  loosetk 
the  prisoners :  8.  3%e  Xmxd  openeth  the  eyes  of  the 
blind :  the  Lord  raiseth  them  that  are  hvtoed  down  : 
the  Lord  loveth  the  righieous  :  9.  Ihe  Loub^  pre' 
aeroeth  the  strangers;  he  reUevetk  the  fatherless 
and  widtw :  btU  the  uuiy  af  the  widced  he  <umc^ 
upside  doton. 

That  the  Lord,  ef  whom  all  Uiese  things  are 
2 
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spoken,  is  the  Messiah,  or  Jehovah  incarnate,  ap» 
pears,  as  Dr.  Hammond  hath  justly  observed,  from 
what  is  said  of  him  in  verse  8.  "  The  Lord  openeth 
"  the  eyes  of  the  blind ;"  the  miracle  of  restoring 
sight  to  men  bom  blind  being  one  reserved  for  the 
Son  of  God  to  work,  at  his  coming  in  the  flesh. 
"  Suice  the  world  began,"  saith  Ihe  man  to  whom 
sight  had  been  thus  restored,  "  was  it  n(^  heard, 
"  that  any  man  opened  (he  eyes  of  one  that  was 
'  "  bom  blind ;"  John  ix.  32.  This  therefore  was  the 
first  of  those  tokens  given  by  Jesus  to  the  disciples 
of  John,  whereby  it  might  he  known,  that  he  was  the 
expected 'Christ ;  "  Go  and  tell  John  the  things 
"  which  ye  have  heard  and  seen ;  The  blind  receive 
"  their  sight,"  &c.  But  how  did  this  evince  him  to  be 
the  Messiah  ?  Plainly,  because  it  had  been  foretold 
by  the  prophets  (as  in  Isaiah  xxxv.  5.  xxix.  18. 
xlii.  18.,  so  in  this  passage  of  our  Psalm,  which  is 
exactly  simihir  to  those  texts),  that  Messiah,  when 
he  came,  should  give  sight  to  the  blind.  Now,  if 
one  part  of  the  Psalmist's  description  belong  to 
Christ,  the  other  members  of  it  must  do  so  likewise, 
it  being  evident  that  the  whole  is  spoken  of  the  same 
person.  He,  therefore,  is  "  the  God'  of  Jacob, 
"  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea  and  all  that 
"  therein  is ;"  and,  upon  his  appearing  among  men  in 
the  body  of  our  flesh,  he  showed  himself  possessed 
of  power  to  relieve  all  the  wants,  corporal  and 
spiritual,  of  poor  lost  mankind.  When  he  rescued 
men  from  the  bondage  of  Satan,  he  "  executed 
"judgement  for  the  oppressed :"  when  he  fed  thou- 
voL.  II.  M  m 
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•ands  by  a  miracle,  or  when  be  preached  the  word 
to  snch  as  desired  to  hear  and  receive  it,  be  "  gave 
"  food  to  tbe  bungry :"  when,  by  pardon  and  grace, 
he  released  those  who  were  bonnd  with  the  chains  of 
their  sins,  be  "  loosed  the  prisoners :"  when  he 
poured  light  into  tbe  sightless  eye-ball,  or  illnminated 
with  saving  knowledge  the  understanding  of  the 
ignorant,  be  "  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind :"  when 
he  made  the  crooked  woman  straight,  or  rectified  the 
obliquity  of  a  depraved  will,  he  "  raised  those  that 
"  were  bowed  down :"  while  be  protecteth,  and  gnid- 
eth  to  the  city  of  their  eternal  habitation,  the  sons  of 
Adam,  who  are  exiles,  pilgrims,  and  sojourners  upon 
earth,  be  "  preserveth  the  strangers ;"  when  he  be- 
came a  bustffiad  to  the  church,  and  a  parent  to  her 
destitute  children,  he  "  relieved  tbe  fatherless  and 
"  widow :"  and  when  he  shall  come  in  his  glorioos 
majesty,  to  reward  his  servants,  and  to  confound 
their  enemies,  it  will  be  seen  how  "  be  lovetb  the 
"  righteous,  and  tumeth  the  way  of  the  wicked  np- 
**  side  down."  Happy  the  people  of  such  a  Qod ; 
happy  the  subjects  of  snch  a  King !  Rejoice,  and 
king,  and  shoot  aloud ;  for  lo, 

10.  Tfte  Lord  shaU  reign  for  'ever,  even  t^ 
God,  O  Z«m,  unto  a/2  genentfums.    Prataeye  the 

LOED. 
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THIRTIETH  DAY.— EVENING  PRAYER. 
PSALM   CXLVII. 

AJtfitJHENT. 

It  hath  been  conjectured  from  ver.  S.  that  this  Psalm 
was  written  to  celebrate  the  return  of  Israel  from 
Babylon,  when  Jerusalem  and  the  temple  were  re- 
built. I — 3.  The  people  of  God  are  exhorted  to 
praise  him  for  the  mercies  vouchsafed  to  them ; 
4-^6.  for  his  wisdom,  power,  and  goodness ; 
7 — 9.  for  his  providential  care,  and,  10,  11.  the 
wonderful  salvation  wrought  by  his  arm ;  IS — 14. 
for  the  security,  increase,  and  prosperity  of  the 
church ;  15 — 18.  for  the  happy  change  of  her 
condition,  like  that  produced  in  nature,  when 
spring  succeeds  to  winter ;  19,  dO.  and  for  the 
glorious  privilege  of  the  divine  word,  revealed  and 
committed  to  her. 

1.  PraUe  ye  the  Lord:  for  it  is  good  to  sing 
praises  unto  our  God;  for  it  iB pleasant;  andpraise 
is  eoTnehf. 

Praise  is  "  good"  and  acceptable  to  God  our 
Saviour,  whose  glory  is  the  great  end  of  man's 
creation  and  redemption :  and  it  is  "  pleasant  and 
"  comely"  for  man,  being  the  only  return  he  can 
make  for  those,  and  all  other  mercieis ;  the  offspring 
of  gratitude,  and  the  expression  of  love ;  the  deva^ 
Hm2 
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tion  of  the  boqI,  and  the  antepast  of  heaven ;  its 
own  reward  in  this  life,  and  an  introduction  to  the 
felicities  of  the  next. 

3.  7%e  Lord  doth  build  up  Jeru$idem:  he  gather- 
eth  together  the  outcasts  of  Israel. 

If  this  Psalm  were  written  on  occasion  of  the 
return  from  Babylon,  and  the  rebuilding  of  the 
earthly  city,  the  ideas  are  to  be  transferred,  as  in 
other  Psalms  of  the  same  kind,  to  a  more  important 
restoration  from  a  much  worse  captivity,  and  to  the 
building  up  of  the  church  under  tbe  Gospel,  when 
Christ  "  gathered  together  in  one  the  children  of 
"  God  that  were  scattered  abroad ;"  John  xi.  53, 
that  is,  in  the  words  of  our  Psalm,  he  "  gathered 
"  together  the  outcasts  of  Israel!"  So  shall  he 
again,  at  the  resurrection,  "  gather  together  his  elect 
"  from  the  four  winds,"  Matt  zxiv.  31.  and  "  build 
"  up  a  Jerusalem,"  in  which  they  shaiU  serve  and 
praise  him  Car  ever. 

3.  He  healeth  the  broken  in  heart,  and  hindeth 
up  their  wounds. 

The  "  broken  hearts  and  wounded  spirits"  of  tbe 
Israelites  were  "  healed  and  made  whole,"  when  they 
returned  to  their  own  land,  when  they  beheld  Jeru- 
salem rising  again  in  beauteous  majesty,  and  sung 
the  songs  of  Zion  in  the  courts  of  the  temple. 
Thus  Christ  came  to  "  preach  deliverance  to  the 
"  captives,  and  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted;" 
Isa.  Ixi.  1.  Luke  iv.  18.  to  speak  pardon  mnd  peace 
to  the  wounded  and  contrite  spirit,  and  to  put  a  new 
song  of  thanksgiving  in  the  raouth  of  the  penitent, 
which  he  might  sing,  when  restored  to  the  holy  city, 
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and  the  house  of  his  heavenly  Father.  The  hour  is 
coming,  when  Crod  shall  heal  the  breaches  which 
death  has-  made  in  the  bodies  of  his  people,  and 
translate  them  likewise  from  Babylon  to  Jerusalem. 

4.  He  teUeih  the  number  of  the  stars .-  he  call^ 
them  all  by  their  names. 

And  he  who  does  this,  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the 
situation  and  circumatances  of  his  elect.  He  know- 
eth  each  individual,  and  numbereth  all  the  atoms 
which  go  to  the  composition  of  his  frame.  He  can 
call  bis  saints  from  the  depths  of  earth  and  sea, 
"  by  their  names,"  as  when  once  "  he  cried  with  a 
"  loud  voice,  Lazarus,  come  forth ;"  and  he  can  fix 
them  in  radiant  circles  round  his  throne  in  the  king- 
dom of  glory,  vying,  for  multitude,  as  well  as 
splendour,  with  those  bright  orbs  which  gliUer  by 
night  in  the  spangled  firmament  of  heaven ;  so  that 
what  Bamch  saitb  of  the  stars,  may  well  be  applied 
to  the  seed  of  Abraham,  of  whom  it  was  foretold, 
that  they  should  equal  the  stars  in  number.  Gen. 
XT.  5..  "  The  stars  shine  in  their  watches,  and  re- 
*'joice;  when  he  caUeth  them,  they  say.  Here  we 
"  be ;  and  so  with  cheerfulness  they  show  light  unto 
'*  him  that  made  then>:"    Baruch  iii.  34. 

5.  Great  is  our  Lord,  and  of  great  power :  his 
understanding  is  infinite :  Heb.  of  his  understanding 
there  is  no  nuttier,  or,  confutation  ;  *l£)DQ  ^^H. 

This  is  a  proper  conclusion  drawn  from  the  former 
part  of  the  Psalm,  and  especially  from  the  preceding 
verse.  The  greatness  of  God's  power,  which  over- 
Cometh  all  difficulties  to  effect  the  salvfUion  of  his 
people,  is  not  to  be  grasped  by  the  human  mind  ; 
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and  that  wisdom  which  □umben  the  atan  of  heaTen, 
and  the  iand  of  the  sea^  and  the  generations  of  tiie 
soni  of  Abnham,  can  itself-  be  snlyect  to  the  ntles 
of  no  arithmetic 

6.  The  LoBD  Hfieth  tip  the  medt :  he  ctuteth  (he 
mdied  down  to  the  ground. 

To  exalt  end  reward  the  hamble,  penitent,  believ- 
ing', and  obedient ;  to  depress  and  panisb  the  proad, 
impenitent,  unbelieving,  and  disobedient;  these  are 
the  measures  and  ends  of  all  the  dtvine  dispensations. 
And  as  a  man  ranks  himself  in  one  or  other  of  these 
two  dimioDs,  he  may  expect  from  heaf  en  storm  or 
sunshine,  mercy  or  judgement 

7.  Sing  unto  tAe  Lokd  with  thanksgivii^  ;  sing 
praiie  upon  the  harp  unto  our  God,  8.  Who  eo' 
vereth  the  heaven  veith  douda,  who  pr^areth  rain 
for  the  earth,  who  maketh  grass  to  grow  upon  the 
wumntaina.  9.  He  giveih  to  the  beast  his  food, 
and  to  the  young  ravens  which  cry. 

The  faithful  praise  God  for  hia  goodness  to  the 
animal  world,  both  on  account  of  that  goodness  in 
itself,  and  also  because  they  beb^d  therein  an  em- 
blem and  assurance  of  his  mercy  to  themselves. 
The  watchful  care  of  Providence  over  all  creatures, 
^leaks  the  same  language  to  us,  which  Jehovah  made 
nae  of  to  Joshua,  and  which  the  apostle  bath  applied 
to  Christians  :  "  I  will  never  leave  thee,  not  forsake 
*'  thee :"  Josh,  i,  5.  Heb.  xiii.  5.  He  who,  by  send- 
ing  rain  on  tbe  mountains,  which  could  n<^  otherwise 
be  watered,  providetb  food  for  the  wild  beasts  inha- 
biting those  mountains,  will  never  leave  the  lambs  of 
his  flock  destitute.  And  he  who  feedeth  the  young 
8 
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of  the  unclean  raven,  when  tbey  cry,  asd,  as  it  were> 
in  their  way,  call  upon  him  for  a  supply  of  their 
wants,  will  he,  in  the  day  of  dearth  and  calamity, 
forsake  the  meek  and  harmless  dove^  that  moumeth 
continually  in  prayer  before  him  i  The  desponding 
servant  of  Crod  need  only  therefore  put  to  himself 
the  question  which  we  find  asked  by  the  Creator,  in 
Uiebookof  Job,  cbap.-xxxTiii.41.:  "  Who  proridatJh 
"  for  the  raven  his  food  ?  When  his  young  ones  cry 
"  unto  God,  tbey  wander  for  lack  of  meat;"  they 
wander  and  find  it  Our  Lord  pressed  this  ai^^ 
ment  on  his  disciples ,-  Luke  xii  d4'.  "  Ccmsider 
*<  the  ravens  ;"  Matt  vi.  36.  Behold  the  fowls  of 
"  ihe  air ;  for  tiiey  sow  not,  neither  do  they  reap, 
*'  nor  gather  into  bams  ;  yet  your  heavenly  Father 
^  "  feedeth  them.  Are  ye  not  much  better  than  they  i" 

Behold,  and  look  away  your  low  desptur ; 
S«e  the  light  teDants  of  the  barren  air : 
To  tfaem,  DOT  stores,  nor  granarieo  belong. 
Nought  but  the  woodland,  and  the  pleaiin;  mmg ; 
Yet,  youi  kind  hear'nly  Fsther  bnkds  bk  eye 
On  the  leaat  ^ing  that  flits  along  the  >ky. 
To  him  they  sing,  when  spring  renews  the  plain. 
To  him  they  cry,  in  winter's  pinching  reign ; 
Nor  is  their  music,  nor  their  plunt,  in  vain : 
He  hears  &e  gay,  and  At  distresiiiil  call. 
And  with  nnaparing  hoonty  fills  them  olL 
Will  be  not  care  for  you,  ye  Pithless,  say  } 
Is  be  unwise  1  Or,  are  ye  less  than  they  t 

Thomson. 

10.  He  deUghteth  not  •nMe<frengf&  ofUie  h&n* : 
he  tak€Ut  not  pleature  in  the  legs  afatmat.     11. 
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7%e  Jjobd  UUcetk  pteasure  in  tAem  that  fear  him, 
■n  those  that  hope  in  his  mercy. 

If,  Uierefbre,  the  inference  deduced  above  be  a 
jnit  one,  namely,  that  Qod,  who  takes  care  of  the 
wild  beasts,  and  the  birds  of  the  air,  will  suppMt 
and  defend  his  church ;  then,  however  weak  ghe  may 
be,  and  however  strong  her  adveraeries  may  be,  yet 
the  may  rest  secure,  as  having  him  on  her  side,  to 
whom  it  is  equal,  to  save  by  many,  or  by  few ;  who 
givcth  not  the  victory  to  the  pomp  and  pride  of  car- 
nal strength,  to  thousands  or  ten  thousands,  but  to 
"  those  who  fear  him,  and  hope  in  his  mercy."  The 
bktory  of  Israel  is  one  continual  exemplification  of 
thii  truth ;  and,  in  our  spiritual  warfare,  "  this  is 
**  the  victory  which  overcometh  the  world,  even  our 
"  rAiTH."     1  John  v.  4. 

13.  Praise  the  Lord,  O  Jerusalem  ;  praise  thy 
God,  O  Zion.  13.  For  he  hath  strengthened  the 
bars  of  thy  gates  ;  he  hath  blessed  thy  children 
tmtAm  thee.  14.  He  maketh  peace  in  thy  borders, 
wadjilleth  thee  with  the  finest  of  the  wheat. 

The  church,  like  Jerusalem  of  old,  erected  and 
preserved  by  the  wisdom,  and  power,  and  goodness, 
of  God,  is  exhorted  to  praise  him  for  alt  the  benefits 
anct blessings  vouchsafed  unto  her;  for  the  increase 
of."  her  children  within  her;"  for  the  "peace" 
which  she  at  any  time  enjoyeth  "  in  her  borders," 
while  she  is  here  below ;  for  the  plentiful  provisioD 
made  by  her  pastors,  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  those 
who  "  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousQess ;"  and 
for  the  protection  of  the  Almighty,  "  strengthening 
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"  the  hara  oi-  her  gates,"  aad  seQurin^  to,  her  litf 
possession  of  all  these  comforts;  wfarofak  in  tho 
heavenly  Jerusalem,  shall:  be  rendered  penftct  4ad 
indefeasible  for  evermore.    -  .uj    mio  t^,(i 

Id.  He  aendeth  forth  his  cammimdimnAaVgttn 
earth:  his  word  nmneth  vefyincj^j  adhSuiHci 
giveth  fmow  like  wool  t  he.  eceUlePeih  ^tlibaioati 
frost  like  aehes.  17.  He  ca^eth  forth  Ms  ieaiUf^ 
morsels :  who  can  stand  befve  kia  oM  f  i9j>  Be 
sendeth  out  his  uiord,  and  meUeth  them:  heeauseth 
his  mnd  to  blow,  and  the  waters  fhw. 

The  wonders  of  nature  represent  to  us  thc'inua- 
des  of  grace ;  and  the  change  of  seasons  prodveetb 
not  greater  alterations  in  the  world,  than  those  which 
take  place  in  the  church,  when  her  God  hideth  from 
her,  or  restoreth  to  her,  the  light  of  his  countenance, 
which,  like  its  emblem,  the  bright  ruler  in  the  hea- 
vens, at  its  departure  leaves  winter  behiad  it ;  and 
brings  the  spring  with  it  at  its  return.  "  The  sun," 
says  bishop  Sherlock,  "  is  the  great  spirit  of  the 
"  world,  in  the  light  of  which  all  things  are  made  to 
"  r^oice ;  perpetual  spring  attends  his  course ;  all 
"  things  revive  ^  his  approach,  and  put  on  a  new 
**  iace  of  youth  and  beauty ;  winter  and  frost  lag 
"  behind  him ;  nature  grows  deformed,  and  sickens 
"  at  his  departure."  Discourses,  vol.  v.  What 
the  BUD  is  to  the  worid,  the  same  is  Christ  to  the 
church.  When  the  heart  of  man  turns  away  from 
him,  and  deprives  itself  of  his  gracious  illumination  ,- 
when  ignorance  succeeds  to  knowledge,  that  is,  dark- 
ness to  light ;  when  faith  foils,  and  all  its  fair  pro- 
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ddctioDs  wither  away ;  when  "  the  lore  of  many  is 
"waxen  cold,"  and  the  fertilizii^  streams  of  charity 
are  frozen  to  the  bottom :  On  the  other  band,  when 
God  "  sendeth  out  his  word,  and  melteth  them ;" 
when  be  "  bloweth  with  his  spirit^  and,"  by  these 
genial  influences  fhnn  abore,  "  the  waters  are  made 
•'  to  flow  ;*'  when  &ith  revives,  and  shoots  into 
vigonr,  and  beauty,  and  fraitfiilness ;  and  when  the 
hearts  of  men  are  warmed,  as  well  as  their  under- 
standings illuminated :  What  is  all  this,  but  a  winter, 
and  a  spring,  like  those  which,  in  their  turns,  an- 
noally  deform  and  renew  the  fece  of  the  earth,  at 
the  "  word  and  command  of  Grod,"  in  either  case, 
"  ninning  swiftly,"  and  operating  efficacieudy  } 

19.  He  shomethkis word  unto  Jacob,  hiastattttes 
and  hi$  judgements  unto  IsraeL  90.  He  hath  not 
dealt  »o  with  am/ nation:  and  as  for  his judgemetUt, 
th^  have  not  knonm  them.     Praiae  ye  the  Lord. 

That  "  word,**  the  efiects  of  which  upon  the 
spiritual  system  are  similar  to  Uiose  experienced  by 
nature  in  the  vernal  season,  that  "  word  was  show^ 
"  unto  Jacob,"  and  became  the  property  of  "  Israel," 
while  Israel  continued  to  be  the  chnrch  of  God.  It 
hath  since  been  made  over,  with  all  its  types  realized 
Mid  its  prophecies  accomplished  in  Jesus,  to  the 
diorch  Christian ;  it  is  that  peculiar  blessing,  which 
distinguishes  ber  from  Uie  rest  of  the  world,  and 
for  which  her  children  are  bound,  at  all  times,  to 
*'  piaise  the  Lord." 
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PSALM    CXLVIII. 

ABGOMENT. 

All  the  creatures  ia  the  mvisible  and  visible  wotM 
are  called  upon  by  the  Psalmist  to  anite  in  a 
grand  chorus  of  praise  and  thanksgiving;.  The 
various  parts  are  to  be  performed  by,  1^  3.  the 
angelic  hosts;  3 — 6.  the  material  heavens,  and 
the  luminaries  placed  in  them ;  7.  the  ocean,  vrlth 
its  inhabitants ;  8.  the  meteors  of  the  air ;  9, 10. 
the  earth,  as  divided  into  bills  and  valleys,  with  the 
vegetables  that  grovr  oat  of  it,  and  the  animals 
that  move  upon^  or  about  it ; '  1 1 — 13.  the  human 
race  of  every  degree,  of  each  sex,  and  of  every 
age ;  14.  more  especially  the  Israel,  or  church  of 
God. 

1.  Praise  ye  the  Lord.  Praise  ye  the  Lord 
from  the  heavens :  praise  him  in  the  heights. 
S.  Praise  ye  him,  all  ye  angels  ;  praiseye  him,  dU 
his  hosts. 

When  St.  John  saw  in  vision  the  King  of  glory 
seated  on  bis  throne,  he  tells  ns  that  he  heard  all  the 
angels  which  stood  around  the  throne,  with  the  elders, 
and  every  creature  in  heaven,  earth,  and  sea,  lifting 
np  their  voices,  and  singing  togetho-  a  hymn  of 
thanksgiving  in  honour  of  him.  Such  a  choir  we 
find  here  summoned  by  the  inspired  Psalmist,  and 
exhorted  to  join  and  assist  him  in  praising  the  ^me 
Divine  Person,  whom  the  elders,  in  the  Revelation^ 
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declare  "  worthy  to  receive  glory,  and  hononr,  and 
"  power,"  because  be  "  created  all  things,  and  for 
"  his  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created :"  Rev.  v. 
13.  iv.  11.  From  the  heavens  and  those  unutterable 
heights,  where  hosts  of  immortal  spirits,  admitted  to 
a  sigbt  of  their  King,  ^oy  unfeding  pleasures,  the 
song  is  to  begin.  And  when  the  strain  is  thus  set  by 
the  celestial  part  of  the  choir,  it  is  to  be  taken  up, 
and  echoed  back,  by  the  creatures  of  this  lower 
world,  animate  and  inanimate,  which  have  all  their 
several  parts  assigned  them,  in  the  great  work  of 
glorifying  their  Creator. 

3.  Praise  ye  him,  sun  and  moon :  praise  him,  aU 
ye  stars  of  light.  4,  Praise  him,  ye  heavens  of 
heavens,  andye  waters  that  be  above  the  heavens. 
5.  Let  them  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord  :  for  he 
commanded,  and  th^  were  created.  6.  He  hath 
also  established  them  for  ever  and  ever :  he  hath 
made  a  decree  which  shall  not  pass. 

The  material  heavens,  through  all  their  various 
regions,  with  the  luminaries  placed  in  them,  and 
the  waters  sustained  by  them,  though  they  have 
neither  speech  nor  lang^ag^,  and  want  the  tongue  of 
men,  yet,  by  their  splendour  and  magnificence, 
their  motions,  and  their  influences,  all  regulated  and 
exoted  according  to  the  ordinance  of  their  Maker, 
do,  in  a  very  intelligible  and  striking  manner,  de- 
clare the  glory  of  God :  they  call  upon  us  to  translate 
their  actions  into  our  language,  and  copy  their  obe- 
dience in  our  lives ;  that  so  we  may,  both  by  word 
and  deed,  glorify,  with  them,  the  Creator  and  Re- 
deemer of  the  universe. 
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7.  Praise  the  hoRofrom  the  earth,  ye  dragons^ 
or,  whales,  and  all  deeps  : 

From  bearen  above,  the  Psalmist  descendeth  to 
the  deep  beneath,  which,  while  it  procIaiiHB  the 
power,  observes  the  laws  and  decrees,  of  him  who 
made  it,  and  poured  it  abroad.  And  the  same  may 
be  said  of  its  enormous  inhabitants,  which  are  under 
the  command  of  Jehovah,  and  of  none  but  him. 

8.  Mre,  andhail;  snow  and  vapours;  stortmf  mind, 
fidfilling  his  word  : 

These  are  so  many  messengers,  always  ready  to  go 
forth,  at  the  command  of  the  Most  High,  for  the 
purposes  of  mercy  or  judgenient.  They  praisfe  and 
glorify  God  after  their  manner,  while  they  "  futflt  bSi 
"  word"  upon  the  earth. 

9.  MountainSt  and  all  kills;  fruitful  trees,  and  att 
cedars :  10.  Beasts,  and  allcattle;  creeping  things, 
and  flying  fojul: 

Who  shall  ever  understand  and  comprehend  all  &e 
wisdom  of  God  displayed  in  the  vegetable  world, 
from  the  cedar  to  the  hyssop ;  in  the  animalj  froth 
the  elephant  to  the  pismire,  from  the  eagle  to  th^' 
sparrow  ?  The  more  we  study  them,  the  more  we 
shall  find  him  glorified  In  them ;  and  the  more,  on 
that  acconnt,  will  he  be  glorified  by  us. 

11.  Kings  of  the  earth,  and  atlpeople  ;  princes, 
and  aU  judges  of  the  earth :  \%  Both  young  men, 
and  maidens;  old  men,  and  children :  13.  Let  them 
praise  the  name  of  the  Lord  :  for  his  name  alone  is 
excellent;  his  glory  is  above  the  earth  and  heaven*. 

'  Nee  ad  solos  Hebneos  haec  pertinetadhortatio,  sed  ad  om- 
nes  omnino  homines:  eslque  adeo>ve]uliproladium  vocalioois 
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After  the  whole  creation  hath  been  called  upon  to 
praise  Jehovah ;  man,  for  whom  the  whole  wu 
made ;  man^  the  last  and  more  perfect  work  of  God ; 
man,  that  hath  been  since  redeemed  by  the  blood  of 
the  Son  of  God  incarnate,  ia  exhorted  tojoin  and  fill 
np  the  anirersal  chorus  of  heaven  and  earth,  as  bein^ 
connected  with  both  worlds,  that  which  now  is,  and 
that  which  is  to  come.  Persons  of  every  degree,  of 
eadi  sex,  and  of  every  age ;  "  kings,"  whose  power 
God  hath  made  an  image  of  his  own,  and  who  are 
the  suns  of  their  respective  systems  ;  "judges,"  and 
magistrates  of  all  kinds,  who  derive  their  power,  as 
the  moon  and  planets  do  their  light,  from  its  original 
source ;  "  young  men  and  maidens,"  in  the  flower 
of  health,  strength,  and  beauty  ;  "  cdd  men,"  who 
have  accomplished  their  warfare,  and  are  going  oat 
of  life ;  "  children,"  who  are  just  vome  into  it,  and 
see  every  thing  new  before  them ;  all  these  have 
their  several  reasons  for  "  praising  the  Lord,  whose 
"  name  is  excellent,  and  his  glory  above  heaven  and 
"  earth." 

14.  He  also  exalteth  the  horn  of  his  people,  the 
praise  ofaU  hissaitUe,  even  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
a  people  near  unto  him.     Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

As  men,  above  all  other  creatures,  so,  above  other 
men,  the  "  Israel"  of  God,  the  "  people"  that  are 
admitted  to  draw  "  near  unto  him, "  in  his  house, '  by 
^th  and  charity,  by  prayer  and  participation  of  the 

GaitiliiUD.  Deum  enim  landare,  nt  par  est,  non  poasunt,  qui 
cum  HOD  bene  nArunt;  nee  enm  aatis  nAnint,  i]ni  EvaHgelium 
nnnquaiD  &udiveniDt ;  e  quo  msiimie  Dei  laudes  efflorescant 
Clbricds  in  loc. 
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sacramenU,  are  bound  to  pruse  him,  who  now  "  ex- 
"  alteth"  them  from  sia  to  rigbteoasDess;  and  will 
hei«after  e^t  tbem  from  daft  to  ^ory. 

Since  few  (tf  my  readers  may,  perhaps,  have  raet 
with  a  paraphrase  on  the  foregoing  Ps^m,  that  bas 
hitherto,  I  believe,  only  made  its  appearance  in  a 
periodical  publication  or  two,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
to  subjoin  it,  as  a  piece,  which  cannot  bat  be  ac- 
ceptable to  all  true  lovers  of  sacred  poetry.  It  was 
written,  as  I  have  been  lately  informed,  by  the  learn- 
ed and  ingenious  Dr.  OgiltiEj  at  sixteen  years  of 
age. 

PSALM   CXLVIII. 


BEeiN,  my  soul,  th'  exalted-lay, 
Let  each  raraptur'd  thought  obey. 

And  praise  the  Almighty's  name. 
Lo !  heaven  and  earth,  and  seas  and  skie% 
In  one  melodious  concert  rise. 

To  swell  th'  inspiring  theme. 

II. 

Ye  fields  of  light,  celestial  plains. 
Where  gay  transporting  beauty  reigns. 

Ye  scenes  divinely  feir ; 
Your  Maker's  wondrous  power  proclaim. 
Tell  how  he  form'd  your  shining  frame, 
-    And  breath'd  the  fluid  air. 
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III. 

Ye  angeli,  catch  the  thrilling  Bound ; 
While  ail  th'  adoring  thrones  around 

His  boundless  mercy  sing ; 
Let  every  listening  saint  above 
Wake  all  the  tuneful  soul  of  love. 

And  touch  the  sweetest  string. 

IV. 

Join,  ye  loud  sph^vs,  the  vocal  choir ; 
Thou,  dazzling  orb  of  liquid  fire, 

The  mighty  chorus  aid : 
Soon  as  grey  evening  gilds  the  plain, 
Tbou,  moon,  protract  the  melting  strain. 

And  praise  him  in  the  shade. 

V. 

Thou  heaven  of  heavens,  his  vast  abode ; 
Ye  clouds,  proclaim  your  forming  God, 

Who  cali'd  yon  worlds  from  night ; 
**  Ye  shades,  dispel !" — th'  Eternal  said ; 
At  once  th'  involving  darkness  fled, 

And  nature  sprung  to  lighL 

VI. 

Whale'er  a  blooming  world  c<Hitains, 
That  wings  the  air,  that  skims  the  plain, 

United  praise  bestow : 
Ye  dragons,  sound  his  awfol  name 
To  heaven  aloud ;  and  roar  acclaim. 

Ye  swelling  deeps  below. 
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vn. 

Let  every  element  rejoice : 

Ye  thunderti  barst  with  awAd  voice    ' 

To  him  who  bldfl  yoQ  nit  ; 
His  prsne  in  softer  notes  dedure, 
&ch  wln^'ring'lnvesEe  of  yidding  air 

And  breathe  it  to^  the  soul. 

VIII. 

IVi  fana,  ye  gmcefill  cedm,  bow ; 
Yetow'ruig  montttaiiUy  beodlng  low. 

Your  great  Creator  own : 
T^eD,  vrtien  affii^ted  nature  shoi^ 
How  ^Mt  kinged  at  hii  h>e&,' 

And  trembled  at  his  frown. 

IX. 

Ye  flocks  that  hannt  the  hnmble  vide^ 
Ye  insects  flattYing  on  tiie  gale. 

In  mutoal  conconrse  rise ; 
Crop  the  gay  rese's  verroeil  bloom, 
And  waft  its  spmls,  a  sweet  perfbm^ 

In  incoise  to  tfie  skies. 

X. 

Wake,  all  ye  ntoiinlain  tribes,  and  sing ; 
Ye  pluny  warblers  of  the  spring, 

HarmoDious  anthems  raise 
To  him  who  sbap'd  your  finer  mould, 
Whotipp'd your glitt'ring  wii^  with  g<dd. 
And  tnn'd  yoor  voice  to  praise. 
VOL.  n.  N  n 
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XL 

1M  man,  by  neblor  yawiwia  innQ!''^ 
The  C«ttbig  l)ewt»  Cbe  JH^ICiag  hewl* 

In  heaVnly  |^m  «io|ploy ;    . 
Spread  bu  tremeiMlow  name  arowd, 
'nil  beav'nV  broad  ardi  ring*  back  the  aoand, 

The'gen'rd  bant  of  joy. 

JUL 

Ye  irbom,ith!i  chapM  trflsraadenr  pbaie/ 
Nnri'doDthedofniy  lapofeascv     ' 

Fall  prostrate  at  bia  tbrqoe; 
Ye  priBce%  nknt  all  adore; 
'  Pra^  hinif  ye  iifigB,  wbo  maiua  ymr  jpwr'r 

An  image  of  hie  omit 

Ye  &ir,  by  oaljBK  form'd  to  move, 
O  praise  th'  eteraiJ  Source  of  love, 

With  youth's  aUiv'oiog  Sae : 
Let  age  take  up  the  tynefid  ^y> 
S^h  his  Mess'd  name-^ea  «oar  away. 

And  ask  an  angel's  lyra. 


PSALM  CXUX 

yiMtnisNT. 

l^e  cbildien  of  2m»  aie  ezcitett  1—3.  to  ngoice^ 
aid  ni^  tfae>  pcaisee  ef  thew  Kingv  on  acconnl. 
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4.  i>f  tfte  BalvBiHHi  vthioh  he  hub  ftk«wly  wronght 
for  tbem,  and  which  wiH  hereafter  be  completed 
In  them.  frtt«A;  9;^ttMyshft^«nt«!riiA6"^l»^b8t, 
ftttd.  6— ^.' tHU»)A  frith  tiim  \m^  M^'^en^aiing 
powers  tif  the  vf6^,  apd  iiili  nie  opposera  of 
Christ,  oil  vrhooi  win  then  be  ex^ujte^  the  judge- 
ment  written.  Tha^ewBj.mi?it^ki^jji^aMl«ip«l*liw 
ttine>  fhsK,  ukUbn  of  Menikli'*  j^otlou  Uttg^ 
ifcni)  iiflAgftte  this  PeftlHi  vrill  re«efvfe  tt«  btxom- 
l^i^ment,  by  tb^  beitig  mdit  HAM"lfiti6  na- 
UoM,  and  lords  of  airthings'liergliefoW,'.: 

l>  iPUtuejt9tkehon>.  SiHgwtl$tkiBlJimn«new 
i«ltg,  aad  his  praise  m  the  coR^egoAws  e^ttrtB. 
3.  ^  /flmef  r^'otcf  m  him  <Aat  morfe  Atm  ;  tet  the 
ohUdreti  tf  S^h.  bv  jojifnl  in  their  King.  3.  Let 
tkempraise  fUename  in  the dtmee'i ■  tel^ii^tk simg 
prmsea  mUo  him  with  th*  Umhrel  aM  A*r|M, 

Chnstiuis  ate  tmw  the  p«<^le>  Ut  whbtn-bdorig 
the  names  oad  dutmoten  of  "  *iato>  ItHiit,  and 
"  children  Of  Zhobj"  They  "  sidg;"  this  IkHj  ^^wMg," 
as  Ute  Palmist  bath  enjoined  tJiem  to  do.  They 
oDg  it  "  new"  in  its  erangelical  seose,  aA  new  m&a, 
celebrating  new  victolries,  new  and  greatef  mercieB,  a 
^rttnal  salvation^  :ali  eteiUfcl'.rtdeMption.  They 
"  rejoice,"  Witb  h^art^  veiceB,  tm^ments,  mud  every 
otbw  token  of  joy,  "  in^  ^ita.  yrho  hath  ntade"  un- 
created them  again,  in  righteousness  and  true  ho^- 
ncM;  they  are  "  joyfot  in  their  KdQg,"  wlio  liath 
hitMelf  ovefcotae,  uid  it  new- Jcading  them,  «n  (o 
»n2 
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fipal'Cmqvertaful.triiunpb,  to;boaoar  and  inumw- 

,  4.  J^T  the  Lord  taketh pkoMtre  m  kia  people: 
ke  mU  beautiify  the  meek  teUh  aahatifm.  5.  l%e 
saints  *  $haU  bejagfful  with  glory  :  th^  akiaU  smg 
iUoitd  upon  their  beds,  or,  places-^  r«0f. 
.  Sncb  "  plcarare"  the  Kang  of  ^on  taketh.  in  his 
people^  that  he  hath  not  disdained  to  become  like  one 
ofi^em;  to  paitajbe  of  their  fleih  aad  blood,  and  to 
g^e-thfiiD  his  Spirit;,  he  was  made  man^  to  purdiase 
tititm  by  Us  death  i,.wA  as  a  man,  he  is  gone  into 
tteaven,  to  prepfti;tt  a.  fdace  fw  tbem.  From  thence 
he  will  retiun,  to  "  beautify  the  raeek  with  salvation," 
and  place  on  the  heads  of  bis  true  disciples,  the  low- 
.  ly,  patient,  and  peaceable  onea,  a  bright  and  incor- 
niptible  crowD.  Therefore  are  **  the  saints  joyful 
"  in  glory ;  they  sing  aloud,"  in  a  state  of  perfect 
ease  and  security,  resting  from  their  labours,  but  not 
from  their  balHujaha. 

6.  Jhehigh  piBiees  of  God  in  their  mmUh,  fmd 
a.ttoored^d  siBord  in  their  hand;  7.  Zb  execute 
vengeance  upon  the  heathen,  and  punishments  iqmn 
the  people :  8.  To  bind  their  kinga  with  chains, 
and  their  ttobles  viith  fetters  of  iron  ;  9.  7b  execute 
upon  tkem  the  judgement  itritten:  iMs  honour  have 
oU  Ain  nimte.  Praxseye  the  Xjokd. 
>iiTo'those  who -are^BAnras  indeed;  and  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  genuine  spint  of  the  Gosp^  how 
obvious  is  it,  that  the  scene,  of  which  we  have  here 

*  In  this  verse,  the  Hebrew  verbs  &re  in  the  future  time.  In 
the  VCTM  follofrm'g, '  the  original  hath  no  verb  at  alt.  The 
tibftlyis  therelQre  taken  tor«derthea  ttecordtngJ;!''" '"■'->   " 
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a  pn^hetical  exbibition,  is  one  that  caritiot  taRe 
place  till  after  the  resurrection,  bec&uae  the  follow^ 
era  of  the  Lamb  have  certainly  nothing  to  do  with 
vengeance  in  this  world,  though  they  are  to  jtidge, 
not  only  men,  bat  angels,  in  the  next,  1  Cor.  Vi.  2. 
3. ;  when  they  shall  be  called  up  to  sit  on  thrones,  tU 
afisesBon,'  at  the  condemnation  of  theiY-  once-insult- 
ing perieoutBrs,.  who- will  be  cut  asundef  wtth  tWe 
"two-edged  trword,"  and'bt)und  v^itti  indissditible 
"  chains."  Thus'  will  be  executed  upon  i^em  the 
eternal  "  judgement  written"  end  announced -Against 
the  eneb^B  of  Messiah,  in  the  Scriptures  of-  truth. 
"  This  honour  will  aU  his  saints  TUEft  hare.^' 


PSALM   CL. 


ARGUMENT. 


The  Psalmist  exhorteth  men  to  praise  Jebftvah/  I, 
forhis'  holiness,  and  the  firinament  of  Iris  power, 
2.  for  the  wonders  of  his  might,  and  for  tiis  excel-' 
lent  greatness,  3 — 5.  with  all  kinds  of  music. 
6.  He  concludeth  his  divine  book  of  praises,  by 
calling  upon  every  thing  that  hath.brea^,  to  eiv- 
ploy  that  breath  in  declaring  the^lory  of.hitn  who 

-)  gave  it.  , 

I.  Praise  ye  the  Lord.  Praise  God  in  his  sanc- 
tuary, or,  for  his  holiness ;  praise  him  in,  or,  for\ 
t&e  firmament,  or,  expansion,  of  his  power. 
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U  ovK  Ir*it4>tien  btt  r«<aine4  tiie  Rwuiliig' u^  tint 
God  dv^  be  pniied  io  tli«  "  atnctuijF,"  or  templa 
bdow,  aad  likewwe  in  "  heavan"  above;  the  for* 
mer  beiag  pliuuicd  and  owi^tractcd  as  a  resoHUftiiM 
of  the  lattfr.  Bat  tbe  context  radwr,  perfa«|w,  v»< 
qqin*  w  to  Ruppote  the  Ptalmiit  giving  the  mseni 
vrby^adsbovUbepmiaed.;  ouaAy,  Daacoo^kaf 
Ui "  bolineai/'  wd  «f  bis  "  pom ;"  whtdi  pomv 
itintn^eivedBttjr  iSs^ttl  in  tbe  Cmnttton  of  tbe 
^^fiiMaoMik"  or  "  MifWiMn,*'  of  the  maleinl  liav- 
VMi  1w4tbaiiiimMP»t  opentioai^  by  tmnaeiiim 

tiNMMuSbMdldlitliuer.lben&k  fChflttantfaeap^ 
IW^t«dii»tmilwtB«)f  life  and  motion  m  the  natittii 
mOFisU  Aftl  they  aflord  ui  some  idea  erf  tfaat  poirer 
HFd^od/^nDb^.^B^fditm  vtfakb  i*  tiantfeitad  in  the 
ihiiK^by-lhe^octs^irodiicedfMi  the  total*  !af  men, 
tbiPilgb.'fhe  ^ractotis  iaflBknosa  of  .the  vem  -dmrnt 
ftfdFitb^'lHHMEr  of hfllioes8»  constating  the  "firmoi-^ 
'*  MiiiilfiCia»d%tp0»v«r"<ia  tke  ncwcrsatm.        i^ 

.,  !<  Mighty"  wore^^  "  acts"  ilrh'kh  (f}Qd«raq(ht 
ii^r^sHteJ,  iAnd  '^  gr«ii"  waa  the  Holy  One  in  the 
iw4at;  of  hiB>i$ticient  poo|de ;  btt  &r  migMer  acta 
#d  be-  perform  in  Christ  Jems; '  ftff  the  redsn^on 
«f  tlK  mwU  ^  Mid  mr*  "  ^tottienfegraatBeaK't  haKh 
hemiMlif^M^d'i^/iths  coweifion  or-^enatimv-  *be 
orerthffiw  of  p^gaeia^  avd  tb^  enclioA  asA^xtmt- 
T«^#f|bfi£Mi»liVW^4tP«cb,  QifeMtlKfrffntitiidB 
bcif««««ejH<»IAPti#»  to  i»»4pwAw»l  J     ' 

.,■3,  Ppm(iflfim'0ii^  ik^  smt^  ^  ikt  knmf^i 
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fMJM lammUklta  fmiiiif  ttttmp,  Murrain 
ym  nak  thm  tmOimlmd'dmue :  pnbtMmmM 
i^ingtd  mtlrmilmt9:amd  owgam.    A,  Pfaitwltlm 

BiiilwililB  ftr  wtn  iHlllilgllllll  Mil  *tllll>« 
IkeMMMi  wrtarf  mNaaliii^nilMilli'li«M)il*llu 
UMnrl,aai»Hel»ww-tllMiwet)e«»AlK»llt«lg«th«M 
igtoraiiot  in  tUi  paiticiini  Tknt  ilRuik^nkwj 
kri  tke  poptedr  CM  ■m'aqidiMil  t»HMiall'lh« 
mwn  kiMb'af  then,  in  tll»f«riknMiii»  <f  ttlilr 
«raas  Mmini.r  Awi  wky  ■btraM  itktf  «t  tk'Mt 
«Kd  MHlai  tkeOtqui )    W«  una ibfanmi' amid 

"  phMeM,  thkailtBr  ortexni^who,  'toMMnis  «ie 
dcinentmAiiiii  i>liiniak«>41iw.Bg)rptiuu,<'«tbdl 
">  tintnl  in  hw  hn^  aatttaevoiMainiitKAt 
"after  har^wilb'tiBifeKbaMl *»«:■!  EaM'Wl 
ao.  ThecotiKii;  tkmfbi*,  mwaot tadoMuiiHpgf 
OMkur^iwraMWiMl-aritbit.  WailKgaktMMMfc; 
if  «var  it  land  die  power  •fcafaning  the  fMlloiwi  if 
ever  it  eativenad  and  axaltedtlw  afibdloiuief  B|m 
in  Ika  wMnkip  of  Qod  (pavpeaca  tor  vrkUk  )C  naa 
foracrljr  alnflafedji  dDabOeta  halk  still  DM)  aand 
pgwer,ai4  <aaKiUaS>KltteaailMai«h«o  iVtatlM. 
Wben  the  belored  diKiple  wn,  in  apirit,  aduittad 
iaa*;  the  oelBiiat  chair;  ti»iiHt-<iif;  kaanlthtH 
■S.MngBigr  l^ana  etpiiiiaet'taeMihHLiid'lJMilriM 
"ilha.^aiia  of  tarpeni4»r|ii«S'-iip<K  Iheir  ka*tl>>:o 
Bnri  ai>,8,  Aald  -wbjt  IM,  «Mck>itikita  aiVMt 
pnieated  aa daiag iahaamii^  riHiH  »ac  to  d«M^ 
aceordiiig  to  Aeir  sltiA  ami  ability,  by  aaintau^ 
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evitb ;  or  why  inrtramental  music  ^oald  be  aboKsh- 
ed  u  a  legal  cerepiony,  and  TOcal  musics  wbich,  wa« 
9»  much  80^  should  be  retaued,  no  good  reason  can 
be  assigoed.  ^  Sacred  inusic^  under  proper  regula- 
tions, removes  the  binderances  of  onr  denrtiQn,  cares 
tbi  distracitiiODS  of  our  thoughts,  and  banishes  weari- 
newfronit>ur  miods.  :lt  adds  solemnity  to  the  puh- 
lic  serrioe,  rabies,  all  tbe  devout  passions  in  the  soul, 
and  caveSf'Our  duty  to  become  our  delight  "  Of 
*'  the  pleasures  of  heaven,"  says  the  eloqnent  and 
elegant  bishop  Atterbury,  "nUhing  farther  is  rereal- 
"  ed  to  us,  than  that  they  consist  in  tiie  pracl^x  <^ 
"  holy  mnsic,  and  holy  love ;  the  joint  eDJoyment  lA 
"  vrhich,  we  are  told,  is  to  be  the  bappy  lot  of  aS 
*'  pious,  souls,  to  endless  ages."  It  may  be  added, 
that  there  is  no  better  method  of  combating  the  mis- 
chieTODS  effects  flowing  from  the  abuse  of  music,  than 
by  ^^lyuig  it  to  its  true  and  proper  use.  If  the 
worshippers  of  Baal  jtnn  in  a. chorus  to  celebrate  the 
pruses  <^  their  idol, .  the  servants  of  Jehovah  should 
drown  it«  by  one  that  is  stronger  and  more  powerful, 
in  praise  of  him  who  made  heaven  and  earth.  If  the 
men  of  Uie  world  rejoice  in  the  object  of  their  adtna- 
tion,  let  tiie  diildren  of  Zion  be  joyinl  in  thdr  King. 

6.  Let  every  thing  that  htUk  bretUh  praise  the 
Lord.     Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

The  breath  of  natural  life,  which  Crod  hath  breath- 
ed into  our  nostrils,  and  the  breath  of  that  new  and 
eternal  life,  which  he  hath  given  us  throDgh  Christ' 
Jesus  our  Lord,  should  be  returned  in  ballelnjahs. 
And  then  the  church,  composed  of  many  and  difiTer- 
ent  members,  all  actuated  like'  the  pipes  of  a  well- 
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tuned  organ,  by  the  same  spirit,  and  conspiring  to- 
gether in  perfect  harmony,  would  become  one  great 
instrument  sounding  forth  the  praises  of  God  most 
high. 

Let  every  thing  that  hath  bbeath  praise  the 
Lord  ! — With  this  wish  the  sweet  Psalmist  of 
Israel  closes  the  songs  of  Zion.  With  the  same  wish 
the  author  desires  to  close  these  meditations  upon 
them ;  giving  thanks  to  the  Father  of  mercies,  and 
the  God  of  all  comforts,  by  whose  most  gracioqs 
favour  and  aid  they  have  been  begun,  continued,  and 
ended ;  and  humbly  praying,  that  no  erroris,'  oi'  im- 
proprieties,  from  which,  through  human  in'firhiity, 
during  the  course  of  a  long  work,  the  most'^ilfgent 
and  careful  are  hot  exempt,  may  prevent  fa^^bonrs 
from  contribnting,  in  some  small  degree,  to  promote 
the  improvement  and  consolation  of  the  redeemed, 
the  honour  and  glory  of  the  Redeemer,  who  ia  the 

AoOft  AND  the  offspring  OP  DavID,  AND  TBG 
SRIGHT  AND   HORNING  STAR*.      AmEN. 

•  Rer.xxii.  IS.  -        .      r 


Printed  by  R.  Gilbert,  St.  Jobn's  Squnre,  London. 
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